
WHAT WE HEARD
COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

OLD REDFORD 
NEIGHBORHOOD

LINK





COMMUNITY
COOKOUT



Team

Prime Consultant / 
Landscape Architecture, Urban Design, Public 

Engagement, Project Management

Planning and Development 
Department, General Services 

Department, Housing and 
Revitalization Department, 

Department of Neighborhoods, 
Detroit Land Bank Authority

Steering Committee: 
Neighborhood Leaders

Civil & Stormwater Engineering, 
Structural Engineering, Cost 

Estimating, and Local Community 
Engagement

Community Engagement, 
Public Outreach, Neighborhood Liaisons

FAR NORTHWEST 
DE TROIT COMMUNIT Y 

 

OLD REDFORD 
LANDSCAPE 

STEWARDSHIP 
& 

NEIGHBORHOOD 
GREENWAY DESIGN

Community Engagement, 
Local Business Outreach

OLD REDFORD 
NEIGHBORHOOD

LINK



See Appendix A for additional voting boards.

Single-Family House

Multiplex

Townhouses

Multi-Family

Mixed-Use

Large-Medium Community Events

Small Community Events

Rotating Installations

Pop-up Markets & Vendors

Artistic Infrastructure

Enhanced Crosswalks

On Street Bicycle Infrastructure

Trails

Wayfinding & Branding

Gateways & Landmarks

Small Plazas

Nature Play

Productive Landscapes

Fields & Courts

Playgrounds

Stormwater & Green Infrastructure

Benches

Lighting

VOTING BALLOT
Tell us your priorities for the Old Redford Neighborhood Link 
by ranking each element from very important to not important.

ARTS & CULTURE

CONNECT

ACTIVATE

STABILIZE

AMENITIES VERY IMPORTANT 

VERY IMPORTANT 

VERY IMPORTANT 

VERY IMPORTANT 

VERY IMPORTANT 

NEUTRAL 

NEUTRAL 

NEUTRAL 

NEUTRAL 

NEUTRAL 

NOT IMPORTANT 

NOT IMPORTANT 

NOT IMPORTANT 

NOT IMPORTANT 

NOT IMPORTANT 

WHAT ELSE SHOULD 
WE KNOW?

IS THERE ANYTHING 
ELSE YOU WOULD 

LIKE TO ADD?

OLD REDFORD 
NEIGHBORHOOD

LINK
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AMENITIES 
PREFERENCE VOTING
DIRECTIONS: Tell us your priorities for the Old Redford 
Neighborhood Link by scoring each element from very 
important to not important. 
Please place your completed ballot in the ballot box.

Image Source: 07/11/2019
Community Engagement
Neighborhood Cookout

•	 66% Community Events 
•	 61% Pop-up Markets & Vendors

ARTS & CULTURE

•	 54% Trails
•	 50% Enhanced Crosswalks

CONNECT

•	 79% Playgrounds 
•	 67% Fields & Courts
•	 66.5% Nature Play

ACTIVATE

•	 79% Single-Family Housing
•	 58.25% Multi-Family Housing

STABILIZE

•	 82% Lighting
•	 69% Benches
•	 60% Stormwater & Green Infrastructure

AMENITIES

HIGHEST VOTING PERCENTAGE 
FOR "VERY IMPORTANT"



VOICE YOUR OPINION
STABILIZE

MIXED-USE

MULTI-FAMILY

SINGLE-FAMILY HOUSE

MULTIPLEX

TOWNHOUSES

VOTE
VOTE FOR YOUR FAVORITE IDEAS

SINGLE-FAMILY REHAB SINGLE-FAMILY REHAB NEW SINGLE-FAMILY INFILL SINGLE-FAMILY REHAB

NEW FOURPLEX INFILL NEW DUPLEX INFILL DUPLEX REHAB FOURPLEX REHAB

TOWNHOME INFILL

NEW MIXED-USE INFILL

MULTI-FAMILY ADAPTIVE REUSE MULTI-FAMILY REHAB

NEW MIXED-USE & MIXED-INCOME INFILL

NEW MULTI-FAMILY INFILL NEW MULTI-FAMILY INFILL

NEW MIXED-USE INFILL MIXED-USE REHAB

NEW TOWNHOME INFILL NEW TOWNHOME INFILL NEW TOWNHOME INFILL

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK 7

42 TOTAL BALLOTS COLLECTED
9 VOTING BALLOTS WITH 
ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

STATISTICS:



