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1      Detroit, Michigan

2      Thursday, August 11, 2016

3      6:31 p.m.

4                           -  -  -

5                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Good afternoon.  I

6      should say good evening.

7                 AUDIENCE:  Good evening.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  It goes to show

9      you that we're on our toes.  Good evening and welcome

10      to the evening meeting of the Board of Police

11      Commission.  I am your Chair, Willie Bell.  And we are

12      here at Jordan Missionary Baptist Church.

13                 I'm going to have opening prayer invocation

14      by Bishop McCray, the minister of the house here, as

15      he comes forward.  And any other remarks you want to

16      make after opening prayer we would appreciate it.

17                 BISHOP McCRAY:  Let us all bow our heads in

18      prayer.

19                 Most kind and eternal God, our Father, as

20      we come at this hour of the afternoon we come, Father,

21      with heads bowed and hearts humbled thanking you,

22      Father, that you've allowed us one more day that we

23      might be able to greet one another and share with one

24      another, not view one another.

25                 We thank you Heavenly Father for allowing
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1      these leaders to be placed at this place that, Father,

2      the business of this commission can be shared.  We

3      thank you, Lord, for our policemen, we thank you for

4      our commissioners, we thank you for the leaders of our

5      city.  And we ask you, Heavenly Father, to watch over

6      them, guide them, Heavenly Father, for their work is

7      not a easy work, neither is their task always welcome,

8      but it is necessary, especially in times like these.

9                 And so we ask you, Heavenly Father, to

10      touch the hearts of the residents of our city, Lord,

11      that they may be opened up to our policemen and they

12      might understand the work that they must do.  And

13      bless the hearts of our policemen, Father, that they

14      might always understand, Lord, that the work that they

15      do is a diligent work and that the lives that they

16      save, Lord, are important.  We ask, Lord, that you

17      bless all those, Lord, who are just standing in the

18      need of your help, in the need of your glory.  Guide

19      us, Father, and keep us is our prayer, in Jesus name.

20      And the church said together amen.

21                 AUDIENCE:  Amen.

22                 BISHOP McCRAY:  On behalf of the officers

23      and members of the Jordan Missionary Baptist Church as

24      well as our Association Evangelistic Outreach Network

25      where I serve as Jurisdictional Prelate, we want to
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1      welcome the Detroit Police Commission and all of the

2      members thereof here to our humble home.  We want you

3      to know that you are welcome here any time and you --

4      our doors are always open to you.  We applaud the work

5      that you do.  And we know that it is a strenuous task,

6      but necessary task.  And anything that we can do as

7      part of the faith-based community to assist you and

8      aid you, please feel free to contact us and let us

9      know, because we're all in this thing together

10      because at the end of the day we all are family.

11                 God bless you.

12                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

13      Appreciate it.  Thank you for that warm hospitality.

14                 In this evening meeting, I'm going to call

15      the meeting to order, and we're going to conduct a

16      roll call by the commissioners introducing themselves

17      and any brief remarks they want to make.

18                 At this time, to my extreme left -- I can't

19      entirely see the floor there, but starting with the

20      commissioner to my extreme left should be Commissioner

21      Shelby.

22                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Commission Richard

23      Shelby representing District 1.

24                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Bishop Edgar Vann

25      representing District 2, northwest Detroit.
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1                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Commissioner

2      Reginald Crawford representing District 3.

3                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Police Commissioner

4      Willie Burton.  I represent District 5.

5                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Good evening.

6      Police Commissioner Ricardo Moore, Vice Chair of the

7      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners representing

8      District 7, west side.

9                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And to my right?

10                 COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Good evening.  Police

11      Commissioner Lisa Carter representing District 6.

12                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Commissioner

13      Elizabeth Brooks, appointed.

14                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Commissioner Derrick

15      Sanders, appointed.

16                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Commissioner Eva

17      Garza Dewaelsche, appointed.

18                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And I am once again

19      Commissioner Willie Bell of District 4.  I represent

20      District 4 and I'm the Chair of the board, and you

21      just met my Vice Chair, Ricardo Moore, this evening.

22      And we're going to go forth by --

23                 At this time sitting in for Chief Craig,

24      and he might be still celebrating his significant

25      birthday this week, and we wish him well, and that
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1      would be Deputy Chief Renee Hall.

2                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Good evening.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And Mr. Gregory Hicks,

4      our board secretary, would you introduce the staff of

5      the Board of Police Commissioners.

6                 MR. HICKS:  Thank you, Commissioner.

7                 Commissioner, you have 10 members present

8      and you do have a quorum.

9                 I would like to introduce several of our

10      staff people who are here today.  First we have Linda

11      Bernard who is sitting here, and she is the attorney

12      for the board.

13                 We also have Pam Drake who is here.  And

14      Pam will introduce the balance of her staff in just

15      one second.

16                 We do have with us Sergeant Alan Quinn from

17      Media -- I mean Sergeant Alan Quinn who is taping the

18      meeting.  We have Media Services that is taping the

19      meeting.  And we have Sheila Rice who is the court

20      reporter for this evening who is seated over here.

21                 Pam, if you can introduce your other ...

22                 MS. DAVIS-DRAKE:  I hope I can be heard.

23                 Good afternoon -- good evening.

24                 MR. QUINN:  You have to stand at the

25      podium.
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1                 MS. DAVIS-DRAKE:  Good evening, everyone.

2      Pamela Davis-Drake, Chief Investigator.

3                 I have with me today Supervising

4      Investigator Abdullah Nelson.

5                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other introduction?

6                 MR. HICKS:  No.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Let the record

8      reflect that Commissioner Conrad Mallet is absent at

9      this time, but we do have a quorum.  I think you

10      already made that determination.

11                 Commissioners, I ask your approval of the

12      agenda for the meeting of August 11, which is this

13      evening?

14                 COMMISSIONERS:  Support.

15                 COMMISSIONER:  Move adoption, Mr. Chair.

16                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

17      and supported.

18                 Those in favor?

19                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?

21                 Motion carries.

22                 The next item of business will be the

23      approval of the minutes from Thursday, August the 4th.

24      What's your pleasure?

25                 COMMISSIONER:  Support.
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1                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  So moved.

2                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

3      and supported.

4                 Discussion?

5                 Those in favor, aye?

6                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?

8                 Motion carried.

9                 I'm going to reserve my remarks, but I just

10      want to say that we are pleased to have the meeting

11      here in the heart of Jefferson and Chalmers area.  The

12      Fifth Precinct embrace pretty significant organization

13      from the east side -- I mean East English Village to

14      Cornerstone borderline, I guess, and also

15      Jefferson-Chalmers and Morningside and other

16      organizations that make up the heart and soul of this

17      organization of the Fifth Precinct in terms of

18      community involvement.  And I know Commanders Ewing is

19      going to elaborate in much more detail in reference to

20      the Fifth Precinct so we can move on.

21                 I'm going to ask that -- the next item

22      would be Deputy Chief Hall representing the Chief of

23      Police, Chief Craig.

24                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Good evening.  First

25      I'd like to greet the board and also introduce several
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1      command officers and executives who are present today.

