OPEN CALL

An open call for artists to apply to paint the FCA murals,
one of the largest municipal art installations in Detroit

Deadline to apply: March 31, 2020

Fiat Chrysler (FCA), City Walls Detroit, and the Office of Arts, Culture and Entrepreneurship
are seeking an artist or collaborative team for a creative place-keeping project in and around
Southeastern High School and Detroit Enterprise Academy.

It will be one of the largest municipal mural installations in city history.

City Walls Detroit, as part of the Community Benefits Agreement associated with the new
Jefferson auto plant is a partner with FCA in a two-year initiative to enhance the neighborhoods
around the plant and find ways to increase public art, youth engagement and workforce
development.

The theme for the mural installation will be the result of engagement with the neighbors in the
Beniteau and Lillibridge neighborhoods and the students at the schools.

The community is in the driver’s seat.

A selection committee anticipates choosing artists or teams of artists for the seven projects in
April 2020. The project is slated to be completed by October 2020.

The City of Detroit and FCA have a shared vision for neighbors to feel connected to each other,
to take shared responsibility for the neighborhood, to feel empowered to make changes in their
environment and to envision a positive future for themselves and their children as the FCA
expansion evolves the area’s landscape.

The project will be managed by City Walls Detroit in conjunction with FCA, the City’s Planning
and Development Department, the City’s Department of Neighborhoods and the City’s Office of
Arts, Culture and Entrepreneurship.

Goals of the SE High School & Detroit Enterprise Academy Sounds Wall Mural Project:

o To ensure that residents and students feel safe in their neighborhood and live in an
environment that promotes wellness

To enhance the storm water retention pond to help transform it into a destination
To thoroughly and thoughtfully engage with residents and students

To create artwork that contains elements of educational value
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To ensure that residents and students feel connected to and have stake in the artwork
that is created
o To create artwork that reflects the values and identity of the community



To galvanize the community

To create a welcoming space
To amplify community assets
To create a vibrant public space
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STATEMENT FROM FCA ON THEIR PROJECT GOALS

Mark Stewart, Chief Operating Officer, FCA - North America has said, “Our commitment to this city goes
well beyond our facility. Our future lies in the hearts and minds of the young people who grow and
thrive in Detroit."

In keeping with this spirit, FCA’s goals for this project are as follows: Ensure that the mural designs
represent both the rich history and bright future of the east side neighborhoods; Engage the
neighborhood, especially students, in the conception and creation of the mural designs; and Endeavor
that mural designs inspire residents to further redevelop and beautify the east side neighborhoods.

The Project
City Walls Detroit has worked with FCA to identify seven sub-projects within the larger context of the
new sound walls.

The North Wall consists of six canvases. For these projects, artists will work closely with Southeastern
High School students to refine the concept for the mural. Each team is required to incorporate, at a
minimum, one Paint Day with students so that students will have the opportunity to help create the
mural instillation. Each artist will be offered an artist award of $15,000.

The South Wall is a comprehensive, single project for an artist or artist team. We are looking for an artist
or art team to work closely with Detroit Enterprise Academy and the residents facing the retention pond
and wall to refine their concept. The team is required to, at a minimum, incorporate one Paint Day with
students so that students will have the opportunity to help create the mural instillation.

This is a fantastic opportunity to create a destination within the community.
The South project offers an artist award of $50,000.

The Project Vision

The City of Detroit and FCA held three community-visioning sessions to craft the vision statement.
Meetings were held with the students at Southeastern High School, Detroit Enterprise Academy, and
with the Neighborhood Advisory Committee. Many wonderful ideas, thoughts, and themes were offered
at those meetings. Below is a summary of the ideas. Full notes from the meetings are in Exhibit C. Please
use this information to inform your submissions. Before the deadline to submit applications there will be
an optional community question and answer session to present artists an opportunity to hear from the
community firsthand to further inform your vision for your submission.

Dignity, Struggles, and Aspirations

A reoccurring theme among all three groups was perseverance. Showing the community’s resilience and
what it can become was important to the neighbors. They wanted the city to know that, throughout
history, the neighborhoods can grow into anything and that they want children to dream big and learn
the tenets of respect and acceptance. They also want the children to aspire to be leaders and learn to



stand up for what you believe. The community felt it was essential to connect with where the
community has been, currently is, and where it could go without limits.

An alternative and complimentary theme that emerged was nature and the cycle of growth, how the
seasons and stages of life could possibly complement the adjacent storm water retention pond and how
adventures around the world involving sunsets, oceans, waterfalls, safaris and the solar system can
inspire children to dream big.

