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DETRO T BOARD OF POLI CE COW SSI ONERS MEETI NG
DETRO T PUBLI C SAFETY HEADQUARTERS
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DETRO T, M CHI GAN 48226
HELD ON THURSDAY, AUGUST 22, 2019 AT 3:00 P.M
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Detroit, M chigan

August 22, 2019
About 3:00 p. m

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Good afternoon.

Wel conme to the board of police comm ssioners. | am
police comm ssioner Lisa Carter. | represent District 6
and | serve as chair of the board and will be conducting
our neeting today. On behalf of the board thank you for
those of you here in attendance and thank you for those
of you joining on the governnment cabl e channel. Today
conmi ssi oners Elizabeth Brooks, Annie Holt and Darryl
Brown and Jim Hol |l ey have to be excused from our neeting
today. And today we have invited Chaplain Wal ker to
provi de the invocation.

(I nvocation given.)

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, sir. At
this time I'"'mgoing to start with introductions of the
conmm ssi oners beginning to ny far right.

COWM SSI ONER DAVI'S:  Pol i ce conmmi ssi oner
WIlliamDavis, District 7.

COW SSI ONER BURCH: Good afternoon Shirley
Burch, conmm ssi oner of nunber 3.

VI CE CHAI R DEWAELSCHE: Good afternoon Eva

Garza Dewael sche at-large and vice chair.
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COW SSI ONER (Rl FFE: Good afternoon Evette

Giffe, District 2.

MR. BROMN. Chair, you don't have a quorum
at this nonent.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Thank you M. Brown.
At this time we will go forward with introductions of
the BOPC staff. M. Brown.

MR. BROMN: Before that Madam Chair, nedia
services is doing the filmng. Sergeant Alan Quinn is
doing the audio and Caitlyn Mancini is the court
reporter and I would ask the staff starting to nmy right
Jermaine Wrick to introduce hinself and the rest.
Before that chief investigator will introduce herself
and her staff.

ATTORNEY WYRI CK:  Jermai ne Wrick, board

att or ney.
M5. JOHNSON: Fay Johnson board accounti ng.
M5. BLOSSOM  Theresa Bl ossom community
rel ations.
M5. WHITE: Mel anie Wiite executive nmanager
of policy.
Dr. ANDERSON: Dr. Marcella Anderson, police
HR.

DR. MCCALI STER: Good afternoon, board.

Attending today's neeting with ne is senior investigator
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Rivera. And investigator Callaway. And supervising

I nvestigator Cromwel |l is at training.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you, ma'am |'m
going to pause for a mnute to introduce our two
commi ssi oners that have joined us, Conm ssioner Wllie
Bell fromDi strict 4.

COWM SSI ONER BELL: Thank you, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  And Conmi ssioner Wllie
Burton fromDistrict 5.

MR. BROAWN. Madam Chair, you have a quorum

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you, M. Brown.
At this time, Conmm ssioners, you have before you the
agenda for August 22nd, 2019.

VI CE CHAI R DEWAELSCHE: Mbve to approve.

COW SSI ONER GRI FFE:  Second.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: It's been noved and
supported that we adopt the agenda for August 22nd,
2019. Is there any discussion? Those in favor?

ALL: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Those opposed? Mtion
carries. Conmm ssioners, the mnutes for August the 15th
wi Il be on next week's agenda and we will go right into
the introduction of Chief Janes E. Craig. Good
af ternoon, Chi ef.

CH EF CRAIG (Good afternoon, Madam Chair,
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and board. If | could start with..

ASSI STANT CHI EF LEVALLEY: David LeValley
assi stant chief.

DEPUTY CHI EF FI TZGERALD: Chuck Fitzgerald,
deputy chief.

DEPUTY CHI EF WLSON:. Marlon WI son deputy
chief, detective bureau.

CAPTAI N PARI SH: Captain M chael Parish
managenent servi ces.

(I naudi bl e femal e.)

LI EUTENANT HARRI S: Lieutenant Brian Harris,
speci al response team

(I naudi bl e mal e.)

CAPTAIN CAVIN. Captain Stacy Cavin, SVU.

(1 naudi bl e people. O her nanes given.)

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you. At this
time if there are any elected officials or
representatives of elected official, VIPs or civic
| eaders, please stand and give your name for the record,
pl ease.

M5. OVERALL: Good afternoon, Marie Overal
adm ni strative assistant to state representative Tyrone
Carter.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Any ot hers?

MR. CORBET: Paul Corbet here on behal f of
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council man Roy McCalister's office.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you. At this
time l"mgoing to the nove to the chairperson's report.
On behalf of the board first of all | want to apol ogi ze
for our tardiness today. That's very unusual but we had
sonme ot her business to attend to, so please accept our
apol ogies. And today | want to express our concern and
support for fallen and injured officers. Qur concerns
for officer safety and citizen protection is ranked as
two of the nost inportant priorities of this board. Qur
board receives a weekly report fromthe departnent
listing injured officers. | would ask that Chief Craig
during your remarks please provide us with any
additional information related to injured and fallen
officers. The board of police conm ssioner neets every
week except for Thanksgiving and Christmas hol i day
periods. W neet here at public safety police
headquarters three weeks in the nonth on Thursday at 3
p.m W also neet in the cormmunity every second
Thursday of the nonth at 6:30 p.m The board of police
comm ssioners exists to provide civilian oversight for
the work of the Detroit Police Departnment. As a board
we receive and investigate noncrimnal citizens'
conpl aints, nonitor the operations of the departnent,

and work with the mayor and the chief of police to nake
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and nodi fy police policy.

The board of police conmm ssioners is
mandated by the city charter with supervisory contro
and oversight of the police departnent. Qur 11 nmenbers
deal with serious and often grave issues wth
far-reaching inpact on the daily lives of police
officers and city residents and their famlies as well
as public safety and reputation of the entire city. At
the end of the neeting we will have public conments from
t he audi ence. Pl ease nake sure that you print your nane
on a speaker's cards. Cards are |ocated on the back
tabl e and/or can be obtained by seeing M. Brown seated
here in the front. He will need your card no |ater than
the end of the chief of police report.

Today we have a certificate of recognition
for Sergeant David Babcock acknow edging his 50 years of
service, celebrate his golden anniversary. Ww He
started when he was 12. No. Also at today's neeting
there will be a presentation on forfeiture. The board
staff Jermaine Wrick, attorney to the board, and
Mel ani e White executive policy manager wll provide a
brief update on the recent changes to the M chigan
forfeiture laws. Then the departnment will imrediately
foll ow and nake their presentation on forfeiture.

Again, at the end of the neeting we will ask
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the public for public comments fromthe audience.

Pl ease nake sure you print your nane on a speaker's card
whi ch can be obtained from M. Brown or at the back
tabl e and he needs your card no later than the end of
the chief's report. W wll hold each speaker to two
mnutes. At this tine we're going to nove to
certificate of recognition from Comm ssi oner Bell.

COW SSI ONER BELL: Certificate of
recognition fromthe board of of police conm ssioners
for Sergeant David Babcock, badge S1132 for 50 years of
dedi cat ed service since August 18, 1969. He's prior to
to ny service 1971. Detroit Police Departnent thank you
for your service to the residents and the city of
Detroit. Remarkable for five decades of
professionalism conmtnent, and achi evenent.
Congrat ul ati ons on your gol den anniversary cel ebration,
August 18, 2019 signed by the chief.

And | just want to commend sergeant Babcock.
| have been to many scenes over the years and he's still
at the it. This is not a retirenent certificate this is

ongoi ng service. And | know he's probably shooting for

O ficer Ccean (sic) who spent many, many years, | think
served 55 years. So hopefully, prayer for himhe'll be
able to spend another five years here. | know he's in

good health and Chief Craig | know he has a desire to do
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a very professional job at the crinme scene. Thank you,

Madam Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you Comm ssi oner
Bell. At this tine, Chief, the floor is yours.

CH EF CRAIG Thank you, Madam Chair.
just want to echo Conm ssioner Bell's assessnent of
Sergeant Babcock. | had a chance to attend his 50 year
cel ebration and as it was noted he certainly still works
hard and enjoys the work that he does and does it very
well. So | applaud himfor nmany nore years of service
to the city.

As it relates to crine overall violent crine
is dowmn 1 percent as of today about 9 homi cides, up 29
sexual assaults, down 113 aggravated assaults, 26 nore
nonfatal shootings as conpared to this tinme |ast year;
down 48 robberies, 60 carjackings wth a grand total of
126 fewer violent crinmes. Property crine we're sitting
on a 4 percent reduction as conpared to this tinme |ast
year. | did want to give a little bit nore of a
detailed analysis as to what's going on and I won't go
into a lot of detail but when we | ook at conparing
August this year to the sane tine August of |ast year
one thing that we have seen, and | nentioned in prior
board neetings, is that we've seen a significant

I ncrease in argunent-related homcides. |If you | ook at
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August | ast year and August of this year, a 166 percent

increase. There's also been a significant decrease in
robbery-rel ated hom cides during the sane two peri ods,
100 percent reduction. As you can see when we | ook at
our robbery crimes we're significantly down and as |'ve
indicated before | really believe that the crines are
down because of our Green Light locations. |If you | ook
around the city when you tal k about a 30 percent
reduction in carjackings conpared to | ast year this
time, if you go back to 2015 it's nore |ike 60 percent
reduction, so certainly not by accident but clearly
Green Light has had an inpact.

