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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, October 22, 2015

3 About 3:02 p.m.

4                 (Commissioner Burton not present).

5                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good afternoon.

6                 AUDIENCE:  Good afternoon.

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good afternoon.  Welcome

8       to the weekly afternoon meeting of the Board of Police

9       Commissioners.  I am Willie Bell, the Vice Chair of the

10       Board.  Our Chair, Lisa Carter, is running a little bit

11       late, but she will be in attendance.  So I would like

12       to ask Commissioner Shelby to open up with an opening

13       prayer, please.

14                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Bow our heads and let

15       us pray.

16                 Our dear heavenly Father, we come first

17       thanking you for the goodness and mercy toward us.  We

18       ask that you continue to bless our city and give wisdom

19       to those elected to oversee this great city.  We ask

20       that you bless this meeting and those you gathered

21       today.  This we pray in Jesus' name.

22                 Amen.

23                 AUDIENCE:  Amen.

24                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Commissioner

25       Shelby.
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1                 And our Secretary to the Board, George

2       Anthony, is absent this afternoon.

3                 I am going to ask our attorney to the Board,

4       Linda Bernard, to introduce and have a rollcall

5       actually of the Board.

6                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.

7                 Willie E. Bell?

8                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Present.

9                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Elizabeth Brooks?

10                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Present.

11                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Willie E. Burton?

12                 Reginald Crawford?

13                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

14                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Eva Dewaelsche?

15                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Present.

16                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Conrad Mallett, Junior?

17                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Here.

18                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Ricardo R. Moore?

19                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

20                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Richard Shelby?

21                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present.

22                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Bishop Edgar Vann.  He is

23       excused, Mr. Chairman.

24                 And Donnell White is also excused.

25                 Mr. Chairman, you have a quorum.
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1                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Madam

2       Attorney.

3                 I would like to introduce, he need no

4       introduction, but for the record, Assistant Chief Steve

5       Dolunt.

6                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Hi.

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good to see you, sir.

8                 A.C. DOLUNT:  It is good to be alive.

9                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  That is true.

10                 A.C. DOLUNT:  That is true.

11                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Ms. Bernard, would you

12       introduce the staff of the Board of Police

13       Commissioners, please.

14                 ATTORNEY BERNARD:  Yes.  Mr. Abdullah Nelson,

15       Supervising Investigator for the Office of the Chief

16       Investigator.  Gail is not here.  Robert Brown, the

17       Administrative Assistant to the Board of Police

18       Commissioners.  And our court recorders for today are

19       Sergeant Alan Quinn, and Rhonda Foster who is our court

20       reporter.  That concludes the introductions,

21       Mr. Chairman.

22                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

23                 Assistant Chief, you want to introduce any

24       staff members of DPD?

25                 A.C. DOLUNT:  And I have Lieutenant Kurt
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1       Worboys in the back.  He's wearing a suit.  I didn't

2       recognize him.

3                 I have got Commander Tommy Thomas.  He should

4       be wearing a tie, but he is not.

5                 What are you doing here?

6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Standing, sir.

7       Talking to you.  I have a question later on.

8                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Oh, so you are here as

9       assistant.  Then I won't introduce you.  Okay.  We're

10       good.

11                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  We're good.  Okay.

12                 Mr. Bernard, as we go forward, in terms of

13       approving the agenda for this meeting, I would like to

14       delete on your printout OCI monthly update of -- Chief

15       Investigator Drake is absent, excused for vacation.

16       And we would have that perhaps next week or the week

17       afterwards, if that would be permissible by the Board

18       at this time.

19                 So I will ask them for approval of the agenda

20       for Thursday, October 22nd.

21                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

22                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

23                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  It has been properly

24       moved and supported.

25                 Ready for the questions.
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1                 Those in favor?

2                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

3                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

4                 Motion carried.

5                 The next item would be approval of the

6       minutes from Thursday, October the 15th, 2015.  What is

7       the pleasure of the Board?

8                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  So moved.

9                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Support.

10                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved

11       and supported.

12                 Discussion?

13                 Those in favor, aye?

14                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those disapprove, nay?

16                 Motion carried.

17                 Thank you.

18                 And since I am the Vice Chair, I do not have

19       a report for the Chair, and perhaps she will be

20       reporting out later on at the meeting.

21                 So we can move forward with our third item,

22       Officer Report would be Karen Sommerville on Monarch

23       Wings, Co-founder, Executive Director.

24                 Would you please come forward.

25                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Thank you, Commissioner
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1       Willie Bell.  And it is an honor and a privilege to be

2       in front of you today to speak about this topic of

3       human trafficking.

4                 As I know that we are all aware --

5                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Introduce yourself

6       properly with your name and title, I'd appreciate that.

7                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Yes, sir.  My name is Karen

8       Sommerville.  And I am the Executive Director and

9       Co-founder of Monarch Wings, a nonprofit that is

10       dedicated to addressing the housing piece of

11       restoration for survivors of prostitution, addiction

12       and human trafficking.

13                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

14                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Thank you.

15                 It is a privilege to be here.  I know that

16       the City of Detroit, as well as the Metro Area, is very

17       aware of the topic of human trafficking, as the Federal

18       agencies in conjunction with Michigan State Police and

19       several local police departments in the Southeast

20       Michigan area just carried out Operation Cross

21       Country 9.

22                 So I have some updated stats to also bring to

23       you today.  But this topic of human trafficking is a

24       very hot topic, and it is something that our Attorney

25       General and our Governor has chosen to address.  And it
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1       includes many things.  I think in the media sometimes

2       we get confused and we think that human trafficking

3       equals sex trafficking.  And it does not.  There is a

4       labor component to it; hence, these pictures which

5       reflect several different types of labor trafficking as

6       well as sex trafficking.  And we have both in our

7       state.

8                 Many people ask what is -- who is being

9       trafficked?  We know that there is about 2 million

10       children that are being exploited in the global

11       commercial sex trade.  Eighty percent of them are

12       women, 60 percent are children, but I think the

13       statistic that grounded me and riveted me the most as a

14       citizen investigating this topic was the FBI's 100,000

15       to 300,000 American children are being trafficked each

16       year within our borders.

17                 And I come from an educational background.  I

18       have taught young adults as well as teenagers.  And I

19       had one year in elementary school.  And children are

20       very dear to my heart.

21                 (Commissioner Burton entered at about 3:08

22       p.m.)

23                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  So I walked away from a

24       career and wound up founding Monarch Wings with another

25       woman.
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1                 According to the Trafficking of Persons

2       Report, we have 161 countries that are affected by it.

3       And as Linda Bernard, you mentioned it, it is the

4       second most lucrative crime growing behind drugs.

5                 But the Governor on March 4th of this year

6       decided to add a new team to the State Human

7       Trafficking Commission to enhance crime fighting

8       strategy.  And that is very exciting to law

9       enforcement.

10                 So this is a picture taken from Channel 7 of

11       the recent sting for the Operation Cross Country.  And

12       Detroit recovered 19 children and 12 pimps.  And we

13       were second behind Colorado.  And Denver was extended

14       into three different states.  And our victims were

15       recovered in the Metro Detroit area, which is such a

16       compliment to the efficiency of the task force that we

17       have here in Michigan working on this issue.

18                 What I found very interesting is this

19       incredible collaborative effort.  And I have trained a

20       bit with Michigan State Police and been exposed to

21       local law enforcement that's been participating with

22       the Southeast Michigan Crimes Against Children,

23       otherwise known as SEMCAC.  And the level of

24       cooperation among all of these different levels is

25       quite impressive to see.  Wayne County Prosecutor's
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1       Office, the Michigan State Police, the Michigan

2       Attorney General's Office, the U.S. Attorney General's

3       Office for the Eastern Division of Michigan all

4       participated with local police departments in this

5       effort.

6                 A lot of times I am asked as I speak in

7       various venues, where are traffickers recruiting?  And

8       this actually comes from a list from the Polaris

9       Project:  Middle schools and high schools, courtrooms,

10       courtroom buildings and hallways, foster homes, bus

11       stations, as well as homeless shelters, halfway houses,

12       restaurants and bars, parks and playgrounds and malls.

13       Anywhere where young people gather, they go.  And they

14       are very astute at finding a need and filling it in the

15       lives of our youth.

16                 I think that I submitted electronically the

17       Attorney General's Report.  I would like to highlight

18       the things that impacted me.

19                 There are only three Michigan-based providers

20       that are exclusively dedicated to servicing trafficking

21       victims.  Two of those are restorative residential

22       programs on the West Side of the state.  And the third

23       is the Michigan -- University of Michigan Human

24       Trafficking Law Clinic that Dr. Bridgett Carr runs.

25                 But in that survey that the Attorney General
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1       sent out, there were 312 is the total number of

2       trafficking victims that were served in the two years

3       that he was sampling from.  And that report was

4       published in 2013.  Three providers reported serving

5       174 trafficking victims.

6                 (Commissioner Burton exited at about 3:11

7       p.m.)

8                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  And 22 other respondents

9       reporting serving a total of 138 victims.  And that is

10       quite significant.

11                 Where do these victims stay to heal from

12       their distinctive emotional, mental, spiritual and

13       physical impact?  We have no safe houses here in

14       Southeast Michigan.

15                 I am part of a larger group of people who are

16       addressing this issue on various levels.  And there are

17       several of us working toward providing that piece.  But

18       law enforcement states to us over and over in the

19       trainings that we have been able to participate in that

20       this is a real problem in our state.

21                 And so my co-founder and I founded Monarch

22       Wings in 2013.  And we got our nonprofit status last

23       year in the fall.  And our goal is to build a community

24       of women that are helping women to help them transform

25       their lives.
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1                 The goal for us is a two-pronged process.

2       One is the restorative programs in our safe house that

3       we are targeting to purchase a home in Pontiac in the

4       end of the year.  And I have been building an ecosystem

5       of direct service providers and making networks into my

6       community so that we would be able to open by April of

7       next year.

8                 But the other second component is the

9       awareness raising.  And so there have been several of

10       us on our Board who have been doing training so that we

11       can go and be a voice in the community.  Because I

12       really think when the community collectively gathers to

13       say not here, not your children, not mine, we don't

14       want this, it can help law enforcement and we can be a

15       benefit to the greater community at large.

16                 So as I said, a little bit of our timeline,

17       purchase in Pontiac by the end of the year.  Open in

18       April.  By the summer we will make appropriate upgrades

19       on the house, that would be the home that we are

20       targeting.  In Winter of 2016, we would love to start

21       with a second house, and then launch a social

22       enterprise by Summer of 2017.

23                 Our budget is about 300,000 for housing

24       capital improvements.  We need about $115,000

25       investment in order to sustain these women free to them
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1       in this two-year program.  For the first six months it

2       is really about healing them and providing the trauma

3       therapy that they need, the evidence-based

4       victim-centered trauma therapy that they need,

5       assessing their skills, whether they need their GED,

6       whether they need computer skills, and providing those

7       for them.  Operating expenses will be about 80,000.

8       And we are doing a fundraising to try to get to the end

9       of the year strong.

10                 We are hoping that our sources will be

11       synagogues and churches, individual donors, businesses,

12       and special programs that we will be doing.  We are

13       going to be a part of the CrowdRise Giving Tower, which

14       is an online fundraising platform.  And they do this

15       every year.  So we are very excited about that.

16                 These are some of the stakeholders that we

17       have identified.  Detective Sergeant Ed Price is of the

18       Michigan State Police.  We actually invited him to join

19       our Board and he consented.  So we are very honored to

20       have such a distinguished person serving us as we move

21       forward.  And the Governor's Commission members, the

22       Center for Success in Pontiac, the Pontiac Dream

23       Center, we have connections with some physicians in the

24       medical community, and the legal community, social

25       workers, synagogues, churches and other volunteers.
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1                 There is many ways to get involved, but for

2       us, we want to raise awareness by being able to speak

3       at groups.  And we are encouraging others to volunteer

4       their time and talent where they can.  For us, the

5       housing piece is absolutely critical to the restorative

6       process.  The social enterprise will follow once we are

7       successful.

8                 I am introducing you to the woman in the

9       center.  Her name is Donna Dozier.  I met her in

10       Nashville in the month of June.  Four of us from our

11       Board traveled down to see an organization called

12       Thistle Farms.  They have a two-year residential

13       program under their business model called Magdalene.

14       And they have been doing the work that they are doing

15       for over 20 years.  And their clinical data is very

16       impressive.