2      As I look around, let me make sure I don't miss

3      anybody.

4                 I think have Commander Eric Ewing from the

5      Fifth Precinct, Commander Todd Bettison from

6      Neighborhood Liaison, Commander Tim Leach from number

7      11, Commander Charles Mahone from number 9, Commander

8      Jacqueline Pritchett from number 8, Commander Tosqui

9      from number 6, I have Captain Holt from number 7,

10      Captain Gary Sroka from number 12, I have Captain

11      Petty from Downtown Services, Captain Russ Solano from

12      number 4.  And I don't think I missed anybody.  The

13      NPOs are going to be introduced by Commander Ewing

14      during his presentation.

15                 Just a couple things from the Detroit

16      Police Department.  I am so pleased today to talk

17      about how our numbers are down.  We are sitting on

18      reductions, as much as 32 percent reduction in our

19      carjackings year-to-date, 14 percent in robbery, 14

20      percent in nonfatal shootings, 14 percent in

21      aggravated assaults.  The only area that we are seeing

22      an increase is in our homicides, and we recognize that

23      we have a little bit more work to do.

24                 We are in no way celebrating that we have a

25      total victory relative to crime, but we are making
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1      strides.  As you know, this is a smaller police

2      department.  We're dealing with some of the same

3      issues, but the men and women in the city of Detroit

4      right now are doing a phenomenal job, and we recognize

5      there's so much more work to do, but we applaud the

6      success that we have right now.

7                 Just one of the upcoming events that is

8      coming up on this weekend is going to be Cots

9      Community and Classic Cars.  That is going to be a car

10      show along with our community.  We recognize that most

11      of our individuals who have classic cars have really

12      nowhere to showcase them.  So they came to us as an

13      organization and we put together an event for them.

14                 Of course you know Chief Craig is a huge

15      car guy.  So on Saturday -- this Saturday, the 13th,

16      from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Canfield between Cass and

17      Second there will be a classic car show.  We're

18      inviting you to come on out, enjoy viewing some

19      classic cars and just spending some time with the city

20      of Detroit and our community as we fellowship

21      together.  So we ask that you do that.

22                 I do want to thank each one of the board

23      members who made it to the Chief's birthday party on

24      Wednesday as he celebrated his 60th birthday party.

25      We had a wonderful time.  Thank you so much.
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1                 At this time from the police department we

2      will have Commander Eric Ewing from the Fifth Precinct

3      who will give us an overview of the Fifth Precinct.

4                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Through the Chair,

5      prior to Commander Ewing I have a question for the

6      deputy chief.

7                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Yes, sir.

8                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  And it's really

9      not directly related to police.  It's indirectly

10      related.

11                 As I drove down Newport outside I noticed a

12      whole bunch of weeds that look like trees across the

13      street, a lot of blight.  And I know indirectly that

14      attributes to crime.  Can you put in a message to

15      someone in the City to see if they look into that so

16      they can clean up across the street?

17                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Absolutely.  Our NPOs

18      are right here today, and they can take note of that

19      and make sure that we get that to the proper city

20      entity.  We do work hand-in-hand with our district

21      managers.  So we'll take care of that right away.

22                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Thank you, ma'am.

23                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  You're welcome.

24                 COMMANDER EWING:  If it please the board,

25      Commander Ewing, Fifth Precinct.  My partner in crime,
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1      Mark Bliss, is on a furlough, a well-deserved furlough

2      I might say.  I'd like to at this time introduce my

3      staff.  If they would please stand up.

4                 Sergeant McClure, Sharon McClure, Officer

5      Herman King NPO, Officer Audrey Curtis and Officer

6      Deandre Gaines.  We have a fourth NPO, Officer Deborah

7      Gaines, again is on furlough, well-deserved.

8                 As you know, the Fifth Precinct is a newer

9      building.  It's located 3500 Conner Avenue.  It's one

10      of the largest -- we are one of the largest police

11      precincts in the city.  We currently encompass about

12      12.8 square miles.  We border the interstate of I-94

13      to the north, the Detroit River to the south, Cadillac

14      Boulevard to the west and Kingsville Road to the east.

15      We border communities such as Grosse Pointe Farms,

16      Grosse Pointe Park and Harper Woods.

17                 As the commissioner alluded to earlier, we

18      have several communities within the Fifth Precinct.

19      Some of the more notable ones are East English

20      Village, Cornerstone, Morningside and the Riverside

21      communities.

22                 The city of Detroit properties and private

23      property within the Fifth Precinct consist of

24      Waterworks Park, Daimler-Chrysler Jefferson North

25      Complex extended from St. Jean to East Warren, Conner
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1      to East Jefferson.

2                 Right now the Fifth Precinct -- and we're

3      not boasting on this, but we currently answer about

4      18,000 calls for service in this past year, which

5      equates to about 600 calls per week and almost a

6      hundred calls per day.  The Fifth Precinct also

7      averages about 40 felony arrests and over 42

8      misdemeanor arrests a month, which equates to an

9      average of about a thousand arrests per year.  In that

10      the precinct also averages about 150 traffic stops,

11      misdemeanor citations every month, which equates to

12      about 1,800 citations issued per year.

13                 As you just met my neighborhood police

14      officers who are assigned to quality of life issues,

15      and they really have been the heart and soul of the

16      precinct as they work with the communities that we

17      have within the Fifth Precinct.

18                 Some of the family fun events that we have

19      within the Fifth Precinct includes the Chandler Park

20      Aquatic Center.  This past week we had our National

21      Night Out.  If any of you were available, we had over

22      1,100 kids who attended that particular event in which

23      again my NPOs were able to give out bookbags and

24      things at that event to those particular kids who came

25      to that event.
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1                 Also in the Fifth Precinct it houses St.

2      John Hospital Medical Center, which is a level trauma

3      2 center.  It's one of the largest hospital campuses

4      in the city of Detroit.  Most notably we have the

5      Fiat-Chrysler Jefferson North Assembly Plant, which is

6      about three million square feet plant wise, that is,

7      and rests on 283 acres.

8                 And lastly, you know, the Fifth Precinct

9      moved into the building about December 16th, I

10      believe, of 2015 and since that time what's most

11      noticeable about that is that, you know, the community

12      has embraced the Fifth Precinct.  We're able to now

13      have community concept at the precinct, community

14      meetings, which the community is starting to really

15      take ownership of.  We have developed new citizen

16      radio patrols, and something new at a precinct I have

17      developed at the behest of the Chief, a community

18      advisory board along with a police advisory board.

19                 Within the Fifth Precinct we have five

20      Green Light locations.  One is the McDonald's located

21      at 10400 Gratiot Avenue, the Riverside Party Store

22      located at 12706 East Jefferson, Perry's Liquor

23      located at 14200 East Jefferson and two gas stations

24      on the corner of Jefferson and Alter Road, the Mobil

25      and the Marathon gas stations.



