
GRAND RIVER/NORTHWEST DETROIT 
NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING



TONIGHT’S AGENDA 

I. Project Update and Schedule 6:00pm
II. Previous Meeting Recap 6:05pm
III. Planning Break-Out Sessions 6:10pm
IV. Keypad Polling 7:00pm
V. Next Steps 7:45pm



Safety & 

Public Services

Planning, Placemaking

& Open Space

Multifamily & Mixed-
Use Development

Single-Family 
Residential Stabilization

Small Business

& Retail Development

Mobility

6 INITIATIVES TO TRANSFORM A 
NEIGHBORHOOD6 INITIATIVES TO TRANSFORM A NEIGHBORHOOD



TARGET NEIGHBORHOODS CITYWIDE



NW DETROIT STUDY SITE 



BOUNDARY 7 Mile

Puritan

Fenkell

I-96

Schoolcraft



NW DETROIT STUDY SITE 

Study area touches 17+ neighborhoods:

Malvern Hill
Bentler-Pickford
Evergreen-Outer Drive
North Rosedale Park
Rosedale Park
Westwood Park 
Grand River – St. Marys
Old Redford
Greater Sandhill

Brightmoor
Minock Park
Grandmont
Grandmont #1
Schoolcraft-I96
Oak Grove
Riverdale
Miller Grove



ZONING / PARKING STRATEGY

LANDSCAPE & GSI 

(Green Stormwater Infrastructure)

RESEARCH & COMMUNITY 
ENGAGEMENT 

STREETSCAPE & MOBILITY

DEVELOPMENT: ECONOMIC,                         
HOUSING, PRESERVATION

THIS STUDY INCLUDES: 



1. Conduct productive community 
engagement 

2. Create a master green infrastructure 
landscape design strategy

3. Develop design concepts for the Rouge 
River Greenway

4. Identify opportunity sites for housing +  
economic investment 

5. Connect NW Detroit to city-wide transit 
and mobility initiatives

6. Preserve historic sites + stabilize 
neighborhoods in NW Detroit

PROJECT GOALS



PROJECT SCHEDULE



www.detroitmi.gov/northwest



THE TEAM
CITY OF DETROIT

Planning and Development Department 
Department of Neighborhoods 

Mayors Office
Housing and Revitalization Department 

Detroit Water and Sewerage Department

DESIGN WORKSHOP
Prime Consultant

Planning, Landscape Architecture, Public Facilitation & Outreach

COMMUNITY PARTNERS, 
STAKEHOLDERS

LORCAN O’HERLIHY
ARCHITECTS

Architecture

MANNIK & SMITH 
GROUP

Civil Engineering

VENTRA GROUP
Economics

NW DETROIT CITIZENS



PURPOSE OF TONIGHT’S MEETING

 Provide feedback on preliminary 
concepts and alternatives 

 Contribute to the development 
of concepts for NW Detroit 
based on local knowledge of the 
neighborhoods

 Engage in ongoing dialogue 
about the opportunities and 
challenges in NW Detroit



THE LAST TIME WE MET… 

 Reviewed existing
conditions in Northwest Detroit

 Received feedback from over 

150 community members

 Captured site-specific 

feedback on 8 areas of 

focus



WHAT WE HEARD…

1. Improve access to Rouge River from neighborhoods
2. There is interest in changing uses at the Rogell Golf Course
3. Introduce stormwater management systems
4. Reduce vacant land 
5. Improve street amenities
6. Reevaluate road spaces on Grand River
7. Improve pedestrian crossings and walkable neighborhoods
8. Densify and increase the variety of local businesses
9. Reutilize historic buildings



SPEED PLANNING
FOUR ROUNDS OF SPEED PLANNING:

1. Neighborhood River Connections
2. Culturally Important Areas
3. Economic Development
4. Street Design

10 Minutes per Round…
Ready, Set, GO! 



WHAT WE HEARD…

1. Improve access to Rouge River from neighborhoods
2. There is interest in changing uses at the Rogell Golf Course
3. Introduce stormwater management systems
4. Reduce vacant land 
5. Improve street amenities
6. Reevaluate road spaces on Grand River
7. Improve pedestrian crossings and walkable neighborhoods
8. Densify and increase the variety of local businesses
9. Reutilize historic buildings



WHAT WE HEARD…

Improve access to Rouge River from neighborhoods.

WHAT WE HEARD…

Improve access to Rouge River from neighborhoods.



REGIONAL TRAILS



GREENWAY CONNECTIONS





WHAT WE HEARD…WHAT WE HEARD…

There is interest in changing uses at the
Rogell Golf Course. 

There is interest in changing uses at the
Rogell Golf Course. 



a. Productive 
Landscapes

b. Summer 
and Winter 
Trails



c. Outdoor 
Education

d. Habitat 
Creation



e. Horse Stables and Riding

f. Playgrounds



g. Sports Fields

h. Golf



i. Residential and 
Mixed Use 
Development



a. Productive Landscapes

b. Summer and Winter Trails

c. Outdoor Education

d. Habitat Creation

e. Horse stables and riding

f. Playgrounds

g. Sports fields

h. Golf

i. Multi-family or Mixed-Use 
Development 

a. b. c.

d. e. f.

g. h. i.





