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TO: David Bell, Director
Buildings, Safety, Enginee & Environment Department (BSEED)
FROM: David Whitaker, Director
Legislative Policy Divisi
DATE: March 10, 2020
RE: 2020-2021 Budget Analysis

Attached is our budget analysis regarding your department’s budget for the upcoming 2020-

2021 Fiscal Year,

Please be prepared to respond to the issues/questions raised in our analysis during your
scheduled hearing on Friday, March 13, 2020 at 11:00 am. We would then appreciate a
written response to the issues/questions at your earliest convenience subsequent to your
budget hearing. Please forward a copy of your responses to the Councilmembers and the City

Clerk's Office as well.

Please contact us if you have any questions regarding our budget analysis.

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.

Attachments
Issues and Questions

cc: Councilmembers
Auditor General's Office
Dave Massaron, Chief Financial Officer
Eunice Williams, Agency OCFO
Tanya Stoudemire, Budget Director
Stephanie Washington, Mayor’s Office
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Buildings, Safety, Engineering and Environmental Department (13)
FY 2020-21 Budget Analysis by the Legislative Policy Division

Issues and Questions

1) Please briefly explain the department’'s new expense initiatives, new capital
funding requests, operational reform and savings proposals, and new revenue
initiatives/proposals to be implemented in FY2021.

2) According to the Office of the Chief Financial Officer, As of January 1, 2020,
BSEED had 65 vacancies, with 272 FTE's and 337 budgeted positions. Please
indicate the number of vacancies as of February 29, 2020.

» What is the cause of this shortfall? How long have these vacancies
existed?

¢« What are the job titles and responsibilities associated with the current
vacant positions?

¢ How does the department plan to address this vacancy issue in the
upcoming fiscal year?

o How has this vacancy issue impacted the day-to-day operations of the
department?

3) In New Initiatives it states that because of planned development projects in the
next 3 years BSEED anticipates needing 12 new inspectors; 3 each for Building,
Mechanical, Plumbing, and Electrical. In the Proposed Budget for 2020-2021
there is no increase in FTE's for Building, Plumbing and Electrical inspectors and

a reduction of 6 positions in Mechanical. Please explain, how this anticipated
need will be met,

4) Please explain the change in Positions, General Fund and Non-General Fund.
There is a decrease of 41 FTE's in the General Fund and an increase of 30
FTE's in Non-General Fund.

5) It appears as though Environmental Enforcement is moving from the General
Fund to Fund 3401 — the Solid Waste Fund and now a portion of the Solid Waste
Fund is being budgeted in BSEED, with the majority of the Solid Waste Fund

continuing to be budgeted in DPW. What is the reason and rationale for this
change?

6) Please explain why Salaries & Wages are expected to decrease by $0.8 million
in FY 2021.

7) Please explain why Professional / Contractual Services are expected to increase

by $1,851,687. Is any of this for contractual positions that will take the place of
City FTE's?
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