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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, August 25, 2016

3 About 3:00 p.m.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good afternoon  

5      and welcome to the weekly meeting of the Board of 

6      Police Commissioners. I am your Chair, Willie 

7      Bell and we're going to move forward and I think 

8      I'm going to open up with a prayer. 

9                I normally ask Bishop Vann and he 

10      always blesses us, but let us pray.

11                (INVOCATION WAS GIVEN).

12                COMMISSIONER VANN: I make a motion, Mr. 

13      Chair, that you pray more often.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And it's always 

15      good to hear the Bishop's voice in terms of 

16      prayer and that type of spiritual blessing from a 

17      man of God.

18                I'm going to ask -- we're missing two 

19      or three Commissioners.  I'm going to ask the 

20      Commissioners to introduce themselves starting to 

21      my left, please. 

22                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: Commissioner 

23      Reginald Crawford, Commissioner of the 3rd 

24      District. 

25                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Commissioner 
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1      Richard Shelby, Commissioner of the 1st District. 

2                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Commissioner Vann, 

3      Commissioner of the 2nd District. 

4                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Commissioner 

5      Derrick Sanders, appointed.

6                COMMISSIONER DEWEALSCHE:  Commissioner 

7      Eva Garza Dewaelsche, appointed.

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I'm going to ask 

9      the Board Secretary to read into the record for 

10      the excused absences for this meeting. 

11                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

12      Today's excused list includes Commissioner 

13      Brooks, Commissioner Burton, Commissioner Carter, 

14      Commissioner Mallett and Commissioner Moore.  

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir. Do 

16      we have a quorum? 

17                SECRETARY HICKS:  You have a quorum.

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, and 

19      sitting in for Chief Craig is Deputy Chief David 

20      Levalley.

21                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Yes, sir, thank 

22      you for having me.  

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good to see you.   

24      You are Deputy Chief --

25                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Detective Bureau.



8/25/20168/25/2016

Page 5

1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Detective Bureau.  

2      Is that something like Columbo?

3                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Kind of.

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  One of my favorite 

5      detectives on TV outside of Gill Hill, the 

6      legendary Gill Hill. 

7                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I don't smoke 

8      cigars or anything though.  

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir.  And, 

10      Mr. Hicks, our Board Secretary, Gregory Hicks, 

11      would you introduce the staff of the Board of 

12      Police Commissioners, please. 

13                SECRETARY HICKS:  Again, thank you,  

14      Mr. Chair.  We have here with us today -- I don't 

15      see Gail Oxendine, but Gail would be here.  I 

16      don't see her at least in this light. 

17                Linda Bernard who is the attorney for 

18      the Board is sitting up in the front.  Of course 

19      Robert Brown who is right next to me is 

20      administrative assistant to the Board. 

21                And we have Chief Investigator Pamela 

22      Davis Drake who is sitting over here and Pam, as 

23      always, if you could introduce any of your staff 

24      who's here.

25                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  I have with me 
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1      Supervising Investigator Lawrence Akbar.

2                SECRETARY HICKS:  Mr. Chair, I would 

3      also indicate that taping the meeting would be 

4      Sgt. Alan Quinn, we also have representatives 

5      from the Media Services and we have Dale Rose as 

6      the court reporter who is with us as well.  

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.  At 

8      this time I'm going to ask Deputy Chief Levalley 

9      to introduce any other DPD staff, command staff, 

10      any others in attendance from DPD.

11                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  All right, right 

12      now I see Deputy Chief Celia Washington, Legal 

13      Advisor; Comm. Deshaune Sims, Professional 

14      Accountability and Capt. Michael Chambers just 

15      walked in from Professional Accountability -- or 

16      Professional Standards I guess, sorry. 

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  And 

18      it's my pleasure to introduce -- and she don't 

19      really need introduction, but one of those 

20      legendary activists in the community for quite 

21      some time over the years, that would be Ms. Helen 

22      Moore.  Would you please stand up? 

23                Thank you, good to see you this evening 

24      -- I mean this afternoon. 

25                And also Dr. Divers, pro tem George 
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1      Cushingberry's office there and good to see 

2      others.  I know we'll hear from you in terms of 

3      the opportunity for the community to participate.  

4      It's good that you're in attendance this 

5      afternoon. 

6                As we go forward I'm going to ask the 

7      Board to approve the agenda for this afternoon's 

8      meeting. 

9                COMMISSIONER VANN:  So moved, 

10      Mr. Chair. 

11                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Properly moved and 

13      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye?

14                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  The 

16      motion carries.  The next item will be approval 

17      of minutes from Thursday, August 18, 2016. 

18                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Move for adoption, 

19      Mr. Chair.

20                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly 

22      moved and supported.  Any discussion?  Those in 

23      favor, aye? 

24                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  
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1      Motion carried.  I don't really have a report at 

2      this time.  I think things are moving right along 

3      as far as the Board activities and so we're 

4      looking forward to more interaction next month in 

5      terms of reporting out. 

6                At this time I move to Deputy Chief 

7      David Levalley in terms of reporting out for the 

8      Chief of Police.

9                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Thank you, sir.  

10      I'll start with the crime report.  Year to date 

11      we're at 197 homicides.  Last year we were at 

12      183, we're up 14 in that category. 