ROGELL TODAY

Edge along 7 Mile 

Edge along Lahser



a. Highly Manicured b. Somewhat Manicured

d. Native Plantingc. Natural Forest/Woodland





WHAT WE HEARD…

Introduce stormwater management systems.

WHAT WE HEARD…

Introduce stormwater management systems.



FLOODING AND BASEMENT BACKUPS 



3 APPROACHES TO STORMWATER MANAGEMENT

a. Store water in a few large areas



b. Create a localized network of strategies 
using vacant parcels and streets



c. A combination of large storage facilities 
and localized networks





WHAT WE HEARD…

Reduce vacant land

WHAT WE HEARD…

Reduce vacant land 



VACANCY IN NORTHWEST DETROIT



a. Public 
Greenways 
and Trails

b.Green
Spaces



c. 
Educational 
Opportunities

d. Land Art 
installations



e. Habitat 
Preserves

f. 
Community 
Gathering 
Spaces



g. 
Productive 
Landscapes



g.

a. c.b.

e. f.d.

a. Greenways and Trails

b. Sports Fields and Green Spaces

c. Outdoor Education

d. Land Art

e. Habitat Preserves

f. Community Gathering Spaces

g. Productive Landscapes

h. Other 

i. None of the Above





WHAT WE HEARD…
Improve street amenities.

WHAT WE HEARD…
Improve street amenities.



a. Bike 
Lanes

b. Seating



c. Tree 
Canopy

d. 
Streetscape 
Planting



e. Dedicated 
Bus Lane

f. Improved bus 
stops and/or 
shelters



g. Striping to 
indicate 
Parking

h. Wider 
sidewalks



a. Bike Lanes

b. Seating

c. Tree Canopy

d. Streetscape Plantings

e. Dedicated Bus Lane

f. Improved Bus Stops/Shelters

g. Striping to Indicate Parking

h. Wider Sidewalks 

i. Other
j. None of the Above

a. b. c.

d. e. f.

g. h.





WHAT WE HEARD…

Reevaluate road spaces 

WHAT WE HEARD…

Reevaluate road spaces 



a. Existing – Keep as it  is



b. Existing…
But add amenities like benches, bike parking and trees



c. Existing…
But add amenities AND a bike lane



d. Reduce number of lanes….
To add angled parking



e. Reduce number of lanes….
To add stormwater facilities and a bike lane



a. b. c.

c. d.









a. Improved bus loading at sidewalks



b. Traditional Bus Rapid Transit (BRT)



c. Center island BRT



d. Center BRT combined with bike lane



a. b.

c. d.





7 Mile

Puritan

Fenkell

I-96

Schoolcraft

c

d
e

b

a

f

McNichols





a. Metered parking b. Angled parking c. Striping on retail streets



d. Striping for parking 
on residential streets

e. Parking Structure f. Time limited parking



a. Metered parking

b. Angled parking

c. Better striping for parking on major retail 
streets

d. Striping for parking on residential streets

e. Parking structure 

f. Time limited parking

g. Other

h. None of the above

a. b. c.

d. e. f.





WHAT WE HEARD…

Improve pedestrian crossings and walkable neighborhoods

WHAT WE HEARD…

Improve pedestrian crossings and walkable neighborhoods



g. 7 Mile

a. Grand River

b. Fenkell

c. McNichols

d. Lahser

e. Greenfield

f. Outer Drive

g. 7 Mile

h. Other

i. None of the 
Above

b. Fenkell

c. McNichols





WHAT WE HEARD…

Densify and increase the variety of local businesses

WHAT WE HEARD…

Densify and increase the variety of local businesses





7 Mile

Puritan

Fenkell

I-96

Schoolcraft

c

b

a

Outer Dr

a. Along Fenkell

b. Along Lahser

c. Close to the Old Redford 
Artist Village

d. Other

e. No Opinion

f. I am not interested in an 
African Caribbean 
Marketplace in Northwest 
Detroit





a. Mixed Use b. Senior Housing

c. Low-Rise multifamily d. Mid-Rise multifamily



e. Row house or Town home f. Adaptive reuse of existing structure

g. Rehabilitation of existing single-family home 



a. Mixed Use 

b. Senior Housing

c. Multi-family residential 
(low-rise)

d. Multi-family residential 
(mid-rise)

e. Row house or Town home

f. Adaptive reuse of existing 
structure (for multi-family)

g. Rehabilitation of existing 
single family homes

h. Other

i. None of the above

a. b.

c. d.

e. f.

g.





WHAT WE HEARD…
Reutilize historic buildings

WHAT WE HEARD…
Reutilize historic buildings



7 Mile

Puritan

Fenkell

I-96

Schoolcraft

A

B
C

D

E
F

Outer Dr





a. b.
c.

d. f.e.

c.









a. Neighborhood 1

b. Neighborhood 2

c. Neighborhood 3

d. Neighborhood 4

e. Neighborhood 5

f. Neighborhood 6

g. Neighborhood 7

h. Neighborhood 8

i. Other







NEXT STEPS http://www.detroitmi.gov/Northwest