8/11/20168/11/2016

Page 16

1                 With that, that concludes my report.  I

2      would like to also add, as the deputy chief says, we

3      have enjoyed in the Fifth Precinct a slight reduction

4      in Part 1 crimes.  We're down approximately five

5      percent in overall Part 1 crimes this particular year.

6      What's most notable about that is, as she alluded to,

7      the manpower last year was considerably more than we

8      have this year.  And that just gives you an idea of

9      the great job the officers in the Fifth Precinct are

10      doing on a daily basis.

11                 We are down about 28 percent in nonfatal

12      shootings.  We're slightly up in homicides.  However,

13      our homicides are more or less domestic related.

14      Unfortunately, that is the case.  But the Chief has

15      mandated, along with the Mayor, that we're going to be

16      getting domestic violence counselors in the Fifth

17      Precinct to help us out with that.

18                 That concludes my report.  Any questions?

19                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, questions

20      or concerns of the commander?

21                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair?

22                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

23                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  To the fine, Commander,

24      thank you for a great report.  Just sort of wondering

25      about the population.  I know that you spoke about it
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1      a bit, but the population here in the precinct I mean

2      it's -- the blight is very obvious block by block by

3      block, and how is the population holding?

4                 COMMANDER EWING:  We have about 75,000

5      residents within the Fifth Precinct.  We are currently

6      fighting that blight every day.  We've issued a number

7      of tickets.  We work closely with the community.  As I

8      said, East English Village, Morningside, they have

9      myself on speed dial, the captain on speed dial and

10      quite certainly all my NPOs.  So we're fighting that

11      every day to try to curve that.

12                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Yeah.  I have the

13      privilege of serving as Chair of Habitat For Humanity.

14      We've built 120 houses in Morningside right near here.

15      And there's still a lot of blight, a lot of dumping

16      and a lot of things going on, even in the area where

17      we're building homes there.  So I'm not saying that

18      the police department has anything to do with people.

19      Although, there's an enforcement piece to that, but

20      I'm just thinking that this ought to be one of the

21      areas.  Is this in the hardest hit fund area?

22                 COMMANDER EWING:  This is --

23                 COMMISSIONER VANN:  Do you know?

24                 COMMANDER EWING:  This is our most densely

25      populated area within the Fifth Precinct.  Deandre
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1      Gaines, Officer Deandre Gaines, this is his area out

2      here.

3                 What we rely on with regard to dumping is

4      the citizens themselves.  We cannot be all over the

5      precinct, but if someone calls, get a license plate

6      number.  I tell people in the community now that I

7      have just recently, thanks to the deputy Chief and the

8      Chief, I recently received some new supervisors out of

9      this last promotional class.  I have a supervisor out

10      on the street every day.  And I tell the community now

11      if you have an issue just don't dial 911, call the

12      precinct.  The lieutenant's on the desk, sergeants,

13      whoever's in charge has been mandated to answer those

14      complaints immediately.  And there's always someone we

15      can reach out to to have them respond in an

16      expeditious manner.

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any other

18      comments, questions?

19                 Yes.

20                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Yes, through the

21      Chair.  Did I hear correctly that the Fifth Precinct

22      is down what, five percent in total reduction in

23      crime?

24                 COMMANDER EWING:  Four to five percent

25      total, Part 1 crimes, Part 1 crimes.  That's mostly
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1      assaultive crimes.

2                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  That's pretty good.

3      Thank you.

4                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any other

5      comments or questions?

6                 I just want to attest to the Fifth Precinct

7      in terms of being involved with the Ninth Precinct and

8      the Fifth Precinct.  They at one time merged.  So the

9      NPOs are really working extremely hard, because those

10      four or five organizations you named they are very,

11      very active from Jefferson-Chalmers all the way to

12      East English Village, to Cornerstone, Morningside.

13      They definitely engage the community, and they have

14      highly attended meetings.  And either you or your

15      staff have been active in those areas.

16                 And I live in East English Village and I

17      have witnessed the concerns of the community and how

18      we have responded to those concerns.  I just want to

19      thank you for your leadership and the team and Captain

20      Bliss and others in terms of that type of engagement

21      and that type of support system involved.

22                 COMMANDER EWING:  Thank you, sir.  As you

23      say, it's a team effort here at the Fifth Precinct.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.  Yes, sir.

25                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Through the Chair.
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1                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes.

2                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  I just wanted to

3      acknowledge there were a couple more command officers

4      that came in.  Captain Steve Walton, Commander Wilson

5      came in as well as D.C. Washington who just came in.

6      I'm sorry, Lieutenant Hahn (ph) is back there as well.

7                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

9                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  I do have a question.

10                 Commander, I have -- in District 5 I know

11      the Fifth Precinct makes up like District 5 and also

12      District 4, but my constituents over in Morgan

13      Estates, which is like Jefferson and St. Jean area,

14      will that be coming from the Fifth Precinct or will

15      calls be coming from -- being dispatched out of number

16      9?

17                 COMMANDER EWING:  No, that's the Fifth

18      Precinct.

19                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  That's Fifth Precinct

20      as well?

21                 COMMANDER EWING:  Yes, it is.

22                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Great.  I will

23      definitely share that with them.  Thank you so much.

24                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Through the Chair.

25                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.
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1                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Commander, is

2      there a number that citizens can contact your NPOs or

3      you if they have any questions, comments or concerns

4      as it relates to the Fifth Precinct?

5                 COMMANDER EWING:  If anyone has questions

6      for the NPOs -- what is the number directly to the

7      NPO?

8                 UNIDENTIFIED OFFICER:  313 ...

9                 UNIDENTIFIED OFFICER:  596-5511.

10                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  596-5511?

11                 COMMANDER EWING:  5511.

12                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Thank you, sir.

13                 COMMANDER EWING:  And to my office is

14      596-5510.

15                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Thank you, sir.

16                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commander, could you

17      elaborate a little bit further in reference to what

18      took place on August 2nd at Chandler Park Water Park?

19      I know we had in attendance over 800 last year, and

20      there was some concern about some of the kids.  You

21      increased the numbers this year.  What is that number

22      again?

23                 COMMANDER EWING:  Approximately 1,100

24      children.

25                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Kids --



8/11/20168/11/2016

Page 22

1                 COMMANDER EWING:  That's correct.

2                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And my understanding --

3      in some instance this was the first time, even though

4      this is their backyard, for young people to visit the

5      water park, and I just want to commend that type of

6      unique effort, especially it's been a hot summer.

7                 COMMANDER EWING:  Yes, sir.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I know it really makes a

9      difference in terms of kids having an opportunity to

10      participate.  So that's the type of involvement they

11      have with our young people in this particular

12      precinct.

13                 COMMANDER EWING:  And we plan to do a lot

14      more.