Small Plazas: 33 votes

Nature Play: 36 votes

ACTIVATE

Productive Landscapes: 37 votes

Fields & Courts: 33 votes

Playgrounds: 38 votes

Enhanced Crosswalks: 38 votes

On Street Bicycle Infrastructure: 34 votes

CONNECT

Trails: 35 votes

Wayfinding & Branding: 36 votes

Gateways & Landmarks: 34 votes

Large-Medium Community Events: 40 votes

Small Community Events: 38 votes

ARTS & CULTURE

Pop-up Markets & Vendors: 33 votes

Rotating Installations: 29 votes

Artistic Infrastructure: 35 votes

KEY:

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK8

24 4 6 51

25 5 3

20 5 5 1 2

10 4 10 5

17 8 6 1 3

19 7 7 1 4

16 9 5 4

19 6 7 1 2

14 4 10 2 6

15 9 6 1 3

19 5 7 1 1

24 5 5 2

23 8 4 11

22 6 2 21

30 7 1

Very Important: 60%, Important: 10%, Neutral: 15%, Slightly Important: 2.5%, Not Important: 12.5%

Very Important: 66%, Important: 13%, Neutral: 13%, Slightly Important: 0%, Not Important: 8%

Very Important: 61%, Important: 15%, Neutral: 15%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 6%

Very Important: 34%, Important: 14%, Neutral: 34%, Slightly Important: 0%, Not Important: 17%

Very Important: 48.5%, Important: 23%, Neutral: 17%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 8.5%

5

Very Important: 50%, Important: 18%, Neutral: 18%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 11%

Very Important: 47%, Important: 26%, Neutral: 15%, Slightly Important: 0%, Not Important: 12%

Very Important: 54%, Important: 17%, Neutral: 20%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 6%

Very Important: 39%, Important: 10%, Neutral: 28%, Slightly Important: 6%, Not Important: 17%

Very Important: 44%, Important: 26%, Neutral: 18%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 9%

Very Important: 58%, Important: 15%, Neutral: 21%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 3%

Very Important: 66.5%, Important: 14%, Neutral: 14%, Slightly Important: 5.5%, Not Important: 0%

Very Important: 62%, Important: 21%, Neutral: 11%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 3%

Very Important: 67%, Important: 18%, Neutral: 6%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 6%

Very Important: 79%, Important: 26%, Neutral: 18%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 9%

VERY IMPORTANT

IMPORTANT

NEUTRAL

SLIGHTLY IMPORTANT NOT IMPORTANT



Stormwater & Green Infrastructure: 35 votes

Benches: 35 votes

AMENITIES

Lighting: 39 votes

Single-Family House: 38 votes

Multiplex: 36 votes

STABILIZE

Townhouses: 36 votes

Mixed-Use: 32 votes

Multi-Family: 36 votes
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ADDITIONAL COMMENTS
•	 More bus routes.
•	 Makers space- open up a building for people to work
•	 I didn’t see where securing of citizens & patrons is mentioned. Or specific ideas to involve young people. 

They REALLY need something to do- a thrill that won’t wear off in 2 weeks. Gotta get them properly 
motivated.

•	 Earlier morning and afternoon community patrol for kids and the community.
•	 Hempcrete!!
•	 Rev. Ellis and the church destroyed a neighborhood with their acquisition of Rogell. Our community 

fought to keep it from being a sedentary “dead zone”. This property can become a city jewel with proper 
city support from my perspective the city owes us this for destroying our quality of life, our economic 
value, with the misguided sale. Residents are paying the price.