13                Non-fatal shootings, we're at 618, last 

14      year we were at 711, we're down 93 non-fatal 

15      shootings.  Robberies, we are at 1,724 compared 

16      to 1,976 for last year, we're down 252 robberies, 

17      13 percent. 

18                Carjackings this year are at 212.  Last 

19      year at this date we were at 315, we're down 103  

20      or 33 percent. 

21                Our Priority 1 response time for last 

22      week was 16 minutes average. 

23                A few announcements or comments I 

24      guess.  We had chief of the day yesterday, young 

25      man named Rodney Burton who's been battling some 
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1      illnesses and that was a very exciting day.  We 

2      flew him in on a helicopter. 

3                I think they took him from SRT Base 

4      over to Aviation in SRT's Bearcat and then flew 

5      him in here on a helicopter and the Chief swore 

6      him in, had a pizza party for him, signed a few 

7      documents, he met the Mayor, did some photographs 

8      with the Mayor, so it was a very nice event and a 

9      positive story. 

10                The night prior we had some officers 

11      that were fired upon that occurred in the 2nd 

12      Precinct.  They were investigating some shots 

13      fired in the area and as they bent the corner 

14      they were fired at 19 or 20 times from an assault 

15      rifle.  At least three rounds hit the car. 

16                Fortunately none of the officers were 

17      injured at all.  They did return some fire.  The 

18      suspect at that time escaped.  We now have one 

19      person in custody who we're tying up the case 

20      right now, putting the loose ends together to see 

21      about charges with the Prosecutor's Office. 

22                We had -- earlier this week we had an 

23      executive retreat for the captains and above in 

24      the department, an eight-hour training day, which 

25      turned out to be very informative for the command 
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1      staff.  We like to do that every four months or 

2      so to get everybody together in the room and 

3      discuss some of the issues that we're seeing in 

4      the department, so we did that this week. 

5                This weekend there's a softball game, 

6      it's DPD versus Detroit Fire Department and it's 

7      a charity fundraiser to raise some resources for 

8      the Capushin Soup Kitchen which operates in 

9      Detroit. 

10                Deputy Chief Fitzgerald will be the 

11      team captain for the Detroit Police Department 

12      team, and he assures us that they're going to 

13      win.  So that is at Kingborn Field which is at 

14      Greenfield and Michigan Avenue.  If anybody is 

15      interested, Sunday, I believe the first game is 

16      at 11 AM and it's a best of three.

17                And so we have Resources?  We're 

18      supposed to have a presentation from Resource 

19      Management.  I don't know if you want me to 

20      introduce that, but apparently they're not in the 

21      room yet.  

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, so when they 

23      come that will be fine.  You mentioned a softball 

24      game.  That means that AC Dolunt is not heading 

25      it up this year, you might have an opportunity to 



8/25/20168/25/2016

Page 11

1      win.

2                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I'll be sure to 

3      let him know.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  That will get his 

5      attendance at the next meeting, right.

6                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Right.  I think 

7      he will be doing some coaching from the 

8      sidelines.  

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  First base or third 

10      base? 

11                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I don't know that 

12      it matters, you'll probably hear him throughout 

13      the entire field no matter where he's standing. 

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I know he loves 

15      softball among other sports and activities, so 

16      just want to get that in there. 

17                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  That's all I have 

18      for right now, if there's any questions of me.  

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, and 

20      Director Gail Oxendine has joined us also.  Good 

21      to see you this afternoon. 

22                Resource Management is not in place, we 

23      can move on.  Any committee reports, standing 

24      committee reports or subcommittee reports?

25                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the 
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1      Chair.  Citizens Complaint Committee met today, 

2      we had a very good meeting.  We will be bringing 

3      something for the Board for their review as it 

4      relates to data and that will be brought forth 

5      probably at the next Board meeting.

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

7      Commissioner Shelby. 

8                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I have a -- 

9      it's not a report from the committee, the Policy 

10      Committee, but I did have concern about policy 

11      and Deputy Chief Levalley just spoke about shots 

12      fired and I'm so thankful and grateful that none 

13      of the officers were injured. 

14                But what was reported in the media a 

15      couple of days ago on Fox 2 News and I know 

16      lawyers will sue police officers and they will 

17      sue this police department, but there was a very 

18      disturbing report of a lawsuit filed in Federal 

19      Court of an incident that occurred August 14, 

20      2015, involved a citizen Mr. Delmar Parker was 

21      his name, and it happened at Curtis and Mendota. 

22                It allegedly involved three off-duty 

23      police officers who -- let me summarize this -- 

24      allegedly I guess responded.  There was a 

25      relationship between Mr. Delmar Parker's 
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1      ex-girlfriend who has a child by one of these 

2      off-duty police officers who responded to a 

3      domestic situation one might say and ultimately 

4      Mr. Parker's vehicle was shot up by I guess the 

5      officer or officers. 

6                It was alleged in the media that some 

7      15 shots were fired as a result of this.  And of 

8      course the Wayne County Prosecutor's Office 

9      denied a warrant against Mr. Parker who was a 

10      citizen, also denied warrants against the 

11      officers and as stated in the media it's been a 

12      year, but there's still a current investigation 

13      going on, Chief.

14                To the Commission, is there any 

15      Commissioners that had knowledge of this 

16      situation in these briefings that they have with 

17      the Mayor and the Chief because I consider this 

18      kind of egregious and stuff, I have citizens who 

19      call me and ask me did we know anything about 

20      this and I sit on the Commission; that's one. 