Resi dential fatal shootings account for 31
percent of all fatal shootings in 2019. Street-related
fatal shootings account for 63 percent. You know,
you' ve heard ne tal k about sone of these parties, block
parties. It seens |like an increase argunent-based and
so that's been a great challenge for us. So another
trend, recent trend | think | reported out |ast week on
the shots fired against officers. As of August 13 you
remenber in the 4th precinct our officers were a
carjacking pattern and it was during that investigation
that the suspect fired a single shot at our officers as
they were pursuing him Then just a couple of days ago

August 21st, again in the 4th precinct, they were
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pursui ng an armed robbery suspect and that suspect fired

shots at pursuing officers. So |I'mhopeful it's not
sone type of early indication of the trends devel opi ng.

Anot her interesting statistic when we | ook
at response by our special response team one thing that
we' ve seen an increase in donestic violence incidents
where there were barricaded suspects. Last year this
time there were four. This year there's seven. And |
bring that out because that's a very significant thing
we' ve had over the |ast several days where there had
been significant barricade-type situations. |'Ill just
-- there maybe sonme nore questions you may want to ask
me about sone of these trends.

| wanted to also tal k about a few other
I ssues. Bear with ne a nonent, please. So on Saturday
| had a great opportunity to attend an event held at the
12th precinct, 75 to 80 people in attendance. The
peopl e that were attending this event was support for
the famly the nenbers of hom cide victinms. During that
conversation they certainly applauded the work of the
hom cide but in addition | nade a comm tnent that for
sone of the cases that are -- used to be cold cases but
I nactive cases that are unsolved that we would | ook at
t hose cases again, consider our technology in particular

t hose cases where there was video attached to it where
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we coul d obtain a possible photograph of a suspect, that

we woul d nake an effort to try to identify the suspects
involved in homcide. W identify themwth the aid of
facial recognition. Wen that was told there was an
overwhel m ngly, an applause for that. They certainly
were appreciative of a recent case we solved invol ving
the five that were shot at the LBGIQ party, the three
that were nmurdered and two that were wounded. Since
that time we've had two additional hom ci de cases where
we were able to obtain a photograph. Those matters,
they had identification fromfacial recognition. They
are currently sitting in the Wayne County prosecutor's
of fice for approval of whether or not they're going to
sign warrants. And so that's about it. [I'll open for
any questions you have.

Oh wait lastly before | open it up. |
appreciate the board attending the press conference that
just ended. | apologize in advance for not giving you
an earlier notification but this day was noving very
qui ckly and as you now know one of our officers who was
assigned to major violators section of narcotics, a 19
year veteran M chael Mbsley, was suspended about a nonth
ago during the course of this investigation. He was
charged with two counts of violation of US code 666,

bribery. And so if there's any good news in this, from
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the FBI's investigation it appears that this crimnal

m sconduct was isolated to him W also as part of an
ongoi ng effort, not necessarily due to this indictnent,
was that we had a very robust |arge scale probe as part
of an internal investigation focusing on the pattern and
practice or alleged pattern and practice in najor
violators section. It's during that probe that we
focused on three narcotic locations in the departnent.
First, the base where narcotic officers work out of.
Secondly, a Mount Elliott |ocation where historical
records are stored. And also our narcotics PPU  Those
are the three locations. W had roughly 30 Detroit
police officers involved in this probe and seizure where
we seized a nunber of docunents, case files, and also 50
conputers assigned to narcotics. W engaged forensic
I magi ng of each conputer. So that investigation is
going as | speak. W anticipate at least this part of
It being conplete by the end of the day, but our
Investigation will continue. So with that I wll take
any questions you m ght have.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Conmm ssi oners, any
questions for the -- Comm ssioner Davis.

COW SSI ONER DAVI'S: A coupl e things, Chief.
One, our overall homcide closing rate is stil

relatively low Do you anticipate it going up any tine
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soon?

CH EF CRAIG Through the chair what do you
mean unusually [ow? What nunber are you working wth?

COWM SSI ONER DAVI'S: | was | ooking at the
nunber on the sheet that says 52 percent.

CH EF CRAIG 52 percent our nunber of
hom ci des this year slightly bel ow the national average.
| think David, what's our national? |s national about
62 percent?

ASSI| STANT CHI EF LEVALLEY: |It's about 60.

CH EF CRAIG About 60. And so it's a
little lower than it was |ast year but there are a
nunber of factors that go into clearing hom ci de cases.
One, public cooperation, which we understand the risk
that many community nenbers feel when talking to the
police, that they may be called to testify but there are
a |l ot of cases that we have solved and over the | ast
several nmonths we certainly have had nore cases, so that
tends to sl ow down solvability when we're going case to
case to case, but I'"'mnot at all troubled by where we
sit in our rate.

COWM SSI ONER DAVIS: Al so are you satisfied
with the existing ordinance as it relates to dangerous
animal s? 'Cause | know |I'mvery troubl ed about that

little girl that got killed by those three dogs.
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CH EF CRAIG Through the chair |I'mequally

troubl ed, may be nore troubled than you, given that |'ve
seen too nmuch of these vicious violent dogs that we talk
about after the fact and we don't have anynore
conversation days later. So this is deeply troubling
for ne. It's deeply troubling for nmy team who have
expressed a | ot of concern. A bit of good news, it
certainly won't bring this young | ady back, is the fact
that he was arrested, the owner, and he has since been
charged for that crinme but it should have never happened
and he needs like many others to be held accountabl e.

COWM SSI ONER DAVI'S:  So do you think we need
stronger laws in the city of Detroit?

CH EF CRAIG | think charging soneone with
murder that's probably | think as we continue --

COW SSIONER DAVIS: I'mtalking in

possessi on of these ani mal s?

CH EF CRAIG Wll, if you have an idea,
pl ease share but I'mkind of -- the strongest |aw of al
if he -- this dog owner's being charged with nurder |

don't know how nuch stronger it can be. Now I'm
satisfied with that part of it but in terns of a city
ordi nance nmaybe enhanced regul ati on of dog owners.
don't know. Maybe that's a conversation that we w ||

continue to have. But they're still responsible. If a
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dog is running | oose and he's violent, how nuch nore

strict can you be? It goes out and attacks sonmeone, you
going to be held accountable. The man got charged with
mur der .

COW SSI ONER BURCH:  Madam Chai r.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Conmi ssi oner Burch.

COWM SSI ONER BURCH:  Chief, just to back up
what Conm ssioner Davis said on the dog issue, do you
think perhaps it could be an ordi nance or where we coul d
ban pit bulls? | feel |ike they shouldn't be in the
i nner city because you don't hear of these hei nous
crimes in other areas where people actually own these
pit bulls. [It's the owner that is teaching themto
kill. So if we ban it in our city, we wouldn't have
that problem \Wat do you think, Chief?

CH EF CRAIG Through the chair what | think
IS you mght want to have that conversation with sone of
the dog activists who are extrenely upset. Nunber one,
It's no secret that | support the second anendnent so |
don't advocate taking guns fromlaw abiding citizens.
But people m x up people and guns, so you have an
I rresponsi bl e dog owner, hold the dog owner accountabl e.
Peri od.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Any ot her questions

comm ssi oners? Comm ssioner Bell.
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COWM SSI ONER BELL: Madam Chair, | just want

to comrend Chief Craig that he's addressing narcotics --

UNKNOMWN AUDI ENCE MEMBER: Speak into the
m c, please.

COW SSI ONER BELL: Especially the process
that he is taking steps in terns of being assigned to
narcotics and | know that hard working officer |ike past
practice of the Captain Hope and others who | ed a whole
|l ot of narcotic raids. It's a very sensitive job in
terns as you nentioned the interm ngling the whole
process and those steps is quite positive but it's not a
true indictnent of those who work in that particul ar
area. Take a unique person in that sensitive area but |
i ke the concept that you going to rotate these officers
out, fresh blood, first give theman idea because the
tendency to lead to a little corruption here at sone
point in time so those are positive steps. Indicate
this departnent led, this not the FBI, not others. This
is DPD in ternms of dealing with those issues so | just
want to commend you on those efforts.

CH EF CRAIG Through the chair. Thank you
Conmmi ssioner Bell and | just want to enphasize your
words and certainly nmy words earlier that this was a
departnent led initiated |arge scale investigation. As

| indicated to the nedia we don't run fromthis. W
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take appropriate action. W certainly have to hold

supervi sors account abl e when officers engage in crimnal
behavior. Al of us know that things fail when
supervi sors or managers are not hol di ng people
accountable. But in no way does this suggest that this
Is reflective of every man and worman assigned to
narcotics. The vast najority are commtted to
eradi cati ng our nei ghborhoods of narcotics and |
certainly applaud that effort but for those who decide
to engage in crimnal wongdoing, they shall be held
accountable. And the good news, at |east on this one,
it appears that this crimnal msconduct is isolated to
just Mosley, but | also want to thank both the BPOA and
the LSA. They were there after the |aunch of this probe
and so | knowit's difficult they have the purpose, the
dual purpose certainly of supporting their nenbers but
they al so understand that their role is certainly
supporting this conmmunity that we serve.

