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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 February 23, 2012

3 About 3:16 p.m.

4           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Good afternoon to everyone.

5           AUDIENCE:  Good afternoon.

6           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  It's still warm and the

7 snow's not here.  Everybody should still be a little

8 happy.  Let me say good afternoon to everyone.  My name

9 is Commissioner Donnell White.  I have the pleasure of

10 serving as Chairman for the Board of Police

11 Commissioners.  Today is our Police Commission meeting

12 dated Thursday, February 23rd, 2012.

13           I'm joined with my colleague Commissioner

14 Jerome Warfield, and representing the staff of the

15 Board of Police Commissioners, Mr. Secretary, George

16 Anthony.

17           Mr. Anthony, for the record, can you please

18 introduce our staff?  Thank you.

19           MR. SECRETARY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  For

20 the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

21 The staff members include Ms. Dalph Watson who is the

22 Director of Police Personnel, Lieutenant Tim Leach who

23 is the Acting Chief Investigator of the Office of the

24 Chief Investigator, Mr. Robert Brown who is our office

25 manager, Sergeant Alan Quinn who is recording our
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1 proceedings and Ms. Elizabeth Koller from Hanson Court

2 Reporting Services.  That completes the introduction,

3 sir.

4           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Secretary.

5 For the record, I would like to note the presence of

6 our Assistant Chief Chester Logan, thank you for being

7 with us, Chief.

8           A.C. LOGAN:  Glad to be here, sir.

9           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  At this time we will ask if

10 we can have our invocation from Chaplain Roy Hill,

11 Mount Zion Church.  Thank you for being with us,

12 Chaplain.

13           CHAPLAIN HILL:  Thank you.  We can just bow

14 our head momentarily for a word of prayer.  Oh, mighty

15 God, our creator, our provider, our shelterer, we come

16 right now to ask for peace in the City of Detroit.  We

17 pray for the City, we pray for our leaders, especially

18 our Mayor and Chief of the Police Department, the

19 person Ralph Godbee and his dedicated staff, our Board

20 of Commissioners.

21           God, we come, we ask that you would help our

22 communities, help our children.  We need Detroit to

23 become a better place to live in.  Bind the communities

24 and the law enforcement together to help eradicate

25 crime that is taking place in Detroit.  Seems as though
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1 it's taking place hour by hour and day by day.

2           We realize that only you do it, but we must

3 humble ourself as a people and come together to work

4 together.  We pray that the crime and violence of our

5 city cease as we take back our neighborhoods to make it

6 a safer place to live and to work.

7           We pray for Detroit.  We welcome Detroit back

8 to the home it use to be.  Help us.  Our hearts are

9 heavy over such heinous crimes that are taking place in

10 Detroit concerning adults making bad decisions that

11 ultimately take the lives of our precious children.

12           Our seniors need you.  We all need you right

13 now.  Where there is pain give us healing.  Where there

14 is desperation give us hope for despair.  Where there

15 is suffering give us love.  Where there is killing,

16 give life.  Where there is sorrow give us joy.  Where

17 there is crime give more time to fight the good fight

18 of faith.

19           Only you can turn our situation around.  Our

20 confidence is in you.  Give us light, love, and

21 healing.  We asked in the name of the Father, the Son,

22 and the Holy Spirit.  Amen.

23           AUDIENCE:  Amen.

24           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Thank you, Chaplain Hill.

25 At this time two members of the Board are not
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1 represented for quorum, so we will delay voting

2 actions.  I also will apologize in advance as we have

3 become accustomed under my chairmanship on our fourth

4 Thursdays due to other responsibilities I will have a

5 need to leave early.

6           Also there's no formal Chairperson's Report.

7 But also I would like to make mention upon a quorum

8 being reached I know some of you may be anticipating

9 the fact we were going to close the process for the

10 amendment to the towing rules.  We're going to proposed

11 that be pushed back to the March 8th community meeting

12 where that final process will be communicated to the

13 public to all of you as to how we will proceed forward.

14 So any last additions if it's the will of this body we

15 will move that to move to March 8th.

16           Under the Secretary's Report, Mr. Anthony?

17           MR. SECRETARY:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  For

18 the record, George Anthony, Secretary to the Board.

19 This is the report of citizens complaint received in

20 January of 2012.  The monthly count of complaints in

21 2012 in January were 109, compared to same period last

22 year 116.  So we've had a six percent decrease for

23 January.  Year-to-date figures are the same.

24           At the end of January 2012 the Office of the

25 Chief Investigator had open investigations 634, cases



2/23/20122/23/2012

Page 7

1 filed 109, cases closed 172.  Of the 109 case filed

2 26 percent involve unknown officers.  The alleged

3 leading known units involved in complaints filed in

4 January 2012 were the 10th Precinct, Eastern District

5 both with ten percent, Central and Northeastern

6 Districts nine percent.  The 119 cases filed in January

7 2012 involve 160 allegations where the leading areas of

8 concern were demeanor 30 percent, procedure 28 percent,

9 service 18 percent, and force 14 percent.