•	 Something for the children.
•	 We need more art.
•	 Energy Sustainability and Green Infrastructure sets the tone for other positive developments. Washington 

DC- local farmers set up @ locations w/in their neighborhood- healthy food= stable families= good 
education= great local economy w/ easily travelable community.

WHAT ELSE SHOULD 
WE KNOW?

IS THERE ANYTHING 
ELSE YOU WOULD 

LIKE TO ADD?

30 3 5

15 4 10 1 6

10 5 14 4 3

15 6 8 1 2

21 3 7 1 4

21 6 6 1 1

24 155

32 4 1 2

Very Important: 79%, Important: 8%, Neutral: 13%, Slightly Important: 0%, Not Important: 0%

Very Important: 41.5%, Important: 11%, Neutral: 28%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 16.5%

Very Important: 28%, Important: 14%, Neutral: 39%, Slightly Important: 11%, Not Important: 8%

Very Important: 47%, Important: 19%, Neutral: 25%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 6%

Very Important: 58.25%, Important: 8.25%, Neutral: 19.5%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 11%

Very Important: 60%, Important: 17%, Neutral: 17%, Slightly Important: 3%, Not Important: 3%

Very Important: 69%, Important: 14%, Neutral: 14%, Slightly Important: 0%, Not Important: 3%

Very Important: 82%, Important: 10%, Neutral: 3%, Slightly Important: 0%, Not Important: 5%



AMENITIES 
PREFERENCE VOTING

WHAT’S IMPORTANT?

		     LIGHTING
	   	    PLAYGROUNDS & 		
		     RECREATION
	   	    SINGLE-FAMILY 			 
		     HOUSING





LOVE/BREAK-UP 
LETTERS

Dear Old Redford,

       I love you because

Dear Old Redford,

       We need to talk about

Comments are categorized by popular keywords and subject matter.
See Appendix B for recorded information 

WHAT IS FRUSTRATING ABOUT OLD REDFORD?

CRIME

LACK OF INVESTMENT IN TRANSPORTATION INFRASTRUCTURE

NEED TO UPLIFT THE EXISTING COMMUNITY

LACK OF RESOURCES FOR KIDS AND SENIORS

DUMPING & LACK OF MAINTENANCE

WHAT IS GREAT ABOUT OLD REDFORD?

COMMUNITY & NEIGHBORS

LOCAL BUSINESSES AS A DESTINATION

ACTIVISM & LOCAL ART COMMUNITY

NATURE, OPENNESS, & BEAUTY

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK12

DIRECTIONS: Write a love letter or break-up letter 
to the Old Redford Neighborhood. Write what you 
love about the Old Redford Neighborhood and why 
you love living/working here, or write about what 
frustrates you and gets you thinking about leaving.

7

7

6

4

9

8

7

4

3



WHAT IS FRUSTRATING ABOUT OLD REDFORD?

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK 13

52 TOTAL LET TERS COLLECTED
24 LOVE LET TERS
28 BREAKUP LET TERS

STATISTICS:



24 LOVE LETTERS

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK14



28 BREAKUP LETTERS

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK 15



LOVE / BREAK-UP 
LETTERS

WHAT’S GREAT ABOUT OLD 
REDFORD?
		  COMMUNITY
		  LOCAL BUSINESSES & 	
		  WALKABILITY

WHAT’S FRUSTRATING ABOUT 
OLD REDFORD?
		  CRIME
		  LACK OF INVESTMENT 	
		  IN TRANSPORTATION 	
		  INFRASTRUCTURE





2 MILE 
ROUTE=48" OF 

STRING

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK18

PATH ROUTING

DIRECTIONS: Using the string provided, draw your ideal 
path route to connect the neighborhood’s major assets 
(represented by the red pushpins): Rogell Nature Park, 
Holcomb School Redevelopment, and Downtown Old 
Redford. Wrap the string around the pushpins on the map, 
to show how you would like to navigate the neighborhood. 
Feel free to add pushpins as needed. 
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WITH IN THE STUDY AREA 
AND RESPECTFUL OF LOT 
BOUNDARIES SIGNIFICANT 
OVER L AP WAS FOUND ON 
L ASHER & GRAND RIVER RD.