21                Two is in terms of the policy and the 

22      DPD manual, I would like for all of us as 

23      Commissioners -- yet I know two years ago or 

24      three years, it's been two and a half years when 

25      we were seated on this Board, we all received a 
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1      CD with a copy of the manual.  We have some 

2      Commissioners who came on, I don't know if they  

3      got that, but if we could be issued or reissued 

4      because it's been some amendments and updates to 

5      the manual, a copy -- I believe the then Board 

6      Secretary George Anthony I guess coordinated it 

7      with Mr. Brown and we got copies of that CD which 

8      has all the information on it, the manual and 

9      policies and particularly that section involving 

10      officers who may engage in a domestic family 

11      situation off duty.  That is so important. 

12                Also too so much for transparency and I 

13      say that, this happened more than a year ago and 

14      I didn't have any knowledge and I seriously doubt 

15      any other Commissioners had any knowledge of it 

16      and I guess transparency doesn't come into play 

17      if you don't know to ask, then perhaps the 

18      department doesn't have to tell so to speak.

19                But then it also brings into question 

20      as to whether or not this Police Commission is 

21      relevant and that's what some of the citizens 

22      conveyed to me over the last couple of days.  I 

23      mean, are we really relevant if things are going 

24      on that we have no knowledge about. 

25                So -- and to Attorney Bernard, I sent 
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1      you an e-mail on July 28 and I asked in that 

2      particular e-mail how much has DPD paid out in 

3      lawsuits and I wanted to know for the year 2016 

4      which is current, 2015, 2014 and 2013 and I do 

5      believe the information was covered at a meeting 

6      that I believe I was out of town in terms of the 

7      lawsuits, the amounts that DPD has paid out.

8                As was stated about a month or so ago 

9      the state of Michigan has paid out $42 million, 

10      $8 million dollars by the State Police, so just 

11      if -- I think the information is already 

12      gathered, but I wanted to know as to all the 

13      payouts Detroit Police Department has paid out in 

14      lawsuits for those particular years.

15                MS. BERNARD:  Do you want a response?

16                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:   Yes, ma'am,  

17      because I didn't get that information because I 

18      do recall I was out of town and this is just one 

19      of very few meetings that I missed.

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  You covered several 

21      different areas, you covered several different 

22      areas.  The first part, the Chair, the Vice-Chair 

23      in the last year so no, we were not aware of any 

24      incidents.  In fact, we're somewhat in the dark 

25      in terms of discipline and so maybe we need to 
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1      try to address that even though we might not be 

2      in the official loop, but somewhere along the 

3      line, but I like to have Linda Bernard go second. 

4                I'd like to have Deputy Chief 

5      Washington come forward.  We have pursued the 

6      matter about the cost of lawsuits with the 

7      corporation counsel and also the Mayor and the 

8      Chief.  That discussion has taken place in the 

9      last six months or so.  I don't know if Deputy 

10      Chief Washington -- and I apologize, I didn't ask 

11      for questions or comments of the Board or the 

12      Deputy Chief so you're right on target in terms 

13      of responding out, so if we could hear from 

14      Deputy Chief Washington first.

15                DEP. CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Celia 

16      Washington, Legal Advisor.  First, to address 

17      Commissioner Crawford's comments about the story 

18      that was on the news this week with the incident.  

19      Quite frankly, I wasn't aware that we had been 

20      served either, so if there's any inference that 

21      there's lack of transparency, it certainly isn't 

22      intended to be.  I did not know that we had been 

23      served and Comm. Sims from Professional Standards 

24      said that the warrant -- and she could probably 

25      speak to it better -- there's recent activity.
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.    

2      Well, I just want to respond to that in terms of 

3      I'm not talking about the lawsuit, I'm just 

4      talking about the incident, just the information.  

5      I'm not -- because whether you're served or not 

6      or whether or not the department gets sued or 

7      not, the issue I was talking about is just not 

8      even having knowledge of an incident of that 

9      magnitude or allegedly or that egregious that 

10      occurred a year ago. 

11                And, I mean, it smacks of what happened 

12      in Chicago where the video and incident happened 

13      for over a year and you had a prosecutor, a mayor 

14      and a police chief -- not -- that's here, I'm not 

15      referencing that in terms of Detroit, but what I 

16      am saying is -- and then as you well know some of 

17      these other cities that have not even come forth.

18                And I will say with all due respect 

19      this chief has in passing and even Commissioner 

20      Bell can attest to it, made reference to 

21      situations that may come up and just a general 

22      conversation because when people in the street 

23      ask me, "Well, did you know about this?" or, "Why 

24      do we even have a Police Commission if you don't 

25      know about an incident of this magnitude".
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1                And it's not about the particulars 

2      because I do know their investigation is going on 

3      even though this one seems to be a quite lengthy 

4      one since it's been a year, but at least I can 

5      respond saying, "I know about it, there is an 

6      investigation." 

7                DEP. CHIEF WASHINGTON:  So to speak to 

8      that point and perhaps, Mr. Hicks and I and the 

9      Commander can talk, there is current not a 

10      mechanism in place, Commissioners, for every 

11      single incident that IA -- and I'm not speaking 

12      for her -- to communicate every single incident 

13      to the Board of Police Commissioners. 