17                 Donna grew up just off of Telegraph south of

18       Seven Mile.  And was so tired of prostituting herself.

19       Through an ex-boyfriend's ex-girlfriend, she got the

20       name and number of Thistle Farms.  And she called the

21       Magdalene program and asked to go down.  And they

22       created space for her.  And I met her this summer when

23       she was up visiting family.  She went there because

24       there was nothing for her here as a mature woman to

25       access to have recovery.  So she is willing to come
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1       back and run our peer-to-peer counseling.  So I am

2       really hoping that that will help them.

3                 Nashville's program has a social enterprise.

4       They do a restorative program.  We are basing ourselves

5       off of them.  I was just on a conference call before I

6       came to this meeting of other communities around the

7       nation that are using their model to address this issue

8       at various stages of development.

9                 Six months after they begin to heal, the goal

10       is to get them into an employment situation.  And

11       because of the nature of their trauma, we want a social

12       enterprise.  It does two things.  It sustains us, but

13       it also allows them, because their records are very

14       much a deterrent to successful employment, giving them

15       the opportunity to develop positive employment.

16                 And I have just more stats.  I am more than

17       willing to share those about what we saw in Nashville.

18       And I found their data great.

19                 I have left some time for questions.  I know

20       that I have been allotted a limited amount of time, but

21       I didn't want to do all the talking in case any of you

22       would like to question me.  So I thank you for your

23       attention very much.

24                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

25                 Commissioners, questions or concerns?
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1                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Through

2       the Chair.

3                 Yes, ma'am, you talked about a house in

4       Pontiac.  Are they looking at housing in Detroit?  Have

5       you reached out to the Mayor's office?  Because we have

6       quite a large housing stock in the city of Detroit.

7                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Thank you for asking that

8       question.  I think because we are a new organization,

9       we have a heart to start in Pontiac, but we do not have

10       a heart to stay in Pontiac only.  So the goal for us is

11       to start the process and get our best practices in

12       place and start to collect that clinical data, because

13       we have a vision to do this in Detroit.  But I think

14       that we would like to stay small for now to make sure

15       we do it right and do no more harm.  And then we would

16       love to have that dialogue.  And that could be as early

17       as 2016, honestly.

18                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Thank

19       you.

20                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Thank you.

21                 COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Yes, through the Chair.

22                 Ms. Sommerville, I think this is a very

23       worthwhile program.  And I congratulate you for doing

24       this type of program.

25                 What can this Board do to help you?
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1                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Well, I wanted to bring

2       this to your attention because part of what we want to

3       do is to get into the community and be able to raise

4       awareness to the signs of human trafficking and provide

5       the community with, where do you turn if you suspect

6       something?  And what -- how can you reach out?  There

7       may also be a need through law enforcement to place a

8       woman outside of Detroit and to place her somewhere

9       else.  And if you know that, you can reach out to us

10       when we are up and running and maybe see if that will

11       be a possibility.  But we are available to go into the

12       community and help raise that awareness, looking for

13       the signs, helping with the youth be able to know how

14       to protect themselves.

15                 Thank you for that question.

16                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the Chair.

17                 Next week we are going to have that meeting

18       at 1:30 with the youth.  I don't know what's on the

19       agenda, or maybe in the future.

20                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Maybe in the future,

21       perhaps that would be more appropriate.

22                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

23                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Especially when we look

24       at perhaps going to the West Side of Detroit for

25       November, perhaps we can entertain that.
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1                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.

2                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir?

3                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Through the Chair, Chief

4       Dolunt.

5                 I have a couple of questions for you.

6                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Yes, sir.

7                 A.C. DOLUNT:  You know, unfortunately, as

8       police officers, we become jaded at times.  And we look

9       at a lot of the young women that are working on the

10       streets as nothing but prostitutes.

11                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Yes, sir.

12                 A.C. DOLUNT:  And we forget that when they

13       are growing up and going to high school or whatever, no

14       one in their class books as most likely to become a

15       prostitute.

16                 So my questions are this:  One, is substance

17       abuse counseling available through this?

18                 Two, have you ever ridden along with our

19       vice, to check out some of the girls on the street?

20       Because some do want help.

21                 Some are so far gone, because it is substance

22       abuse, you know, and then some, unfortunately, because

23       the -- for a better word, their pimps, have done

24       physical and mental abuse to these individuals.  Do you

25       offer that kind of counseling, as well.
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1                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Yes, sir.

2                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Just as a safe haven?  Okay.

3                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  To answer the multiple

4       questions you asked me, that's okay, to answer your

5       question, I have partnered with another organization

6       called All Worthy of Love that actually does outreach

7       on the streets of Detroit.  And I specifically asked to

8       ride along with them and to serve with them for a short

9       term to understand more clearly the dynamics in

10       Detroit.  And I am one of those kids that never got out

11       of line.  I am a rule follower.  And so being --

12       wanting to work with this demographic, I realized that

13       I am the antithesis of this.  So I wanted to push the

14       buttons on me to understand it.  So yes, I have been

15       out.

16                 Second, I was invited by Detective Sergeant

17       Ed Price to participate in Operation Cross Country.

18       Things were heating up.  So I wasn't able to go out

19       with the Vice, but I was able to watch what they did

20       and observe and interview actually with the young lady

21       whose house was identified on Channel 7.  So I have

22       done some of that.  And Detective Sergeant does want to

23       take us out on a ride in the future.  So yes.

24                 Second, I am aware of that severe trauma.

25       And I am aware that the type of hopelessness that they
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1       experience is very real.  And we -- I have been

2       building an ecosystem for the last four years and

3       networking with therapists and others that we need to

4       build an appropriate program for that restorative

5       piece.

6                 We are not going to do drug rehab.  There are

7       many institutions that are already up and running in

8       our Metro Area who are very effective at that.  But we

9       would be willing to receive a woman after that.  And

10       yes, we would be dealing with a 12-step restorative

11       program dealing with addiction and how to build --

12       rebuild your life.

13                 And I hope that answers your question.

14                 A.C. DOLUNT:  All three of them.  Thanks.

15                 (Commissioner Burton entered at about 3:22

16       p.m.)

17                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair, if I

18       may.

19                 Yes, I think the program you have is

20       desperately needed.  And I hope that you will be

21       working with Detroit women and children.

22                 Are you familiar with Alternatives for Girls?

23       Because I know that they don't exclusively work with,

24       you know, this group of people.  But they work with

25       young women.  And they do have this kind of situation
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1       with some of the women and children.  So that would be

2       a good organization for you to work with.

3                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Yes.  I have actually

4       spoken with Dena.  And I saw Dena at the Michigan Human

5       Trafficking Task Force Conference last week, which is

6       why I wasn't here.  But yes, they are a wonderful

7       organization.  And they deal with many different kinds

8       of addiction --

9                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Right.

10                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  -- and different kinds of

11       trauma.  And I know that for them, they have sort of

12       been forced to go that way because they have discovered

13       that some of the therapies that they were using were

14       not effective specifically with this demographic.  But

15       yes, we are building partnerships wherever because I

16       think if we can all stand together against it, we have

17       better success.

18                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Right.  And then I

19       have another question if I may.  What are some of the

20       signs that the community can look for, so that they can

21       report maybe some of these activities?

22                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  And I will give you a

23       number to report to.

24                 Some of the signs can be the -- as --

25                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Deputy Dolunt.
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1                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  -- Deputy Dolunt, I was

2       almost going to say your name wrong.

3                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Everyone does.  Don't worry

4       about it.

5                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  -- Deputy Dolunt was

6       speaking about is this pimp, a perpetrator, who is a

7       lover boy.  That is probably the most common type of

8       bait and switch that we see in the United States.

9       There are many others, but this one just seems to be

10       coming up.  And they listen and engage young women in

11       conversation, trying to find out what their needs are.

12       And then they will portray themselves to be a

13       considerate and loving person.  And then there is a

14       switch at some point.  And I -- to that end, I have

15       shared Hope International's video that they developed

16       called Chosen, and it is the story of a young woman who

17       was actually in the middle of being trafficked.  And

18       she tells her story and tells the story of another

19       young lady by the name of Lacy and her story about

20       human trafficking, and in specific, child sex

21       trafficking.

22                 So I just lost my train of thought.  I am so

23       sorry.  That happens.

24                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Some of the signs.

25                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Some of the signs.  Thank
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1       you.

2                 So they may appear with unusually expensive

3       gifts.  They may have a new purse.  They may have

4       something that is of value to them.  They may start

5       skipping school.  And truancy is another area that I

6       know our educational system needs to kind of look a

7       little deeper underneath the surface, truancy.  They

8       often will be tricked to go somewhere.  And they will

9       be stripping.  Or they may think it is an innocent

10       thing, that they can strip, or they can do escort

11       services.  And there has been a lot of research with

12       different universities that have really made that

13       connection between that as a portal to human

14       trafficking.  But in this country, it is the pimp.  And

15       looking for the things that they don't necessarily have

16       the economic means to purchase appearing with them.

17                 Another negative, unfortunately, is using

18       older teenage women, like 16, 17, 18, to recruit middle

19       school aged girls, and 12, 13, 14.  So yeah, that's

20       probably the most obvious sign.

21                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  And then I just

22       thought of one more.

23                 With regard to the immigrant community, I

24       would think that there would be, you know, some

25       problems in that area in terms of language, and how
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1       would you provide support to that community?

2                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Well, that is a very good

3       question.  I think we are going to take it as we roll.

4       I personally am bilingual.  I used to live in Argentina

5       in a season of my life.  So -- and I have done court

6       interpreting, both simultaneous and consecutive.  So if

7       that demographic shows up, I think that we can do that.

8       But if we have other language kids, we would be

9       reaching out and networking to make sure that that

10       happens.  In this particular project, this home is not

11       exclusively for sex trafficking victims.  We are also

12       open to labor trafficking.  Females in the labor

13       trafficking demographic tend to be lower than the

14       males.  They are there.  So we will just see what

15       happens, because we are just starting.

16                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

17                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  You are welcome.  Thank

18       you.

19                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner Brooks?

20                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes.  I know about

21       human trafficking from all the reading and working with

22       an organization.  And I don't think that we realize how

23       important it is to put a stop to this.

24                 My question, if you may call it a question,

25       is, what are you doing with the pimps?  They are not
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1       all pimps.  They are businessmen who are out to make

2       money on wherever they can make the money.  It is not

3       all prostitutes.

4                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  No, it is not.

5                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  And it is not all

6       pimps.  And huge functions gather people like that.

7       The International Auto Show is aware.  The Jazz

8       Festival is aware.  If you read the papers and

9       magazines, you find out that this is really, really

10       getting too big.  It is about money.

11                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  It is about money.

12                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  So we are looking at

13       the prostitute down here, to get her off the street in

14       a home, this is great.

15                 But we have got to get up top.  And I guess

16       this should be for the police department.  What do we

17       do with the men on media?  What do we do with the

18       pimps, the men out there, the suburb areas, in

19       different places, who are looking to make money from

20       human trafficking.

21                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  I think you raise a very

22       good question.  That is where the other parts of our

23       government come and intersect.

24                 I have reached out to Senator Judy Emmons,

25       who is from the Midland District, because she has been
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1       one of the champions leading the legislative portion of

2       enhancing our laws so that law enforcement does have

3       more teeth to it.

4                 And I have reached out to Linda Bernard,

5       because I think another thing that is also something we

6       should as a community address is the idea of john

7       school.  And I started -- john, by the way, is that

8       term for the purchaser of sex, as a slang term, johns,

9       who are the purchasers.  Because when you look at the

10       statistics that were reported, about 19 kids, minors,

11       recovered, and 12 pimps.  My question was, I know some

12       of those stings, there were men going, and it was a

13       setup.  So where were they?  Where are they?  So I mean

14       there are still some pieces of this puzzle we need to

15       come together on.  But I have done initial research.

16       And the old -- one of the oldest johns schools in the

17       nation is in Grand Rapids.  And Ypsilanti has had a

18       johns school on and off.

19                 So I started looking at who are those

20       stakeholders?  Who came to the table to put that into

21       place?

22                 So when I had a conversation this past

23       weekend with Senator Emmons, who was at another

24       awareness event that I participated in, she said that

25       that is something that the legislature wants to look
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1       at.  And they also need to do more with regard to the

2       perpetrators, as well.

3                 I hope that helps you a little bit.

4                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Yes, it does.  Thank

5       you.

6                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other questions or

7       concerns, Commissioners?

8                 If not, Ms. Sommerville, we thank you.  And

9       we would entertain for one of our community forums,

10       perhaps in the month of November, if the Board and the

11       Chair agreeable to that, to schedule you to speak

12       directly to the community itself.  That would be really

13       a positive thing.  Because it is ongoing, as has been

14       pointed out, it is something we should be current

15       about.