10           That concludes the Secretary's Report, sir.

11           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Secretary

12 Anthony.  Any questions?  Commissioner Warfield.

13           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  No, sir.

14           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Secretary Anthony, I

15 would pose a question as to the continuous decrease as

16 we have noticed as it relates to complaints, what do we

17 attribute that to?

18           MR. SECRETARY:  It's probably because the

19 Officers are, you know, they're buying into certainly

20 the Department's strategy to be a better and more

21 service oriented department.  Also virtual precincts

22 may have something to do with it, too.  I think there

23 were some statistics that dealt with the number of

24 complaints that have come in under the virtual precinct

25 concept in Northeastern District.  So that may have
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1 something to do with it, as well.

2           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, sir.

3 Assistant Chief Logan, as it relates to the MAS

4 System, would it be farfetched to venture to say that

5 the ability to monitor individuals and address issues

6 in the early stage do you think long term that will

7 continue to allow some of these numbers to potentially

8 to go down?

9           A.C. LOGAN:  Yes, sir.  Through the chair,

10 Assistant Chief Logan.  Certainly the MAS System is

11 one key component of the overall picture that we're

12 trying to involve the citizens of the City of Detroit.

13 Training, MAS, a number of components go into it.

14           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, sir.  At this

15 time we have a presentation from the Office of the

16 Chief.

17           A.C. LOGAN:  Through the Chair, Assistant

18 Chief Logan.  I think on the agenda it might say report

19 from Crime Analysis, however, it's Tech Support.  I'd

20 like to call upon Commander Russ Decrease to come

21 forward.  He's from Tech Support to give us the

22 presentation on the in-car video.

23           COMMANDER DECREASE:  Good afternoon,

24 Commander Russell Decrease, from Technical Services

25 Bureau.  I've been asked today to come and give you an
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1 overview of the current situation on the in-car video.

2 This is kind of hard to see for the audience.  I do

3 apologize.  So I will try and read many of the slides,

4 so if there's any questions.

5           In our entire vehicle fleet we have

6 approximately a thousand vehicles.  Those thousand

7 vehicles include everything from specialty use

8 vehicles, buses, horse trailers, everything else.  We

9 have approximately 300 marked vehicles that are

10 assigned to precincts and districts.

11           Only marked vehicles that have high system

12 contact are the vehicles that are video equipped.

13 There's a number of vehicles that we do not have video

14 in, general assignments vehicles for which the Board

15 and the citizens, are unmarked cars that do not respond

16 to police situations, a lot of them are used by

17 investigators and things of that nature.

18           Plain clothes vehicles 30 series are not

19 equipped at this time.  Specialized vehicles including

20 our tanks, buses, things of that nature are not

21 equipped, and any vehicle that's not assigned to a

22 direct patrol function is not equipped with video.

23           As far as the actual equipment in the cars

24 and this is actually some of the challenges, on any pre

25 2007 vehicle we have what they call an explorer tablet
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1 which was a very early forerunner of the ipad and it

2 has very limited capabilities and it is not a stable or

3 reliable recording device.

4           In 2007, we started installing small PCs

5 which is a separate computer that records video and is

6 involved in the upload process, that is a little bit

7 more reliable, but at the time the full technology was

8 really not available to record at the level we wanted

9 to.

10           Starting in 2010 with the early 2011s we

11 started using OEM recording actually on the laptops.

12 This is actually using the latest technology.  We have

13 one of the, actually I believe is the largest

14 installation in the United States of video that has the

15 wireless upload.  And the 2011 fleet is extremely

16 stable.

17           Something that we just started is a Data 911

18 type of video.  It is computer based.  It's separate

19 from the computer that's in the front of the car, and

20 it provides a number of advantages that I'll actually

21 go through.  With the total upgrade project the in-car

22 equipment is one of the largest things.  It's a

23 state-of-the-art recording system that has many

24 features that I'll go through.

25           The next thing we had to do is we had to
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1 completely upgrade our wireless infrastructure.  This

2 means on every police facility we had to change over,

3 put in new antennas, new infrastructure, wireless back

4 bone, everything, and obviously a new server to capture

5 all the video, new antennas were installed at all

6 facilities, that finished about a month ago.

7           As far as the infrastructure behind the

8 antennas when the presentation was done we were at

9 about 50 percent.  Now we only have two facilities

10 left.  That's the 2nd Precinct which is not formally

11 opened as a precinct and the Northwest District.  All

12 other precincts are complete.

13           We did create an entire separate area because

14 there were bottlenecks on the network previously and

15 without going into the technical aspects we basically

16 created an entire separate line that goes to the server

17 so we're going to be losing that entire bottleneck and

18 we're going to be actually able to record to video.