14                And we can talk about what changes 

15      might look like.  You guys are aware you have a 

16      Citizens Complaint Committee different from what 

17      is referred to at IA and we can talk about the --

18                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  But I'm not 

19      referencing every single one, just when it's 

20      something that's egregious as this that has the 

21      potential, you know, that perhaps the public may 

22      want to respond. 

23                DEP. CHIEF WASHINGTON:  We can talk 

24      about what that threshold looks like. 

25                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, 
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1      that would be appropriate, thank you.

2                COMM. SIMS:  Deshaune Sims, Commander, 

3      Professional Standards Bureau.  I just wanted to 

4      touch upon the incident happening last year in 

5      August, was submitted in September of last year.  

6      We didn't get the declination back for the 

7      officer until June 10 of this year which is why 

8      -- it's been closed and turned in and it's under 

9      review in my office, but it has not been approved 

10      by me as yet, but that's why it's been open for 

11      so long because we didn't get the declination 

12      back until June of this year. 

13                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, 

14      okay, thank you.

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner 

16      Crawford, are you referring to if we have a 

17      shooting involving police officers, especially 

18      when someone is shot by a police officer, the 

19      Board should be notified, would that be a 

20      discussion we might have with the DC? 

21                In this case the young man said he was 

22      shot?  

23                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  He wasn't shot, 

24      his car was shot. 

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I'm just going by 
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1      --

2                DEP. CHIEF WASHINGTON:  So 

3      police-involving shootings.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, we can have 

5      that type of discussion that we all get on the 

6      same page and it's something that perhaps we can 

7      have that type of discussion leading to other 

8      issues, but we have that type of discussion.

9                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Commissioner, 

10      I have a question, Mr. Chair.  We get a 

11      communication operations report that talks about 

12      shootings and I'm just wondering would that be 

13      there?  We get this every week.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  That is true, that 

15      is true. 

16                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I read those 

17      and also I read the 24-hour that's in our 

18      department mail every -- well, 24 hours we get 

19      that, that's constant, so any instance like that, 

20      shots fired or something like that would be in 

21      there.  

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So there's some 

23      form of communication going on now that we just 

24      have to take -- be aware of and take notice of.  

25      We might be on the same page I think, a little 
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1      bit more communication.

2                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  But this is off 

3      duty.  I know it's supposed to be in there even 

4      if it's off duty.  

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  On duty or off duty 

6      we want to be notified. 

7                MS. BERNARD:  Linda Bernard, attorney 

8      to the Board.  Commissioner Crawford, I think 

9      that in order to define better what it is in 

10      particular are interested in, we might work with 

11      the department and work with the Law Department 

12      with corporation counsel's office to determine 

13      when claims are made if you will or significant 

14      claims are made against the department that are 

15      legal in nature because that would encompass what 

16      you're talking about in terms of the higher 

17      threshold than the reports that you get about 

18      shots being fired, etc.

19                So I can certainly inquire to Butch 

20      about that, but on the question of the amount of 

21      dollars that have been spent in lawsuits, I've 

22      sent two memos to the office of corporation 

23      counsel and the chairman is aware of them and 

24      they were forwarded to the Board requesting that 

25      information and we haven't received it. 
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1                At the budget meeting that the Chairman 

2      attended before City Council.  Butch Hollowell 

3      went before us, the corporation counsel's audit 

4      questions were before the Police Commission's 

5      audit questions and that was one of the questions 

6      that they had prepared for the City Council and I 

7      took notes during that meeting.

8                And what you're referring to I think 

9      are the notes that Commissioner Bell referred to 

10      in terms of his report in terms of what was 

11      happening with the Law Department in terms of 

12      litigation.  Litigation was way down, but I will 

13      request it again and I will also request that 

14      when they receive a claim above the $25,000 or 

15      $50,000 threshold which would be either a claim 

16      or litigation that they notify us of that, so at 

17      least you'll have no information about -- and the 

18      lawsuit of course tells you what the claim is 

19      about, but the -- or if there's been a formal 

20      claim that's been made.

21                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.

22                MS. BERNARD:  Would that be sufficient?  

23      What dollar threshold, because there could be a 

24      $5,000 claim or something like that and you're 

25      not interested in those I'm sure.
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  No, ma'am, but 

2      -- and I just wanted to know the amount that has 

3      been paid out in litigation in these previous 

4      years and I might add that years ago when 

5      Councilwoman Sheila Cockrel was seated on the 

6      Detroit City Council there was an annual report 

7      and I used to participate and I attended those 

8      council meeting, happened to be a Detroit police 

9      officer, as to an annual report was released as 

10      to how much the DPD had paid out and I used to 

11      track this. 

12                One year it was $40 million, etc. so I 

13      used to track it every year as to how much we 

14      were paying out in litigation.  It was an annual 

15      report that was released, yes, ma'am. 

16                MS. BERNARD:  We not only requested 

17      information on the annual payout in terms of 

18      litigation, we requested information on the fees 

19      that we paid outside counsel and there is a 

20      Litigation Unit within the office of corporate 

21      counsel that deals with police issues all the 

22      time.

23                So to me it was a holistic question 

24      regarding how much, not just the dollars paid 

25      out, but the whole system that we've built around 
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1      protecting the legal rights of the City and of 

2      the Detroit Police Department. 

3                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, 

4      thank you very much.  I look forward to receiving 

5      your information.  Thank you.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Yes, 

7      sir, Deputy Chief.