16                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  I would be honored to set

17       my time aside to serve the community.

18                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair, I

19       would like to make a comment.

20                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I would like to

21       acknowledge Commissioner Willie Burton joined us about

22       10 or 15 minutes ago.  Thank you for your attendance.

23       You have the floor.

24                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.

25                 You know, my district is District 5, it lies
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1       right off the international border, which is the

2       Canadian border, and I am just curious, how much of

3       this human trafficking is going on right here on this

4       side of the border as well as on the other side of the

5       border, and, you know, how can we do -- what can we do

6       to stop this human trafficking everywhere?  Not just

7       here, locally, but everywhere.  I see that you have a

8       number here, a toll free number for confidential calls

9       or whatever, 1-888-373-7888.  You know, it is just

10       really curious of how much goes on right here right on

11       our borders.

12                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  That is a very good

13       question.  And the fact that we are an international

14       border crossing does mean that you can pretty much take

15       it to the bank that it is a problem.

16                 According to the FBI, there are about

17       approximately 17,500 ex patriots from other countries

18       coming into our borders every year for the purposes of

19       labor and sex trafficking.  And of those, about

20       80 percent of them are women.  And that is a pretty

21       scary statistic.

22                 The number that you made reference to is the

23       Polaris hotline.  And it is run out of Washington, D.C.

24       And you give an anonymous tip.  And they will refer

25       that tip to the appropriate authorities, whether, you
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1       know, they will funnel it up to the State level, or

2       then it will come down to the local level.

3                 Probably to answer your question with a small

4       story, is if it doesn't set well with you, you should

5       call.  And I had an experience a number of years ago,

6       that I didn't know what I know now.  And I wish I had

7       then.

8                 I had gone to a nail salon in Rochester to

9       have my pedicures and manicures.  And the two women

10       working on myself and a friend were shaking.  And every

11       time somebody passed by, they were shaking.  And they

12       had very little, limited English capacity.  And I just

13       started watching, why is this going on?  I have a

14       biology background, so I kind of like to do that

15       anyway.  And I noticed that one specific male, when he

16       circulated through, they got very, very uncomfortable.

17       When I moved from nails to pedicure, I needed to use

18       the restroom.  And so I stepped down out of the chair

19       to go to where I thought the restroom was.  And this

20       man came face to face with me and he never smiled, he

21       wasn't polite, and he just pointed.  And that didn't

22       set well with me either.

23                 Knowing what I know now, I probably should

24       have made another appointment to get my nails done the

25       following week and asked to specifically see those
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1       young ladies again.  Because oftentimes they move

2       within organizations.  I could have tried to reach out

3       and ask her, do you have the ability, you know, what

4       brought you to this country?  Do you love what you do?

5       Can you go work in another place?  Just trying to

6       discern.  I should have called the human trafficking

7       hotline.  And I didn't know it existed.  But those

8       things are what help law enforcement, because you never

9       know when what you share actually is the tipping point

10       for something that law enforcement is actually working

11       on.  And you may save a life.  You never know.

12                 So I hope that answers the question.  We need

13       to stand as a community, not here, not on our watch.

14                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  You know, I would like

15       to reach out to you one day this upcoming week.  I

16       would like to have you on a panel of mine in District 5

17       one day next month if it is feasible with your

18       schedule.

19                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Absolutely.

20                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Because I'd like to

21       inform in my district, which is District 5, about this

22       here and how the community can become aware of things

23       that are happening, and what they can do as far as to

24       make an anonymous tip, and so forth.  I would like to

25       see this stop, not only here, but everywhere.  And I
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1       appreciate what you are doing.

2                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  I will make an effort.

3       There are many federal resources that are taxpayer

4       dollars paid for.  And I will order some resources so

5       that you can disseminate those in your district.  And

6       there are many good federal campaigns where there is

7       information that I can submit to those in your

8       community.  And I will do that.

9                 Thank you.

10                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you very much.

11                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  If there are no other

12       questions, thank you, Ms. Sommerville, for an

13       outstanding presentation.

14                 MS. SOMMERVILLE:  Thank you for your time.  I

15       appreciate it very much.

16                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Thank you.

17                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  At this time, I am going

18       to give the floor to Assistant Chief Dolunt in terms of

19       reporting out for the Chief of Police.

20                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  Thanks.  Chief and

21       Assistant Chief Stair and Assistant Chief White are

22       currently in Chicago at the IACP Convention.  I am in

23       charge.  Pretty scary, I know.  So they will be back on

24       Monday.  No.  We are in constant contact.

25                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Last time I heard that



10/22/201510/22/2015

Page 32

1       Chief Craig, head, wasn't it?  Okay.  You are in

2       charge.

3                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Yeah, I am in charge.  And I

4       will probably be gone by Tuesday.  Anyway, no, it is

5       good training for them.  And I think it is beneficial

6       for the City and the Department.

7                 So right now, the last couple of days we have

8       had an increase in a few homicides.  We were down a

9       couple of percentage points.  Now we are even, we are

10       not happy about.  Our nonfatal shootings are down about

11       2 percent.  Armed robberies are down 19 percent.  Our

12       car jackings are down 1 percent.  But at one time they

13       were down 4 percent.  So it's trending a little bit.

14       My personnel in that section is doing a good job.

15                 Obviously, the individual we had reports

16       yesterday, we were very pleased to get him off the

17       street.  He tried to slip below the radar, simply

18       because it looks like he had committed a violent crime

19       almost five or six years back.  Luckily, excuse me, we

20       got a DNA hit back in February -- or January.  Things

21       are starting to come together.  And sometimes it is

22       better to be lucky, good what happened yesterday.  We

23       got him off the street, and that was good.

24                 I am distressed by the young man that was

25       killed at Evergreen and Curtis, hit by the stolen car,
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1       by another young kid who took off running.  And

2       unfortunately right now we don't have a lot to give you

3       on that.

4                 The promising thing is we had a fatal at

5       John R and Winchester, not promising, but the fact that

6       an individual assaulted another individual outside of a

7       party store, struck him two times in the face, third

8       time he struck him in the face, the individual fell

9       into traffic and was struck by a car, and ultimately

10       killed.  However, the father, who I consider a role

11       model, because he got the two kids out of the car and

12       they chased the individual down and held him until the

13       police came.  And that's the kind of thing we need in

14       the city.  And we are working together.  This

15       individual was charged with second degree murder this

16       morning, to my understanding.  So even though I didn't

17       want the guy to die, we still solved it to a point

18       where he was hit by the car.  So without the community,

19       we can't do this.  So I don't have their names, but I

20       think it is a positive thing for us.

21                 And that's all I have.

22                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any questions or concerns

23       for Assistant Chief?

24                 Thank you for your report, Assistant Chief

25       Dolunt.  And I guess we will move to Major Violators.
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1                 (A.C. Dolunt exited at about 3:38 p.m.)

2                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Good afternoon.  My name

3       is Lieutenant Kurt Worboys.  I am the officer in charge

4       of the Major Violators Section, which is part of

5       Organized Crime under Commander Johnnie Thomas and

6       Captain Russell Solano.

7                 The goal of the Major Violators Unit is to

8       aggressively enforce all the provisions of the

9       Controlled Substance Act, for the State of Michigan,

10       all the pertinent State laws and City ordinances.

11                 A little history on where we are today

12       compared to, say, about 15 months ago.  Back in July of

13       2014, the Chief disbanded the old Detroit Police

14       Department Narcotics Section and established the Major

15       Violators Section.  At that time it consisted of 20

16       officers and two sergeants and a lieutenant, had two

17       raid crews, and it was basically all new officers that

18       had not had much narcotic experience.

19                 Over the last 15 months, we have built that

20       unit back up to where we are at 28 police officers,

21       five sergeants, consisting of four raid crews that raid

22       on a daily basis.  We try to have at least two raids a

23       day per crew.  And then a conspiracy crew, which looks

24       at obtaining information and intelligence throughout

25       the city, looking for the higher up, high level
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1       dealers, and the larger confiscations.

2                 Major Violators right now is a

3       seven-day-a-week operation.  The officers, like I said,

4       are executing search warrants on a daily basis,

5       developing sources of information, investigating

6       citizen complaints, doing undercover buy and busts.

7       Also consisting of street enforcement where they are

8       doing traffic stops, talking to citizens in the

9       neighborhood, intel gathering, and enforcing the local

10       laws of the City.

11                 Finally, we are also doing push offs,

12       narcotic push offs.  If you are not familiar with that,

13       basically we get in undercover capacity, acting as drug

14       dealers.  And at this point, we do interactions with

15       citizens looking to buy narcotics, usually in a

16       vehicle.  And then we will forfeit their vehicle and

17       make an arrest at that time which helps deter the

18       purchasing of narcotics in certain areas, and also

19       brings in the vehicles for forfeiture procedure.  Which

20       if they do not come up with the money to buy their car

21       back or the judge does not feel that they should get

22       their car back, it goes back to the City.

23                 The officers that report to me are

24       responsible for all aspects of narcotic investigations.

25       They start from the beginning of the investigation
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1       either through a complaint or a source coming to them,

2       observations on the street when they are out there

3       doing street enforcement, they will type their own

4       search warrants, get their probable cause, execute that

5       search warrant with their crew.  After an arrest or

6       confiscation is made, they will type the arrest

7       warrant.  Follow it with the Prosecutor's Office, and

8       then go to court and work that case all the way through

9       the process.

10                 I think this enables them to -- you know,

11       they understand all aspects of law enforcement, they

12       are very highly trained officers, and they can really

13       go anywhere in this department and do any job after

14       being in the Narcotics Section, Major Violators Section

15       for a period of time.

16                 This year we have been very successful in,

17       like I said, building back up the unit.  We have

18       executed about a little over a thousand search

19       warrants.  We have done about 150 street enforcements.

20       Out of those search warrants and enforcements, we have

21       had 592 felonies, a little over 1,100 misdemeanor

22       arrests.  And our confiscations, we have had almost

23       26,000 grams of cocaine, 7,700 grams of heroin,

24       1.2 million grams of marijuana, and 15,000 pills.  The

25       total street value for all that narcotic confiscated is
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1       a little over almost $36 million.  So we have made

2       quite a dent in what activity is in the city.  The

3       narcotic proceeds that we have confiscated at these

4       locations is a little over $2 million.  And we have

5       also confiscated almost 500 weapons and forfeited 235

6       vehicles -- excuse me -- 234 vehicles.

7                 Just to highlight some of our major

8       confiscations, we consider major confiscations anything

9       over $50,000 worth of street value.  Or $25,000 in

10       cash.

11                 So this year to date, we have had 63 major

12       confiscations.  Some of the more impressive ones we

13       have had back in August, we got 2,200 grams of cocaine,

14       which has a street value of over almost $900,000.

15       There was 120,000 approximately dollars in cash at that

16       location, and seven firearms.

17                 Another incident on 8/18, we hit a warehouse

18       that had 346 marijuana plants, which is about

19       173 pounds, 62 pounds of processed marijuana, for a

20       total street value of over a million dollars, along

21       with $12,000 in proceeds and five vehicles were

22       forfeited.

23                 Marijuana has become a very -- it's always

24       been prevalent in the city of Detroit, but it has

25       exploded in the last year, year-and-a-half, as you are
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1       well aware of the whole medical marijuana thing that is

2       going on with the State, it is big business now.  And

3       the city of Detroit, with all the properties that are

4       here that are not monitored or back in -- in places

5       that even right on main streets, you will have a

6       warehouse that it seems vacant, and you will go in

7       there, and we will find 200 marijuana plants and a huge

8       grow operation.  These operations are millions of

9       dollars to set up.  And the money that is being

10       obtained by these people is huge amounts of money.  And

11       we are tracking and trying to trace these things back

12       to the big players, mostly living out in the suburbs

13       that have property and contacts in the city.  And we

14       are doing a pretty good job of trying to track them

15       down, but I think we are only scratching the tip of the

16       iceberg.  So it is an ongoing process and we are doing

17       everything we can to address it.

18                 Finally, on 8/14 we obtained approximately

19       650 grams of cocaine for a value of $230,000.  And then

20       $66,000 in proceeds.  Again, seven firearms.

21                 We are always seeing guns every day when we

22       raid.  That's why constantly we are saying violence in

23       the city is associated with drugs.  And it goes hand in

24       hand.  It's very lucrative, but it is also very

25       dangerous.  And people that are involved are arming
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1       themselves and protecting their investments.