19           With the server upgrade it is currently

20 operational but it's only accepting video from the new

21 system the five prototype cars Data 911.  But one of

22 the upgrades is going to be within six months.  It will

23 accept video from all the vehicles including the old

24 explorer tablets and as well as the in-building

25 cameras.
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1           Some of the advantages to the system that

2 we're using now, there's a separate computer for video

3 recording versus the computer that they're using for

4 taking reports, CAD runs, everything else in the front,

5 that makes it much more stable and much more reliable.

6           This one is actually one of the largest

7 issues, trigger-based recording.  Previously we were

8 trying to record eight hours of video in a shift, and

9 it was a physical impossibility to record that much

10 video transmitted wirelessly and actually retain it for

11 a reasonable time period.  What we're doing now is

12 we're trigging full motion video when something occurs,

13 when a police car turns on its lights, when a rear door

14 is opened and there's several other triggers, as well.

15           If a trigger is not activated it's still

16 recording but it's recorded at two frames per second

17 and there is no audio.  So we're still able to see

18 what's going on but it's no full motion and it does not

19 have audio.  That actually makes it so that the amount

20 of video that we're dealing with is able to be

21 downloaded and processed.

22           Another major advance is the tagging of the

23 trigger-based events.  For instance, to put it in very

24 simple terms when somebody turns on the lights in the

25 scout car after they turn it off it's going to ask the
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1 officer, you turned on a light, what was that, and it

2 will have a drop down list where they can chose traffic

3 stop, they can chose several different options.  That

4 will actually assist us in reviewing the video at a

5 department level as well as some of the compliance

6 issues.

7           And, of course, as I've already stated it's a

8 much more reliable technology than we've ever had in

9 the department and additionally we're actually becoming

10 a Best Practice in the entire United States for all

11 major departments.

12           Currently with the Data 911 we have five

13 prototype vehicles that have been out on the road for

14 approximately two months.  We have 40 new vehicles

15 which are currently being installed.  They're getting

16 everything from the video systems to the new radios and

17 light bars.  Those are probably 30 days out.  We do

18 have grant funding and a contract to install in 200

19 additional vehicle so there will be a total of 250

20 vehicles that are installed with the new video system.

21           And the installation schedule is going to be

22 based on the milestone of the payment, however, we do

23 expect to have at least a 100 installed by the end of

24 April.  Some of the challenges, the roll out speed, of

25 course, because it is based on the milestone of the
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1 payments it is going to be broken up into units of 50,

2 that will delay the roll out a little bit.  The

3 availability of new vehicles, we are looking to make

4 sure that whenever we are purchasing new vehicles on

5 the horizon we have enough systems left to install in

6 them.

7           Future development, we're looking at a policy

8 change which will obviously be brought through the

9 Board.  Microphones having powered on all times and

10 also outlining what the different events that will

11 trigger and the fact that it will only be recording one

12 trigger.  Also we're going to be stepping up the

13 supervisory audit and the compliance audits.

14           And as I stated previously the end goal will

15 be to have one video system for everything including

16 all generations of video recording, and obviously

17 centralized administration which was something only

18 available in the new system.  And that's what we have

19 on the in-car video.

20           Are there any questions?

21           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Thank you, Commander

22 Decrease.  Commander, before you leave we have a few

23 questions for you.

24           COMMANDER DECREASE:  Absolutely.

25           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Thank you, again for
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1 the presentation, Commander.  Several questions.  The

2 equipment that's going in the cars now is this the same

3 equipment that Deputy Chief was referencing before he

4 left the Department?

5           COMMANDER DECREASE:  Yes, it is.  You may

6 have heard of a unit called Data 911 or I forget the

7 name of the parent company, but this has been in the

8 works for approximately two years.  Grant funding was

9 identified and sought and actually received.  So we do

10 have money available to do all 250 vehicles.

11           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  How many cars, I

12 think I heard you say that 40 cars are fully equipped?

13           COMMANDER DECREASE:  I said there are five

14 that are actually on the road and have been for

15 approximately two months.  There are 40 vehicles that

16 are currently being installed, 40 brand-new marked

17 scout cars and they're getting new video.  Those are

18 actually being installed currently.

19           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  So that makes sense.

20 Talk to me a little bit about how many cars that police

21 officers are driving in today have video and audio

22 working in them?

23           COMMANDER DECREASE:  As far as marked scout

24 cars that are being used on the cars that are answering

25 radio runs we're seeing approximately 80 percent.
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1           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Great.  Would this

2 video be able to rotate?  There's a lot of discussion

3 about when incidents happens it only captures what's

4 directly in front of the hood of the car.  Does it have

5 any type of periphery capability?

6           COMMANDER DECREASE:  It does not have

7 peripheral and that's something that is based on the

8 technology available.  One of the things that I did not

9 mention and we did add, however, is we do have a rear

10 facing camera that will captures what occurs in the

11 backseat when the back door is opened to trigger it.

12 So that will definitely come into play with a lot of

13 allegations of force.

14           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Now, does that come

15 on when the door is open automatically?