STATISTICS:



ROUTING
WHERE WOULD YOUR IDEAL LINK TAKE YOU?

Use the string to “draw” your ideal link route N
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REDEVELOPMENT
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MINISTRIES

OLD REDFORD ACADEMY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

OLD REDFORD ACADEMY 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

OLD REDFORD 
FOOD CENTER

ST VINCENT AND 
SARAH FISHER CENTER

REDFORD THEATER

FARM CITY

SWEET POTATO SENSATIONS

MT HAZEL CEMETERY

BOB’S PIZZA PALACE

METROPOLITAN ACADEMY 
OF DETROIT

REDFORD LIBRARY

POST OFFICE

OBAMA BUILDING

DETROIT POLICE

DETROIT FIRE STATION

MOTOR CITY 
JAVA HOUSE

MARGARETA PARK

STOUT PARK

REID PARK

MILAN 
PLAYFIELD

LINK

5

2



ROUTING
WHERE WOULD YOUR IDEAL LINK TAKE YOU?

Use the string to “draw” your ideal link route N
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PATH ROUTING

WHAT IS THE IDEAL 
ROUTE TO CONNECT THE 
NEIGHBORHOOD’S ASSETS?
		
		  LAHSER ST, GRAND 
		  RIVER AVE, AND 			 
		  BENTLER ST
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PERSONAL MAPPING
DIRECTIONS: Show us your favorite, and not-so-favorite 
spots in the Old Redford Neighborhood. Use the appropriate 
flags to mark the spaces on the map that you think are 
great, need some help, or could be an opportunity site.
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This place is great! This place must go! Opportunity Site



PERSONAL MAPPING
TELL US YOUR FAVORITE, AND NOT-SO-FAVORITE SPOTS

MAP NOTES This place is great! This place must go! Opportunity Site DETROIT LAND 
BANK PROPERTY N
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21 FL AGS NOTING POSITIVE 
ASPECTS OBSERVED
IN THE COMMUNIT Y

STATISTICS:

DEER AND TREES

ROGELL REDEVELOPMENT, 
GREEN STORMWATER!

BEAUTIFUL HOME STOCK

LIKE CLEAN, NO VACANCY



PERSONAL MAPPING
TELL US YOUR FAVORITE, AND NOT-SO-FAVORITE SPOTS
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HOLCOMB SCHOOL 
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LIFE CHALLENGE 
MINISTRIES