2                 The challenges we find here at Major

3       Violators, timely response to narcotic complaints.  We

4       have the 224-DOPE line, which we so far this year have

5       obtained approximately 3,200 complaints, which average

6       a little over 11 a day.  We are currently about 20

7       percent on answering those.  As I said, we are raiding

8       twice a day, each crew.  We get complaints, not just

9       from 224-DOPE, but from City Council, from the Chief's

10       Office, from citizens who just call, call the base.  So

11       it is a challenge to keep up with all of the activity

12       that we are getting information on.

13                 (A.C. Dolunt entered at about 3:46 p.m.)

14                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  The public perception of

15       the unit, as I said, the narcotics unit was shut down

16       approximately a little over a year ago.  And trying

17       to -- you know, the name now is Major Violators, doing

18       a similar job, but we want to let the citizens know

19       that we are out here to help them.  We are out there

20       not to be thugs or jack boots and kicking doors.  We

21       are really trying to clean the neighborhoods up.  It's

22       a huge quality life issue when you have a drug house on

23       your block.  And if you get one, you are going to get

24       another one.  So, you know, it is an ongoing process

25       trying to keep a positive outlook on what our unit
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1       does.  And I think it is of benefit to the citizens and

2       the neighborhoods that we're out there every day.

3                 We have also, because of past things, we are

4       trying to reduce the legal actions that are coming

5       through the Department.  We get -- you get in the past

6       one person that you will arrest maybe has a complaint,

7       and will file a lawsuit against the Department against

8       our unit.  It has become popular to -- anybody that we

9       arrest is now making complaints and filing lawsuits.

10       So it is an ongoing thing.  And we are trying to figure

11       out better ways to prevent that.  And something we are

12       working on with the City and the executives in the

13       Department to try to see if we can't do better every

14       day with documentation, with reporting out, and being

15       open with what we are doing so that these things will

16       cease in the future.

17                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So, Lieutenant --

18       sorry, Mr. Chairman.

19                 So body cams there, you see that as a

20       solution perhaps to some of the legal action?

21                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  It is a possibility.

22       Yes, sir.

23                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Okay.

24                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  The Department I know is

25       looking at body cams.  It has just been in the news.  I
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1       believe everybody has seen the things that have been

2       happening throughout the country over the last year.

3       Personally, I have looked into just doing research

4       myself, the technology is coming along.  I don't think

5       it's quite there yet.  I am not an expert, by any

6       means.  Like I said, the Department is looking at it,

7       though, and it is something that might be a possibility

8       in the future.

9                 And then another challenge is that officer

10       safety and citizens, safety of citizens.  We train

11       regularly, but we need more training.  And we need the

12       officers to buy into that, you know, dope is a property

13       crime.  So we want to be safe when we do it.  We want

14       to make sure that the people that we are coming into

15       contact with are safe when we are executing our

16       warrants.  So that's, like I say, that is a training

17       issue.  We have come a long way from where we were I

18       think three or four years ago.  So it is something we

19       push down in Major Violators every single day.  Make

20       sure you are safe and make sure the people you are

21       dealing with are safe.  We do deconfliction with HIDTA

22       so that we make sure that there is not an ongoing

23       investigation with somebody else.  Also, we have a raid

24       matrix that we use to determine, you know, the level of

25       threat that there could be at any location, you know,



10/22/201510/22/2015

Page 42

1       schools in the area, children at the scene, things of

2       that nature, so that we are constantly thinking about

3       these things before we execute a search warrant.

4                 Some of the needs and wants that would be

5       helpful would be a dedicated prosecutor.  Just throwing

6       that out there.  I know the Prosecutor's Office is

7       overwhelmed, just like everybody else.  But right now,

8       we do not have a dedicated prosecutor for our drug

9       cases.  And narcotic prosecution is different than,

10       say, retail fraud.  It is -- there is a lot of other

11       things involved.  And like I said, because my officers

12       are working cases all the way through from the initial

13       interaction through the courts, it would be great if we

14       had somebody who worked with us daily on a regular

15       basis, you know, build that relationship so that we

16       were doing the right thing hand in hand and on the same

17       page.

18                 Implementation of our regular UC vehicle

19       rotation.  Cars are a problem.  We are out there doing

20       surveillance, undercover work.  If we use the same cars

21       over and over again, they get burned and people say,

22       you know, five-oh, as soon as you roll down the street.

23       It makes it very difficult to try to find new locations

24       and get ahead of where the dope is.

25                 Equipment upgrades.  A lot of stuff goes back
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1       to financing, and, you know, we are constantly writing,

2       paper, and typing warrants, computers, printers,

3       copiers, those things are all desperate need, just to

4       be better at what we do.  We get it done now as it is,

5       but it slows down.  And I think that having more

6       resources would let us be out there and interacting and

7       on the streets more often.

8                 Marijuana storage facility.  As I said,

9       marijuana is becoming very large in the city.  The

10       major confiscations I have seen just in the last month

11       have been, you know, significant and pounds and pounds

12       and pounds of marijuana.  Currently, we have to store

13       that and dry it.  And it has to go -- you know, we save

14       it for trial.  If it is not done properly, it causes

15       a -- it can cause a Hazmat situation with the mold and

16       the smell and it could cause health issues for police

17       officers that are around it or people around it.  So it

18       is something that, once again, financing, but we need

19       to look at for the future, if especially marijuana

20       keeps going the way it is, who knows what's going to

21       happen in the next year if it gets on the ballot.

22                 And then manpower, throughout the Department,

23       we have the same problem, but if I had -- I have four

24       crews right now covering the whole city, 140 square

25       miles.  It is a lot of area to cover.  And even with
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1       doing two raids a day, I could have ten crews doing two

2       raids a day and still be behind.  Just looking at the

3       number of complaints we are getting, like I say, it is

4       11 a day.  So doing the best we can, but could use more

5       people.

6                 I guess that is about it.

7                 If there are any questions?

8                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners?

9                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Chairman, going back

10       to the storage issue, Detroit Renewable Energy, which

11       used to be known by any number of names, but does

12       currently still run the Detroit Incinerator, which used

13       to be run by the Detroit Resource Recovery Authority,

14       it is a very enlightened, new leadership team that's

15       been in there, Lieutenant, now, and they have a number

16       of actually computer-driven disposal opportunities.  I

17       don't know what the relationship is between the Detroit

18       Police Department and Detroit Renewable, but that would

19       be one that you would want to explore.

20                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Okay.

21                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  They are right here in

22       the city, and they may very well have some ideas about

23       how to help the Department manage this.

24                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Good.  Thank you.

25                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair,
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1       what's the role of the precincts as it relates to

2       narcotic raids?  At one point, the precincts were

3       responsible for conducting the raids.  Has that all

4       shifted back to you now?

5                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Primarily, yes.

6       Precincts still have their special operations units

7       that do raid occasionally, some more than others, that

8       have more -- usually more training, but the focus has

9       come back to Major Violators to do the majority of the

10       raids.

11                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  And that was a great

12       presentation.  I appreciate the two raids a day.

13                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Thank you.

14                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  I have a question,

15       please.  I expect that the numbers would go up since

16       you have indicated, you know, that you're building the

17       unit up again.  But there is one that really stands out

18       that didn't go up, but went down significantly, and

19       that's narcotics seized, and it is the

20       methamphetamine --

21                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Yes, ma'am.

22                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  -- that was seized

23       from 700 and something to 20.  Is there a trend or --

24                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Well, I don't know what

25       that confiscation was last year in 2014.  It might have
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1       been one confiscation for the sum of 20 grand, which is

2       not a huge amount compared to heroin and cocaine and

3       marijuana, of course.  We don't see a lot of meth in

4       the city, to be honest with you.  It is not a popular

5       drug that we see.  You know, meth labs are pretty

6       obvious.  And usually they are going to be somewhere

7       that's a little more isolated.  It's a chemical hazard.

8       I mean, it's a whole Hazmat situation once we find

9       them.  And honestly, we don't come across them a lot.

10       And the 700 to 20 grams is really, I mean, is a big

11       difference from last year.  But it's really not a great

12       amount, not a great quantity to begin with.

13                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  And then one other

14       question.  You indicated that you have to keep for

15       storage purposes marijuana that's seized until trial.

16       You know, is there a time element where if the trial

17       doesn't occur within a certain period, you have to kind

18       of get rid of it?  Or --

19                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  It does get

20       destroyed eventually.

21                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Destroyed.

22                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  There are certain

23       quantities that we have to save for different level of

24       felony.  First level is 20 plants.  And then it goes up

25       to 200 plants.  So if we get 201 plants, it is a second



10/22/201510/22/2015

Page 47

1       level felony, so we have to save all 200 until trial.

2       If we get 150 plants, we only have to save 20.  But it

3       still needs to be destroyed.  We still have to dry it

4       out and it won't be taken -- they won't take it.  I

5       don't know exactly where it goes, to be honest with

6       you, after we confiscate it, except for our processing

7       area.  But what I do notice is that it sits around a

8       long time.  And we need to find a better way of getting

9       it destroyed and out.

10                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

11                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Mr. Chair.

12                 Yes, sir, thanks for the presentation.  It

13       was great.  Also, the Governor, several days ago,

14       signed a bill, signed into law something that's going

15       to change forfeiture in terms of vehicles and monies.

16       Have we been advised by Legal, by DPD Legal Department.

17                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  I have not.

18                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Because I was just

19       curious how that would impact your operation in terms

20       of the seizure of vehicles and monies.  Because that

21       law, it was in the media too, in essence I guess will

22       change the process in terms of individuals who are not

23       arrested, or individuals who have been arrested or

24       haven't been charged or something to that effect, that

25       they will perhaps have to return their vehicle, money,
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1       property, or whatever that was seized, had they not

2       been -- well, if they haven't been charged with

3       anything.

4                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Yeah, I am not aware of

5       it.  I will definitely have to look into that.  We have

6       a forfeiture unit that is probably up to speed on that.

7       And I just need to get with them and see what their

8       procedures are.

9                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Thank you.

10                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners?

11                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Mr. Chairman, without

12       disclosing confidential information, can you describe

13       or at least talk a little bit about the relationship

14       between your unit and the -- we had a presentation by

15       the Gang Squad -- is it still called that?  -- and the

16       intelligence gathering that they were involved in.  And

17       I wonder how much communication back and forth do you

18       have with that particular --

19                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Sure.  It is all under

20       Organized Crime, Commander Thomas, so their lieutenant

21       is Lieutenant Cole, who I talk to on a regular basis.

22       Gang Intel, Gang Squad is focusing on the gang issues.

23       And they do come across drugs because gangs are

24       definitely dealing drugs.  So we -- part of our

25       deconfliction, you know, to make sure we are not
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1       running into them, same areas and scenes, that's

2       through HIDTA, we have weekly meetings with the

3       Commander that I sit on, the Lieutenant sits on,

4       Lieutenant Cole sits on, you know, we talk at CompStat,

5       we talk several times a week to make sure that we are

6       all on the same page.  They come to us for assistance

7       on raids sometimes.  Sometimes we use their crews to

8       help us out if we are short people.  You know, the

9       Department is short on manpower, as you all know, and

10       so we do everything we can to use all resources

11       available.  And as I said, I have a good relationship

12       with the lieutenant.  And we all report to the same

13       people, Captain Solano and Commander Thomas, so it is

14       an ongoing everyday thing.

15                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Is there a rotation

16       schedule for the men and women who work with and for

17       you?  Is there a benchmark length of time that a person

18       participates on your unit, and then for a variety of

19       reasons, you move them to another section?  Perhaps

20       they can come back, but they go someplace else after

21       one year, two years, three years or something like

22       that?

23                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  At this time I don't

24       believe there is.

25                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Through the Chair, we started
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1       that last year.  We had -- the Chief wanted to have

2       like a five-year rotation.  So we moved quite a few

3       out, which is why we reorganized.  A lot of the

4       individuals that were there five years were moved.  A

5       lot of new people in.  However, we did move some people

6       back.  I think that we moved a little too quickly,

7       taking everybody out at one time.  Didn't have much

8       experience there at first.  So now we are slowly

9       integrating people in and out.  And anyone that we feel

10       that can't work in narcotics for whatever reason, we

11       move immediately.

12                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Thank you.

13                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair, I

14       have a question.

15                 I noticed you mentioned something about you

16       all have one lieutenant, five sergeants, 28 police

17       officers.  What would you like to see the manpower grow

18       from where you are currently right now?  I mean, to

19       continue to do the great work that you all are doing.