16           COMMANDER DECREASE:  Yes, it does.

17           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Can we talk a little

18 bit about the audio and the current audio that's in the

19 cars now because one of things I understood from

20 talking from Officers and I have no idea if I heard it

21 right or not, but there is an issue with the battery

22 being able to stay charged or charging those batteries?

23           COMMANDER DECREASE:  There are several

24 issues, and that's one of the reasons why I said of one

25 the major challenges is that we have at least five
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1 different types of equipment out there.  Some of the

2 equipment is 2003 vintage.  Of course, the microphones

3 are unreliable, the batteries are long past their

4 normal life, things of that nature.  So when you're

5 talking the older vehicles especially, yes, the audio

6 is an issue.

7           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  What about new cars,

8 the new cars as equipped with new audio?

9           COMMANDER DECREASE:  The new cars there is no

10 issue.

11           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Because we were told

12 that each Officer would be assigned their own mic and

13 that would be theirs and they would have to keep up

14 with it, the functionality of it if it's working or

15 not.  Is that still in process now?

16           COMMANDER DECREASE:  That still is part of

17 the plan.  That is not available at this time due to

18 funding and contractual issues, but that is being

19 worked it out and should be available in the future.

20           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Do you know

21 approximately when?

22           COMMANDER DECREASE:  I can't say because it's

23 Grants and Contracts that's currently working on it,

24 but it will probably be sometime, probably second or

25 third quarter.
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1           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  And the reason I ask

2 that question is because still in your reports of

3 citizen complaints we're still getting a number of

4 complaints where either the video and/or sound has not

5 been captured and so it's hard to validate either side

6 of that situation.

7           So us having that information in our shop

8 helps a great deal.  And then finally, I think it's

9 finally, you had talked about the new equipment.  How

10 long would the video be in storage?  Where now I think

11 we only have 90 days that we can go back and look at

12 the video.  With the new system what would that dating

13 be?

14           COMMANDER DECREASE:  There are no plans on

15 changing it and the major reason is due to storage

16 space.  When you're talking storage for a hundred

17 vehicles on every shift, every day, plus approximately

18 twenty cameras in each police facility that has a

19 lockup that is an overwhelming amount of video.  So

20 extending it past the current 90 days would be almost

21 impossible without lots additional hardware.

22           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  And then finally,

23 through the Chair, if you can just sum up for the

24 citizens that are here just the top two or three points

25 that makes this system better than what we've had in



2/23/20122/23/2012

Page 19

1 the past what would it be?

2           COMMANDER DECREASE:  Number one, the

3 technology has finally come of age so it actually is a

4 reliable system, wherein the past it hasn't been and

5 that was just due to the technology that was available

6 at the time.  Second thing is because it's

7 trigger-based recording and the trigger again is when

8 you turn on your overhead lights, when you open the

9 rear door, there's also sensors for speed as well as

10 turning a corner in a very fast manner.

11           All of those different triggers will trigger

12 full recording as well as audio, and the rest of the

13 time it's only recording at two frames a second.  That

14 actually makes the video that's recorded something that

15 is manageable, that's something that is possible.

16 Those are two major features.

17           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Thank you.

18           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Commander, when you say

19 triggering an event, is that synonymous?

20           COMMANDER DECREASE:  Yes.

21           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  So with the same individuals

22 the microphone they're all triggered on events so

23 Officers will not be monitored on a continuous basis

24 until a certain trigger happens?

25           COMMANDER DECREASE:  That's correct.  When a
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1 trigger is not activated and one of the other major

2 triggers I forgot is the Officer can actually trigger

3 on his microphone, it is still recording video at two

4 frames a second, but there is no audio being recorded.

5           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  That viewing with the

6 wireless capabilities is command able to view what is

7 going on?  Is there some kind of from a control room

8 standpoint that if a trigger happens you can pull up an

9 interface to allow you to see what's going on?

10           COMMANDER DECREASE:  If I understand your

11 question correctly could I physically see what's going

12 on a scout car at this exact second out on the street?

13 The answer is no.  It takes until the car comes back

14 and actually uploads the video.

15           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Okay.  So when we talk a

16 about wireless is that in the vehicle or was that

17 something?

18           COMMANDER DECREASE:  The way the video is

19 transferred is one when the vehicle pulls up to any

20 police facility without the officer doing anything it

21 automatically connects to a wireless network similar to

22 what you have in your home and actually uploads the

23 video from the car to the police network.

24           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  I have further questions.

25 Certainly we would like to note the presence of
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1 Commissioner Tony Stewart who has joined us.  Thank you

2 your being with us, sir.

3           COMMANDER DECREASE:  Thank you, sir.

4           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  At this time if we could

5 back up, I would ask the Chair for a motion for the

6 approval of the agenda dated Thursday, February 23,

7 2012.

8           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  So move.

9           COMMISSIONER STEWART:  Second.

10           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  It's been properly moved and

11 supported.  Any discussion?  Seeing none, all those

12 favor?