The communities made clear that these murals above all should be high-energy, uplifting, and vibrant.

Project Schedule

February 14, 2020 CTA Released
February 28, 2020 Deadline for Questions
March 10, 2020 Community Q+A
March 31, 2020 CTA Closes

April 14, 2020 Artist Awards Announced

May 2, 2020 Community Charrette
June 6, 2020 Final Presentations
July 2020 Art Production

Project Location Scope
Please see Exhibits A (North Wall) and B (South Wall)

Artist/Artist Team Responsibilities:
The selected artist or artist team will be required to:

¢ Work in collaboration with the residents, schools, FCA, City Walls, Planning and Development
Department, Department of Neighborhoods and the Office of Arts, Culture and Entrepreneurship to
engage in a series of art and community-based activities and a creation process aligned on themes
submitted from the local community.

¢ Share their personal practice with the community, as this is, inherently, a group project.

e Conduct research to better understand the site, the project and the community’s history and current
culture, along with any other elements deemed helpful to their creative process

* Develop concepts and rendering of mural for the project site
¢ Craft a community engagement strategy with project partners

¢ Participate in the community charrette



* Present concepts and refinements
¢ Create a final approved concept and design for the mural
¢ Include a minimum of one community participation day when creating the artwork

e Work with City Walls and Planning and Development to Identify and secure the services of suppliers,
fabricators, installers, and other professionals as necessary to fulfill the artist’s responsibilities in the
production and completion of the work

¢ Fulfill the responsibilities within the contracted budget and timeline

e Participate in community engagement and educational activities

City Walls Detroit responsibilities:
e Coordinate reviews and permissions in regard to artist selection and concept development
with partners

e Coordinate marketing, documentation, and public engagement
Budget

The overall budget for the North Wall is $15,000 per sub-project (6)
The overall budget for the South Wall is $50,000 (1)

This budget is all-inclusive, including but not limited to artist’s fees, artist’s assistant costs, artist’s studio
costs, materials and supplies and installation of all artwork.

Artist Selection Process

This will be a global open call. City Walls Detroit will solicit qualifications, portfolios and statements of
support. The selection panel will review the artist submissions and identify one artist or team per
project (7). The winning artists or artist teams will be selected based on the following criteria:

Having experience conducting effective community engagement in research for | 25 points
the project and the process itself

Having experience in creating permanent, durable, outdoor public artwork 25 points

Having experience in accomplishing projects of a similar complexity within the 25 points
budget, timeline and technical constraints presented, based on examples of

prior works
Artist Statement 10 points
Being a Detroit-based artist 10 points

Preliminary sketches 5 points




The selection panel will consist of one member from each category below:

Mayor’s Office

Office of Arts, Culture and Entrepreneurship

City Walls Detroit program

Southeastern High School

Detroit Enterprise Academy
NAC Member
NAC Member

FCA

Arts Professional from District 4

Application

Submission Requirements:

Interested artists/artist teams should submit:

A project brief with a Table of Contents that includes the names and contact information for the

artist/artist team and a listing of all materials being submitted (one page per project) (PDF)

A CV or resume for each artist (one page per artist, one file per team) (PDF)
An Artist Statement, including which project you are applying for, the North or South Wall (PDF)

Completed online application form questions

O
O
O
O
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What interests you about the project?

What are your preliminary ideas for the project?

How do you envision working in collaboration with the community and with students?
What is your past experience working on complex projects with criteria and constraints
dictated by the site owner?

How would your project benefit the community?

Up to 3 images of past work you consider relevant to this project along with up to 2 images of
your proposed preliminary mural design:

e}

Digital images must be JPEG files and must be no more than 300dpi and no larger than
1024 x 768 pixel resolution. Each image must be unlocked and downloadable for
viewing
Each JPEG image must be titled with the artist’s name and image number. Example:
SaraSmith001, SaraSmith002.
Upload one sheet with the following information per image (PDF):
= Image name
= Title of artwork, location, date of completion, budget, medium, and dimensions
= Up to four sentences of project description
= Two references from previous public art clients



Submission Instructions

Submissions will be accepted electronically by following the link to APPLY NOW on the City Walls web
site or at the web address: detroitmi.gov/citywalls/calltoarts

Questions can be submitted to citywalls@detroitmi.gov
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Exhibit B

SOUTH END
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EXHIBIT C
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