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Office of Inspector General Closed Cases 

 The Office of Inspector General (OIG) considers a case closed once an OIG file manager 
completes their investigation and the Inspector General approves a finding.  The OIG closed 22 
cases between July and December of 2013.  The following is a brief summary of cases closed 
during this period.  

2012-008 
Complainant alleged that the Department of Human Services was intentionally withholding 
payment to a contractor.  The OIG concluded that the payments were delayed due to outside 
funding issues and the complainant later received payments for the services performed.   

2012-009 
The director of the Buildings, Safety Engineering and Environmental Department (BSEED) 
submitted a complaint that a BSEED inspector inappropriately accepted a payment from a 
private business owner to obtain BSEED authorizations required for the operation of a used car 
lot.  The OIG determined that several inspection reports of the business’s location were forged 
and the OIG referred the case to the Michigan Department of Attorney General.  The public 
servant was later charged with one (1) felony and one (1) misdemeanor in the 36th District Court 
(See Exhibit A) as part of an already existing criminal investigation. 

2013-002 
Complainant alleged that two public servants in the Payroll-Audit Division improperly collected 
disability benefits while working for the City of Detroit.  The OIG investigated the allegation, 
determined that there was probable cause that a crime had been committed, and submitted the 
case to the Criminal Division of the Michigan Department of Attorney General.  The public 
servants were charged in 36th District Court. (See Exhibit B) 

2013-004 
Complainant alleged that a Public Lighting Department public servant neglected to receive 
approval to work a second full time position with a Detroit public school.  The OIG confirmed 
the employee’s dual employment and referred the finding to the director of the Public Lighting 
Department who issued a suspension in accordance with department policy. 

2013-006 
Complainant alleged that a charity was misusing grant funds provided by the City of Detroit.  
The OIG found insufficient evidence to sustain the allegation as the charity in question was not 
receiving any funding from the City of Detroit.  

2013-007 
Complainant alleged that a contractor for the Detroit Water and Sewerage Department (DWSD) 
failed to remove debris left over from a water line excavation.  The OIG confirmed that debris 
remained at the site.  DWSD removed the debris because the contractor in question, Ferguson 
Construction, was already the subject of criminal and administrative review by city officials and 
federal law enforcement agencies. 
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2013-009 
The Senior Accountants, Analysis and Appraisers (SAAA) Union alleged that the City of Detroit 
Payroll Department did not defer union dues collected from applicable City employees to the 
SAAA.  The OIG found no evidence to support the allegation. 

2013-011 
Complainant alleged that the Recreation Department charged him excessive fees to utilize a city 
park.  The OIG reviewed the rates and found that they were consistent with city policy as well as 
rates charged by communities throughout the state. 

2013-013 
Complainant alleged that a public servant in the Planning and Development Department abused 
her authority by mistreating subordinate employees, engaging in inappropriate relationships with 
employees, and improperly hiring relatives.   The OIG found no evidence to support the 
allegations.  

2013-014 
Complainant’s vehicle had been sold at auction by the Municipal Parking Department (MPD) for 
nonpayment of tickets.  She alleged that MPD public servants had abused their authority by 
improperly booting her vehicle.  She also alleged that public servants had provided her personal 
identifying information to a third party after the person who eventually purchased her vehicle 
came to her home in an attempt to sell the car back to the complainant.  The OIG determined that 
no public servant engaged in inappropriate action, and that the likely source of identifying the 
information was material left in the car by the original owner. 

2013-015 
Complainant alleged that BSEED abused their authority by forcing a new business to pay 
delinquent inspection fees incurred by the previous owner of the property.  The OIG referred this 
case to the BSEED Business Advocate.  

2013-020 
Complainant alleged that a private business owner paid a BSEED public servant to bypass permit 
and zoning processes necessary to open a new business.  The OIG found that the person in 
question did assist the business owner, but had not worked for the City of Detroit for 
approximately five years prior to his involvement in the project.  Further, BSEED appeared to 
have followed established procedure in dealing with the project.  Accordingly, the OIG closed 
the case. 

2013-021 
Complainant alleged that a towing company erroneously towed an individual’s car from a 
parking lot within the City of Detroit.  The OIG determined that the owner of the lot hired the 
towing company to remove vehicles that had improperly parked in his private lot.  No 
contractual agreement existed between the towing company and the City of Detroit.  Therefore, 
the towing company did not fall under the OIG’s jurisdiction. 

2013-022 
Complainant alleged that a BSEED inspector was working a second job while on the clock for 
the City.  The OIG found no evidence to support the complainant’s allegations.  
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2013-NA-0027 
Complainant found what she believed to be a duplicate or unauthorized invoice from Morton 
Salt, a contractor doing business with the City of Detroit.  The OIG determined that the invoice 
was accidently placed in a mailbox belonging to the complainant.  The OIG further concluded 
that the invoice was valid and closed the case. 

2013-NA-0030 
Complainant alleged that he could identify a vehicle that was involved in a pedestrian “hit and 
run” incident.  The OIG closed the case after ensuring that the information was forwarded to the 
Detroit Police Department (DPD). 

2013-NA-0032 
Complainant alleged that a DPD officer filed a fraudulent disability claim for a work related 
injury.  The OIG found no evidence to support the complainant’s allegations. 

2013-DW-0035 
Complainants alleged that a public servant with the Municipal Parking Department regularly left 
during his work hours to go to a second job outside of the city.  The employee voluntarily 
resigned following the initiation of the OIG’s investigation.  

2013-DA-0052 
Complainant alleged that former Council President Saunteel Jenkins abused her authority when 
she terminated the complainant’s employment as an appointed member of the City Council staff.  
The OIG determined that the former Council President did not act in a fraudulent or abusive 
manner.   

2013-DC-0067 
The Chief Zoning Administrator for BSEED referred a complaint to the OIG after she was 
notified that an individual claiming to be a BSEED inspector attempted to solicit a bribe from a 
local business owner.  The individual claiming to be a BSEED inspector only identified himself 
as “Johnson.”  The OIG referred the case to the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI). 

2013-CF-0068 
Complainant alleged that he had knowledge that a contractor who had previously done business 
with the City of Detroit was making improper payments to its workers.  The City of Detroit 
Purchasing Department forwarded the complaint to the OIG.  The OIG closed the matter after the 
complainant elected to withdraw his complaint without revealing the name of the involved 
company.  

2013-DF-0072 
Complainant notified the OIG that he received a payroll check from the City of Detroit even 
though he was no longer employed with the City.  The OIG determined that the City’s Payroll 
Division generated the check as a result of an inputting error.  The Payroll Department voided 
the check and the OIG closed the case. 
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