13           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

14           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Opposed?  Thank you very

15 much.  The Chair will also entertain a motion for the

16 approval of the minutes dated Tuesday, February 6th,

17 2012, I apologize, that was our special call meeting,

18 Monday, February 6th, 2012.

19           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Move to approve.

20           COMMISSIONER STEWART:  Second.

21           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  It's been properly moved and

22 supported.  Any discussion?  Seeing none, all those in

23 favor?

24           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

25           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Opposed?  Thank you.  The
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1 Chair will also entertain a motion for the approval of

2 the minutes dated Thursday, February 9, 2012.

3           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  So move.

4           COMMISSIONER STEWART:  Second.

5           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  It's been properly moved and

6 supported.  Any discussion?  Seeing none, all those in

7 favor?

8           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

9           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  There is also a grant

10 that is before us under Old Business.  Commissioner

11 Warfield, will you do us the honor, sir?

12           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Detroit Police

13 Department Community Services request to apply for a

14 MetLife Foundation Grant 2012.  MetLife Foundation

15 Grant and the Local Initiatives Support Corporation

16 (LISC) are partnering for the eleventh year to

17 recognize, sustain and share the work of innovative

18 partnerships between community groups and police to

19 promote neighborhood safety and revitalization.

20           Through this awards program, MetLife

21 Foundation and LISC will identify and honor

22 partnerships that exhibit tangible accomplishments in

23 their efforts to advance the process, outcome, and/or

24 evaluations of potent police-community collaborations.

25 Eligible applicants must be member organizations of
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1 partnerships that include, but need not be limited to

2 community organizations and police.

3           The MetLife Foundation Community-Police

4 Partnership Awards include two separate categories

5 which emphasize different models of community-police

6 collaboration.  Applicants can apply under two separate

7 award categories.  Category Number One, Neighborhood

8 Revitalization Awards:  One first place monetary award

9 of $30,000.00 and four runner up awards of $20,000.00

10 will recognize exemplary collaboration between

11 community groups and police that yield crime reductions

12 as well as economic development outcomes, such as real

13 estate development, business attraction and job growth.

14 Winners of Neighborhood Revitalization Awards agree to

15 hold a local event in summer or fall of 2012 announce

16 their award.

17           Category Number 2:  Special Strategy Awards:

18 Five monetary awards of $15,000.00 each recognize

19 exemplary collaborations between community groups and

20 police that yield significant public safety outcomes in

21 one or more of the following areas:  Applied

22 Technology, Aesthetics and Greenspace Improvement,

23 Diversity Inclusion and Integration, Drug Market

24 Disruption, Gang Prevention and Youth Safety, Seniors

25 and Safety.
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1           The Detroit Police Department's Community

2 Service is currently in the process of preparing a

3 grant application that meets the guidelines.  This

4 application will be prepared and submitted by the grant

5 deadline of March 11th, 2012.  In the event that

6 approval is granted to apply and the award is received

7 Lieutenant Terry Herbert of Community Services will

8 serve as the project director.  The Chief is requesting

9 our permission to apply for the grant, sir?

10           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Commissioners, as it

11 relates to the Detroit Police Departments Community

12 Services request to apply for a MetLife Foundation

13 Grant for the year 2012, what is your pleasure?

14           COMMISSIONER STEWART:  So move.

15           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  I support, sir.

16           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  It's been properly moved and

17 supported.  Any discussion?  Seen none, all those in

18 favor?

19           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

20           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Opposed.  Thank you much.

21 Also under Old Business we have our proposed amendments

22 to towing rules.  The Chair would ask if it is the

23 pleasure of this body that we move, postpone the sunset

24 of this process to our March 8th community date which

25 will be held within the Central District.  If it is so
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1 the pleasure of this Board, a motion is in order?

2           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Sir, I move that we

3 set the deadline for having the proposed amendments to

4 the towing rules by March the 8th at our community

5 meeting.

6           COMMISSIONER STEWART:  Support.

7           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  It's been properly moved and

8 supported.  Any discussion?  Seen none, all those in

9 favor?

10           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

11           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Opposed?  Thank you, very

12 much.  Are there any proposed amendments for the towing

13 rules today?  Seeing none, we will move on.  Under

14 Announcements, please be advised that our next meeting

15 will be held Thursday, March 1st, 2010, 3:00 p.m., here

16 at Police Headquarters 1300 Beaubien, Room 328A,

17 Detroit, Michigan 48226.

18           At this time we will have oral communications

19 from the audience.  If you would like to address the

20 Board of Police Commissioners we ask that you please

21 come forward, speak clearly into the microphone, for

22 the benefited of the record state and spell your first

23 and last name.