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  Through the chair.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Comm ssi oner Burton.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: Al right, question --
a few questions for the chief. The records that was
confiscated earlier for the narcotics unit what's the
status on the investigation because it's unclear on who

has the records. Are the records in the custody of
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Detroit Police Departnent or are they in custody of an

out si de agency? Wth the alleged corruption by the
Detroit Police Departnment who has the records?

CH EF CRAIG Through the chair as
I ndicated this was a departnent-led and initiated
I nvestigation. W have the records and because we seize
the records we're not saying that there are additional
probl ens, however, we're conpelled to take a | ook and
see if there are other issues. Wuether it's
admnistrative or crimnal, | don't know yet but we have
the records. W have a pretty large effort noving
forward and so when you tal k about corruption | want to
caution the conm ssioner not to paint this police
departnent with a broad brush. W have a professional
standards section that does a phenonenal job at ruling
out and hol ding officers accountable. It would be one
thing if we were to ignore these things as they cone
out, but nobody asked us to do this |large scal e probe.
W did. And so hold nme accountable for initiating this
ki nd of work. Nobody asked us to do a wi de scal e probe
at the 6th precinct. This body didn't ask us to do it;
we took the initiative and that's because we're striving
for excellence. | don't care what police departnent it
I's each police departnent has an internal affairs. The

key is making sure we have the right people and the
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ri ght managers and executives in place to ensure things

are done legally and ethically.

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  How | ong has this been
goi ng on?

CHEF CRAIG Well, if you want ne to be
specific long before | was appointed. 1In fact I'll be
very candid that the first FBlI probe, when the FB
becane aware of narcotics or msconduct it started in --
that probe started in 2010 and ended in 2014 and when
that cul mnated three people were charged, convicted,
and sentenced. That started in 2010. And I got to
bel i eve based on what | learned fromthis investigation
and the ones prior that there was a | ong history and
there were other people that were charged before that.
So when you tal k about changing the culture, yes,
| eadership matters; the right people sitting in those
seats matter. So specific to your question as it
relates to the initial probe 2010 is when that started.

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  And not 2005?

CH EF CRAIG Through the chair there may
have been a 2005 but as you know |'ve only been here
since 2013, so I can't speak on 2005 and frankly, |
can't speak on 2010.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Any ot her questions,

Commi ssi oners? Thank you, Chief.
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CH EF CRAIG Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: At this time we will go
to policy manager Melanie Wite and M. Wri ck.

M5. WHI TE: Good afternoon your honorabl e
board of police commi ssioners. M nane is Melanie
Wi te, executive manager of policy.

ATTORNEY WYRI CK:  Good afternoon. My it
pl ease this honorabl e body, nmy nane is Jernmaine Wrick
t hrough the chair. |1'mthe board attorney. Today our
subj ect of discussion is what is civil asset forfeiture.
Civil asset forfeiture is a means in which | aw
enforcenent confiscates property that is in sonme way or
another tied to illegal activity. Mst often we see
this in the case of drug trafficking. Part of the
reason we think it's so inportant to update the board
and update the community on this particular subject is
that the tide is basically changing, the law s basically
changing on this particular subject. Very specifically
earlier in the year nationally the United States Suprene
Court, a case called Tinbs vs. Indiana, basically
anal yzed what types of due process rights individuals
have when their property is confiscated. Froma factua
scenario Tinbs vs. Indiana involved a gentleman out of
I ndi ana who actually had $42, 000 vehicle, a Land Rover

that was actually confiscated when he was actually
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arrested for having basically a small quantity of drugs.

He had $225 worth of drugs that he allegedly had been
involved in either selling or using. But his Land Rover
that was confiscated was worth way nore than $225, it
was worth $42,000. He submitted to the court that that
was unfair in |arge part because he said the Land Rover
was actually purchased by his father's life insurance
proceeds who had actually passed away. So the question
becane in that case, the United States Suprene Court
case, is whether or not taking personal property in that
particul ar instance violates the 8th anmendnent
prohi bition agai nst unreasonable -- actually cruel and
unusual puni shment, excuse ne. Wat they anal yzed very
specifically, which conports with citizen rights or
I ndi vidual rights, is whether or not there are due
process rights that are basically adversely affected
when you have that type of situation

Summarily, the United States Suprene Court
deci ded that the due process rights that are protected
in the constitution do apply to state cases such as
M. Tinb's cases. Previously in the case called Allen
in 1993 it applied to basically federal seizures.

M5. WHITE: So based on the recent Suprene
Court case decision of Tinbs vs. Indiana, M chigan

governor Gretchen Wiitnmer recently signed into | aw three
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bi partisan bills, providing fairness and greater | egal

protections related to drug-related crinmes. So those
three bipartisan bills consist of Public Act 7 of 2019,
Public Act 8 and Public Act 9 of 2019.

ATTORNEY WYRI CK:  Significantly, what
changed in these three aws being inacted is that
previous to these | aws being inacted, |aw enforcenent
can actually confiscate personal property such as a
vehicle or sone asset such as cash or things of that
nature without a conviction actually being obtained. A
person could have their property confiscated at the
poi nt at which they were actually arrested or charged
with a crime, not necessarily convicted of a crinme. So
the significant point is our Power Point shows on the
first part there is that now a conviction is required in
gener al .

However, going to the second portion there
are circunstances in which a conviction are not required
if the noney or property val ue exceeds $50, 000 excl udi ng
t he value of contraband. Putting that very sinply, say
for instance if a person has $10, 000 cash but they have
$60, 000 worth of contraband, you don't count the
contraband in the value, you just have to count the
actual personal property value separate and aside froma

contraband. And Ms. White wll discuss the other
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criteria used.

M5. WHITE: Also of inportance a conviction
or guilty pleais not required in the follow ng cases:
Where no one clains interest in the property, where the
owner allows the forfeiture, and where an accused person
has been charged, but cannot be extradited back to
M chi gan or the accused person has not been | ocated.

ATTORNEY WYRI CK:  Going to this next slide
this actually basically tal ks about the situations --
actually the next one. There we go. This actually
tal ks about the situations in which property does not
exceed that $50,000 threshold that we discussed earlier
but a person can actually still lose it, but they have
certain rights or protections as afforded to themthere.
If the property is worth | ess than $50, 000, whatever
prosecuting agency that's handling the case, such as the
prosecuting attorney or the attorney general, has to
give notification to the owner, if they can identify,
about the disposition of property. Once that notice is
actual ly given the person can basically file an
objection within 20 days after receiving notice of the
I ntention by the prosecutor and authority to di spose of
the property. |If that has not occurred, the person does
not file a witten claimwthin 20 days, then the

prosecutor and authority has certain options which are
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delineated there at the bottom Very specifically they
can declare a property forfeited; they can dispose of
the property under a specific section of the statute;
they can actually retain the property for official use
or they can sell the property and not require it to be
dest r oyed.

MS5. WHITE: And the date of effect of
amendnent for this recently anended | aw was August 7,
2019. And just to go over the questions that the board
of police conm ssions subnmtted to the departnment in
preparation for their presentation on forfeiture the
questions are as follows: Wat is civil asset
forfeiture? Wlat is the departnent's process for
forfeiting property? Has the departnent updated its
policies and procedures based on the new | aws or new
bills M chigan governor Getchen Witnmer signed into | aw
this year? How is civil asset forfeiture hel pful and/or
harnful to the residents or the city? What is the step
by step process for individuals to obtain property after
their case has been dism ssed or adjudicated? |If
property rel ease steps are not followed through, who
takes responsibility and howis that matter resol ved?
And then finally, where does the noney and/or property
go once permanently forfeited?

And then at the end of your Power Poi nt
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presentation you al so have the various references that

we reached for this particular presentation and that
concl udes our presentation at this tine.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you. Do you have
any questions, Comm ssioners, for the staff? If not,
we're going to go into the presentation fromthe
departnent. Thank you.

CAPTAIN PARISH: May it please the board,
|"m Captain Mchael Parish, | have the departnment's
managenent services section, and I'lIl be giving the
departnent's presentation on civil asset forfeiture.
Once the Power Point conmes up. |I'msorry | thought it
woul d be up and running. Wich conputer portal operates
what's reflected on the screen?

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  While we're waiting for
that to conme up, Ms. Blossom | have sonething for you
to ook into. Nothing to get up. The Power Point that
was just presented by the staff as well as other Power
Points fromthe departnent are they avail able online?

M5. BLOSSOM They will be.

CHAlI RPERSON CARTER: They will be. Okay
that's what | wanted to know. Thank you very nuch.

CAPTAIN PARISH Wth the Power Point being
up I'lI'l begin. The first place I'd like to start is

just where the departnent's forfeiture unit falls wthin
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the departnent hierarchy. As indicated before | had the

managenment servi ces section and under that is the
departnent's assets and |licensing section, which
oversees the operation of four separate units, one of
which is the forfeiture unit. GCkay? And this
ultimately falls under the office of support operations
headed by Assistant Chief James Wi te and of course
under police chief Janes E. Craig.