8                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  There was one 

9      other issue that was brought up and that was a 

10      current copy of the manual and I'll make sure 

11      that Planning gets you a current copy.

12                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir, thank 

13      you very much.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Good 

15      discussion and are we ready now for Resource 

16      Management? 

17                I'd like to revisit that issue.  Scott 

18      Benson on behalf of the Council chaired a Public 

19      Safety Committee, perhaps he could be a contact 

20      person.  I assume that it can go through this 

21      committee in terms of issues dealing with police 

22      and fire and EMS, so that might be another source 

23      because once they hit the council desk, I guess 

24      they work up the settlement to approve or 

25      disapprove the settlement, so that would be 
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1      another contact person. 

2                SECRETARY HICKS:  Excuse me, Mr. Chair, 

3      if I can just remind the Commission in terms of 

4      the thrust of the reorganization and the other 

5      activity which we're looking at in terms of the 

6      enhanced oversight. 

7                One of the items in which we have of 

8      course is hiring a fiscal manager.  As we have 

9      read-only access to data with inside the 

10      department or really the City's financial data, 

11      once we're able to identify, for example, the 

12      line items, the codes and so forth, we presumably 

13      would be able to deliver that information 

14      ourselves, because at some point where we're 

15      concerned about asking people for things and so 

16      forth there is a way in which normal oversight 

17      organizations operate where they simply go into 

18      these -- and again on a read-only basis, we're 

19      not trying to change the data that the department 

20      operates -- any department operates with -- but 

21      on a fiscal standpoint we can locate these 

22      particular items, we can clearly spin off reports 

23      that gives you the year-end totals over time on 

24      the issues in which you're concerned with.

25                That's the way in which we're moving as 
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1      an oversight agency, so I would just simply want 

2      to put that on the table just for your future 

3      consideration.

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  It 

5      would be very very helpful.

6                MR. HOLLINS:   Good evening.  I'm 

7      executive manager Don Hollins and I'm also in 

8      charge of Resource Management. I'm just going to 

9      go over a brief PowerPoint explaining what we do 

10      and then I'll take questions. 

11                Basically Resource Management is 

12      responsible for the procurement and distribution 

13      of uniforms and equipment and we also procure and 

14      manage the identifying and repairing of 

15      department facilities. 

16                The unit is responsible for the uniform 

17      store, the tow desk which is our precinct towing 

18      operations and facilities.  That's where we go 

19      out and identify and manage the facilities that 

20      we use in the police department. 

21                I'd like to start with the uniform 

22      store.  Basically our staffing now consists of 

23      one police assistant and one administrative 

24      specialist.  The uniform store basically supplies 

25      the department with soft goods as opposed to hard 
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1      goods.  That would be uniforms, leather goods and 

2      bullet-resistant vests. 

3                This year so far we've issued uniforms, 

4      sets of uniforms, 230 new department members and 

5      68 replacement vests to existing department 

6      members.  So you can add to the 230 because we 

7      also issue new members replacement vests also in 

8      the best category.

9                Challenges for the upcoming year.  The 

10      challenges that the uniform store will face in 

11      the upcoming year will be providing replacement 

12      shirts to new recruits and to existing members.  

13      We recently had an instance when we changed over 

14      the uniforms and all of our existing officers 

15      didn't receive a full supply of uniforms.  I'll 

16      be increasing our budget request to accommodate 

17      them and make them whole. 

18                The tow desk.  Once again, our staffing 

19      for the tow desk, we have one part-time officer 

20      who assists us with a dual role.  He helps us 

21      both with the towing operations, but also the 

22      facilities issues of repair and maintenance.  The 

23      tow desk handles citizen complaints which I have 

24      a star there. 

25                Telephone crime reporting also handles 
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1      straightforward type of towing complaints from 

2      citizens, but so basically he also handles towing 

3      complaints that had been escalated so to speak.

4                He also processes the payments for the 

5      departmental tows, ensures that our 24 I believe 

6      it is at the last count tow companies are 

7      operating in compliance with the department's 

8      guidelines.  I've listed here for the audience 

9      where the tow desk can be reached and I've also 

10      listed TCRU which also can assist with towing 

11      complaints. 

12                I did make sure that everyone is aware 

13      of the new tow fees that were instituted recently 

14      back in 2013.  Basically to pick up a car it's 

15      going to be $125.  That is not going to the 

16      police department, that goes to the actual tower. 

17      $75 city administration fee, I believe we had 

18      questions last year when we spoke about this.  

19      That goes to the City general budget, not the 

20      police department. 

21                The $15 per day storage fee is, once 

22      again, a fee that goes to the tow yard based on 

23      how long it takes for the citizen to pick up 

24      their vehicle.  Once again, the minimum charge 

25      would be $225 -- $215, okay. 
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1                Facilities, once again, we start with 

2      our staffing.  We have one sergeant, one 

3      restricted duty officer and one police assistant.  

4      It's not listed here, but I also just told you on 

5      the tow side we have one officer assisting. 

6                We're responsible for the acquisition, 

7      cleaning and maintenance of department 

8      facilities.  We basically use two entities to 

9      help us achieve those goals.  The first one is 

10      the City's General Services Department, sometimes 

11      we'll call it GSD.  They handle the repairs and 

12      maintenance of facilities -- and cleaning. 