24           Are there any communications?

25           MR. BRICE:  Good afternoon.  Marcelus,
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1 M-A-R-C-E-L-U-S, Brice, B-R-I-C-E.  I'm here as

2 Director Community Affairs for Detroit City Council

3 Pro-Tem Gary Brown.  This last week we had, this past

4 Tuesday we had our community meeting and in the

5 community we received a couple questions from

6 constituents speaking on the process of when there's an

7 accident what is the process to get police officers to

8 come out and to sweep up the glass, and how do we

9 monitor that to make sure that they are sweeping up the

10 glass when there's an accident?  If they're not

11 sweeping up the glass when there is an accident what is

12 the punishment for that?

13           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  That's a great question,

14 Mr. Brice.  I don't think this falls on the Department.

15 I do believe that was reiterated by an amendment

16 proposed by Commission Warfield if I'm not mistaken as

17 to how towers who arrive on the scene clean the site as

18 well.  So that is being addressed and is in the

19 amendment process to ensure that is both addressed and

20 enforced.  Commissioner Warfield, would you like to add

21 anything?

22           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  I believe it's

23 already a city ordinance.  There's a city ordinance.

24 So if it's not enforced then what the citizens probably

25 need to do is copy down the name of the tow company
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1 that showed up, let us know and we can get back with

2 that.

3           MR. BRICE:  So if I'm getting this correctly,

4 it's not the responsibility of the Department, it's the

5 responsibility of contracted towing?

6           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Exactly, exactly.

7           MR. BRICE:  Okay.  Thank you.

8           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Any other comments?

9           MR. SCOTT:  Good afternoon.  Ron, R-O-N,

10 Scott, S-C-O-T-T, Detroit Coalition Against Police

11 Brutality.  First of all, I want to say that, you know,

12 regarding the events of last week we have been to a

13 number of funerals and experienced a number of deaths.

14 And certainly our hearts and minds and our souls are

15 challenged by the events of last week.

16           Having said that, Dr. King said that

17 sometimes you have to take a stand and you have to make

18 a statement that's neither political or popular, you

19 have to do it because it's the right thing to do.

20           Today I come before you to say, to tell you

21 about a communication that I sent to Sergeant Aaron

22 Stevens for Chief Godbee on the 21st of February.

23 Ironically the day that Malcolm X was assassinated.

24 And it's stated as follows:  I heard Chief Godbee's

25 remarks on WWJ radio this week.  While I share his
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1 concern, outrage, frustration, regarding the death of

2 nine-month-old Delrick Miller, the IV, I did have

3 concerns about the call to action.  There are many of

4 us in the community who also share the pain and the

5 anguish which this untimely death of an infant has

6 thrust upon us.  During the statement the Chief cited

7 the need to let the streets speak, quote, unquote.

8 Some of the Detroit 300 Organization and Reverend

9 Angelo Henderson to go out into the streets and attempt

10 to find out who committed this heinous killing.

11           Our concern is for the need that we have in

12 these desperate times to turn to each other and not

13 against each other, to propose actions that build unity

14 across political, socially, and the spiritual spectrum

15 that take us away from the very streets which ignited

16 this ignominious act.

17           I ask Chief Godbee to appeal in a more

18 general sense to all individuals and organizations in

19 the community who may now be welded into new construct

20 and a compact of shared resolution of this and any

21 other issue of violence which may occur in the future.

22           This is not the time for any one organization

23 or strategy to prevail in the absence of a unified

24 approach.  I implore the Chief to in the future make a

25 resolute call for all who have been fighting on the
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1 battle front for peace and justice to join him as he

2 projects visionary leadership.  To this end the

3 Coalition Peace Zones for Life has received

4 communications from some associates in the community

5 who understand the egregiousness of this tragedy and

6 are willing to join this campaign to find justice.

7           This is not a time for war.  This is a time

8 for peace.  This is not a time for acrimony but for

9 harmony.  It's not a time, and I'm sort of mimicking

10 what the minister said earlier, it's not a time for

11 discord, it's a time for direction.

12           On the 21st we asked the Chief to contact us

13 at his earliest convenience.  We still stand ready to

14 speak with him about how we collectively can build a

15 more peaceful community.  And I want to cite this, this

16 is me saying this.  I remember and I quoted Dr. King

17 earlier, but I forgot one of the most salient things.

18           He said, if we take the position of an eye

19 for an eye and a tooth for a tooth we'll all end up

20 eyeless and toothless.  So I think we need to consider

21 that.

22           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Scott.

23 Any other communications?

24           MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon.

25           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Bernice Smith, member of the
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1 Detroit 300.  I think what Ron is trying to say that

2 this is my impression, that we're intruding, now it

3 maybe wrong but I think -- excuse me.

4           SPEAKER:  You're wrong.

5           MS. SMITH:  Okay.  I said I might be wrong,

6 baby.  What I will like to tell you we feel the same as

7 everyone in the City of Detroit what happened the other

8 day.  And being a grandmother and a mother I know that

9 I would feel the same way.  But some of that attitude

10 of the people here in the City feel as though the 300

11 is a vigilante group.

