OLOR SYSTEM D

ASSOCIATED ARCHITECTURAL STYLES: (13) ENGLISH REVIVAL

Detroit is particularly rich in examples of the Tudor, Gothic, and English Cottage Styles erected after the turn
of the century. Usually of stone, brick, and heavy timber construction, these houses were often influenced
by the Arts and Crafts Movement which stressed the use of such natural materials. As a consequence, the
colors used on these houses should reflect this concern for nature and an understanding of the original
English prototypes on which the styles were based.

A particular problem is encountered with the half-timbering that is so typical of these styles. In the original
medieval buildings, these exposed timbers were the structural supports of the frame and roof with spaces
between filled with lime plaster or rough cast sand stucco, stone, or brick. With this in mind, these heavy
frames should be painted to look like weathered English oak; black, dark brown, or, perhaps, dark green, or
olive. When the infill is brick, that area is not a problem unless it has been painted, in which case the paint
should be removed or repainted in dark red or dark brown to match the original brick color. If, however, the
infill between the framing is stucco, it should be painted white, as so many English originals are, to suggest
the lime rich plastering which is naturally white or one of the river sand stuccoes which are more nearly
yellow or cream when left in their natural state. On rare occasions when the sand used was of a reddish cast,
the stucco assumed a faint rose beige.

Normally, the window and door frames and the projecting cornices will be painted the color selected for the
heavy timber frames or a gray, brown or greenish stone color to match the actual stone trim of the house if
such exists, or, a dark color such as black, dark brown, or dark green to suggest the metal casement windows
which were normally iron and lead set in oak, frames which, like the heavy framing, darkened with age.

The trim of such houses rarely looks well done in a color lighter than the stone trim and certainly not in light
reds, blues, yellows or greens. Occasionally, these houses were trimmed in white, but this generally provides
too great a contrast to the usual brick and stone construction; as a consequence it is not recommended.

The more self-consciously Art and Crafts houses will hew closely to the guidelines set down above, stressing
the darker browns, reds and greens and a concern for stucco that is natural in color and lighter than the dark
framing of heavy wood and stone.
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COLOR SYSTEM D

ACCEPTABLE COLOR COMBINATIONS *Ms = MUNSELL STANDARD

BODY

TRIM

SASH

SHUTTERS

Stucco:

Match half-timbering color

Leave natural or match original stucco color, | or match existing stone trim

B:6, B:8, B:11 (rare), B:12, B:13, B:14

orA:3,A:4,C:4,C:5,D:1,D:2 color or match shingle color
Half-timbering: or A:8,A:9, B:6,B:8, B:11,
A:8,B:6,B:8, B:11, B:12, B:13, B:14, B:19 B:12,B:13,B:14,B:18
Shingles/Clapboard:

Existing brick or stone

Match trim color or A:9, | Match trim color or match

B:18, B:19

sash color

A:3 Light Yellow
MS:5Y 8/6

A:4 Pale Yellow A:8 Blackish Green A:9 Moderate
MS:2.5Y8.5/4 MS:2.5BG 2/2 Reddish Brown
MS:75R 3/6

B:11 Grayish Olive
Green
MS:5GY 4/2

C:4 Yellowish White
MS:5Y9/1

B:12 Grayish Green B:13 Moderate Olive  B:14 Dark Grayish

MS:10G 4/2 Brown Olive

MS: 2.5Y 4/4 MS: 10Y 2/2

C:5 Yellowish White  D:1 Brownish Pink D:2 Light Brown
MS:2.5Y9/2 MS: 75YR 7/2 MS:5YR 6/4

B:6 Moderate Brown B:8 Grayish
MS: 75YR 4/4 Brown
MS:5YR 3/2

B:18 Dark Reddish B:19 Black
Brown MS:N 0.5/
MS: 2.5YR 2/4

FIND OUT MORE! www.detroitmi.gov/hdc

SUBMIT ALL DOCUMENTATION TO: hdc@detroitmi.gov