OLD REDFORD ACADEMY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

OLD REDFORD ACADEMY 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

OLD REDFORD 
FOOD CENTER

ST VINCENT AND 
SARAH FISHER CENTER

REDFORD THEATER

FARM CITY

SWEET POTATO SENSATIONS

MT HAZEL CEMETERY

BOB’S PIZZA PALACE

METROPOLITAN ACADEMY 
OF DETROIT

REDFORD LIBRARY

POST OFFICE

OBAMA BUILDING

DETROIT POLICE

DETROIT FIRE STATION

MOTOR CITY 
JAVA HOUSE

MARGARETA PARK

STOUT PARK

REID PARK

MILAN 
PLAYFIELD

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK 27

FIRE STATION

SIENA LITERACY CENTER
ADULT LITERACY PROGRAM- 
WORK WITH IMMIGRANTS

NATURALLY FLY DETROIT FESTIVAL

SIDEWALK FESTIVAL! + ART ALLEY

DEMONSTRATION FOR WATER CATCHMENTS

HORATIO EARLE- THE DETROIT 
BICYCLIST WHO FOUNDED 
MDOT IS BURIED HERE

FARM CITY- LOVE IDEA OF 
DECONSTRUCTION

COMMUNITY SPACES THAT WORKS

HELPS PEOPLE WITH 
ADDICTION ISSUES

BEAUTIFUL, NICE PATH, 
NICE BOULDERS

HAPPY THEIR BACK

MORE COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT

BROUGHT JOBS 
TO THE COMMUNITY

SLOW ROLL

WONDERFUL PLACE TO EAT AND MEET PEOPLE

LIFE CHALLENGES MINISTRY



PERSONAL MAPPING
TELL US YOUR FAVORITE, AND NOT-SO-FAVORITE SPOTS

MAP NOTES This place is great! This place must go! Opportunity Site DETROIT LAND 
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PLAYFIELD

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK28

HEAVY TRAFFIC AND 
NO SIDEWALKS

NO ONE FOLLOWS 
STOP SIGNS

11 FL AGS NOTING NEGATIVE 
ASPECTS OBSERVED
IN THE COMMUNIT Y

STATISTICS:

11  FL AGS NOTING NEGATIVE 
ASPECTS OBSERVED
IN THE COMMUNIT Y

STATISTICS:



PERSONAL MAPPING
TELL US YOUR FAVORITE, AND NOT-SO-FAVORITE SPOTS

MAP NOTES This place is great! This place must go! Opportunity Site DETROIT LAND 
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ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
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FOOD CENTER
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BOB’S PIZZA PALACE
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OF DETROIT

REDFORD LIBRARY
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DETROIT POLICE

DETROIT FIRE STATION

MOTOR CITY 
JAVA HOUSE

MARGARETA PARK

STOUT PARK

REID PARK

MILAN 
PLAYFIELD

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK 29

NO SWINGS, NO ACTIVITIES

NEIGHBORHOOD WIDE- ALL 
OAKS HAVE A POTENTIAL 
BLIGHT RISK

NOT MAINTAINED

DRUG DEALERS

CLOSE THIS AUTO REPAIR 
SHOP DOWN

POWER OUTAGES; BIG TREES

RUN DOWN HOUSES 
NEIGHBORHOOD WIDE

NONE OF THESE EAST-WEST 
ROADS CONNECT TO W. OUTER 
DRIVE (FOR BICYCLING) 

NO ONE FOLLOWS 
STOP SIGNS



PERSONAL MAPPING
TELL US YOUR FAVORITE, AND NOT-SO-FAVORITE SPOTS

MAP NOTES This place is great! This place must go! Opportunity Site DETROIT LAND 
BANK PROPERTY N
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REDFORD THEATER
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SWEET POTATO SENSATIONS

MT HAZEL CEMETERY

BOB’S PIZZA PALACE

METROPOLITAN ACADEMY 
OF DETROIT

REDFORD LIBRARY

POST OFFICE
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DETROIT POLICE

DETROIT FIRE STATION

MOTOR CITY 
JAVA HOUSE

MARGARETA PARK

STOUT PARK

REID PARK

MILAN 
PLAYFIELD

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK30

NATURE! ECOLOGY! BAT 
TOURS AT NIGHT!

STORMWATER 
INFRASTRUCTURE

ADD SIDEWALK

ENTRANCE TO ROGELL

ENHANCE THE PARK 
WITH NATURE

NEW PARK ENTRANCE

“ELECTRIC” MOTOR 
CROSS COURSE

ADD BAT HOUSES

LARGE SCALE WATER 
CATCHMENT

21 FL AGS NOTING 
OPPORTUNIT Y ASPECTS 
OBSERVED IN THE 
COMMUNIT Y

STATISTICS:



PERSONAL MAPPING
TELL US YOUR FAVORITE, AND NOT-SO-FAVORITE SPOTS
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GRAND LAWN CEMETERY