One of the board's questions and | think
it's a very apt place to being is what is a civil asset
forfeiture? This is a |legal process that involves a
di vestiture taken wi thout conpensation of property that
was used in a manner contrary to |l ocal state or federal
law. So a legal divestiture of taking of property
W t hout conpensation. W are seizing property intent on
transferring ownership rights to the departnent and
we're doing it w thout conpensating you for it. The
| egal basis for such operations is typically vested in
statutory law, Mchigan law. ['ll talk about sone of
the crinmes that may involve a legal forfeiture later on
In the presentation.

The goal of forfeiture is not to enrich a
police agency. Indeed, it's there at best to suppl enent
an agency's budget but in doing so the goal is to defer

il1legal activity on the part of crimnals. | don't
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usually like to read directly froma Power Point but if

the board wll allowne to |l want to read fromthis
caption fromtraining directive 17-09 because | really
believe it spells out the goal of a civil asset
forfeiture. |In addition to personal deterrence civil
asset forfeiture can hel p underm ne the econom c
infrastructure of certain crimnal enterprises. Large
scal e drug operations, for exanple, require enployees,
equi prent, and noney flow to operate. Coupled with
enforcenment of crimnal laws, civil asset forfeiture can
di srupt illegal operations by dissuading people from
participating in the industry, renoving tools and noneys
needed to carry out operations, and by providing
additional funding to those agencies that enforce the
| aws those participating in the industry are violating.

| nportantly, civil asset forfeiture provides
a mechani smfor taking noney and other assets out of the
hands of crimnals and placing themback into a
| egiti mte stream of commerce. GCkay? Taking noneys
used to facilitate illegal operation and getting it back
into a legitimte stream of commerce. Wen we conduct a
forfeiture auction and we auction off a vehicle the goal
Is to return that vehicle that was once used in drug
operations back into a legitimte streamof commerce, to

hel p get sonebody to work, to help deliver |awful goods
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frompoint Ato point B. If vehicles sell at auction,
t he noneys go back to the Detroit Police Departnent not
to general city governnent but to the Detroit Police
Departnment because it is the police departnent that is
bei ng funded to conbat the illegal activities; so the
noneys were once used to help, for exanple, a drug
deal er carry about his operation is now going to fund
the institutions that are used to conbat that ill egal
drug trafficking operation. The goal of any legitimte
forfeiture programis personal deterrence and the

di sruption of illegal enterprise. Personal deterrence
and disruption of illegal enterprise.

"1l just briefly go over sone of the
forfeiture actions that can take place and in doing so
per haps answer a few nore of the board's questions,
okay? The types of civil asset forfeitures are drug
asset forfeiture, which nuch of the recent |egislation
addresses. More about that later. As well as nuisance
abatenment. Certain nodes of conduct are legally, may
| egal | y be considered a nuisance. For exanple,
prostitution may |l egally be considered a nuisance. OW,
repeat of fender cases; drunk driving for people that
have done it before and continue to do it. Drag racing
forfeiture cases. Felony identity theft and omi bus

forfeiture. And omibus forfeiture actually refers to a
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col |l ection of several dozen crinmes ranging from dog

fighting to uttering and publishing that could -- in
which a forfeiture of petition could be filed on. As a
general matter the target of the seizure is the property
not necessarily the individual but it is the property
and the civil asset forfeiture it is not nerely a taking
and then a depositing into the departnent's forfeiture
account. It's tied to a very litigious systemthat

i nvol ves due process hearings and the intervention of
prosecting officials. There are many steps involved in
acivil forfeiture process; it is not nerely a
confiscation and then a transfer of ownership rights.

In response to one of the board' s questions
| would like to discuss how this process actually plays
out. GCkay? How this process actually plays out. On
any given night a police officer may encounter sonmeone
who is commtting a crinme. Just for the sake of this
example let's say it is a drug trafficking crinme. A
person is using, for exanple, a vehicle to transfer
| arge anmounts of cocaine. GCkay? So a person is using a
vehicle to transfer |arge anounts of cocaine. Upon stop
and detection of this crinme and where the officer is
made it an on-scene determ nation that probable cause
exists to believe that the vehicle itself, again the

target of forfeiture is the property not necessarily a
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person, that the vehicle itself has been used to

facilitate the transportation of illegal narcotics. The
of ficer may seize the property, take the vehicle into
police custody, place it on evidence, and then file a
forfeiture petition. |It's a formthat when put together
with his arrest reports and seizure reports and chem ca
anal ysis reports is transmtted to the forfeiture
section. The vehicle is going to be secured at a
facility. |It's going to be secured typically at the
departnent's Ginnell storage facility. |If it's cash or
tangi ble property, it will ultinmately be transported to
the departnment's property control unit where it will be
stored there pending adjudication of civil forfeiture
matter. At that tine the property is left secured. And
It is not touched nor comngled with the departnent's
assets until the departnment submits its forfeiture
application to the Wayne County prosecutor's office and
we hear back fromthe prosecutor's office with either
the court adjudicated disposition of the case or with a
notice that no claimhas been filed, prosecutor's office
has not been notified; predetermned tinelines have a
past and by default the departnment may now use nmay now
the -- may now assune the ownership rights and that
vehicle is transferred. |In effect by default the

property now becones an asset of the Detroit Police

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100



© 00 N o o B~ w N e

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g A W N B O © ©® N O OO M W N L O

08/ 22/ 2019 Page 34
Departnent. Vehicles may be incorporated in the

departnent's fleet, nmaybe used for undercover
operations. So a vehicle once driven by a drug deal er
may be used as a surveillance vehicle to facilitate drug
I nvestigations. Mneys and currencies those are
deposited into the departnent's forfeiture account.
They are used to fund, for exanple, training, new
equi prent, a whole variety of things but the ultimte
goal again is to equip the departnent in a manner that
better -- makes it better at conbatting ill egal
activity.

| want to tal k about the |egislative changes
and | certainly appreciate the board' s presentation
prior to mne, which gave a very, very thorough overview
of what the new | aws nean, so for that reason |'m going
to just focus on how the new | aws i npact our operations;
how the new | aws i npact our operations. The good news
operational ly speaking, the good news for the departnent
Is that these new laws don't really inpact rank and file
operations. They don't really change what happens at
the street |evel, okay? First major change had to do
with notice. Notice nust be given to the person charged
with a crinme, but also the notice requirenents have
expanded to ensuring that not just the person charged

with a crine is given notice but the person, the owner
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of the property is given notice. Mny tines we're

confiscating property fromsonebody that it's not titled
to; the arrested individual is not the person that
actually has the ownership rights on the property. This
requires us to take a little bit nore of an effort in
getting the property owner put on notice of what is
happening with this property. The good news is that the
forfeiture office actually already had that process in
place. W always made sure that vehicle owner for
exanple was notified if we were able to in fact identify
the owner of the vehicle. So as far as what change this
means for our rank and file operations it's not actually
much of a change at all

The second maj or change dealt with protocols
that a person would by which claimproperty. Again,
this is nore of an issue of how a person will go about
claimng property. As far as how this inpacts
departnent operations it really doesn't. The departnent
has obtained new forms wth newrecitals of a person's
rights contained on the forns. These were certified by
t he Wayne County prosecutor's office and transmtted to
the departnment; so again, as far as how this inpacts
departnent operations it has little, if any, inpact on
how we conduct forfeiture operations.

Under the new | aw as was expressed prior, if
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property valued at $50,000 or less is seized, forfeiture

proceedi ngs shall be stayed while the crimnal proceeds
are pending or a conviction or a guilty plea to

(i naudi bl e) control substance violation. Does this

I npact rank and file operations? Absolutely not. It

I npacts the litigation process that takes place outside
of the Detroit Police Departnment. This is something
that the Wayne County prosecutor's office is going to
have to deal with, not very much us. As far as our
protocols this has little, if any, inpact on the
departnent's operations. |t was described in the

previ ous presentation as, to paraphrase or to put in ny
own words, an extra |ayer of protection to make sure

t hat when property's forfeited it is based on a solid
factual set of circunstances and to that extent the new
| aws there; and we will require a conviction or a guilty
pl ea before we transfer ownership rights over to the
departnment. And we'll be notified of that by the Wayne
County prosecutor's office.

Under the new | aw anot her maj or change under
the new | aw the sei zi ng agency nust return property not
nore than 14 days in certain circunstances where
forfeiture proceedi ngs cannot be pursued. And this
actually leads into another questions posed to the

departnent by the board. How does a person go about
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getting about their property back? And well, once we

are transmtted and ordered that we have to return
property, and once that person cones in to reclaimtheir
property, we provide themwth paperwork. Well, first
If the property is currently in forfeiture's custody,
for exanple, a vehicle at the Ginnell lot, well then we
sinmply give them paperwork that they can take to the | ot
and reclaimtheir vehicle. Mst of the tines this
happens the sanme day. Sonetines it mght happen the
next day. | enphasize this only because 14 days really
doesn't inpact the departnent's operations. W always
return property as soon as we're notified and as soon as
there's sonebody to give it to. So the 14 day change
real |y does not inpact rank and file operations; really
doesn't inpact our forfeiture operations at all. W are
always trying to get property that we no | onger have a
stake in back to the ower so we're no |longer liable for
it.

