
 

 

 

Council President Brenda Jones Statement 
on her FY 2020-2021 Budget Requests and 
Priorities: 
 
Detroit Contracting and Employment Opportunities: 

 
In 2019, the City of Detroit spent $691M on the procurement of goods and services. However, through 
my current contract review process, a number of those contractors have little to no Detroiters employed 
on those contracts. Furthermore, several industries such as the vehicle maintenance and repair industry 
have a lack of Detroit contractors and employees. Annually, we are losing a critical opportunity to provide 
economic equity to our residents.  
 
City of Detroit contracts are the most beneficial assets toward the investment into economic equity and 
opportunities for Detroit residents. Investment into preparing Detroiters for employment on City of De-
troit contracts, and supporting businesses to provide services on City of Detroit contracts, delivers  
continuous economic opportunities for Detroit residents. 
 
The City will continue to need janitorial, grounds maintenance, and other reoccurring services, thus 
providing more access to good paying jobs.  In turn, this allows for an increase in the ability of residents 
to pay property taxes, which results in greater investment into neighborhood services such as crime  
prevention and safety, clean streets and neighborhoods, and other defined community priorities.  
 
Therefore, I am requesting the following 
 

 Creation of the Detroit Contractor Investment Fund with $1,000,000 in funding to be set aside 
specifically for investment into businesses that can perform City of Detroit contractual services. 

 $150,000 for continued investment into the Detroit Employment and Contractor Fund to support 
outreach and engagement initiatives. 

 Funding towards a city-wide contractor Detroit resident employment assessment. 

 Funding towards employees within the Office of Contracting and Procurement and the Office of 
Workforce Development to increase the number of Detroit residents hired on City of Detroit  
contracts through hosting job fairs, developing training programs and streamlining contractor ac-
cess to qualified Detroit residents. 

 
PROPERTY TAX OVERASSESSMENT SPECIAL PROJECT COORDINATOR  

 
The 2010-2016 Property Tax Overassessment has resulted in the over taxation of many residents, some 
of whom were forced into foreclosures and lost their homes. Others, like myself, were overtaxed 



 

 

 

thousands of dollars in property taxes. Many of those residents are good, tax paying citizens that trusted 
the City of Detroit to accurately assess their taxes.   
 
I have requested that the Law Department draft an ordinance to require a mandatory reassessment of 
City of Detroit property every five years to ensure overassessment does not occur in the future.  However, 
in the meantime, there must be resources invested into developing solutions to make residents whole 
who were overtaxed.  Additionally, resources also are needed to engage and inform residents of the tax 
assessment process, options for appeals and foreclosure prevention.  
 
Therefore, I am requesting the following: 
 

 Funding to hire a Property Tax Overassessment Special Project Coordinator to facilitate the 
formation of a business, foundation and community ad hoc group to explore options and provide 
recommendations to address the 2010-2016 property tax overassessment and facilitate property 
tax assessment and foreclosure awareness. 

 Funding for the marketing, advertising and support of property tax overassessment and 
foreclosure awareness. 

 
OFFICE OF DISABILITY AFFAIRS 

 
On January 7, 2020, the Detroit City Council unanimously passed a resolution to create the Office of 
Disability Affairs. In the City of Detroit, people with disabilities comprise 19.5% of the population which 
equates to 126,001 people. Only 30.4% of that 19.5% of people with disabilities have jobs as opposed to 
74% of people without disabilities in Detroit who have jobs. The obstacles faced by the population of 
disabled people in Detroit are great enough to require the Office of Disability Affairs to be created and 
adequately funded by the City of Detroit. 
 
Therefore, I am requesting the following: 
 

 Funding be allocated towards the creation of the Office of Disability Affairs to represent the needs 
of the disabled community within the City of Detroit. 

 

ANIMAL CARE AND CONTROL  
 
Following the passage of the Xavier Strickland Amendments, I will be closely reviewing both the General 
Services Department’s and the Health Department’s budgets to ensure there is adequate funding for both 
enforcement and marketing.  

 
SKILLED TRADES READINESS FUND 
 
Based on the availability of compliance fee dollars, I look forward to funding the Skilled Trades Readiness 
Fund to eliminate barriers related to training, child care and transportation costs for residents interested 
in careers working in the skilled trades 
 