MEIJER

ROGELL NATURE PARK

HOLCOMB SCHOOL 
REDEVELOPMENT

LIFE CHALLENGE 
MINISTRIES

OLD REDFORD ACADEMY 
MIDDLE SCHOOL

OLD REDFORD ACADEMY 
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

OLD REDFORD 
FOOD CENTER

ST VINCENT AND 
SARAH FISHER CENTER

REDFORD THEATER

FARM CITY

SWEET POTATO SENSATIONS

MT HAZEL CEMETERY

BOB’S PIZZA PALACE

METROPOLITAN ACADEMY 
OF DETROIT

REDFORD LIBRARY

POST OFFICE

OBAMA BUILDING

DETROIT POLICE

DETROIT FIRE STATION

MOTOR CITY 
JAVA HOUSE

MARGARETA PARK

STOUT PARK

REID PARK

MILAN 
PLAYFIELD

Old Redford Neighborhood LINK 31

UPGRADE BECAUSE OF ITS LOCATION 
IN RELATIONSHIP TO THE NEW MEIJER
NEEDS UPDATING

GROW THE BUSINESS 
COMMUNITY; ICE CREAM 
SHOP/HARDWARE STORE 
NEW BUSINESS INCUBATOR

HEMPCRETE HOMES & SIDEWALKS
TRAIL GREAT PLACE EAST OF 
BENTLER B/C SO MUCH GREENERY

VETERANS GREEN (VILLAGES.COM) 
EXPANSION INTO NEIGHBORHOOD

DO REHAB THIS BUILDING AS A COMMUNITY CENTER

LARGE SITE FOR 
PLAYGROUNDS, 
PRODUCTIVE LANDSCAPES

HEMP DEMONSTRATION & 
TINY, VET HOME OWNERSHIP

WATER CATCHMENT IN THEATER PARKING 
LOTS- INTO CISTERNS FOR GARDENS

EDUCATION FOR KIDS; 
INVESTMENT IN FUTURE GENERATIONS

NEW PARK ENTRANCE



PERSONAL MAPPING

FLAG SIGNIFICANT SPOTS ON 
THE MAP
		
		  DOWNTOWN:
		  SIDEWALK FESTIVAL 
		  ARTIST ALLEY
		  NEIGHBORHOOD: 		
		  TRAFFIC SAFETY
		  CONNECTIONS: 
		  ROGELL NATURE PARK





Old Redford Neighborhood LINK34

ANALOG INSTAGRAM

Clean up! 
Remove the Trash

Build New Homes!Education is always First!
Equity! Humanity!

We need Pools & Schools!

Urban Sequestration
Hemp for Paving

Community CenterMore Pools. 
A B-Ball + Recreation.

More Schools 
And After School Programs!

Young People Need 
Something Positive to do!
LIKE MUSIC!

More Kindness!No Drugs! 
Rid the Drug Houses
More Schools & Rec. For kids

More Secure Parks!

WHAT DOES OLD REDFORD NEED?
5 l ikes SCHOOLS 11  l ikes PARKS& RECREATION 7 l ikes BLIGHT-FREE NEIGHBORHOOD



Old Redford Neighborhood LINK 35

More Stuff 
For the Kids!

Single-Family Housing!Bring Change to out 
Neighborhood!

The Future! Recreation Center for kids!

Better East/West
Connections for Bicyclists!

Slower Traffic
More Speed Bumps

Affordable Housing +
Rehab for Homeless 

More Schools!

Better Housing!More Playgrounds and 
Wildlife Paths

Playgrounds for Children More Playgrounds
More Lighting

25 ANALOG INSTAGRAMS

STATISTICS:

5 l ikes STREE T INFRASTRUCTURE + 
NEIGHBORHOOD CONNECTIVIT Y



WHAT DOES OLD REDFORD 
NEED?
		
		  PARK AND RECREATION		
		  BLIGHT-FREE 

		  NEIGHBORHOOD	
		  INVESTMENT IN SCHOOLS
		  STREET INFRASTRUCTURE 	
		  + NEIGHBORHOOD 			 
		  CONNECTIVITY

		

ANALOG INSTAGRAM