20                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  And I do think that they

21       are doing great work with what we have.  It would be

22       great -- I will take anybody I can get.  Every body

23       helps, but ideally, Detroit is kind of broken up

24       Eastside, West Side.  And I would love to have three or

25       four raid crews per side in the city, you know,
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1       Eastside, West Side, eight to ten raid crews with each

2       having its own sergeant person.  So you are talking --

3       personally, I think a raid crew should have seven

4       people.  Some of my crews only have six.  You know,

5       with training and days off, things like that, sometimes

6       we are raiding with five.  We are starting to talk

7       about safety issues.  So if we have seven-man crews,

8       each with a sergeant, you are looking at 60 to 70

9       police officers and, you know, nine to ten sergeants,

10       eight to ten sergeants.  So I kind of think that's a

11       pie in the sky thing.  If you ask me what I could have,

12       then that's what I would like to have.

13                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  In addition to that,

14       can you explain to me about the fleet that your men are

15       using as far as the vehicles that are patrolling?  How

16       are they holding up?  Or how -- you know, are they

17       newer vehicles?  Older vehicles?  What can be changed?

18       What can be done about your fleet?

19                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Sure.  Recently we have

20       obtained some new UC vehicles under a lease program

21       that the Department is doing.  And it is great.  I have

22       got two UC cars per crew.  As I said, though, they are

23       leases, so they are not something that can be rotated

24       in and out.  And that would be --  if I could go

25       forward and make a great plan would be to have a
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1       rotation, so that when these officers' car gets burnt,

2       for whatever reason, we can swap it out.  And we are

3       working on stuff with the forfeiture unit to try to

4       bring in cars on a bimonthly basis that, you know, are

5       forfeited. We don't need, you know, brand new cars.  We

6       need cars that run and that can blend into the

7       neighborhood.  So right now, we have I think the bare

8       minimum to function.  And the cars we just got, we have

9       only had for a couple of months.  So so far things

10       have -- we haven't had too many problems.

11                 Going through the wintertime and by

12       springtime, I have a feeling that a lot of those cars

13       will be recognized in the same neighborhoods that we

14       are in every day.  And that's a problem, for safety

15       issues and for getting the information we need.

16                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  So you need more

17       vehicles?

18                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Yes, sir.

19                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, who

20       is leading the conversation on you having a dedicated

21       prosecutor assigned to your cases?

22                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Why are you looking at me for?

23                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Well, I have had

24       conversations with the Prosecutor's Office.  I know my

25       Commander and Captain also have had conversations with
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1       the Prosecutor's Office.  I don't know if it has gone

2       to Kym Worthy's level.  I have talked to the -- there

3       is a Major -- a Narcotics Major Violators I guess you

4       call it.  She does major cases.  She is by herself.  So

5       it's one prosecutor.  She handles pretty much

6       everything over what I am saying with our major

7       confiscations.  She handles all Wayne County.  So she

8       is with the Sheriff.  She is with the State.  She is --

9       I mean, she is doing it all.  And so the conversations

10       I have had with her is that she doesn't -- she is not

11       getting any people, or they are working on it or

12       they're talking about maybe one coming.  So it has been

13       an ongoing conversation.  I threw it in there because

14       it is a challenge.  I think it is a higher level answer

15       than I can give you, but we do have conversations

16       regularly about it.  And like I said, I don't know how

17       far up it has gone in the Prosecutor's Office myself.

18                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners, any other

19       questions or concern?

20                 I have one question.  I know the issue

21       because they are short of a prosecutor basically, you

22       know, we know that, extremely well, you know, because

23       we hear it from the Chief Prosecutor.  How is it

24       impacting in terms of your prosecution, your conviction

25       rate?  Can you elaborate on that?  I am not talking
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1       about the misdemeanors.  But I am talking about most

2       felony charges.

3                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Honestly, I think we are

4       doing pretty well overall.  The problem we see is that

5       when you have some of the prosecutors that don't work

6       narcotic cases very often, they have their own

7       standards of what they consider a good case.  And I do

8       believe that the Prosecutor's Office wants to have a

9       really solid case before they go to court.  They don't

10       want to take any chances.  And so in one prosecutor's

11       eyes, something looks like a good case, in another

12       prosecutor's eyes it might not.  And they will say

13       insufficient evidence.  Or they will want more

14       information and return it to us.  And we don't see it a

15       lot because I mean I think my guys do a really good job

16       of making their cases.  Because I mean you run into a

17       house and there is drugs there, it is what it is.  But

18       we have seen more returns and more adjournments than I

19       think we have in the past when there was people that

20       were in narcotics regularly and went to trial really,

21       went to trial regularly on it because they knew exactly

22       how to handle the case and there was no fear of maybe

23       one little bit of evidence or something not being quite

24       set in stone at that point.  I don't have real numbers

25       for you.
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1                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  No, I was just curious

2       because I know that make a difference in terms of

3       having a regular relationship with a prosecutor.

4                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  Not only just for

5       trials, but for search warrants, working all through

6       the system.

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  That's right.  It's

8       cumbersome.

9                 On behalf of the Board Commission,

10       Lieutenant, I want to thank you for your outstanding

11       report.  I know it is a very difficult task in terms of

12       narcotic raids and activities you guys are engaging in.

13       I am glad you have regrouped in terms of bringing back

14       some experienced people to blend in with the older --

15       the younger officer because it is a challenge to go out

16       there, that type of enforcement.

17                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  That was a huge benefit

18       to bring back some people --

19                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

20                 LIEUTENANT WORBOYS:  -- that had the

21       experience to help show the younger guys what to do,

22       just to say they are doing it every day, and we all

23       know there's challenges with our Department that the

24       officers have to go through.  And they show up and they

25       hit it every day.  So they are doing a great job.
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1                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Thank you.

2                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.

3                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you.

4                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Assistant Chief, anything

5       else?

6                 A.C. DOLUNT:  He said plenty.

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  We can move on

8       to -- we have under standing committee reports, any

9       standing committee reports at this time?

10                 New business.  I would ask a volunteer from

11       the Board of Police Commissioners to address the

12       resolution.  We have two.  If you could turn to your

13       package and if you would volunteer for one or both,

14       however you want to approach it, that would be great in

15       terms of police officers from DPD.  Give us a chance to

16       talk about it prior to, but normal, we just read the

17       entire resolution, we go to Therefore Be It Be

18       Resolved.

19                 Commissioner Brooks, would you entertain one?

20                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I am sorry.  I am just

21       looking for it.  Yeah.

22                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Mr. Vice Chair, I can do

23       the one for Officer Joseph Biggers.  Is he present?

24       Officer Biggers?  No.  Okay.  I will go through the

25       Resolved.
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1                 Now, Therefore, be it Resolved

2                 That the Detroit Board of Police

3       Commissioners, speaking for the citizens of Detroit and

4       the Detroit Police Department, award this resolution to

5       Police Officer Joseph J. Biggers in recognition of his

6       20 years of dedicated and diligent public service.  His

7       professionalism, integrity, and standard of commitment

8       to the city of Detroit and its citizens merits our

9       highest rewards and best wishes for continued success.

10                 We salute and congratulate you, retired

11       Police Officer Joseph J. Biggers.

12                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.

13                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Move for adoption.

14                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

15                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Second.

16                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved

17       and seconded.

18                 Ready for the question.

19                 Those in favor, aye?

20                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

21                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

22                 Motion carried.

23                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Resolution Honoring

24       Retired Sergeant Sherry D. Franklin.

25                 Whereas, Ms. Sherry Franklin began her career
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1       with the Police Department June the 5th, 1989, and upon

2       graduating from the Detroit Metropolitan Police

3       Academy, she was assigned to the Mini Station Section;

4       and

5                 Whereas, Officer Franklin assignments also

6       included Western Operations, Second Precinct, Training

7       Support Division, Personnel Bureau, Fourth Precinct,

8       Internal Affairs Section, Major Crimes Division, and

9       Court Unit; and

10                 Whereas, on February the 6th, 2004 Officer

11       Franklin was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and was

12       reassigned to the Court unit.  As a Sergeant she also

13       served with the Fifth Precinct, Office of the Chief

14       Investigators, Grants and Contracts, and Centralized

15       Timekeeping where she remained until she retired; and

16                 Whereas Sergeant Franklin was the deserving

17       recipient of two Chief's Merit Awards, two Perfect

18       Attendance Awards, two Lifesaving Citations, three

19       Chief's Unit Awards, the Major League Baseball All-Star

20       Recognition Award, the Rosa Parks Funeral Recognition

21       Award, and the Super Bowl XL Recognition Award, and

22       numerous letters of commendation from citizens and

23       superiors; and

24                 Whereas, Sergeant Franklin diligently served

25       the Department and the citizens of Detroit with
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1       loyalty, dedication, and integrity for 26 years.  She

2       served the police department with fidelity and was

3       considered by all as the consummate professional.

4                 Now Therefore Be It Resolved that the Detroit

5       Board of Police Commissioners, speaking on behalf of

6       the Detroit Police Department and the citizens of the

7       City of Detroit, recognize Sergeant Sherry D.

8       Franklin's lifelong commitment to public safety.  Her

9       pride and dedication have been invaluable assets to the

10       Department and merit our highest regard.

11                 We thank and congratulate you, retired

12       Sergeant Sherry D. Franklin.

13                 Detroit Board of Police Commissioners.

14                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Motion to accept.

15                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Support.

16                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  It has been properly

17       moved and supported.

18                 Ready for the question.

19                 Those in favor, aye?

20                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

21                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

22                 Motion carried.

23                 And thank you, Commissioner Brooks and

24       Commissioner Moore.

25                 At this time, any old business to come before
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1       this body?

2                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I have something.

3                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

4                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  This is from a citizen

5       who lives on Jefferson.  On Jefferson and East Grand

6       Boulevard across from Belle Isle, there is a building

7       with the name Riverside Meds.  It is a medical

8       marijuana building.  This citizen wants to know if it

9       is licensed.

10                 She went in, and was asked for an I.D. She

11       was just curious about what's new in her neighborhood.

12       So she asked for an I.D., and she asked -- the security

13       guard said, you can't come in without an I.D.  And so

14       she said, well, what do I need an I.D. for?  And he

15       wouldn't tell her.  And so the conversation went on.

16                 And she figured it out, that it was a weed

17       shop.

18                 Her thing is, is it licensed?  Why have one

19       facing Belle Isle, on Jefferson?  And the building

20       which call -- which in this building is called

21       Riverside Meds.  And she said it has been built out.

22       And it is new.  So she wants to know if it is licensed,

23       and if it is legitimate to be there.

24                 So I would like very much for someone to

25       check into that.
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1                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I assume that A.C. Dolunt

2       has taken notes on that.

3                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  Here is the deal on

4       that.  We have more of these places than anywhere in

5       the city.  Some are going along.  We shouldn't.  One

6       man's opinion, I am against them.  Why is it that all

7       of these young kids all of a sudden getting medical

8       marijuana cards?  They weren't at the (inaudible), they

9       are asking for a medical marijuana card, which you can

10       purchase for $50 anywhere.  It is ridiculous.  And

11       these people are touting all the benefits from

12       marijuana.  Yes, there are some benefits.  I get it.

13       But all of these young kids, kids in their 20s, all

14       have these ailments.  And these senior citizens can't

15       get medication, who really have ailments.  And if it is

16       so great, why is Colorado upset about it?  So I am

17       against it totally.  I totally understand it.  I am

18       hoping that the State gets their act together.  And I

19       don't -- I think the City just -- didn't Spivey do

20       something about medical marijuana?

21                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Not yet.

22                 A.C. DOLUNT:  He's doing something?

23                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  They are working on it.

24                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.  So that's just my

25       opinion.  One man's opinion.
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1                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Mr. Crawford?

2                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  Through

3       the Chair.

4                 Also, too, there is a public hearing for

5       zoning of the miracle -- I am sorry, medical marijuana

6       next Thursday, October the 29th, 5:30, Coleman A. Young

7       Municipal Building.  That's on the 13th Floor in the

8       auditorium.  So next Thursday, October the 29th, 5:30

9       p.m., there is a public hearing on the zoning for the

10       medical marijuana, I guess you will call them clinics

11       or --

12                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  May I ask what building

13       is this?

14                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Coleman A. Young

15       Building.

16                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Thank you.

17                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, 13th

18       Floor, the auditorium.

19                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner Crawford?

20                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I'm Moore.

21                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Sorry.  I'm looking right

22       at you.

23                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, A.C.

24       Dolunt, so the City of Detroit is the only city in the

25       state that has these facilities?
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1                 A.C. DOLUNT:  No.  I read something the other

2       day where Warren, the Mayor tried to do something.