15                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

16                 Any other comments?

17                 Thank you, sir, and thank you, NPOs, and

18      Captain Bliss.

19                 COMMANDER EWING:  Thank you.

20                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'd like to recognize

21      from the Wayne County Commissioner's office would be

22      representing the commissioner, Tim Killeen (ph), also

23      the Beverly Kindle-Walker who is really a mainstay in

24      this particular -- in the Ninth and the Fifth

25      Precinct.  She's been involved in so many activities.
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1      Thank you for your attendance.  And also from the CB

2      parole and former officer of the Ninth and Fifth, and

3      that's Beverly Brown.  Thank you for your involvement.

4                 If there's any others that I might have

5      overlooked and I don't see you.  So I want to -- any

6      other officials or elected representing elective

7      officials that need to be acknowledged at this time?

8                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Mr. Chair, I just

9      want to thank the residents of District 7 for

10      traveling across the city.  You know who you are.

11      Thank you very much.

12                 AUDIENCE MEMBER:  We here.

13                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And thank you.  You

14      didn't get lost.

15                 I need to acknowledge -- i don't know.  I

16      think we might have Media Service for the recording

17      tonight.

18                 MR. HICKS:  We acknowledged.

19                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.

20                 The next item of business would be Homeland

21      Security is going to be postponed to next week.  We do

22      not have the equipment.  And I apologize, but it's on

23      the agenda.  But that will be rescheduled for next

24      week at three o'clock in the Public Safety Building.

25      So if you want to attend a very, very important forum
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1      that would be next week at three o'clock at our

2      regular afternoon meeting.

3                 Standing committee reports.  Any standing

4      committee reports?

5                 If not, we're going to hear from our

6      secretary to the board, Mr. Gregory Hicks.

7                 MR. HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  I just

8      wanted to indicate two things.  One, the budget

9      committee is scheduled to meet Monday at ten o'clock.

10      And the policy committee is scheduled to meet on the

11      18th at one o'clock.

12                 And I have nothing further.

13                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, sir.

14                 Any other --

15                 Now, in new business we're going to have

16      Mr. Donald Foster, Sr., would you come forward, and

17      Vice Chair Ricardo Moore is going to read a resolution

18      to recognize you for your involvement.

19                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Thank you,

20      Mr. Chair.

21                 "Resolution honoring Mr. Donald Foster, Sr.

22      Whereas Mr. Donald Foster, Sr. has been an active

23      volunteer in the Fifth Precinct for the last 22 years.

24      He has been married over 18 years to his wife, Duray

25      (ph), and is the proud parent of five children and two
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1      grandchildren.

2                 "And whereas Mr. Foster attended Wayne

3      State University, labor law studies and Henry Ford

4      Community College, applied science culinary arts.

5      Mr. Foster has a military background and served in the

6      U.S. Navy from January 3, 1988 through June 16, 1992.

7      He is currently the UAW Local 7 president of the

8      Jefferson North Assembly Plant, Fiat Chrysler

9      Automotive LLC and has been with this organization for

10      22 years.

11                 "And whereas Mr. Foster has previous

12      experience serving as a member of organizations,

13      including APRI, NAACP, BMIU, LUCA, Feed the Homeless,

14      Gleaners, UAW, Make a Wish Foundation, UAW Local 7 and

15      FCA Jefferson North, Put a Smile on a Child's Face,

16      United Way and the Fifth Precinct National Night Out.

17      He has received various awards and recognition from

18      the NAACP as well as the Coalition of Black Trades

19      Union, CBTU.

20                 "And whereas Mr. Foster has an excellent

21      rapport with the Fifth Precinct neighborhood police

22      officers.  He has always been interested in

23      police-community relations, and has contributed in

24      efforts to improve neighborhood safety and quality of

25      life.  He is an enthusiastic contributor to National
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1      Night Out, active in community clean-up, flower

2      planting, Angels Night and many other community events

3      where citizens are called upon to serve the community.

4                 "And whereas Mr. Foster enjoys such hobbies

5      as golfing, cooking and basketball.  He loves to

6      volunteer and help wherever he is needed.  He is what

7      every community leader hopes for and more.

8                 "And now, therefore, be it resolved that

9      the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners, speaking

10      for the citizens of the city of Detroit and the

11      Detroit Police Department, acknowledge the generous

12      spirit of Mr. Donald Foster.  His unselfishness and

13      dedication to improving the quality of life for all

14      citizens in his community and throughout the city of

15      Detroit merit our highest regards.  We thank and

16      congratulate you, Mr. Foster.  Detroit Board of Police

17      Commissioners."

18                 (APPLAUSE.)

19                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Mr. Chair, I'd

20      like to move for adoption of this resolution.

21                 COMMISSIONER:  Supported.

22                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

23      and adopted.

24                 Discussion?

25                 Those in favor, aye?
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1                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

2                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?

3                 Motion carried.

4                 I think there's more coming from Deputy

5      Chief Hall also.

6                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  I'm going to read mine

7      on that side.

8                 Mr. Foster, on behalf of the Chief of

9      Police and the City of Detroit Detroit Police

10      Department, we want to acknowledge you, thank you for

11      all of your work that you do.  It's citizens like you

12      that make being the police a wonderful, wonderful job.

13                 We have a Recognition Award as well as a

14      Spirit of Detroit Award, and I'm going to read the

15      Recognition Award first.

16                 "The Detroit Police Department Certificate

17      of Recognition to Mr. Donald A. Foster, Sr., resident

18      of the city of Detroit, in appreciation for the

19      following outstanding service and cooperation, for

20      your involvement in the community and services to the

21      city of Detroit demonstrate a spirit and a commitment

22      that is worthy of recognition."

23                 Signed on this day, August 11, 2016 by

24      James E. Craig.  This is one.

25                 (APPLAUSE.)
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1                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Hold that a second and

2      I'll read your Spirit of Detroit Award.

3                 "In presenting herewith as an expression of

4      gratitude and esteem of the citizens of the city of

5      Detroit to Mr. Donald A. Foster, Sr. in recognition of

6      exceptional achievement, outstanding leadership and

7      dedication, improving the quality of life."

8                 By the City Council of the City of Detroit

9      and the State of Michigan, and it's signed by all City

10      Council members.

11                 (APPLAUSE.)

12                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Mr. Foster, you have the

13      opportunity, you have the mike.

14                 MR. FOSTER:  I'm not much for words.  I

15      want to say thank you.  I accept this award on behalf

16      of not just myself, but my members of UAW Local 7.  We

17      have over 4,500 members.  And it's not just me that do

18      the contributions and everything when it comes to the

19      community service.  I do have to push a little bit,

20      but for the most part it's not much push, right.

21                 So I want to thank you on behalf of UAW

22      Local 7 membership.

23                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  And thank you, sir.

24      Appreciate it.

25                 Yes, sir.
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1                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  I'd like to thank

2      him personally on the board for all the work that he

3      have done, because I know it's a hard job being -- as

4      a union, because I'm in a union, too, as a union

5      representative.  So you did an incredible job to get

6      people together and to do the work that you do and

7      still go to work, you know.  So I commend you for

8      that.

9                 MR. FOSTER:  Thank you.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you for that union

11      plug.

12                 COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Union buddy.  We

13      stick together.  Build America.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  We appreciate it.  We

15      appreciate it.  We really do.

