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City of Detroit 
CITY PLANNING COMMISSION 
208 Coleman A. Young Municipal Center  

Detroit, Michigan 48226 

Phone:  (313) 224-6225   Fax:  (313) 224-4336 

e-mail:  cc-cpc@detroitmi.gov 

 

 

TO: City Planning Commission 

 

FROM: Kimani Jeffrey, Staff 

   

RE:   Request of the Roxbury Group, LLC to amend Article XVII, District Map 4, of the 

1984 Detroit City Code Chapter 61, Zoning, by modifying the provisions of the 

existing PD-H (Planned Development District-Historic) zoning classification for the 

property located in the 3400 Woodward Avenue block generally bounded by Eliot 

Street and the vacated portion of Eliot Street, John R. Street, Erskine Street and 

Woodward Avenue to establish the development known as the West Elm Hotel 

Detroit. The request proposes to allow for a twelve (12) story hotel tower and a two 

(2) story glass conservatory.  

 

DATE: April 8, 2019 

NATURE OF REQUEST  

Before the City Planning Commission (CPC) is the request of the Roxbury Group for the 

modification of in existing PD (Planned Development District) Zoning Classification on land 

located at 3400 Woodward Avenue and generally bounded by Eliot Street and the vacated 

portion of Eliot Street, John R. Street, Erskine Street and Woodward Avenue. The request would 

establish the development known as the West Elm Hotel Detroit. It proposes to allow for a 

twelve (12) story hotel tower and a two (2) story glass conservatory. 

 

 
The West Elm Hotel proposed adjacent to the Bonstelle Theater in Brush Park.  
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PROJECT PROPOSAL 

The Roxbury Group is proposing to erect the West Elm Hotel in the Brush Park Historic District 

at the southeast corner of Woodward Avenue off of Eliot Street in the 3400 block of Woodward. 

The hotel would be complemented by a proposed new Conservatory on the south side of the 

hotel between it and the 1Bonstelle Theater.  

 

The hotel is proposed to be twelve (12) stories tall, totaling 138’- 8”and is planned to host 154 

guest rooms, dining and lounge venues on the first floor. Additionally, the hotel will 

accommodate meeting room and an exercise area on the second floor. Amenities include, a 

restaurant and bar, conference center, and fitness center.  

 

The Conservatory is planned to be two (2) stories tall and will have a height of 20’-10.” It will 

abut the Bonstelle Theater and will serve as a dining and lounge space to support the hotel. It’ll 

also serve as a gathering space for attendees of the Bonstelle Theater, for which the developer 

will have a long-term lease to operate. The two buildings would have in total 110,064 gross 

square footage.  

 

As was stated during the recent public hearing for the proposed SOMA parking deck, the West 

Elm Hotel is proposing to provide the required 2116 parking stalls for the hotel within the SOMA 

parking deck once completed. Until this is completed, the developer would use the existing 

surface parking area on the adjacent lot which is controlled by the same interests which owns the 

entire Red Cross site.  

 

PLANNING CONSIDERATIONS AND ANALYSIS 

Surrounding Zoning and Land Use 

The zoning classification and land uses surrounding the full project subject area are as follows: 

 

North: PD; underutilized lot   

South: PD; Bonstelle Theater  

East: PD; Surface parking lot, site of proposed SOMA parking structure   

West: PD; underutilized lot   

 

Master Plan Consistency 

The subject site is located within the Lower Woodward area of Neighborhood Cluster 4 of the 

Detroit Master Plan of Policies.  The Future Land Use map for this area shows Mixed 

Residential Commercial (MRC) for the subject property. P&DD has been requested to provide a 

determination regarding the consistency of this proposal with the Master Plan of Policies.  

 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

The development team has been in contact with members of the community regarding this 

project. CPC staff did receive one email communication in opposition (see attachment).  

                                                 
1 The Bonstelle Theatre, originally known as Temple Beth-El at its inception in 1902 is owned and operated by 

Wayne State University. The building is on the National Register of Historic Places and is the work of renowned 

architect Albert Kahn. The Theater originally hosted a Jewish congregation led by Rabbi Leo M. Franklin. The 

theaters architecture is influenced by Roman and Greek temples such as the Pantheon in Rome. Italy. The structure 

was eventually sold to Jessie Bonstelle, hence the renaming, and converted to a theater in the 1920’s. 

 
2 The Zoning Ordinance requires three (3) spaces per four (4) guestrooms and can be housed within 100 feet of the 

principal hotel use.  
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The Brush Park CDC voted to support the West Elm Hotel project by a vote of 6-0.  

 

Staff will provide a complete analysis when this matter returns before our honorable body for 

action. 

 

 

Cc: Maurice Cox, Director, PDD 

 Arthur Jemison, Director, HRD 

 David Bell, Director, BSEED 

 Detroit Housing Commission 
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Proposed West Elm Hotel and Conservatory site on Parcel 5 of the former Red Cross Site. 
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