3       They may be legitimate businesses.  I tried to get in

4       one.  And they wouldn't let me in.  They had a gun on

5       me.  And I said, I am in uniform.  So needless to say,

6       I was a little perturbed.  And we have been giving that

7       place special attention.  Because I am the police, you

8       should let me in, see what's going on.  It is my

9       understanding, I went through something a couple weeks

10       ago, years ago, in the '70s, the THC level in marijuana

11       was 3 or 4 percent.  Now, on average, the studies do 12

12       to 14 percent.  However, with the oils, and the edible

13       marijuana, some places 70 percent.  In the '70s

14       marijuana was not addictive.  It is now.  It causes you

15       to be mellow.  It also causes you to be lazy.  So you

16       don't have to get a job.  So I better stop while I'm

17       ahead.

18                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Mr. Chairman?

19                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

20                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I wonder, and

21       normally, Mr. Chairman, I would be a hundred percent

22       opposed to the Board doing anything like this, I

23       believe that we have a very clear set of

24       responsibilities laid out to us in the Charter, and I

25       am the first one to say that we ought not go beyond the
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1       sphere of the responsibilities that we have.

2       Nevertheless, in this particular case, I am as incensed

3       as Chief Dolunt.  I am wondering if we could -- because

4       I don't think, Commissioner Crawford, that we can get

5       to -- all of us get to the Zoning Board of Appeals, but

6       I wonder, Mr. Chairman, if it would be appropriate, if

7       the Board would entertain a possibility that our

8       attorney would draft up a resolution saying that the

9       Board of Police Commission of the City of Detroit is

10       100 percent unified in its opposition to the existence,

11       regulation, presence of medical marijuana shops in our

12       city.  Completely misunderstanding how it is that they

13       came to be, and not understanding why they are here,

14       and as the Chief said, not in the suburbs, and not that

15       we want them there either, but wonder why they are here

16       and not everywhere else.  And because we are so

17       adamantly opposed to the further degradation of our

18       communities, that we want to be on record in public as

19       a unified body saying we are opposed.  And I wonder if

20       you would consider that an appropriate use of her time.

21                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I think, Commissioner

22       Mallet, I think you are right on point, and I would be

23       supportive of that initiative.  And I think the Chair

24       would entertain a motion to that effect.

25                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.
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1                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

2                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Second.

3                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved

4       and supported.

5                 Ready for discussion.

6                 Those in favor, aye?

7                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

8                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

9                 Motion carried.

10                 And I would -- Attorney Linda Bernard would

11       follow suit, and perhaps the Chair or Vice Chair or any

12       other Board member want to speak to that resolution, at

13       that particular hearing, or any other forum, I think

14       that would really be outstanding.  So I am glad that

15       Commissioner Mallett took the initiative to add this

16       issue.  We all know -- Commissioner Brooks, that

17       person, that location is not licensed at this time.

18       They are going to start the process once they go

19       through these hearings and all of that, but no place is

20       licensed to deal with these particular facilities.  So

21       we right on time to move forward on that issue.  Thank

22       you again.

23                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I just wonder, and

24       again, I wonder could our attorney investigate this, as

25       well, if you -- if -- can you just go into a vacant
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1       building that you properly have rented, and then just

2       open up and start selling whatever it is that you want

3       to sell?  Aren't there rules, regulations, ordinances,

4       requirements you have got to meet?  I know I can't go

5       and open a dry cleaners if I want to without getting

6       the appropriate licensing and things like that.

7                 So what -- I just wonder if there is a

8       possibility, even now, even in the absence of an

9       ordinance, if we could ask the Department of Building

10       and Safety for the City of Detroit to go in and

11       inspect, and for every ordinance violation, to at least

12       have a ticket issued.  And at least cause the person

13       who is renting the facility, and the owner of the

14       facility, to have to go before a 36th District Court

15       judge and explain what they are doing and why they are

16       doing it.  And under whose authority they are doing it.

17                 I just don't believe that it is possible that

18       you can just even -- even with the number of vacant

19       buildings that we have in the City of Detroit, that you

20       can just open one up and start selling whatever it is

21       you want to sell out of there without somebody giving

22       you permission.  And if there is no permission in the

23       absence of an ordinance, at least there's building

24       inspections you have got to have.

25                 You've at least got to have -- I know this,
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1       Mr. Chairman, don't you at least have to have a

2       Certificate of Occupancy?  Something to -- has to be

3       some -- some regulatory body has got to give you

4       permission at least to occupy the space that you are

5       in.

6                 I would just think that we would also, as a

7       part of this previous action, ask for Building and

8       Safety to educate us as to what they are doing in this

9       particular circumstance.  And to help us figure out

10       what else we can help them do in order to better serve

11       the citizens.

12                 Because I agree with the Chief, absolutely, I

13       know you share this, Mr. Chairman.  It is outrageous.

14       It is outrageous.  And this -- this kind of activity

15       needs to be interdicted now.  And the citizens of the

16       City of Detroit ought to be up in arms and infuriated.

17                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  They are.

18                 AUDIENCE:  We are.

19                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  As we go forward, I think

20       Councilman Tate, James Tate, is on top of this issue,

21       but we interact reference to this as it goes forward.

22       Basically they are addressing it, but we can entertain

23       your concern.  I think Attorney to the Board heard your

24       concern.  And we can interface with his office, but

25       they have moved on this issue.  I think the vote was
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1       like 6 to 1, with other -- two or three people absent

2       from that.  But they are concerned.

3                 And the community is outraged and concerned

4       about this issue everywhere we go in terms of that type

5       of interaction.

6                 So I just want to thank you for bringing that

7       to our attention.  Thank you, Commissioner Brooks, for

8       sparking that type of dialogue.

9                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I just want to say one

10       thing.

11                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

12                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I will be happy to talk

13       to the citizen.  And the citizen will be happy that

14       something is being done.  So thank you very much.

15                 And thank you, Conrad, because you said all

16       the things I have been thinking.  Thank you.

17                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Thank you.  Appreciate

18       it.

19                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner, you are on

20       the money this time.  We have to have a little sense of

21       humor at these meetings.

22                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Particularly between

23       me and Bell.

24                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Next meeting, Thursday,

25       October the 29th.  Put my glasses on, make sure I have



10/22/201510/22/2015

Page 69

1       got the right date.  Yeah.  October 29th, 2015, at

2       1:30 p.m. at Osborn High School, 11600 East 7 Mile

3       Road, in Detroit.  That's on Northeast Detroit.  For

4       you West Siders, that's area of Seven Mile and Hoover,

5       would be east of Outer Drive.  So don't get lost.

6                 I am asking Commissioners to please make an

7       effort to come prior to that timeframe at 1:30 p.m.

8       because the young people are going to be coming in

9       about that time, 1:40 or something of that nature.  So

10       we are looking forward to that type of interaction,

11       that type of dialogue.  And Investigator Brian Fountain

12       is going to really kick it off in reference to -- the

13       three principal, they all in accord that we need

14       Investigator Fountain in terms of -- some of us witness

15       this type of interaction with these young people and I

16       think that was going to break that little ice dam with

17       them in terms of communicating with the Board, which we

18       experienced before.  So I am looking forward to Osborn

19       High School.

20                 And we on the same note, perhaps we can look

21       at before the year is out in terms of going to the West

22       Side, perhaps Cody High School might be a target

23       school.  I am just throwing that out, since we had a

24       most recent incident, we talked about going to the West

25       Side of Detroit.  And I think that's a good area.  But
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1       the Board would make that decision reference to how we

2       approach that.

3                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair, let's

4       also consider Southwest Detroit.

5                 IDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

6                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Southwest Detroit.

7                 IDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Thank you.

8                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  That is where now?

9                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  It is in the heart

10       of the City of Detroit.

11                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, why don't we go to

12       Southwest Detroit?

13                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  That would be

14       great.

15                 IDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Western, International.

16                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Cody too.  That's in

17       District 7, but I will yield to my fellow

18       Commissioners.

19                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  Maybe we can try

20       to resolve that, explore.  What is the pleasure of the

21       Board at this time?

22                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Let's table it for

23       discussion.

24                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Yeah.  Let's table it

25       for discussion.
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1                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Discussion, at the next

2       meeting?

3                 IDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Why?  Do it now.

4                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  The next full Board

5       Meeting.

6                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  This is a full Board

7       Meeting.  We have a quorum.  It's a full Board Meeting.

8       Okay.  Keep that in mind.

9                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Where were we the

10       last time we went to a high school?  Weren't we on the

11       West Side already?

12                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  No.  We was on the

13       Eastside.

14                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  So we have been on

15       the Eastside twice.

16                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  The West Side of Detroit

17       has been ignored.

18                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  Why don't we do

19       this --

20                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Well, let's work

21       our way from the bottom up.  Southwest Detroit and then

22       West Detroit?

23                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I like West.  In terms of

24       preplanning, November is almost here.

25                 IDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  That's right.
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1                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  And that would give us an

2       opportunity to work it up in terms of logistic and all

3       of that.  So what is the pleasure of the Board in terms

4       of Southwest Detroit?

5                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Specifically --

6                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  I would like to

7       have us go to Southwest Detroit.

8                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I support.

9                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  There seem to be a

10       general consensus that we are going to go to Southwest

11       Detroit.  And Commissioner Moore has consented to that

12       also.

13                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you,

14       Commissioner.

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let the record reflect

16       that we are going to Southwest Detroit.  And we will

17       work up the logistic and you can perhaps spearhead it.

18                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  I will be happy to.

19       Thank you.

20                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the Chair, I

21       think we should also go to King, as well, since that is

22       in District 5.

23                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  We will take that up next

24       year.  We will take that up next year.

25                 IDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  We will wait.
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1                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.

2                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Not this year.  Next

3       Board Meeting.

4                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.

5                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  And Mr. Chair, if I

6       may recommend that we have somebody from the Recruiting

7       Department there, as well.

8                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

9                 A.C. Dolunt, would you help us?  We want --

10                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Sure.

11                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  -- I think we might have

12       mentioned, I don't know if we formulated that, it would

13       be great to have Recruiting at Osborn High School.

14                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Next week?

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, next week.  We are

16       targeting juniors and seniors.

17                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.

18                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I don't know the overall

19       population but we talked about trying to reach out.  I

20       know you have got some -- a couple programs on the West

21       Side.

22                 A.C. DOLUNT:  1:30, right?

23                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  That's 1:30 p.m., right.

24                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Todd, can we do that?  We are

25       all working.  We have the Halloween Task Force.  Okay.



10/22/201510/22/2015

Page 74

1                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  That's the kickoff

2       of the Halloween Task Force.

3                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Right.

4                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's going to happen

5       early afternoon.

6                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Yeah.

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  The reason why we looked

8       at timeframe, because school thought it would be an

9       idea to remind young people as they go out venturing

10       that weekend, you know, all the kids get in trouble not

11       knowing.  So anyway, that's the target date and time.

12       Thank you for bringing this to a head in terms of we

13       now have another location in terms of Southwest

14       Detroit.

15                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

16                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

17                 So that speaks to -- are we meeting -- the

18       next Community Meeting will be in the 6th Precinct.  I

19       am just not going to respond to that particular issue.

20                 IDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  Yes, sir.

21                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Yeah.  Just a point

22       clarification.  It says place to be determined.  That's

23       going to be at the Boys and Girls Club on Tireman, the

24       November 12th meeting.

25                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, it appears that we
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1       have gone to the Boys and Girls Club three times.  I

2       think we really need to reconsider another location,

3       and not go to the same locale, because I think there's

4       other areas of the 6th Precinct that we should really

5       reach out.  So if the Board would entertain it, it is

6       not my decision, it's the Board decision, but we have

7       been to the Boys and Girls Club on three different

8       occasions since -- the last two years.  So if we could

9       entertain that, another location, that would be more

10       feasible to try to reach out another target audience.

11                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Well, you know, the

12       precinct picks these locations.

13                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, I think the Board

14       makes the final determination.

15                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Well, that might be

16       true, but we are talking about time constraints,

17       Mr. Vice Chairman.  So I would say that we do go with

18       the Boys and Girls Club for this one.  And next year

19       maybe we can consider somewhere else.

20                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  And I support it, as

21       well, Mr. Chair, and Commissioner Moore.

22                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

23                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, we are not making a

24       cinch this time.  It's on the post.  So we can have

25       that later discussion.
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1                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I talked to Walton a

2       couple days ago.  And he is prepared to present at the

3       Boys and Girls Club.

4                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, let's have a

5       discussion.

6                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Okay.

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I would appreciate it.

8                 COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Mr. Chair, no

9       disrespect, but since it is already down for the Boys

10       and Girls Club, I think that --

11                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  It don't say the Boys and

12       Girls Club at all.  It just says to be determined.

13                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Just a point of

14       clarification, the Captain is in the mindset of

15       presenting at the Boys and Girls Club, so I support my

16       Captain at the 6th Precinct.

17                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  All right, then.