So in summary the inpact of forfeiture | aws
on street |evel operations is negligible, if at all
The overall effect on the departnent's forfeiture
programis yet to be determned. W don't know how this
wi | | change how nuch we take in through civil asset
forfeiture. W' re going to need nore data on that.

Next year woul d probably be a great year to report out
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on that. During the -- as the |egislation was
proceedi ng through the House and the Senate, |'ve heard
figures as |l ow inpact as 10 percent; |'ve heard figures

as high to 30 to 40 percent on what this may nean for
the departnent's forfeiture programat the end of the
day. W'Ill see; tine will tell. But we are going to do
everything in our power to nake sure we have an
effective forfeiture program goi ng forward.

Movi ng on to what the department has done in
response to the forfeiture | aws changing. W sent al
of the departnments subject matter experts in forfeiture,
the entire forfeiture staff, key personnel at the
narcotics unit, major violators unit down to the Wayne
County prosecutor's office to attend training. W want
to make sure that we're on the sane page as the Wayne
County prosecutor's office since they will be processing
our forfeiture cases and litigating our forfeiture
cases. Updated fornms that contain as indicated earlier
certain recitals, notification of rights so that they
reflect the current state of the law. They were coded;
they're nowin the departnent's Internet. An order was
I ssued to dispose of all obsolete forns so that all of
the forns are correct forns are used. |f by chance an
incorrect formis used, no problem our forfeiture

office wll catch that and send out a separate notice so
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they are notified with the nost updated version of their

rights under the new forfeiture laws. The Detroit
Pol ice Departnent al so published a departnent w de
Tel etype that included a legal bulletin that sunmarized
the |l egislative changes. Again, as far as howthis
I npacts rank and file operations, it's negligible but we
did want to nake sure that the departnent nmenbers had
sonme heads up as to what was going on. And as indicated
before the Detroit Police Department will track the
| egislative -- track the inpact these |egislative
changes will have on our forfeiture program Hopefully
by next year we can have a nore thorough report on how
t hese changes have inpacted our forfeiture program
can take questi ons.
CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Conmm ssi oner s,
questions for Captain Parish? Conm ssioner Davis and
t hen conm ssi oner --
COWM SSI ONER DAVI'S:  Question, howis the
notice transmtted to the person about their property?
CAPTAI N PARI SH:  So when property is seized
at the street level and the arrested individual is taken
to the Detroit detention center, the holding facility,
iIt's usually there that the officers will serve the
i ndividual with a notification using one of the forns

prescri bed by the Wayne County prosecutor's office and
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they' Il sign off onit. As indicated in a previous

slide there's an expectation that was reiterated in the
nost recent departnment w de Tel etype on the matter that
given to the changes to the | aws, departnent nenbers out
on the street need to be a little bit nore proactive at
actually making sure in addition to the person arrested
the ower is notified; so if we have a situation where
two people are in a car, one is the individual arrested
and the other is the owner, policy now requires that
both be served in accordance with the new law. Let's
say that for whatever reason the true owner of the
property cannot be served, personnel assigned to the
forfeiture office will mail out notices through
certified maiil to nake sure that they do receive
notification. Nowthere's alimt to that. |If the
address we have on file or the secretary of state has on
file is incorrect of a person staying at point A but on
the state's records they're staying at point B, they may
never receive the notification. Unfortunately it's very
difficult to address that issue but we nmake every effort
to keep property owners on notice of what's going on
wth their property.

COW SSI ONER DAVIS: |s there an appeal
process if they didn't receive notification?

CAPTAIN PARISH: If they file -- well, if
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they don't receive notification and they don't file a

claimas a result, then the property would be subject to
bei ng defaulted to the Detroit Police Departnent. Now
that being said understand as a matter of practice the
| aw says 20 days. |If sonebody conmes in to claimtheir
property on the 25th day, our internal policy is to |et
that person file a claim As long as they're in a
position to file -- I"msorry, as long as the property
has not been titled or passed to the Detroit Police
Department we will give a person every opportunity to
file a claim

COW SSI ONER DAVI S: Ckay.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Conmi ssi oner
Dewal esche.

VI CE CHAI R DEWAELSCHE: Yes, thank you.
Sorry. This is was very informative. 1've had a
couple, two or three presentations on this on your
policy and, you know, you nmade it very clear so thank
you very nuch for your presentation. But | thought with
this new | aw that was signed by governor Wiitner that it
woul d i npact the finances of this programsignificantly
for the DPD and what you're saying is that it's not
going to have that nuch of an inpact because there are
procedures in place that take a while for you to

actually keep -- or howcan | say forfeit the property?
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In other words, like two weeks or 20 days or the length

of time | guess is what you're saying?

CAPTAIN PARI SH: The point that | was trying
to make was the inpact on street |evel operations, on
operations, not finance but on operations. W really
don't know how this is going to inpact our finances just
yet. W're going to have to see howthis litigation
plays out. Renenber this litigation took effect only a
coupl e of weeks ago. W're going to have to see how
this litigation plays out. Wen the | aws were going
t hrough the House and the Senate there was a | ot of
argunent as to how much this will inpact. Certainly
proponents of the bill said, look, this isn't responding
to concerns such as what | mght have, you know, but
listen this really isn't going to inpact you as nuch as
you think because 90 percent of cases are pled out;
you'll get your guilty plea, so this really isn't going
to have nmuch inpact, but prosecutor's associations were
worried, well, nowwait a mnute if -- they may be | ess
inclined to take a plea if they know by taking a plea
they're going to | ose property so this could have a
devastating effect; this could have 30 to 40 to 50
percent reductions. Like any new piece of |egislation
we have to give this tinme to play out. W have to see

where this new | aw takes us in the com ng nonths.
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VI CE CHAIR DEWAELSCHE: And | did hear you

use the range 10 to 30 percent. Are you going to budget
for 30 percent decrease in forfeitures or have
conservative percentage? | nean, 'cause you can't wait
and see you know, w thout having sone kind of a budget
for that progran?

CAPTAI N PARI SH:  Wien we have our budget
meetings later on in the fall I'mcertainly going to
raise this issue. By the way | spoke to the recent
changes to the forfeiture |l aws but nake no m stake the
recent changes to the marijuana | aws have al so i npacted
forfeiture. Again we're waiting to see what -- how this
all plays out. And, but when we get to budget season
we're going to take | hope a very safe approach because
we don't want to overextend ourselves. W certainly
don't want our forfeiture count to be reduced to nothing
because it hel ps us so nmuch with our crinme suppression
efforts.

VI CE CHAI R DEWAELSCHE: Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER BURCH:  Madam Chair. | just
want to ask you, sir, this is very good what you have
here but next tine can you nake it nore |egible as far
as dark on dark? |It's very hard to read.

CAPTAIN PARISH: I'msorry. |'Il bring it

up.
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COW SSI ONER BURCH:  Yes, sir. So ny

question is with the funding that you said is comng in
for the cars that are forfeited how and who's going to
be responsible for the accounts and bal ances of those
fundings comng in; and then you said it would be used
to conbat what your purpose of doing this in the first
place, right? Wuo's going to be accountable and do you
know t he anobunt you're going to be taking in yet or have
taken in?

CAPTAIN PARISH:  Well, let nme answer the
first question first. It sounds |like you' re speaking to
checks and bal ances. Every year the forfeiture account
I s goes through a robust reconciliation. W work hand
in hand with fiscal. Understand the forfeiture section
never touches dollars. W never touch it; it's always
going into an account; it's always being stored in a
property room So there is a robust reconciliation
process kind of on the tail end. |It's one of the things
that we do every year and we may be shifting it up to
every quarter

As far as how the noney is budgeted the
practice right now, and understand | don't work at
fiscal, | don't work at budget but my understandi ng of
the practice right nowis that they | ook to historical

data to find out how nuch they shoul d be budgeting for
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the follow ng year. Now because we have sonet hi ng new

in the equation we're going to have to nake sone

I nfornmed decisions as to how safe we want to play this
until we have nore data on which to build a nore

predi ctabl e budget. R ght now all we can do wait and
see. But by fall we should have sufficient data to at
| east hel p us take a safe approach when we budget.

COW SSI ONER BURCH:  Thank you.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Any ot her questi ons,
Conmi ssi oner s?

COW SSI ONER BELL: Yes, Madam Chair. |'m
not that concerned about the revenue for the departnent.
| think this bill received bipartisan support state w de
because there was great deal abuse in this whole
process, not to say that DPD was engagi ng but it
recei ved bipartisan support, making sure this
constitutional right of due process. Especially the
I npact to owner mght not be involved; the car is out
there, whatever it is, so | think this was -- | commend
our people in Lansing, state house, state senate and the
governor signing this particular bill 'cause that was
tremendous inpact in terns of due process. And | know
In the past when OCI we received conplaints in reference
to ownership and nothing to do with et cetera, et

cetera, so it was a revenue steam from sone of the
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smal | er departnents, the volune of narcotic we have in

the city of Detroit it mght not nmake a difference but
smal | er departnents would utilize that like a life
support line in termof forfeiture. That's my opinion
interms of this | think very significant if you
concerned citizen that they passed this particular bill.