13                The DBA or the Detroit Building 

14      Authority, they assist us with more complex 

15      projects like building out or major remodels. 

16                Last year we completed construction of 

17      the new 5th Precinct, I believe a few members of 

18      the Board were there.  I think the Chairman was 

19      there.  Located at 3500 Conner. 

20                This year we broke ground, we also had 

21      some Board members present over at the 8th 

22      Precinct where we're building a new 8th Precinct 

23      complex where it's going to have both a precinct, 

24      integrated auditorium and a community room where 

25      we can handle small community gatherings.  Also 
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1      is slated for NPOs to be housed there, 

2      neighborhood police officers. 

3                We hope to begin breaking ground on the 

4      8th Precinct by the end of the month and the 3rd 

5      Precinct by mid September.  I've got September 8, 

6      but after today's budget we may be delayed a 

7      little bit. 

8                Projects in progress, once again we 

9      have the 3rd Precinct buildout.  If any of you 

10      have been by there, you've noticed that we've 

11      already done the lot, we've had it graded and 

12      rolled.  We opened it up a couple of days ago. 

13                The 8th Precinct, demolition once again 

14      is slated to begin by the end of the month of the 

15      interior. I don't know if I mentioned it, it also 

16      has an auditorium.  Did I mention that the 8th 

17      Precinct is going to have an auditorium where 

18      this body might want to hold some community 

19      meetings. 

20                And one I know is of particular 

21      interest to this board is 900 Merrill Plaisance.  

22      That particular case, last year we had a default 

23      by the contractor.  Right now we were up in 

24      budget meetings earlier, it is on the agenda for 

25      budget.  Right now we're waiting on funding for 
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1      that particular project to be completed.  Numbers 

2      are coming in higher, roughly 10 to 15 percent 

3      more.  We're talking about something on the order 

4      of magnitude to finish the project of $1,400,000.   

5      Any questions?  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners, 

7      questions and concerns? 

8                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Can you let us know 

9      what actions have been taken against the 

10      contractor?

11                MR. HOLLINS:  I've contacted the Law 

12      Department and -- no, I contacted General 

13      Services who gave me a number at the Law 

14      Department which I haven't received a response 

15      yet. 

16                But the project scope expanded over 

17      time and right now I don't have any information 

18      on what remedies the City is seeking against the 

19      former contractor. 

20                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Because it looks as 

21      if we got this same report this time last year, 

22      we were at a stand-still, we don't know where 

23      things are going, we don't owe the money is gone, 

24      we don't know what action is being taken against 

25      the contractor, just stuck in the mud.
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1                MR. HOLLINS:  Well, I can say that this 

2      project has been included in our five-year 

3      capital plan, so we are moving forward to 

4      complete the project.  I do know that the 

5      investigation preliminarily revealed that the 

6      project scope was originally much smaller and the 

7      project grew over time. 

8                So as far as I don't believe there was 

9      much the City had in leverage including 

10      insurance, bonding, on that particular project. 

11                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Is there any way 

12      for us to get some definitive information about 

13      this?  I mean, this has been a long-standing 

14      issue ever since I've been on the Commission and 

15      I think by now we ought to have some real 

16      clear-cut answer and a direction in which this is 

17      going with regards to this particular piece of 

18      property.

19                MR. HOLLINS:  Well, first of all, if 

20      you notice, I mentioned earlier that the police 

21      department itself does not attempt to manage 

22      these complex jobs. 

23                In this particular instance the General 

24      Services Department and Purchasing hired the 

25      contractor and the DBA as -- the project has been 
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1      turned over to the DBA because it obviously was 

2      too big of a job for General Services to handle. 

3                Right now our real estate attorney at 

4      City Law is Scott Brinkman.  He could give us 

5      more clarity for the Board if we wanted to  

6      inquire.

7                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

8      Chair, yes, sir, Mr. Executive Manager Donald 

9      Hollins.  I'm certainly glad for your sake 

10      Commission Burton isn't here today.  He's been 

11      adamant about the fact that we've been out of our 

12      office over a year.  I will pass this information 

13      along to him, but Bishop Vann has somewhat 

14      eloquently echoed Commissioner Burton's 

15      sentiments about the fact that the Commission is 

16      out of their office because of being occupied by 

17      OCI. 

18                They've been squatting in our office as 

19      squatters for over a year now, so I echo the same 

20      sentiments as Commissioner Vann.  If we can get 

21      something more definitive as to some kind of 

22      projected date and I do realize -- I know that's 

23      difficult with this issue and construction. 

24                Chief Drake doesn't mind speaking today 

25      because Commissioner Burton isn't here. 
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let's pause for one 

2      second.  Mr. Hicks wanted to speak.

3                MR. HICKS: Thank you, Commissioner.  

4      The gentleman has indicated that a report is 

5      forthcoming.  On behalf of the Commission I would 

6      just like to ask the Commission to put on the 

7      record that we would like a copy of that report 

8      as it comes in to him because he has indicated he 

9      is awaiting a report.  

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, thank you.  

11      Chief Drake? 

12                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  Thank you, 

13      sir.  For the record, Pamela Davis-Drake.  I've 

14      been in communication with the Detroit Building 

15      Authority. 

16                A couple of points, Commissioner Vann, 

17      that you made.  One is that yes, we have been 

18      kind of in limbo for a while as to what's going 

19      to happen.  About three months ago the DBA did 

20      meet, they assumed the position of taking over 

21      the project with -- the DBA's Board did vote on 

22      the additional funding which at the time was $1.2 

23      million.  They agreed to take on that task of 

24      completing the building at that time. 