12           Some of things that Raphael said, I don't

13 approve of.  For instance, where you at, I'm going to

14 get him tonight, about that.  But anyway, I think he

15 was emotionally strained and therefore he gets like

16 that.  Most of us don't understand it until we get to

17 know him.  But I just want the public to know that we

18 are going to work with the police.  We're going to do

19 what we can, whatever the police want us to do.

20           But a lot of times and I've had that

21 experience that people do not confide in the police

22 easily.  Just like we went after the rapist on Seven

23 Mile.  Police was out there and they were trying to do

24 the best that they can.  But it just so happened a thug

25 came up to one of the cars and told Raphael and them
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1 that they wanted to speak with them and went around the

2 corner and we just went our own way.

3           But this is what's going on out here in

4 street.  A lot of times they don't have confidence in

5 speaking to the police.  Not that I don't have

6 favoritism for them.  You know how I feel about the

7 Police Department because of the fact that I've been

8 interested in all these many years.  But I do want the

9 public to know that we're out there to help as much as

10 we can and if we can get any information we certainly

11 will tell the Chief about it or anyone else that we

12 need to tell.

13           So please do not think that we're trying to

14 over cover or over go the police department.  We're

15 only try to be there in my estimation to just help

16 because if it happens any other way, a negative way I

17 will be the first one to tell the fellows in 300 to get

18 back.  So this is what I have to say, I will talk with

19 them tonight and we will see what's going on.

20           But the women are not out there as much as

21 the men are because of the safety purpose.  But we just

22 want to cooperate and be along with the Police

23 Department because we have a very good relationship

24 with you and we don't want you to feel we're trying to

25 overpower or anybody else we don't want you to feel
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1 we're doing any overpowering or trying to get

2 publicity, anything of that nature.

3           So be patient with us, and let us work with

4 you because we love you, at least and I do I think the

5 rest of us do also.  So that's all I have to say.

6           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Thank you, Ms. Smith.

7           MS. SMITH:  Thank you, Mr. Brown.

8           MR. MOORE:  Good afternoon to the Board, to

9 our citizens, Detroit's Finest and to the families.  My

10 name is Edward Moore.  I'm the liaison of the Honorable

11 Kwame Kenyatta our Detroit City Councilman and I'm

12 bringing warm greetings from his office.

13           Pertaining to the topic Detroit 300, I am one

14 of the soldiers and also Detroit 300.  As the

15 Councilman has told me many times before, as long as we

16 stay within the law of our country he supports the

17 Detroit 300.  So I want it to be well known as long as

18 personally myself and others stay within the law

19 Councilman Kenyatta is on board.  Thank you.

20           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Thank you, Mr. Moore.  Are

21 there any other communications?

22           MS. HINES:  Good afternoon.  I'm Sandra Hines

23 with Detroit Coalition Against Police Brutality.  We

24 have a law enforcement agency.  It's called the Detroit

25 Police Department.  And so in order to stay in the
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1 realm of the law we need to let trained professionals

2 go out and deal with matters that where people break

3 the law.  Because they've been trained to deal with

4 these kind of issues and not the community taking on

5 the role of police.

6           Now, we can sit here and play a game all day

7 long about Detroit 300.  I've heard incidents.  I

8 haven't been out there.  I don't know for sure if it's

9 true.  But as they paint a picture that Detroit 300 is

10 gray.  There's been some people who told me that they

11 went with Detroit 300 saw them doing some things that

12 was unlawful as it relates to knocking on people's

13 doors and pulling people out of their houses.

14           Now, that may not be true.  But like I said,

15 I haven't been out there.  I don't know.  But I do know

16 they not the police.  And I do know that it's going to

17 end up somebody is really going to hurt when you have

18 people that's not trained going out doing the job they

19 was not prepared to do which is to be the police.  One

20 of the hardest jobs you can have.

21           And we got just regular people out there

22 acting as the police and something's going to happen.

23 That's what I feel.  That's my opinion and I have right

24 to it.

25           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you.  Are there
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1 other communications?  Good afternoon.

2           MS. SHERBBOI:  Hey, how's everybody today?

3 My name is Kim Sherbboi.  I'm a resident of Detroit,

4 former phys ed teacher DPS, retired for 28 years, just

5 a community activist for many, many, years.  I've been

6 out with the 300.  I've been out with Ron.  You know, I

7 get around.

8           But I really hope that we can come together.

9 And I'm just saying and again this is just for the

10 record, the best policing is policing in a

11 neighborhood, becoming good neighbors and also just

12 getting along.

13           I am very concerned that we have kind of back

14 and forth.  I think that the intentions of -- from what

15 I have experienced from everybody that I've interacted

16 has been genuine.  I will say I am concerned that

17 violence begets violence.  So if you're aggressive

18 that, you know, and that's again being my experience

19 with kids in the gym.  I know breaking up fights in

20 basketball when you are aggressive you going to get

21 aggression back.

22           So I would really encourage everyone to try

23 to find some alternative solutions, some preventative

24 things.  I know, Donnell, that you were with NAACP and

25 you were working with youth and I felt that's the right
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1 track.  Prevention and getting some alternatives for

2 young people.