CAPTAIN PARI SH:  And |I'm happy to say nunber
one, | may not have agreed with every part of the
| egislation; 1'Il never criticize the notives under
getting new |l egislation. That being said |let me just
say |'mglad you nentioned smaller departnents. | think
that's where if there was abuse, that's where it was.
|"ve never seen this departnment treat forfeiture dollars
as a life line. 1It's always been there to suppl enent.
It's always been there to provide additional things and
| trust that throughout the years the departnent's been
very responsible with this forfeiture program

COW SSI ONER BELL:  Thank you for enlighten
us in terns of how you responded to and | think
conm ssi oner need to know that because this been for a
| ong period of tine.

CAPTAI N PARI SH: Yes.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Any ot her questions,
Conmmi ssi oners? Thank you, Captain Parish.

CAPTAI N PARI SH:  Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Just want to take a

brief monent to acknow edge Comm ssioner Brown who's
sitting back there hiding. W can nake room up here for
you, sir, if you want to conme on up?

COWM SSI ONER BROAN:  No, Madam Chair. [|I'm
okay back here.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Al right. Thank you,
sir. At this tine are there any standing commttee or
ad hoc commttee reports? If not, we'll go on to the
board's secretary report. M. Hcks is not here, on
vacation, but there are two correspondence.

MR. BROAN. Madam Chair, under secretary
board you have two incom ng correspondence. One from
the chief office. Several e-mails fromcitizens
regardi ng the board' s BOPC website; regarding facial
recognition. And Comm ssioner WIIliam Davis dropped off
sone Renai ssance (bservers for the board nenbers.
have a stack over here to give you these at the end of
t he neeting.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you, M. Brown.
Conmi ssi ons, any ol d busi ness?

COW SSI ONER BELL: Madam Chair, | would
like to see Ms. White policy and M. Wrick the |egal
attorney to perhaps to the next neeting to enlighten us

in reference to the forfeiture recognition initiation
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policy that we have had about four weeks now. | would
like in the same process it took to deal dealing with
this particular law if they address the board in terns
of their scrutiny of where we stand in terns of
enlighten. It's in our package for quite sone tine; |
think we need to hear fromour policy and also froma

| egal person for this particular matter on faci al
recognition just to report out in ternms of (inaudible).

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: (Okay. Also |I'd ask
Ms. White for a tinmeline as to how we can proceed with
the actual voting out policy where we are and what we
need to do. So she's going to have that for ne?

M5. WHITE: Next week.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  For us next week as
wel | . Conm ssi oner Burton.

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  Under ol d busi ness |
nove that we nove board of police conm ssioners neetings
in the coommunity because we are not an appendage to the
Detroit Police Departnent; we are a civilian oversight
body. Wen you have nenbers of the public has to show
Identification on getting into neetings that's open to
the public, it violates the Open Meetings Act, so | nove
that we have our neetings out in the public so we won't
have to -- so citizens won't have to show ID

COW SSI ONER DAVI S: Support.
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CHAl RPERSON CARTER: Been nmoved and

supported that we have neetings in the public.

COWM SSI ONER BURTON: W have our neetings
in the public.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Yeah.

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  You know, away from
pol i ce headquarters.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Those in favor --

di scussion at this time? |'msorry, Comm ssioner
Burton, is this discussion?

COW SSI ONER BURTON: W shoul dn't have --
we are a police oversight body. W oversight the police
Departnment and as a civilian oversight body we shoul d
not be an appendage to the Detroit Police Departnent.
W shoul dn't have our public neetings here at police
headquarters; we should have themall out in the
conmunities away from where nenbers of the comunity
have to show identification. So |I nove that we have --

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  You al ready noved.
This is discussion. Any other discussion?

COW SSI ONER BELL: Madam Chair, | think we
nmeet the criteria of the neeting act; we do neet in the
public. W have a long 45 year history of addressing
the community. |'mnot aware of any official conplaint

involving in the neeting act because we neeting in
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public safety (inaudible) about 40 sone years. | think

we have a general population that cone to these neetings
and it's conducive to -- this building is nore
accommodating versus the old building in terns of
security and all that, and al so accombdate DPD
personnel and the public. So |I don't see howit would
be in opposition to -- we do neet in the comunity once
a nonth throughout the city. This body nmeet nore so
than any other body in the city of Detroit. Period. In
terms of in the comunity.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Any ot her di scussi on?
Those in favor of the notion?

COW SSI ONER BURTON:  Aye.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Those opposed?

REST OF COWM SSI ONS:  Nay.

COW SSI ONER BURTON:  Can we have a division
of house, Madam Chair?

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: The nays have it. Thank
you.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: Do we have a division
of -- | call for division of house where we --

CHAl RPERSON CARTER: There's no di vi si on,
sir. W're noving on. Do you have any other busi ness?

At this tinme under announcenents our next neeting wll
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be Thursday, August 29th, 2019 at 3 p.m at the Detroit

public safety headquarters |ocated at 1301 Third Street.
Qur next community neeting will be -- | thought that
was - -

COW SSI ONER BURTON:  Through the chair you
called for old business, you didn't go to new busi ness.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: (kay, new busi ness.

COW SSI ONER BURTON:  Under new busi ness,
you know, under new business | nove that we shut down
the police departnent's use of facial recognition and
al | opponents associated to it until it's properly voted
and decided by this body when it cones out of a
commi ttee.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S Support.

CHAlI RPERSON CARTER: Been noved and
supported that we shut down the facial recognition
technology that's utilized by the Detroit Police
Departnent at this tinme. |Is there any discussion?

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  |1'd like the division
of house as well.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Those in favor?

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  Aye.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S:  Aye.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Those opposed?

REST OF COW SSI ONERS:  Nay.
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CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Motion fails.

COW SSI ONER BURTON: | did call for a
di vi sion of house, Madam Chair.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: The notion fails.

COWM SSI ONER BURTON:  But Madam Chai r, poi nt
of order, | did call for division of house, so each
conmi ssi oner should have to identify thensel ves, you
know, and vote yay or nay. W don't know --

CHAlI RPERSON CARTER: M. Wrick?

COW SSI ONER BELL: Madam Chair, there's no
di vision of house. It quite honest that the nay carried
the day. And secretary --

COW SSI ONER BURTON: | asked for a rollcal
vote for division of house.

COW SSI ONER BELL: There only two support
for it, so there's no division of house.

COW SSI ONER BURTON:  That's a point of
order. | did call for a division of house, which is a
rollcall vote by voting nenbers.

COW SSI ONER BELL:  Only time division of
house when there's sone question about the voice of
vote; there's no about the voice vote | think.

ATTORNEY WYRI CK: That's correct, sir.
That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: M. Wrick?
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ATTORNEY WYRI CK:  That's correct.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you.

ATTORNEY WRICK: If it was a close vote.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you. Any ot her
new busi ness?

COW SSI ONER BURCH:  Yes, ma'am  Madam
Chair, please. Thank you. | would just |like to address
this board and address the audi ence and people |istening
on TV. | think that we can hopefully share other
concerns regardi ng what goes on in our nei ghborhoods and
| want to share with you what | experienced and all of
our residents that visit our Detroit public parks. |'m
specifically speaking about Dad Butler Park. It is a
beauti ful park behind the Bel nont shopping center. Now
what happens is that through our organi zation, Conmunity
United for Progress, we have a canpaign called Love
Wiere You Live. Now we shouldn't have to put that up if
peopl e woul d utilize and clean up hopefully Iike they do
their resident. But ny whole issue is to the people out
there |listening why would you allow your child to cone
to a park and play in filth? Wat kind of nother or
father does that, that if | go to a public park and it's
just a total ness and | still allowny kids to go, |I'm
wondering where is the m ndset of the people of Detroit

that you say you love it, that you do not clean up after
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you use a park that has been beautified by our Detroit

recreation departnent and al so our organization through
Bel nront shopping center. | hope we can share other
concerns here at this neeting besides the facial
recognition. That's nuch nore, people, going on. Your
DTE energy bills are ridiculous. Let's speak about
that. That's all | have to say. | thank you for

i stening.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you, ma'am Any
ot her new busi ness?

COW SSI ONER BELL: Madam Chair, it's not
new business but | think it's sort of echo our concern
about the dogs. Not just the pit bulls but if you know
any nei ghbors or friends that harbor dogs in your
opinion that dog is vicious, not controlled, then you
need to contact animal society or DPD and | et us know
because |'m not opposition to pit bulls. | know there
are other dogs, but | know pit bulls the nost vicious
animal out there in terns of human death. That's a
fact. So we nust encourage our dog owners. | know
peopl e debate about they |ove their dogs but when that
child is not the first child, not the first adult that
been killed in city of Detroit in terns of dogs, so we
must convey that to our neighbor. Qur neighbors live in

the city of Detroit. So we should pick up that neno. |
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agree with Conmm ssioner Burch that we nust enphasize

what is going on in our conmunity. Thank you.