16                 Any old business?

17                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

18                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

19                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

20      Or it's old business, but it's also new.

21                 As you may well know or you may not know,

22      the Justice Department yesterday found that the City

23      of Baltimore police practices are racially bias.  It's

24      a pretty damming report.  I mention that because there

25      are those who sometimes wanting to say Detroit is
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1      similar in population and Baltimore was the same, and

2      sometimes they would also reference Baltimore Police

3      Department in terms of Detroit.  Detroit is far

4      different than Baltimore.

5                 As stated in this report, there was over

6      300,000 pedestrian stops roughly in a five-year

7      period.  Also, too, one black men in his mid 50s was

8      stopped 30 times in the last four years.

9                 Also, too, something that came up,

10      something that's new from the Justice Department,

11      which in January of 2015 I asked -- or mentioned this

12      at the table at a community meeting at the commission

13      table.  This reference is the Justice Department wants

14      to track all arrest-related thefts by the police

15      department.  And also, too, I wanted to further expand

16      that to assaults on police officers that we track --

17      start tracking all of the assaults that are made on

18      police officers by citizens and also, too, all of the

19      arrests that are related to deaths.

20                 The Justice Department is calling on all

21      the 19,450 law enforcement agencies in America to

22      bring forth this data.  And also that includes some

23      685 medical examiners, too.  So those are two issues.

24                 And last week there was a poll.  It was

25      some polling of the commissioners as to whether or not



8/11/20168/11/2016

Page 31

1      it supported the use -- or supported the Detroit

2      Police Department getting Tasers.  I would like to

3      note there is a policy, or a drafted policy, with the

4      police department are working on drafting a policy for

5      the use of Tasers.  I haven't seen any information to

6      that effect, and I don't know if any other

7      commissioners have such a policy.  I know I haven't

8      received it.

9                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Through the Chair.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

11                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  We do not currently

12      have a policy on Tasers, because we don't have Tasers.

13      There are industry standards across the country that

14      once we are approved for the use of Tasers that we

15      will have a policy in place.  We will definitely draft

16      one prior to that and that you can look at that will

17      cover all bases, and it will definitely be based on

18      industry standards from other agencies across the

19      country.

20                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay.  Thank you,

21      Assistant Chief.  That further states that my vote

22      last week was not a vote of ignorance, or not one

23      might say a decision based on ignorance, because I had

24      no knowledge and I didn't think anyone else had here

25      at the table, too.
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1                 Also, too, could I get a copy of the body

2      cam policy, especially in light of what occurred in

3      Chicago over the weekend where officers unfortunately

4      were involved in the use of deadly force?

5                 And it's obvious that periodically that the

6      body cams were cut off, and I do know Detroit on what

7      was in the drafted policy, which I have from last year

8      or two years ago that officers could manually turn

9      them on and off.

10                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  The policy is not

11      finalized.  We are still in our testing phases in the

12      Fourth Precinct and the Seventh Precinct.  The drafted

13      policy that you have is currently being updated as we

14      continue to pilot through the process.  And as soon as

15      that is available we can get that to you.  But the

16      drafted policy that you have is what we have, and

17      we're working on every day as we continue to pilot

18      through the pilot process for the body cams.

19                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Okay.

20      Thank you.

21                 And can we have someone come before us in

22      the next few weeks just to give us an update on the

23      body cam?

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioner Crawford,

25      we are in process of drafting a letter to the Chief of
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1      Police in reference to that particular issue.  So I

2      would inform you and I will share that communication

3      with you.  We're just in process of approving that

4      process from the Chair and the secretary.

5                 So we're working on that.  We have a formal

6      letter going to the Chief on the body camera issue.

7                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay, sir.  What I

8      was asking for is just an update as to --

9                 Is that what the letter is pertaining to?

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes.  We have a process.

11      We drafted the letter, a formal letter to the Chief of

12      Police in reference to that particular item.  I will

13      share that communication with you.

14                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  All

15      right.  Thank you.

16                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair.

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

18                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  You know, in relation

19      to the body cameras about the policy, you know, my

20      understanding is, you know, the Police Board of

21      Commissioners is responsible for the rules, the

22      regulations and the policies for the department.  And

23      I think we should be included when it comes to

24      revising or approving or looking into the policy for

25      body cameras as well as for Tasers when they're -- you



8/11/20168/11/2016

Page 34

1      know, when the department gets those.  I mean, several

2      of us has been advocating for Tasers from day for this

3      department, including myself.  So I'd like for we to

4      have a seat at the table when we're talking about the

5      policy issues as well.

6                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Through the Chair.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

8                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Yeah.  I just want

9      to make a reference.  A lot of times we call the item

10      a Taser.  Actually what it's called is an electric

11      rifle.  Taser is an acronym that stands for Thomas A.

12      Swift Electric Rifle.  So the proper name of it is an

13      electric rifle, not that that takes away anything from

14      it.  I hear that they can be effective, but it's an

15      electric rifle.

16                 And just to ask Commissioner Crawford, I

17      know you've done some research on this issue, if a

18      Taser is used does that company back that product or

19      do they kind of leave it on the department once it's

20      used?

21                 And, if you can't answer that, that's fine.

22      I can research it.

23                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Well, once again,

24      Commissioner, we addressed that issue two weeks ago.

25      It's now in the hands of the policy committee.  We are
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1      working on that.  I think that's one of the meetings

2      that you missed.  But we are in the process of

3      addressing both issues, from a legal issue, from a

4      policy issue.  So we are working on those.  And that's

5      why we indicated that the committee will be meeting

6      this coming Monday --

7                 MR. HICKS:  Thursday.  Policy is Thursday.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thursday.

9                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  And through the

10      Chair.  Yeah.  That question was for Commissioner

11      Crawford to see if he knew.  It had nothing to do with

12      policy committee.  I'm on the policy committee.

13                 So do you have that answer?  If not, we

14      can move forward as far as --

15                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

16                 I am the Chair for the policy committee,

17      yes.  Commissioner Burton just stated something in

18      terms of policy.  The department writes policy.  We

19      review policy.  We make recommendations to policy.  We

20      can call for changes in policy.  So let me kind of set

21      the record straight on that.

22                 Also, too, Commissioner Moore, in reference

23      to the question, yes, the company, Taser

24      International, no, they don't back their product.

25      That is a fact.
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1                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  They do not.

2      Okay.  Thank you, sir.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  The next item,

4      announcements.  Thursday, which is next week, August

5      18, will be the 3 p.m. meeting at the Public Safety

6      Headquarters.  And we already mentioned the highlights

7      of the meeting would be dealing with Homeland Security

8      that we moved to next week.  So that will be at three

9      o'clock in the afternoon.

10                 The next community meeting will be

11      September the 8th in the Third Precinct.  The location

12      is forthcoming.