25                I think what Mr. Hollins is talking 
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1      about, and it is true -- they are now waiting 

2      because additional monies have been requested for 

3      the completion of the build-out.  It is in Budget 

4      right now, I know it's going through the process, 

5      City Council process, to ensure that that funding 

6      is -- it happens, so we're waiting on that. 

7                We're also waiting on the build-out 

8      internally of the office and this was something 

9      that I'm sure Commissioner Burton would he happy 

10      to hear, within the next few days we're going to 

11      be hearing something about receiving more 

12      cubicles in the suite that is adjacent to the 

13      Board's suite so that will be freeing up some 

14      additional space in the Board. 

15                Also within probably the next few 

16      months we'll get more information about exactly 

17      when those dates will be so that we can better 

18      plan for our move for next year.

19                At this time they're talking about the 

20      completion of the Merrill Plaisance Building 

21      sometime next year.  That was the last that I 

22      heard.  Of course that can change depending on 

23      the funding.

24                MR. HOLLINS:  I do have one thing to 

25      add and that is that the building is 75 percent 
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1      complete, so the building -- it won't be a long 

2      construction schedule once we can get the funding 

3      approved to begin, so I would say 90 days once we 

4      can get funding approved, but the problem is 

5      we've got to get those approvals first. 

6                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  And I do want 

7      too that this is not the fault of DBA.  It is a 

8      bureaucratic kind of issue that we're dealing 

9      with at this point and it's a matter of going 

10      through the proper channels and making sure that 

11      all of the different departments that have to 

12      actually sign off have signed off on the approval 

13      for that money to be pulled down from one account 

14      to the other.  That's been our whole holdup.  

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.

16                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  Are there any 

17      other questions? 

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Not on this issue.  

19      At the highest level we have been privileged to 

20      the conversation, it was on, off, on and off, so 

21      this is ongoing matter and so hopefully it 

22      happens next year, sometime next year, but the 

23      powers that be say it was off the table, then it 

24      was on the table, so we just have to wait and see 

25      what happens. 
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1                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  I know that 

2      the Mayor, sir, is very interested in this 

3      project and he's dedicated to getting it done, so 

4      I know that it is going to happen, I believe it's 

5      going to happen, I'm praying that it's going to 

6      happen and as soon as possible.

7                So when I get an update, I will let you 

8      know, but DBA is keeping me abreast of the 

9      progress as best they can when they hear what's 

10      going on as well, when they get new updates.  

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Maybe we just need 

12      solid information, not speculation. 

13                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  We would all 

14      love that, sir.  

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's enough of 

16      that, so we don't know what's going to happen.

17                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  I agree.  

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let's move forward.  

19      Any other questions, comments in reference to 

20      Resource Management?  Mr. Hollins, thank you for 

21      the update, thank you for your attendance and 

22      look forward to concrete work. 

23                We covered committee reports, standing 

24      committee.  Mr. Hicks, any other comments you 

25      might want to make at this time? 
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1                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

2      There is a note in your packet that is an update 

3      to the Board for the Thursday, September 8 

4      community forum.  This is the community forum 

5      that the subject matter is less than lethal 

6      weapons. 

7                If you recall what we had indicated to 

8      the Commission and what we were trying to do is 

9      to put together a panel discussion.  We have 

10      confirmed five individuals who would sit on the 

11      panel.  The update is in your packet, but they 

12      are -- just so that the general audience and 

13      people who are viewing the broadcast here would 

14      know, Mark Sancher, he's a staff attorney for 

15      racial justice with the ACLU; Mark Young who is 

16      the president of the Detroit Police Lieutenants 

17      and Sergeants Association, Christopher White who 

18      is with the Coalition Against Police Brutality, 

19      former DPD Chief and former Deputy Mayor Ike 

20      McKinnon.

21                And as you know in the last 

22      conversation one of the things in which we 

23      indicated that we were very concerned about was 

24      having some aspect of the medical discussion of 

25      this particular issue included.  We now have a 
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1      Robert Dunn who is an M.D. and he is the vice- 

2      chief of emergency medicine at St. John Hospital 

3      and DMC. 

4                All five of those individuals will be 

5      available, they will address the Commission.  The 

6      commission in turn would be able to address 

7      questions to the Panel and of course if the 

8      Commission is desirous to open it up for public 

9      question and answer. 

10                That would take place, again, in our 

11      community meeting starting at 6:30 on September 6 

12      [sic]  We're going to be at the Detroit -- 

13      September 8, 2016 at 6:30 PM and we'll be at the 

14      Boy Scouts Headquarters located at 1776 Warren 

15      Avenue.  And the immediate community in that area 

16      we think we're going to get a very good turnout 

17      will be the Woodbridge and the Wayne State 

18      University community. 

19                In addition to that, Commissioners, 

20      what I'd like to report is that we've had a lot 

21      of very good cooperation from Media Services.  If 

22      you were to go to our website now you will find 

23      populated on our website, you go to City of 

24      Detroit's website, go to Boards and then you go 

25      to Meetings section on there, you open that up, 
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1      there is some 40 of your previous meetings that 

2      are available for citizens to view or they can 

3      download those meetings. 