COWM SSI ONER DAVI'S: Al so under new busi ness
I think we should perhaps arrange for sone people from
animal control to cone and give a presentation so we get
nore in depth understandi ng of what they do and what
t hey shoul d be doing and what we should be asking as it
rel ates to potential dangerous aninals.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Ckay. Thank you,

Conmmi ssioner. We'll look into that. Any other new

busi ness? Announcenent, our next meeting will be

Thur sday, August 29th, 2019 at 3 p.m at the Detroit
public safety headquarters |ocated at 1301 Third Street.
Qur next comunity nmeeting will be Thursday, Septenber
12th, 2019 at 6:30 p.m in the 4th precinct at the
Kemeny Recreation Center |ocated at 2260 South Fort
Street. At this tinme we'll have oral conmunications
fromthe audi ence. Please give your nanme for the record
and limt your comments to two mnutes, please.

MR. BROAN. Madam Chair, | currently have
ten cards. Your first speaker will be Ms. Bernice
Smth followed by Ms. Lynette Goins, Ms. Deborah Martin,
M. Eric Blount, and Ms. Shantay Morrow.

MRS. SMTH  Good afternoon, Chief.

DEPUTY CHI EF FI TZGERALD: Afternoon, nmm'am
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MRS. SMTH  First of all, I'd like to

apol ogi ze for ny conduct | ast week before you. It wll
never happen again. Believe ne. Wat | want to tel
you | have --

VI CE CHAI R DEWAELSCHE: Can you speak into a
mc, please?

MRS. SMTH | apol ogi ze for |ast week's
performance, it won't happen again. M children were
very enbarrassed; she saw ne on the TV so | apol ogi ze.
First of all, I want to |l et you know that I've given you
kudos for your police departnment action. Two nonths ago
| told you about or | brought to you before the
squatters that was on West Grand Boul evard and with me
bei ng a nenber of the West G and Boul evard Associ ation
was involved with trying to clean it up. People had
taken over a building in May and they've been there ever
since but the building is under |and bank and they were
supposed to have it on sale on July the 12th and did not
do it, so I've been pursuing that. In the neantine |
had Sergeant Hewitt that was hel ping ne and, excuse ne
cone on here, Hope. | gave them paper -- pictures
showi ng the squatters that was invading the property
where they have broke the stairs and they had cl othes on
t he bani ster hanging over and so forth and a | ot of

bushes and trees in the back where the peopl e next door

]
SV NI NR SIS NVNISISY-N\\\[ei =l hansonreporting.com
|| B Il | courr RerorTERS & VioED 313.567.8100



© 00 N o o B~ w N e

N NN N NN R R R R R R R R R R
g A W N B O © ©® N O OO M W N L O

08/ 22/ 2019 Page 57
was urinating -- saw themurinating there in the back.

So nmake a long story short | just want to |et you know

t hat whenever | ask for anything to do in regards to the
Boul evard or any problens that | have, |'msure that the
police departnment will take care of nme and | don't have
any probl em whatsoever. | do have a problemw th one of
your conm ssioners and |'ve been working on trying to
solve this problem | have filed a conplaint and the
attorney general called nme and hel ped nme. Hank has
called nme, so we're going to see if we can iron out this
situation here on this board because we cannot continue
to go through each neetings and having this discontent
of your conm ssioner. He's taken time off. He's
aggravating ne and other people in this --

CHAl RPERSON CARTER: M's. Smith, your tine

IS up.

MRS. SM TH: Thank you.

MR BROMN: Ms. Coins.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: \Who's next ?

MR BROMN: Ms. Coins.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Who's after?

MR BROMN:. Ms. Martin and M. Bl ount.

M5. GONS: Good evening. |'ve listened to
everything that was said fromthe -- I'mreally not

sure. M police stationis the 9th precinct and I'min
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48205 area. | have talked to Sergeant Roth. 1've

talked to the new community officer Kow nsky (sic) |
think his nane is and |'ve also tal ked to anot her
community officer, Oficer Wade. | believe in the
broken wi ndow syndronme. You stop a |large problemfrom
getting larger by getting that person for the broken
window. | live in one block. There are 25 young nen
still living with their nothers and grandnot hers. They
make noi se every night. They start to party after 12.
They put a basketball hoop -- just to tell you how
serious it is, four times last week we called 9-1-1. On
Tuesday an officer canme and knocked at ny door after 11
asking nme did I witness him-- what do you call it?
When you charge sonebody? | forgot what they call that.
Vel | anyway, he asked the young man to get out of the
car and it turned out the young nman refused to get out
the car, so he had to Tase himto get himout of the
car. They found out the car was stolen. He asked ne
did | see the Tasing and | told him no, sir | was in

the back. And but at |east he cane out when ny sister

called. And this young man, | nean, just to show how
arrogant he was to the police officer. |If a police
of ficer cane out saying yes, sir; I'mgoing to be as

respectful as possible. These young nen are out of

control, and they need to be curved in. They have no
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power. They don't vote. There's only three voters in

three blocks. And --

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Ma'am | think Captain
Hope is behind you. She's going to talk to you.

CAPTAIN HOPE: Yes, ma' am

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you.

M5. GO NS: Thank you so nuch

MR. BROWN: Deborah Martin.

MRS. MARTIN. Good afternoon everyone. M
nane is Deborah Martin. | live at (redacted). |1'm72
years old and I'ma lifetine resident in the city of
Detroit. Since 2016 | have an issue at the 9th
precinct. Every tine | file a police report they spin
it; they never follow through on anything. | don't know
whet her sonmeone is involved in sonething or not. |
can't go into all details, but | need soneone to please
check into that 9th precinct.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Okay, |'mgoing to have
you see Captain Hope who's out there with another 9th
precinct issue as well.

MRS. MARTIN. Thank you.

CHAl RPERSON CARTER:  Thank you, ma'am |
want to nove that her address be stricken fromthe
record as well.

MR BROWN: M. Bl ount.
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MR. BLOUNT: Good afternoon, board and

assistant chief. For the record ny nane's Eric Bl ount,
alifelong Detroiter. | continue to wear nmy T-shirt in
protest of Corporal Jones not being properly punished.
But | don't want anyone to get it m sunderstood. This
I's not just about Corporal Jones. Corporal Jones and
his situation is but a nore -- is a synptomof a nore
serious problem | think this departnent has. The

m streat nent of poor people, especially people of color,
especially poor people. It's something that's got to be
rooted out. In Eric Gardner's case in New York City the
officer was finally fired. The supervisor was given a
financial penalty. And don't think that the vicious

bl ows that Corporal Jones inflicted upon this naked
woman in the hospital could have killed with just one of
those blows. As far as the forfeiture presentation what
| didn't hear -- I'"'mglad this legislation is passed and
you've taken great note of it. Wat | didn't hear is
what are the penalties if an innocent person has had
their assets forfeitured -- forfeited? |If only for two
weeks, any of you don't show up on your job for two
weeks, you get fired. Any of you don't have your car
for two weeks, it's going to be hell trying to catch a
bus or aride to get to work. So a lot |like wongfully

convi cted people the state has instituted a penalty or
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reward, of you will, of $50,000 per year for w ongful

I mprisonment of a person.

The other thing on facial recognition |'m
not giving up on that either. It is just not howit's
practiced now but in the future if you want to see a
glinpse of the future, please do your research on
aut ononous weapons. Facial recognition is a key portion
of that lethal way of killing people who are facially
recogni zed. Thank you.

MR BROMWN. Ms. Morrow foll owed by Ms. Coss.

M5. MORRON Hi, ny nanme is Shantay Morrow
(sic) and | live in the 2nd precinct. And | wanted to
say what happened on July 20t h.

AUDI ENCE MEMBER Tal k into the mc, hon.

M5. MORRON On July 20th a man canme into --
well we got |ocked out of our house, so we went to the
gas station to charge our phones. A man cane in and
tried to talk to us. W didn't say anything, so he was
bei ng very disrespectful; he told us he'd killed us. He
wal ked outside, pointed his gun at us and it was a G een
Li ght gas station. W made a report, and then we went
to the police departnment. Then the next day we see him
again and then we went to the police departnent again to
make a report on him'cause we seen himagain in the

nei ghbor hood. And then ny detective told ne if she
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woul d bring a paper with faces on it even if it wasn't

himtoday |ike years ago when | see a face or know the
face; | said yes, because | would know a person that did
or said bad things to ne. So when |I picked it out, it
was the person but she didn't tell me who -- was it
right or wong and then the next foll ow ng day she told
me that he was in detective custody.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: So he's in custody now
are you saying that he's in custody?

M5. MORROWN  Yes.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: So your case is noving
f orwar d?

MS5. MORRON Yes. And | feel like facial
recognition works.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: On okay. Thank you.

M5. HILL: That's not facial recognition.

M5. MORRON It was.

M5. GOSS: My nane is Oivia Goss. | live
in the 2nd precinct area.

VI CE CHAI R DEWAEL SCHE: Excuse ne, | can't

hear her.