18                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  We can move on.

19                 Oral communication from the audience.  This

20       is your opportunity to come before the Board.  You have

21       a limited time of two minutes.  Please give your name,

22       if you are affiliated with an organization, that would

23       be great.  Please be respectful because we are

24       respectful of you.  You have the mic.  Don't be shy.

25       Just come forward.
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1                 MS. HUPP:  Hello, I am Carolyn Hupp, a

2       citizen of Detroit.

3                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

4                 MS. HUPP:  And my -- I want to speak briefly

5       concerning -- they said the Police Department is taking

6       over -- has taken over the Animal Control Department.

7       Yes, no?

8                 A.C. DOLUNT:  That's been changed.  We had

9       the Animal Control.  I believe it went back, one of the

10       other departments downtown.

11                 Todd, correct me, is it this week or next

12       week that they are moving back?  Animal Control.  They

13       took it away from the Police Department.

14                 COMMANDER BETTISON:  Within the next two

15       weeks.

16                 A.C. DOLUNT:  In the next two weeks.  They

17       took it away from us.  I shouldn't say they did.  The

18       City reorganized.  I'm sorry.

19                 MS. HUPP:  So are you saying you are getting

20       it back or you are not?

21                 A.C. DOLUNT:  No, no.  We are getting out of

22       the dog business.

23                 MS. HUPP:  Getting out of the dog business.

24                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Sorry.

25                 MS. HUPP:  Okay.  Then I guess -- you will
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1       let me know who --

2                 A.C. DOLUNT:  No, if you need to --

3                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  But do you have a

4       complaint?  Do you have an issue that you want to

5       present?

6                 MS. HUPP:  Yeah, see --

7                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Please do so.

8                 MS. HUPP:  What I wanted to do, I was

9       presenting a proposal to the United States Labor

10       Department to make the Animal Control officer position

11       as an apprenticeship.  And so I wanted to present that

12       more or less to you all to support that effort of

13       making that position as an apprenticeship.

14                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Mr. Chairman, can we

15       perhaps have her get with Ms. Bernard to see what the

16       proposal would look like and then --

17                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  We could entertain that.

18       If you would meet with Ms. Bernard after the meeting,

19       share your information, contact information, we can

20       take it from there.

21                 MS. HUPP:  Okay.

22                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  And thank you.

23                 MS. HUPP:  You're welcome.  Thank you.

24                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any others?

25                 DR. DIVERS:  Good afternoon.  I am Arthur
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1       Divers.  I am the liaison for George Cushingberry,

2       Councilman for District 2.

3                 I notice you have discussed the marijuana

4       centers, medical marijuana centers.  And I just wanted

5       to bring you up to date.

6                 First, it will be before the City Planning

7       Commission, and they will be talking about Chapter 61

8       of the City Charter.  And the time is really what I

9       want you to be aware of.  It is 4:45, 4:45.  It is in

10       the Coleman A. Young Building, 13th Floor, the Erma

11       Henderson Auditorium.

12                 The other thing I do want you to -- you need

13       to get there early.  Like I say, early, because it is

14       going to be packed.

15                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Pardon me, sir, what

16       date is that?

17                 DR. DIVERS:  Same date.

18                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Oh, the same date.

19                 DR. DIVERS:  It is the 29th of October,

20       Thursday.  But the time is 4:45.  You come there at

21       5:30, you will hardly get in the auditorium.

22                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.

23                 DR. DIVERS:  Okay.  Now, this is for the

24       zoning as of where these facilities are going to be

25       located.  There is -- in there they are talking about a
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1       thousand feet from churches, schools, senior citizen

2       places, and so forth.  That's an area of major

3       contention, but I do want you to know that it is

4       starting at 4:45, and it is the same date, 29th,

5       Coleman A. Young Center.

6                 Any questions?

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you for sharing

8       that information, Dr. Divers.

9                 COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thank you.  Good

10       information.

11                 OFFICER SMITH:  Hello, Board.  How are you

12       doing?  I am Chad Smith.  I am an officer of the Police

13       Department.

14                 A little over a week ago, I sent an e-mail to

15       Mr. Brown.  He said he forwarded it to you guys

16       regarding the promotional exam, and the fact that there

17       are like 188 officers, police officers, that passed the

18       exam, but won't get to move forward to the next

19       process.  Right now currently, they are only taking

20       178.  And that's based off of 26 percent was just the

21       exam score.  I don't know if you guys actually looked

22       at the e-mail, had a chance to look at it.  I was

23       just -- wanted to bring it to the Board to see if that

24       is something that can be brought up, that we can

25       discuss and talk about.
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1                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, I

2       have a question.

3                 OFFICER SMITH:  Yes, sir.

4                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Did the union play a

5       role as far as observing the process from the beginning

6       to the point where you are now?

7                 OFFICER SMITH:  I am not exactly sure.  I

8       know the union right now is taking the process as far

9       as court proceedings to get those other 188 officers to

10       be allowed to move forward to the next part.  That's

11       all I know on that right now.

12                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Officer Smith, why

13       don't -- I think we received your communication about a

14       couple of weeks ago.

15                 OFFICER SMITH:  Yes, sir.

16                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  And we will direct our

17       Attorney to the Board that's present at this meeting

18       here to look into the matter and respond to you in the

19       future in reference to this particular issue.

20                 OFFICER SMITH:  I would appreciate that.

21                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  And I would suggest that

22       any other appearance you make of this nature, don't

23       refer to the Board as "you guys."

24                 OFFICER SMITH:  Excuse, me sir.  I am sorry.

25                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  We are a Board.  And you
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1       need to know that in terms of public speaking, that not

2       just "you guys."  Okay.  I think that would be very

3       helpful in terms of your, you know, coming before a

4       body.

5                 OFFICER SMITH:  No problem.  I appreciate it.

6       Thank you very much.

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  So with that, yes,

8       sir?

9                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Through the Board, to address a

10       couple of things.  It's not my part of the equation,

11       but I have a little bit of information on this.

12                 He is correct.  Not everyone who passed was

13       going to the next step.  There are two reasons for

14       that.

15                 One, the testing was scored on a curve.  So

16       it may not be the true score.

17                 Second was, based on the need for sergeants

18       and lieutenants, and the cost for the assessment center

19       was a little prohibitive, or it is my understanding

20       that they had a set number of filing number and the

21       Chief said, no, we need to add more people.  And so he

22       pushed for that.  But for the more people you had, the

23       more costs for the assessment center as far as bringing

24       people in.  So I don't know if they told the officers

25       that anywhere in the process.
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1                 Now, I have heard these complaints before,

2       not just from him.  And I understand the consternation

3       of the officers that are not going to the next step.

4       But that was the reasoning.  So based on cost and how

5       many individuals we believe we would have sergeant

6       spots for, because I am not sure -- I think we are

7       short 78 sergeants right now, I believe.  And you said

8       how many?

9                 OFFICER SMITH:  There are 366 that passed the

10       test altogether.  178 will move on to the next phase.

11       So that leaves out 188 that did pass the test that

12       can't move forward.

13                 A.C. DOLUNT:  It does.  And I believe they

14       took 100 and whatever, 178 names that were moving

15       forward because they figured there would only be so

16       many slots.  And they want the first phase based on the

17       test scores.  And I think the next phase will be on the

18       assessment.  And they will rank them from there.  And

19       then they will add the college credits and whatever

20       else, but that's my understanding, that's the reason.

21       But that's what I am told.

22                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Just a quick question,

23       through the Chair, if I may.

24                 You mentioned the term "passed the test."

25                 OFFICER SMITH:  That's correct, sir.
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1                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  What does that mean?

2                 OFFICER SMITH:  Seventy or better in the past

3       has been a passing score.

4                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  You said in the past or

5       currently?

6                 OFFICER SMITH:  There was no percentage given

7       this time.

8                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Oh, it wasn't given.

9                 OFFICER SMITH:  There was no percentage given

10       this time.

11                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Okay.  So you are pretty

12       much going off past practice.

13                 OFFICER SMITH:  That's correct.  What I did

14       forward to the Board was the correspondence from the

15       initial announcement up until the letter that I

16       received saying that I could not move forward, and

17       then -- to establish a timeline with all the

18       information in it.

19                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, Officer Smith, as I

20       stated, we will look formally into this matter, with

21       Chief Craig and the Director of Personnel through the

22       Legal attorney, and give you a formal rely as soon as

23       possible.

24                 OFFICER SMITH:  Thank you, sir.  And I

25       apologize for not addressing you guys as the Board.
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1                 (Multiple inaudible unidentified speakers).

2                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Officer.

3                 MR. BENAVIDES:  Good afternoon.

4                 COMMISSIONERS:  Good afternoon.

5                 MR. BENAVIDES:  First of all, thank you for

6       the opportunity to address the Board here with the

7       concern.  And ask for consideration on an issue that's

8       important --

9                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Could you identify

10       yourself?

11                 MR. BENAVIDES:  -- to me, as well as others

12       in the community.

13                 My name is Ago Benavides.  I have an Allstate

14       Insurance Agency here in Southwest Detroit about two

15       miles from here.  I really come to ask to see if

16       anybody needed auto or home or life insurance.  If you

17       do let me know.  But I am down the street here.

18                 But anyways, on a more serious note, the

19       gentleman over here expressed he was in charge.  I

20       wanted to talk about the community.  He mentioned the

21       community and the importance of the community.  And

22       here in Southwest Detroit, where my office is located,

23       I not only have the Allstate Insurance office here in

24       Southwest Detroit, but I also have -- I own the

25       Giovanna's Lounge here on West Vernor Highway.  So
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1       everything that goes on in Southwest Detroit is very

2       important to me.

3                 I wanted to come before you to express a

4       concern or ask for consideration that we keep our

5       Hispanic bilingual-speaking officers in Southwest

6       Detroit.  It is an asset to the community.  It is an

7       asset to the Police Department.

8                 We talked a little bit earlier about

9       recruiting.  What a better place to recruit when young

10       people see someone they can emulate.

11                 So I just wanted to come because I have a

12       client that is currently being transferred.  And that

13       concerned me.  He is being transferred out of Southwest

14       Detroit to another part of the city, where it may be

15       Spanish isn't as prevalent.  So I wanted to just come

16       and express that and ask for consideration.

17                 I know there are labor agreements and

18       policies and procedures and all of those things.  But

19       there's got to be a way that we can keep these people

20       here.

21                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Can I address that?

22                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

23                 A.C. DOLUNT:  A veteran or rookie officer?

24                 MR. BENAVIDES:  It's an eight-year person.

25                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.
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1                 MR. BENAVIDES:  His name is Miguel Aguilera

2       (phonetic).

3                 A.C. DOLUNT:  And East or West?  Where is he

4       going?

5                 MR. BENAVIDES:  West I believe.

6                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Probably Number 6.

7                 MR. BENAVIDES:  I am not sure.

8                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Well, there is a Hispanic

9       population there, on the border of Dearborn.

10                 As a rule, we have tried to keep

11       Spanish-speaking officers in Southwest.  For a while,

12       we used to -- we are trying to keep Arabic-speaking

13       officers in Number 6.  We also have a -- getting a

14       larger contingent of Hispanics in the 6th.

15                 So I am not sure where you are going, to be

16       honest with you.  I think, this is just me, while I

17       agree with you, we need diversity across the board,

18       because there are Hispanics, maybe not as many on the

19       Eastside or the 11 or Number 12, it is good to have --

20       because say you are driving through the Eastside, and

21       you are pulled over for whatever, you don't speak

22       English.  I think it is good to have someone available

23       that can speak English, Arabic.  Or Number 9, we have a

24       Hmong population.  11 we used to have a huge Chaldean

25       population.  So -- and we are also trying to put Arabic
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1       officers also in Number 4, as well.  So we are -- for

2       the most part, we are trying to keep the majority of

3       our Hispanic officers in Southwest.

4                 So I don't know the situation, why he is

5       being transferred.  But I guess he can -- he can call

6       me, because everyone else does.  He can call me direct.

7       And then I have -- his chain of command, he can call

8       me, serious, everyone else does.  So just tell him to

9       call A.C. Dolunt.  And he knows who I am.

10                 MR. BENAVIDES:  Okay.

11                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chairman, may I

12       make a comment?

13                 Just, you know, we do have a serious, serious

14       recruitment problem in the Detroit Police Department in

15       terms of recruiting bilingual.  And until we can

16       address that problem, and increase the number of people

17       who are bilingual, I strongly urge the Department to

18       keep, you know, Spanish-speaking officers in the high

19       priority or the highly densely populated Hispanic

20       communities.  Until we can increase the numbers, we

21       should be keeping them where they are desperately

22       needed.