13                 Now it's time for oral communication from

14      the audience.  You have two minutes to speak.  Just

15      please identify yourself and be respectful.  And keep

16      in mind you're speaking to the Board of Police

17      Commission.

18                 Ms. Brown.

19                 MS. BROWN:  Hi.  How is everybody?  I just

20      wanted to thank -- my name is Beverly Brown.  I live

21      in Morningside with the MEC patrol.  And I'd just like

22      to thank you guys for coming through our area.  I know

23      you come every year, but we appreciate it.  And thank

24      the police officers.

25                 What I came up here for is I have an
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1      announcement.  Gary Peters is giving out -- Senator

2      Gary Peters.  If you know any Vietnam veterans that

3      served in Vietnam, they have label pins that he wants

4      to present to them, to the Michigan Vietnam veterans.

5      So if you know somebody that actively served in

6      Vietnam they can get a pin.  They can call his office

7      or I can give you that information, the E-mail.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  I'll see you after the

9      meeting.  I'm a candidate.  Thank you.

10                 MS. BROWN:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you.

11                 MS. BROUGHTON:  Happy Thursday to everyone.

12      My name is Theo Broughton, co-founder of Hood

13      Research.  And two things I want to say.  One, I was

14      at the meeting in June when you had the election, and

15      it seemed that the appointees were upset that they

16      didn't have an opportunity to when to chair the

17      meeting.

18                 My opinion is that if you're going to chair

19      the meeting of being an official capacity, you need to

20      run for election, because appointees are put in by the

21      Mayor.  And while people may be satisfied with the

22      current Mayor, life is not promised.  He could drop

23      dead tomorrow and we end up with somebody like

24      Governor Snyder as Mayor of the city of Detroit.  So I

25      think that we should not have appointees, because if
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1      appointees are in charge that puts a block between the

2      community and the police commissioners and the

3      administration of the city of Detroit.

4                 As it relates to the body cameras, my

5      concern is once they are installed -- we were told

6      they would be installed by last December.  That has

7      not happened.  Now you've moved from zip code 05 to 04

8      and O7.

9                 If an officer -- well, first of all, the

10      equipment should be inspected before it leaves the

11      precinct for that particular tour of duty.  It should

12      be working properly, be it on the car or be it on the

13      body of the officer, checked when they come back.  If

14      for some reason the equipment does not work, the

15      officer should get a stiff fine.  The second time if

16      it does not work, they should be suspended for a week.

17      Third time if it does not work, then they are not

18      working in the police department for the benefit of

19      the community.

20                 And we do hear some strange things like

21      folks being shot in the back and all of that.  So I

22      think the policy needs to be very strict for those who

23      are going to wear the body cameras and those who have

24      the cameras on the vehicle, because we hear too often

25      that, oh, it just didn't work, oh, I forgot to turn it
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1      on.  That is unacceptable behavior.

2                 And I would like to submit that, hopefully

3      it's in your minutes, to the policy Chair and the

4      committee.

5                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.

6                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, sir.

8                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.  Ms.

9      Broughton, the policy committee chair heard and I

10      understand.  I'll tell you what did work recently in

11      New Orleans.  The New Orleans Police Department three

12      officers were fired.  They had their body cams on, an

13      individual was assaulted, they lied about it.  And it

14      was discovered through a audit or review by a

15      supervisor, not that there was a complaint filed or

16      anything like that, but just the supervisor following

17      policy periodically audits and reviews the video

18      footage and saw the assault.  And those officers were

19      brought up on charges and fired.

20                 So it does work.  But most importantly, you

21      know, body cams are not videotape or not -- there

22      needs to be accountability that goes beyond, which is

23      what happened in New Orleans, so ...

24                 MS. BROUGHTON:  Thank you.

25                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Ms. Beverly
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1      Kindle-Walker.

2                 MR. KINDLE-WALKER:  Good evening.  My name

3      is Beverly Kindle-Walker, and I would like us to take

4      a pause to remember a valiant community activist in

5      our community, Mr. Joy Haas, who passed away last

6      Monday.  And those of us who know Mr. Haas or knew him

7      he was a no nonsense kind of guy.  So I was asked by

8      Beverly Brown to put some thoughts together about him.

9      And so I'm going to read them, but I might get too

10      emotional but I did write it down.  I have to take off

11      my glasses, because I'm at that age, you know.

12                 "In memory of Mr. Joe Haas.  Mr. Joseph F.

13      Haas was born on October 4, 1931 and passed away on

14      August the 1st, 2016.  Mr. Haas was married to Betty

15      Haas for 57 years and had four children and seven

16      grandchildren.

17                 "He served his country in the military.  He

18      was faithful to his church, St. Raymond, Our Lady of

19      Counsel Catholic Church.  He was also an active member

20      of the Detroit Police Department, Ninth Precinct and

21      the Eastern District Police and Community Relations

22      Board where he was a treasurer for a number of years.

23      He could be counted on to raise funds for the

24      fifty-fifty raffles.  Joe Haas was not one to waste

25      time on matters that wasn't germane to the subject at
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1      hand.  He was a straight shooter.

2                 "In addition, Mr. Haas was a pilot who

3      loved aviation and was passionate about young people

4      who had a interest in aviation.  He would volunteer

5      his plane and his airplane to participate with the

6      Tuskegee Airmen International Museum and the Young

7      Eagles program to fly youngsters at the Coleman A.

8      Young International Airport, a/k/a Detroit City

9      Airport, every second Sunday from April to October

10      until his health prevented him.

11                 "He got a lot of joy in taking someone up

12      for their first plane ride.  On one occasion I was

13      able to go up with him and was seated in the co-pilot

14      seat.  After some coaching and direction, he was

15      comfortable enough to let me fly solo for a moment.

16      Lots of praying and calling on the Lord was made by

17      the backseat passengers, Patrice Lambert and Katrina

18      Lovely (ph).  It was an awesome experience, and Joe

19      was delighted.  Over the years we would laugh about

20      that day.  This community is going to miss Mr. Joe

21      Haas.

22                 "Submitted by Beverly Kindle-Walker."

23                 Thank you.

24                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Through the Chair,

25      how do you spell Mr. Haas' last name?
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1                 MS. KINDLE-WALKER:  H-A-A-S.

2                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Thank you.

3                 MS. KINDLE-WALKER:  And I have --

4                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been requested that

5      we pause for a moment of silence for Mr. Joe Haas.

6                 (A moment of silence was observed.)

7                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  Ms. Walker,

8      he served as treasurer, is that correct, for many,

9      many years?

10                 MS. KINDLE-WALKER:  Yes.

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, I know the young

12      man.  Thank you for bringing this to our attention.

13      Appreciate it.

14                 Okay.  Mother Bernice.

15                 MS. SMITH:  Good evening.  My name is

16      Bernice Smith, political activist, to our Chief and to

17      the Commissioner.

18                 Last night I got some upsetting news

19      watching CNN.  I don't know if most of you watch Don

20      Lemon.  He made admission and gave statistics in

21      regards to the Baltimore incident.