M5. GOSS: | was coming up here to talk
about what happened also July 20th. | got |ocked out of
nmy house. | wal ked to the gas station around the corner
fromnme and a guy cane in -- it was ne and ny cousin. A
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guy cane in and he was trying to talk to us but we

didn't say anything to him He got upset and was |i ke,
you know, talking to us any type of way and we responded
to him we're not talking to you. And he left |ike real
mad. He was upset. He left out and cane back in, was
saying stuff to us and got mad at us, 'cause we didn't
want to get in the car wwith him And was pointing his
beam at us. And he threw a cigarette at her and burned
her. Police officers cane in and nmade us nake a report
about it and then we seen himthat foll ow ng day but
like earlier in the day, 'cause we was |ocked out at
like 4 a.m and the next day we seen himwas wal ki ng up
the block. He followed us and |ike he turned around and
stop and was trying to talk to us and stuff, |ike being
real aggressive, saying, y'all renmenber nme? Y al
remenber me? Yeah, y'all don't know where | be at,
stuff. And once we nade the report and we went up to
the office they cane to our house, the Detective Adans
she came to our house and showed us this paper and told
us to pick. And ne and her was in two different areas,
so we didn't see |like which one we picked; we didn't
determne like that. W determ ned off of whether we
see his face; he | ooked kind of different but we
realized who he was because he threatened us. And |

feel Iike that worked.
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CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Ckay.

M5. GOSS. And it justified us 'cause he got
| ocked up.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you, na'am

MR. BROMN:. Ms. Mchelle CGeorge foll owed by
Ms. Brenda HilI.

M5. GEORGE: Good evening to this board to
the Chairman Carter, the board of police conm ssions and
assistant chief. | wanted to comment on the hopefully,
' cause what happened with that young | ady just tore ny
spirit. They probably nost |likely going to have to
| egi slation in because even though pit bulls nmake 6
percent of the population in U S. for dogs they
contribute to 50 percent of deaths and they' ve known to
attack their owners, other dogs, so it's probably going
to have to be a legislation that comes in the state of
M chigan. So | guess that's another project that we're
going to have to work on but also with the facial
recognition, | know | reached out to one of the mayor's
peopl e on the mayor's floor, he was so graciously to
meet with me in his busy schedule. But we probably
going to have to have the talk. I'mglad |Iike the young
| adi es just spoke that the technol ogy was used to solve
crimes but what happened it was how it was inplenented

and United States Congress and | know U. S
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representative Rashida Tlaib told us the other Saturday

at our group how it's causing issues. The Republican
party is against it and they're using facial recognition
to marginalize residents in public housing. So that's
why it's an issue, so it's probably going to have to --
you're going to have to cone together with the city with
your | egislators because right now in Washington they're
sponsoring to ban it. So you're going to have to cone
together with the issues.

Hopefully |ike the Conmm ssioner Holl ey
menti oned | ast week we have to get in the nei ghborhoods.
W feel in the neighborhoods we're disrespected. There
are areas where there are not police and it's not
contributing to the police, it's contributing to the
nmoney. We're fighting against police having nore noney,;
| spoke with one of the councilman, they're working on
that, so police, we're going to be working on you
getting nore noney, because you have police working in
dangerous areas. Then the residents we're disrespected,
the opioid crisis is killing the neighborhoods. So I'm
sendi ng the mayor a proposal along with Chief Craig. |
told Deputy Chief Bettison |last week to get sone things
going and al so the | aw enforcenent programwe' re worKking
on that, the financial review conm ssion. Just a |ot of

things we need to deal with. Thank you.
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CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you.

M5. HILLS: M nane is Brenda Hill. | want
to tal k about the human society, well, it's not the
humane society. Animal control. And 1.5 mllion

dol | ars were taken out of the animl control budget and
I'"'mtold that only one vehicle works at any given tine.
That's part of the problem W need that noney back in
the budget. And also | earlier this year | was wal ki ng
ny dog, which is alittle dog, all dogs can bite. They
have the ability to bite, but a pit bull can kill with
one bite. That's the difference. Wen everything goes
wong. |'mnot saying ban pit bulls. W have a |ot of
laws in place. A lot of these dogs aren't registered
and there should be an insurance policy and right now no
insurance will hold a pit bull, will give you a policy
for a pit bull, but you need to put noney or sonething
Into an escrow so that when things happen with these pit
bulls. Earlier this year | was wal king ny dog and a big

pit bull boxer mx cane upon us and it seens |ike he was

ni ce enough. | called animal control. It took aninal
control four days. And | live across the street from
three schools. That's why | thought it would -- because

a nice dog can be nice but you got four or five thousand
children out there, it changes real quick.

Al'so |'"magainst the facial recognition
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technology. | just want to say |ast week we had a

famly cone in here and tal k about facial recognition
technol ogy and now we have these young girls who
couldn't even articul ate what they neant and cane here.
That's really low To find these people that are
desperate for sone help fromthe police departnent and
parade themin here and they can't even articul ate what
is going on. | nean, both of those cases weren't really
facial recognition cases.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Your tinme is up,
Ms. Hill.

M5. HILL: [I'Il be here next week.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Thank you.

MR. BROAWN:. Ms. Tawana Petty foll owed by
Ms. denn. M. Genn wll be your |ast speaker, Madam
Chair.

MS. PETTY: Despite opposition currently
South Wells is abusing their power by rolling out
routi ne on-the-spot bionetric checks in order to search
for people. They are using nobile devices to scan
dat abases wi thout having to return to their precincts.
They are undergoi ng several costly lawsuits as we speak.
Qur opposition to facial recognition is not our
opposition to public safety. In fact, it is the

opposite. It is dangerous to keep conflating safety
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with surveillance and security. It is even nore

dangerous to keep putting activists against the |arger
community. W, especially black and brown peopl e, have
our positions and our civil liberties, including police
of ficers and board of police comm ssioners, because
activists fought for them My we never forget no
matter what roles we get in that our civil dis -- that
civil disobedience and activismgot us to the point
where we can walk freely in the United States. And our
rights are quickly being snatched away from us under
this adm nistration. W all want a safer city. But a
safer city cannot be obtained by profiling the whole for
pursuit of the few. Please vote no on facial
recognition.

And | will say this one nore thing board,
y'all had an opportunity tonight to show that you firmy
stand for civilian oversight of a just police departnent
and you literally just voted to object to stopping
facial recognition when you don't even have a policy
that you have approved. You were usurped in the process
to begin with. Al this agitation cones fromthat and
then you were just given an opportunity to effectively
act and you did not, and you're also not respecting the
Public Meetings Act. You had two opportunities to show

the public that you have our favor and you did not do
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t hat tonight.

M5. GLENN: Hell o honorabl e board, ny nane
Is Valerie Aenn. | have so many things | want to talk
about but today I'mgoing to limt this to the ani nal
control situation that Conm ssioner Davis brought up.
And |I'm an ani mal advocate. |If any of you know ne, |'ve
had an animal ny entire life and I've had up to three.
| presently own a 12 pound dog who is |icensed, | walk
on the | eash, has his shots and has insurance. Now | am
very concerned because nowhere in the conversation did |
hear the comm ssioners nor the police chief say anything

about the animal control policy in Detroit and the

ever-changi ng animal control policy. | ama frequent
city of Detroit city council visitor. | visit them nuch
nmore so than | visit you. This is a problem |'ve seen

It go froma very tightly controlled situation where
there was a strong | aw abi ding animal control policy to
one that was very | oose, unmanageabl e and not quite
honestly being controlled and the citizens know this.
They know if they call for any kind of assistance if
there are any stray dogs in their community, then no one
IS going to show up. No one. And we also know that we
need to evaluate the policy that we have. | didn't hear
that. And we need to create one that's enforceabl e and

manageable. W need to put the noney back in, as
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Ms. HiIl said earlier. Because we know that the noney
Is gone. And we also need to be realistic. Wenever
jobs are really at a crisis level, we also know t hat
peopl e go to nontraditional ways of making noney.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER:  Your tine is up, m'am

M5. GLENN: Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you, ma' am

MR. BROAWN. Madam Chair that was your | ast
speaker.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Thank you. Thank you
all for your comments. At this time if there's no other
busi ness before this body, I'll entertain a notion to
adj our n.

COW SSI ONER GRI FFE:  So noved.

COW SSI ONER DAVI S Second.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: It's been noved and
supported that we adjourn. Those in favor?

ALL: Aye.

CHAI RPERSON CARTER: Mdtion carries. The
meeting is adjourned. Thank you all for com ng out.
Thank you. Have a great evening.

(Meeting concluded at 4:59 p.m)
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STATE OF M CH GAN )

)
COUNTY OF WASHTENAW )

CERTI FI CATE OF NOTARY PUBLI C AND COURT REPORTER

|, Caitlyn Hartley, do hereby certify that the
foregoing neeting was duly recorded by me
stenographically and by ne |later reduced to typewitten
form by means of conputer-aided transcription; and |
certify that this is a true and correct transcript of ny
st enogr aphi ¢ notes so taken.

| further certify that | am neither of counsel to

either party nor interested in the event of this cause.

Caitlyn Hartl ey, RPR CSR-8887

Not ary Publi c,

Washt enaw County, M chi gan

My Comm ssion expires: August 15, 2021
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