23                 You know, I agree with you, Mr. Benavides.  I

24       also understand exactly what Deputy Chief is saying.

25       But we just don't have the numbers to be able to put
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1       Hispanic -- or bilingual police officers in areas where

2       the population is starting to increase.  We have so

3       many.

4                 And I can tell you that we have new migrating

5       populations coming to Southwest Detroit, from Central

6       America, that are monolingual, don't even speak English

7       at all.  So I mean -- and it keeps increasing.

8       Southwest Detroit is one of the only areas in the city

9       of Detroit that continues to grow every year.  And we

10       continue to get new, you know, immigrant communities

11       from Central America.

12                 So I am just saying the need is very, very

13       desperate.  And I think that should be the priority in

14       terms of making that decision.

15                 MR. BENAVIDES:  I just wanted to restate the

16       community part, working with the Department, obviously

17       you know better than I the importance of that, and from

18       a recruiting standpoint, seeing one of the same

19       obviously attracts.

20                 A.C. DOLUNT:  And I think we just had a --

21       Todd, didn't we just have Recruiting down in Southwest

22       recently?

23                 COMMANDER BETTISON:  Yes, sir, we did.

24                 A.C. DOLUNT:  That's Commander Bettison.  I

25       think it was last month.
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1                 COMMANDER BETTISON:  It was a month ago.

2                 A.C. DOLUNT:  At your behest.

3                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  We are.  We are

4       actively recruiting.

5                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.

6                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  We are going to address

7       your concern because Commissioner Moore and I attended

8       a forum held by Michigan United, a large population

9       from the Hispanic community.  And they reported out

10       that basically the reason why that particular precinct

11       in that area might have low crime stat, because people

12       do not communicate with the police for several reasons.

13                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  That could be part

14       of it.

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  The language is the

16       reason, one of the issue, and immigration, another part

17       of it.  So it is a huge problem.

18                 I am glad this Board has voted to move

19       towards having our next community meeting in Southwest

20       Detroit, and you could be part of that by working with

21       Commissioner Dewaelsche prior to in terms of

22       establishing a format that we are going to engage,

23       especially in recruiting and that whole issue that you

24       just raised this afternoon.

25                 So we want to thank you for your time and
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1       your input.  Looking forward to that.

2                 MR. BENAVIDES:  Okay.  And thank you for your

3       time.  I would just ask -- I know that recruiting is

4       important, but in the meantime, that we consider

5       keeping the ones we have.

6                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, I think Assistant

7       Chief, you know, entertains your concerns.  I don't

8       know how he can respond.  And you heard Commissioner

9       Dewaelsche, I am pretty sure she is going to weigh in

10       on it.  So if there is anything might add with that, we

11       don't know.  But that's an area that you brought to our

12       attention.  We appreciate it.

13                 MR. BENAVIDES:  Thank you for the opportunity

14       again.

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.

16                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

17                 MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon.  What a meeting.

18       I am very proud of everyone that's sitting on the

19       Board, and you, A.D., as usual.

20                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  A.D.?

21                 MS. SMITH:  Well, Deputy.

22                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Why do you always demote me?

23       It's Assistant Chief, Ms. Bernice.

24                 MS. SMITH:  Assistant Chief.  I am so sorry.

25                 A.C. DOLUNT:  Okay.
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1                 MS. SMITH:  But I was so thrilled.  I mean,

2       the meeting was so interesting today.  It wasn't short,

3       at no 3:30.  And all of you participated, and I am just

4       very happy to still be here.

5                 Now, I only have two things that I want to

6       say.  I want to let you know something.  And I am glad

7       that the Chief is over in shack town because look what

8       they want to do to the Police Chief over there.  So

9       maybe he can get him some pointers about how to combat

10       crime over there.  Because they want to get rid of the

11       Chief over there.  So I got this through my mail.  They

12       keep me advised on what's going on.

13                 What I would like to know, did I forget what

14       I was going to say?  I probably did.

15                 Oh, in regards to Smith.  Smith, I am a Smith

16       too, so I am behind you all the way as far as the

17       recruit is concerned, because I have stated it over and

18       over again, we need more police out in the

19       neighborhoods.  Because they are not visible enough for

20       the people.  And we do need them.

21                 And Southwest Detroit, my history with

22       Southwest Detroit goes back to the '80s.  My children

23       graduated from Western High School.  I was active over

24       there from Maybury to Western.  So I know what you mean

25       about having policemen to be in that particular area,
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1       because it is increasing over there.  They still

2       have -- Brown, you got that -- they still have the

3       activities over there.  The 300 was over there.  We

4       were looking for criminals in that area over four years

5       ago.  So it is a migrating area.  And they are being

6       increased.  So it will be a good idea.  That idea came

7       up ten years ago when we had the Fort Street Police

8       Station.  So it is not something new that's coming up.

9       So I hope that you work on it and you will make some

10       kind of reservation in regards to it.

11                 Now, Mallet, you have done a good job today.

12       You and Bell has really communicated.  And I am very

13       happy with the two of you.  It is good to have a little

14       laughter sometimes in this meeting.

15                 So again, I thank you for your presentation.

16                 And I didn't tell you my name, Bernice Smith,

17       political activist.  I am sorry.  Thank you.

18                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

19                 COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you.

20                 COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Thank you.

21                 MS. BENNETT:  To the Board, my name is Vera

22       Bennett, and I am an intern at Wayne State University.

23       And I am currently serving an internship at GRDC, on

24       Grandmont Rosedale Development Corporation.

25                 And I have a question in regards to the
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1       medical marijuana dispensaries.

2                 I attended a meeting this week on Senator

3       Knezek.  And there was a well-informed citizen there,

4       also a professor at Wayne State University in social

5       work.  And she made the same statement that our Officer

6       Steven Danaught (phonetic) made in reference to the

7       medical marijuana dispensaries not being in the

8       suburbs, only in Detroit.  The way it was -- is being

9       dispensed outside of the city is, it is being taken to

10       the patient that needs it.

11                 And my question is, why is it that if the

12       citizens of Detroit are expressing that we do not want

13       the medical marijuana dispensaries in our community,

14       why is it that we have to go through so many steps?

15       Who is it that said, yes, Detroit, they should be in

16       Detroit?  And not outside of Detroit.

17                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner Mallett?

18                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Yes, you know what,

19       Mr. Chairman, that's a very fair question, you know

20       what we keep forgetting, and this is something that I

21       think that is part of the leadership in the community

22       in which we are all a part.  We are going to have to be

23       a lot more diligent and aware.  We probably -- and I

24       will speak only for myself -- when this issue was on

25       the ballot, I was not actively involved in the
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1       opposition movement.  And I don't know that there was

2       one.  I voted no.  But we have some kind of ordinance

3       that allows it.  And I think that probably what we see

4       now is the evidence of the fact that leadership, and I

5       am only speaking for myself, missed an opportunity to

6       meet our responsibility and remind the citizens that

7       this is not fun and games.  And I do think,

8       Mr. Chairman, that probably one of the things that is

9       going to have to happen is that we are going to have to

10       gather ourselves up in an organized manner and repeal

11       this thing.  I know it is going to be very hard to do,

12       and I know that the opposition will be very, very

13       well-financed, but the degradation of our community is

14       going to be fueled by this.  And, you know, we have

15       to --

16                 The Board of Police Commissioners passed a

17       resolution, we are opposed.  What we might want to do,

18       Mr. Chairman, is ask the Legal Department in our case,

19       one, to get us a copy of the ordinance that was adopted

20       by the citizens.  I don't remember, Ms. Bernard, how

21       many years ago that was.  But their presence is

22       something that we voted on.  And I will be the first to

23       say that we made a mistake.  And I will be the first to

24       say that collectively we ought to do something about

25       it.
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1                 MS. BENNETT:  Yes.

2                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So I think that what

3       you are seeing is, is you reap what you sow.  And in

4       this particular instance, the political leadership in

5       the City was asleep at the wheel.  This thing passed.

6       I don't know that we concluded that it would not, but I

7       know that I didn't do anything to create an organized

8       effort against it.  And now you see what happens when

9       you are not vigilant.  And we were asleep at the wheel.

10       And we are going to pay the price until we can reverse

11       this thing.  Because it is a mess.

12                 MS. BENNETT:  Yes, it is.  And there was a

13       shooting next door to our building, in the middle of

14       the afternoon on Grand River last -- well, a week

15       before last.

16                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, ma'am --

17                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  At the medical

18       marijuana?

19                 MS. BENNETT:  Yes, at the medical marijuana

20       center.  And a raid.

21                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  I just want to state that

22       all information, you can contact Councilman James Tate,

23       he is spearheading this movement.  And they are looking

24       at this -- a couple of bills in Lansing in reference to

25       this issue.  And my understanding, just on the media,
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1       there is going to be a legal fight for the City of

2       Detroit to legalize before even scrutinize that.  So

3       this is going to be a really serious issue.  These

4       people are not going to go away easily.

5                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I agree.

6                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  They are there.  So

7       hopefully, you and your neighbors and others will be a

8       part of this effort to enlighten people that they need

9       to stand firm, as Commissioner Mallett stated.  The

10       horse is out of the barn.  And they are here.  So they

11       are not going to go away overnight.  There is to be a

12       legal fight in reference to this, try to scrutinize the

13       zoning and the whole ordinance process.  So thank you

14       for coming before this body.  We are aware.  I am

15       pleased that we are going to go forward with a

16       resolution.  And we have been updated on the different

17       issues.  But this is going to be a legal issue in

18       reference to this matter.  Simple as that.  Thank you.

19                 MS. BENNETT:  Thank you.

20                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, for

21       Commander Bettison, do we know what year that was

22       passed in the state?

23                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I know -- excuse me.

24       I don't know when it was, but it was not that long ago.

25                 DR. DIVERS:  Initiative.
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1                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Yes, sir.

2                 DR. DIVERS:  It was an initiative.  And it

3       was ratified by some 60 percent or more of the

4       population of the state.

5                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  State of Michigan.

6                 UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER:  2008.

7                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

8                 Yes, sir?

9                 COMMANDER BETTISON:  Commander Todd Bettison,

10       for the record.

11                 Just wanted to make the Board aware of today

12       is Code 22.

13                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.

14                 COMMANDER BETTISON:  And that at 7:00, this

15       evening, myself, along with the chairperson from the

16       Board of Police Commissioners, Lisa Carter, who along

17       with other political folks and representatives from the

18       community, be expressing the value of today, meaning a

19       day of peace.  And Mayor Duggan issued a proclamation

20       that it is Code 22, and this was spearheaded by Pastor

21       Ovella.  And approximately five years ago it was a

22       proclamation given by Mayor Dave Bing with this being a

23       day of peace.  And this is a message from Detroit

24       that -- to the nation -- we want peace.  And just

25       bringing awareness to the fact of peace and giving
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1       young folks in the community and everybody else an

2       option that it can be another way.

3                 So everyone do what they can.  Spread the

4       word.

5                 We know that, you know, the media with songs,

6       with other things out there, movies, violence a lot of

7       times is promoted and glorified.

8                 So, therefore, we want folks to tune down and

9       just take a breather, relax, and do things to promote

10       peace within the community.  Just wanted to bring that

11       to everyone's attention.  And the location will be in

12       the public room at 23821 Grand River Avenue, that's

13       today, at 7:00 p.m.  So thank you, all.

14                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you for bringing

15       that to our attention.  And I plan on attending.  The

16       Chair might be a little bit late coming.  So she has

17       asked me to be there on time.  I am looking forward to

18       the interaction with you, all the way from the Eastside

19       of Detroit.  I will travel to Grand River and

20       Eight Mile Road.

21                 COMMANDER BETTISON:  Into the community --

22                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Worthwhile project.

23                 COMMANDER BETTISON: -- absolutely.  And

24       everyone is invited.

25                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes.
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1                 COMMANDER BETTISON:  So this is everyone

2       getting together to say, hey, Detroit sending a message

3       to America.  Thank you.

4                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

5                 Any other participant at the mic?

6                 If not, the Chair would entertain a motion

7       for adjournment.

8                 COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

9                 COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Support.

10                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly moved

11       and supported.

12                 Ready for the question.

13                 Those in favor, aye?

14                 COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15                 COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?

16                 Motion carried.

17                 Thank you for your attendance.  And all your

18       involvement here this afternoon.  We will see you at

19       Osborn High School next week at 1:30 p.m.

20                 (Meeting adjourned at 4:56 p.m.)

21

22

23

24
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