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TO: John Prymack, Interim Director
Public Lighting Department
FROM: David Whitaker, Directo
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RE: 2020-2021 Budget Analysis
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Attached is our budget analysis regarding your departments’ budgets for the upcoming 2019-2020 Fiscal

Year.

Please be prepared to respond to the issues/

questions raised in our analysis during your scheduled hearing

on Thursday, March 12 at 2:00 p.m. We would then appreciate a written response to the

issues/questions at your earliest convenience subsequent to

of your responses to the Councilmembers and the City Clerk’s Office.

Please contact us if you have any questions.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Attachments

Issues and Questions
Proposed Budget

cc: Councilmembers

Auditor General’s Office

David Massaron, Chief Financial Officer
Tanya Stoudemire, Budget Director
Angela Taylor, Agency-CFO

Stephanie Washington, Mayor’s Office
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your budget hearing. Please forward a copy



Public Lighting Department (38)

FY 2020-2021 Budget Analysis by the Legislative Policy Division

Issues and Questions

1.

10.

What is the status of decommissioning and potential sale of the department’s assets? In the
Plan of Adjustment, the PLD revenues for 2017 through 2023 total almost $100 M. The
actual Mayor’s recommended revenue is $300,000. What have been the actual collections
year to date?

According to the December 2019 Monthly Financial Report, there is $23 million in carry
forward use of assigned fund balance for PLD Decommission. Please explain how these
funds will be used in much detail as possible.

Please provide a schedule of the substations both that the city still owns and what has been
officially transferred over to DTE. Please indicate the timeline for each of them to be
transferred.

What is the status of completely transitioning public lighting service to DTE? Has DTE
provided a time table?

Recently there was a contract before Council “To Provide Electric Substation
Decommissioning Services” for $250,000. What portion of the system does this cover and
how much more is anticipated to be spent in decommissioning and over how many years?

The $10.5 M appropriation entitled “Transfer to Other Funds” is a general fund transfer to
the PLA for maintenance costs. How much was transferred in the last two fiscal years? Why
is the budget staying the same as the current year?

If in fact the PLA is not using the entire $10.5 million for maintenance, why isn’t a portion of
the funds retained in PLD to handle more of the decommissioning work?

How is the Miscellaneous Revenue of $1.5 million anticipated to be generated?
Why is the Administration moving $10.5 million to the PLA when in fact the authority’s

unrestricted reserve is at $30 million? If the $30 million is in fact for restricted purposes
shouldn’t these monies be reclassified as restricted reserve dollars?

Y

Please explain the current staffing at PLD. How many full time positions and how many
contractors? Are there any unfilled positions?
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