22                 I know our representative Crawford stated a

23      lot of statistics, but I just want to let you know

24      we're very fortunate to be here in the city of Detroit

25      when we read and hear about so many tragedies that
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1      befalls the black male and other males.  I think we

2      should just give a good prayer to say thank you, good

3      Lord, that we live in the city of Detroit.  I'm proud

4      of my department of police.  And until they do the

5      opposite of what we hear every night or every day

6      about killing, I give them all the praises.

7                 Now, one of the statistics was he stated

8      over 80 percent of blacks compared to whites were

9      killed or have been stopped.  And I think that's a

10      heck of a good record for us, because I don't think we

11      have nearly, nearly as many of that caliber.  And then

12      they say they use their Tasers as we have said, but I

13      have doubts about these Tasers.

14                 Now, my thoughts are this.  I'd rather have

15      those weapons than have a gun where you may be able to

16      stop the felon instead of shooting him like the young

17      man was shot in the back in Chicago.  That is my

18      hometown, and believe me I am very, very upset with

19      the fact of what's going on there and they can't get

20      it under control.  But then again, we have to say

21      thank you goodness that it's not us.

22                 And I do praise, again I state, my police

23      department.  And I'm proud of my women.  They do a

24      good job.  Like I gave kudos to two last week, but now

25      I'm afraid I have to come and tell you about a
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1      incident that happened at the Ninth Precinct.

2                 Chief of staff for one of the council

3      people his car was stolen in front of his house.  He's

4      down there by Elmwood Cemetery, in that area.  It was

5      around three o'clock in the morning he surmised.  In

6      the meantime, when he woke up around 9:00, he saw his

7      car was missing.

8                 He went to the Ninth Precinct to make a

9      report.  There were two women on the desk there around

10      about nine o'clock, and they didn't treat him too

11      wisely, with his ID being in the car and he didn't

12      have it on him to tell them all the particulars that

13      they want to find out about him.  They were not in

14      accord to the way I thought our police should treat

15      one of the citizens.  So he left.

16                 In the meantime, I do hope this won't

17      happen again and we won't get another complaint about

18      how we treat our citizens when we come in and make a

19      complaint.  He didn't have his ID, because his

20      paperwork and everything was in the car.

21                 But he did call me today to tell me they

22      found the car license on another car.  So we don't

23      know where the car is as of yet, but still I say the

24      police is doing a good job because they did notice the

25      license plate.
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1                 And I thank you very much for your time.

2                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

3                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Through the Chair.

4                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

5                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Mother Bernice, if you

6      could see the commander of number 9.

7                 MS. SMITH:  Okay.

8                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  It is unacceptable for

9      us to treat anyone other than with the utmost respect.

10      And the accolades that you gave the women on this

11      police department, the men on this police department

12      deserve as well.  And we do a great job and we want to

13      make sure that those who are not doing a great job are

14      noted and were taken care of.

15                 So if you would see the commander and get

16      those names and tell him who they were, what time they

17      were working, and we will be able to investigate and

18      find out who that was that did not treat --

19                 MS. SMITH:  He was supposed to be here

20      tonight, but I see he's not present so --

21                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  That's fine.  We'll

22      find out.

23                 MS. SMITH:  -- I just took it by myself to

24      report it.

25                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Thank you.
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1                 MS. SMITH:  All right.  Thank you.

2                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the Chair.

3                 Ms. Bernice?

4                 MS. SMITH:  Yes, sir.

5                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Would you pass that

6      information over to our chief investigator here, the

7      contact information for that individual, so we can

8      talk to them.

9                 MS. SMITH:  For the what?

10                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  The contact

11      information for that individual who wasn't treated

12      properly at the precinct.

13                 MS. SMITH:  All right.

14                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Can you pass that on

15      to our Chief Investigator, Ms. Pamela Drake.

16                 MS. SMITH:  Okay.  All right.  Thank you.

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner

18      Shelby.

19                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

20                 Also to Ms. Smith, the Department of

21      Justice report that you referenced it can be found

22      online.  It's 164 pages.  So you can go to the

23      Department of Justice website and you can download it,

24      or anyone can and they can read it.

25                 MS. LESTER:  Hello.  My name is Minnie
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1      Lester.  I'm the president of Southeast Waterfront

2      Neighborhood Association.  And what I come for, I just

3      want to thank you for us having the NPOs that we have.

4      Officer Gaines has been very, very wonderful.  All of

5      our NPOs over here is very good.  So this is what I'm

6      coming for.  I want to thank you for letting us have

7      these NPOs that we have.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.

9                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Thank you so much.

10                 (APPLAUSE.)

11                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Any other --

12                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair, can I

13      make a comment?

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Yes.  Go ahead.

15                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.  At

16      every one of our community meetings it's very -- I'm

17      very pleased to hear positive comments about our NPOs.

18      It never fails.  We go -- you know, we'll have

19      meetings all over the city, and some two or three

20      people will get up and say if it weren't for the NPOs,

21      you know, they're really out there in our

22      neighborhood, they're doing a great job.  I mean, all

23      the officers are doing a great job, but I really think

24      that that's a best practice that we have in our

25      department and is one of the reasons why we are not in
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1      the news the way other cities are.

2                 So I want to thank the NPOs.  I want to

3      thank all the officers, you know.  We should be doing

4      this at every meeting, thanking our officers for the

5      jobs that they're doing, because you're doing a

6      tremendous job.  And we do hear about what's happening

7      in other departments.  And we have a conference that's

8      coming up in September where we will get together with

9      all of the other oversight boards and commissions and

10      we will talk about these issues.  And we're going to

11      be very proud to say we don't have those problems

12      because we have some fantastic officers.

13                 So thank you very much.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner

15      Dewaelsche.

16                 Yes, sir:

17                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Praise the Lord.

18      Jesus loves you.

19                 On behalf of Jordan Missionary Baptist

20      Church, I want to thank you guys for not only your

21      services and what you do, but thank you for coming

22      here.  And I apologize for the AC.

23                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  No problem.  We

24      appreciate the hospitality, and notwithstanding we're

25      doing okay.
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1                 Any other audience participation at this

2      time?

3                 I do want to recognize the commander and

4      captain of the Eleventh -- I'm sorry.  I see the

5      Seventh Precinct.  Would you stand up and introduce

6      yourself again for the Seventh Precinct.

7                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Captain Holt.

8                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Captain Holt.  And is

9      that the commander?

10                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  No, the commander is

11      not here.

12                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Oh, okay.

13                 Captain Holt, introduce yourself.

14                 CAPTAIN HOLT:  Captain Holt, Seventh

15      Precinct.

16                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.  Any

17      time you're engaging in a precinct you know that's

18      24/7.  That's really a blessing.  And Captain Holt is

19      involved in that our entire three years on this board

20      and I just want to recognize your effort.

21                 Anyone from the Eleventh Precinct?

22                 Okay.  There you go.  And you are ...

23                 COMMANDER LEACH:  Commander Timothy Leach.

24                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commander Leach.  He was

25      also formerly captain there, doing a outstanding job
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1      in northeast --

2                 MR. HICKS:  Commander at number 9 is here.

3                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Number 9.  Well, we know

4      commander of number 9 we heard from.