3           And don't get me wrong, I'm not green.  I

4 know that there's a lot of danger out here and I have

5 relatives that are probably doing some of the things,

6 you know, were locked up because of it.  So I'm not

7 green.  I understand both sides.  But I really think

8 that we need to focus in on the prevention and

9 alternative side.  I think that's the better solution.

10           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Thank you, Ms. Sherbboi.

11 For the record, can we please have the proper spelling

12 of your last name?

13           MS. SHEROBBI:  S-H-E-R-O-B-B-I.

14           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Thank you.

15           MS. PANNELL:  Sharon Pannell.  I just wanted

16 to say that Southwest had moved the car by the time I

17 got home last Thursday.  Thank you.

18           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Any other communications?

19 Good afternoon, sir.

20           MR.CLAUDE:  Good afternoon.  My name is

21 Claude -- and everyone in the City of Detroit

22 governmental agencies should know who I am.  I have

23 issues in Wayne County, Oakland County, Macomb County.

24 And only thing out of all my communications with all

25 these different governmental employees they haven't



2/23/20122/23/2012

Page 36

1 looked in my complaint, grievance, petition,

2 whatsoever, which is illegal and noncompliance as

3 government employee obligations.

4           We all had the same obligations as citizens

5 and governmental employees, service, protection,

6 obedience, and participation.  So even though some

7 people sworn to it, others was born under.  So we all

8 under the same rules and laws as the Constitution.

9           Now, I have an issue with Six Precinct making

10 fraudulent police reports an illegally detaining me,

11 taking me to a mental facility.  I have a fraudulent

12 mental lien on me.  They took $6,000.00 worth of

13 property from me and won't reimburse me for it and I

14 was illegally tooken for alternative reason of a sworn

15 officer which everyone knows my issue within community,

16 this county and other counties in other states.

17           I done contacted everybody from the president

18 down to the local police precinct.  You know, we have a

19 new precinct there now, I mean, Commander and I'm

20 sending him letters.  But anyone you call, any

21 government facility they should know my name.  And if

22 they don't they'll say, well, we haven't received any

23 letters from you.

24           Well, you received a email or phone call from

25 me.  You should know who I am.  And they say, we
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1 haven't received any letters in the mail.  And I have

2 an issue with the postal service tampering with my

3 mail.  I made complaints with the -- office 48227 many

4 times and they haven't looked into.  They haven't even

5 responded back.  I sent a FOIA and no one has returned

6 or replied.  This goes for my past employer.

7           Bottom line no one's doing their obligation.

8 As the citizens, a owner, everybody on the corporate,

9 the government guidelines, they under citizenship

10 guidelines.  Everything, you know.  I want my money

11 back and I want -- bottom line all I want is

12 compensation, compensation of illegals things that was

13 done to me, that's all I want compensation.

14           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Thank you, before you leave

15 have you filed a formal complaint with the Office of

16 the Chief Investigator as it relates to your property?

17           MR. CLAUDE:  I contacted everybody under the sun

18 with my limited knowledge.  And everyone know about my

19 issues in community.  And like I said from Wayne

20 County, Macomb County, and Oakland County, I contacted

21 everybody in those three governmental agencies in those

22 different counties.  They said, well, we don't have

23 jurisdiction.

24           I'm like we all up under the same

25 Constitution of the United States.  We have different
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1 laws for different areas.  But we all up under the same

2 law.

3           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Sure.  I'll ask if

4 Lieutenant Leach can make sure he gets your information

5 following this meeting.  We will look to see if we have

6 a complaint on file for your record.

7           MR. CLAUDE:  All right.

8           COMMISSIONER WHITE:  Thank you, sir.  Any

9 other communications?  Any other communications?  Any

10 other communications?  Seeing none.  Again, be reminded

11 our next month's meeting will be held Thursday,

12 March 1st, 2012 at Police Headquarters 1300 Beaubien,

13 Room 328A, Detroit, Michigan.

14           Commissioner, do you have any other

15 announcements.

16           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  Just real quick.  I

17 want just to apprise and most of us already know

18 especially the towing community that last week

19 Mr. Daniel Murff was laid to rest.  And certainly we had

20 an opportunity to be there for the services and our

21 condolences go out to his family as he made his

22 transition.  Thank you.

23           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  And our thoughts and prayers

24 are certainly with the Murff family who has served the

25 Detroit Police Department well through his towing
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1 efforts.  There's no further business before us.  At

2 this time a motion for adjournment will be in order.

3           COMMISSIONER WARFIELD:  So move.

4           COMMISSIONER STEWART:  Second.

5           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  It's been properly moved and

6 supported.  Any discussion?  Seeing none, all those in

7 favor?

8           COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

9           CHAIRMAN WHITE:  Opposed?  Thank you very

10 much.

11          (The hearing concluded at 4:05 p.m.)
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