5                 Oh.  He's engaging.  Commander?

6                 He's no stranger to the east side also.

7                 So any other east side precincts?  Any west

8      side precincts?

9                 I see Commander --

10                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  I want to

11      acknowledge Commander Tosqui in the back from the far,

12      far west side, Sixth Precinct.

13                 COMMANDER TOSQUI:  Okay.  Appreciate it.

14                 DEPUTY CHIEF HALL:  Far west.

15                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Okay.  Commander

16      Pritchett.

17                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Thank you.  And all the

18      support staff, you are very important.  And that's why

19      when we think about what's happening in this country

20      we have a great department working together with the

21      community and that's why we're here.

22                 I just want to just clarify one thing.  The

23      charter indicates their reference to policy it's the

24      Board of Police Commissioners consulting with the

25      Chief and the Mayor.  That's how policy is shaped up
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1      with those three heads.  The Board of Police

2      Commission and the Chief of Police naturally and the

3      Mayor.  That's how policy is shaped in terms of how we

4      move the police department.  That's been the case

5      since 1974 with the City Charter in 1973.  So we

6      should be clear, I think it's on the back of our

7      agenda.  And, if not, if you go to the City Charter it

8      is clear.

9                 And another issue that came up in the board

10      and we're not responding to, but I just want to set

11      the record straight, that this is a 11-person body,

12      appointees and elected, but we come together to

13      represent the people and we deal with accountability.

14      There is no division.  Election or election, that's

15      what it is, but once we move from that then we move

16      on.  But the bottom line is there's no division,

17      there's no in fight or whatever.  We are one body.  We

18      are one body.  I want that clarity for you to

19      understand there's no revision in reference to

20      appointed or elected can be chair of this body.

21                 We have election every year.  And that

22      election now will take place in June, and that person

23      can only serve one year as of July the 1st.  That is

24      charter mandate, okay, but that's in the charter.  So

25      you can read that it's in black and white.  We don't
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1      make up rules as we go along, okay.

2                 In my closing remarks about the body

3      camera, this is the third pilot program, but there was

4      some issue.  The Chief had spoken to it, the Mayor had

5      spoken to it.  So those issues are being worked out

6      now, and there's no policy.  It's a pilot program.

7      The Chief has spoken to that issue, the Deputy Chief

8      has spoken to that issue -- I mean Assistant Chief has

9      spoken and this body here.

10                 And also the community should be aware

11      there is no Taser policy as of yet.  We as a board

12      addressed that issue.  We get a did a little survey of

13      the commission.  We want to go forward in terms of

14      study.  There will be community involvement probably

15      in the month of September to have a community forum

16      give you an opportunity to weigh on it so you can

17      start that discussion on how you want to shape a

18      question, answer once we announce a date and time.

19      We'll probably have a panel of experts to come forth

20      to address those issues, but you the people have the

21      opportunity to participate.

22                 Okay.  So we are clear in terms of what we

23      are trying to do as a board.  We're elected or we're

24      appointed, we want to move in terms of accountability

25      of the Detroit Police Department.
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1                 I think by person here we are satisfied in

2      terms of the direction we are moving in -- under for

3      the last three years sitting on this board under Chief

4      Craig and his team and the police officer rank and

5      file.  But the bottom line, we hear your concerns.

6                 We handle all non-criminal complaints, our

7      chief investigator and staff.  So you can go online,

8      you can call, you can do it through DPD process.  It's

9      a open process.  But we also want to hear the good

10      news, what's good happening in this department, not --

11      but you have a formal process.  That's rather unique.

12                 And you can come to our meeting.  We do not

13      restrict you.  As long as you're respectful, you get

14      two to three minutes to speak your concern.  We might

15      not always respond, but it is your mike.  It is your

16      opportunity, okay.

17                 So that is the uniqueness of the Board of

18      Police Commission in the city of Detroit.  When you

19      look at it nationally, we are doing a great job.

20      We've got a long way to go, but there's nothing

21      perfect.

22                 We have two sitting commissioners who have

23      served on this board before, Commissioner Vann and

24      Commissioner Dewaelsche.  They know the inner workings

25      of it in terms of past experience.
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1                 So we have law enforcement personnel, but

2      we have people from all walks of life.  That's the

3      composition of this board.  So as we go forward if we

4      can tweak it or any concerns you might have you can

5      address us any time through our board secretary or

6      talk to a commissioner or our staff.

7                 So are we clear on that?

8                 And I just want to thank the Bishop and the

9      church.  If you would have came out here a month, say

10      six weeks ago, from Jefferson all the way to this

11      block it was knee-high grass.  This church was

12      involved along with others in terms of mowing the

13      grass.  They discovered there was sidewalks under that

14      grass.  I said why would you think that.  There was

15      houses here at one time.  This was a viable block.

16                 And I just want to close on that note.

17      Let's lift up DPD, lift up the city of Detroit as

18      often as we possibly -- we don't tell our story.  We

19      don't applaud ourselves.  There's some great things

20      happening.  We have Jefferson and Dickerson -- is that

21      Golightly Tech School, Tuskegee Airmen -- doing some

22      great things there.  We have Southeastern High School

23      in this area, and there's some middle schools and

24      elementary schools.  There are some great things

25      happening throughout the city.  They don't always get
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1      the media attention on 7, 4, 2.  But we know that's

2      why we're here.  We have a great department and we

3      have great people here.  Sure, we have some issues.

4      We are trying to deal with those issues and we are

5      dealing with those issues.

6                 Thank you.

7                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  Through the Chair,

8      just a quick acknowledgement of Lieutenant Jeff Hahn.

9      I forgot you earlier.  Sorry, sir.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Okay.  Any other

11      acknowledgements?

12                 Yes, ma'am.  Commissioner Brooks.

13                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I would just like you

14      all to know that we have a recruitment committee, and

15      I will be checking you all out.  I will be coming to

16      the NPO meetings.  I will be talking I think to

17      Beverly Brown and some other names I wrote down.  I'm

18      looking forward to meeting with you.

19                 We have a lot of young people who reached

20      the point where they could be policemen or

21      policewomen, but because of everything that's going on

22      now they're backing down.  We really need policemen

23      and women.

24                 And we're working hard as police

25      commissioners.  We have a committee and we're doing
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1      our best.  So I will be out in all the communities

2      that we go into.  I will come back again and talk with

3      you all about setting up recruiting fairs, whatever

4      else we have to set up in order to recruit.

5                 Thank you.

6                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Commissioners, any other

7      comments?  If not, we stand adjourned with a motion.

8                 VICE CHAIRPERSON MOORE:  So moved.

9                 COMMISSIONERS:  Supported.

10                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  It's been properly moved

11      and supported.

12                 Those in favor, aye?

13                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

14                 CHAIRPERSON BELL:  Those opposed?

15                 Motion carried.

16                 And thank you.  Thank you for your

17      attendance and your involvement.

18                 (The meeting was concluded at 7:36 p.m.)

19                         _   _   _
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