4                But we now have a public record that 

5      has immediate access by citizens of essentially 

6      all of the tapings that Media Services has 

7      provided since you entered into an arrangement 

8      with them in order to cover your meetings. 

9                So, that combined with the posting of 

10      transcripts and so forth, we again believe that 

11      we're meeting our responsibility probably at one 

12      of the highest levels of showing the kind of 

13      transparency and meeting other kind of statutory 

14      things like the Open Meetings Act and things of 

15      that sort. 

16                With those two items, those are the 

17      only things which I wanted to bring to the 

18      attention of the Commission this evening.

19                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

20      Chair, yes, sir, Mr. Hicks, I want to thank you 

21      and everyone else who helped facilitate that I 

22      observed that on the website today, the City's 

23      website, in terms of our meetings that are up in 

24      addition to -- they've always been in terms of 

25      the minutes of the meetings from the 
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1      stenographer, the court reporting. 

2                And I thank you because there are a lot 

3      of people that basically deal with visualization, 

4      they watch things as opposed to reading things in 

5      terms of the stack of notes or the transcript one 

6      might say of our meetings. 

7                So I want to thank you and also for all 

8      of the other work you've done recently and one 

9      might say has brought change to this Commission.  

10      Thank you, sir.  

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

12      Commissioner Crawford.  I'm trying to look over 

13      this podium.  Do I see Comm. Todd Bettison there?

14                COMM. BETTISON:  Yes, you do, sir.  

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Could you come to 

16      the mic, please, be so kind.  Chief Craig always 

17      commends Comm. Bettison in terms of the PR and 

18      along with the staff, Sgt. Woody. 

19                Mr. Hicks, I would like to request 

20      Comm. Bettison to be -- help us in terms of 

21      getting the public out and I know you know the 

22      public.  I would make a plea to you to try -- we 

23      don't want more participants on the panel, we 

24      have the general audience and we definitely want 

25      feedback from the public in addition to the panel 
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1      questions, but we want feedback because this is 

2      an opportunity.

3                Could you assist us in that endeavor?

4                COMM. BETTISON:  Absolutely, sir, and 

5      just prior to this meeting I was at a meeting 

6      with some young folks from the community and they 

7      had a lot of questions as far as policy and the 

8      youth involvement into the process of just policy 

9      of the DPD.  They even asked about the Board of 

10      Police Commissioners. 

11                I informed them of all the exciting 

12      things that you're doing as far as getting it out 

13      to the public, with it being on TV now as well, 

14      so I will have them there for you and utilize 

15      their network because one of the young ladies 

16      told me that they have a group of like 1,000 kids 

17      there they're able to reach out to.

18                So I will definitely assist.

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And I met some of 

20      the young people in the hallway after -- probably 

21      after your meeting.  Comm. Ewing introduced them, 

22      we met briefly.  So I just think this is a 

23      crucial issue that we somehow make sure the 

24      public is aware and especially young people and 

25      all concerned parties to take advantage.
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1                Because this is a great facility that's 

2      hosting it so we can accommodate people.  I just 

3      want to make sure that we're doing everything 

4      necessary to get communication out prior to this 

5      date.  If we have to do some talk shows or 

6      whatever, then perhaps Commissioner Crawford and 

7      Moore and others could contact maybe Helen Moore, 

8      Dr. Divers. 

9                We just really need to work it up 

10      because this is what makes Detroit separate from 

11      other cities.  We want to include everything.  As 

12      Ron Scott would say, who's not at the table.  We 

13      want to bring people to the table to have this 

14      type of condition and we go forward this fall.

15                 I know you had over 8,000 young people 

16      at Chene Park and among other things.  I just 

17      want to thank you for your involvement as we go 

18      forward and thank you, Mr. Hicks, for putting 

19      this together. 

20                SECRETARY HICKS:  Commissioner, if I 

21      can just indicate I have reported on this in the 

22      past, but in addition to what we've talked about 

23      there is a promotional effort and we're more than 

24      happy to join with whatever.  You can never 

25      over-promote in this sense, but the Media 
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1      Services people and essentially people through 

2      the -- really through an operation that sits in 

3      the Mayor's office, they're making a 50 contact 

4      what they call an e-mail blast which is going 

5      out. 

6                We suspect between now and this period 

7      we will get two or three of those 50,000 e-mail 

8      blasts.  We will also blast to all of the 

9      employees of the City of Detroit which is another 

10      roughly 9,000 individuals. 

11                We then are preparing press statements 

12      and prepared to go around and will be calling 

13      upon Commissioners as their time permits to 

14      attend talk shows and things like that in order 

15      to promote this. 

16                What we did not do at this point is to 

17      give you a list because within the period of time 

18      in which we're trying to promote -- you know, we 

19      don't know how much we're going to get in that 

20      regard, but we are mindful of the fact that an 

21      actual promotional effort has to go into not only 

22      this event, but all of our activity and so forth 

23      and I would be remiss to say that individuals 

24      like Rose Love who is an institution here in the 

25      city of Detroit in terms of promoting city 
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1      activity is working with us in this regard.

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

3      Mr. Hicks, you're on top of it.

4                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Mr. Chair, I 

5      just want too make sure we get the information to 

6      all the activist groups as we discussed at the 

7      last meeting, most notably New Era and Black 

8      Lives Matter and any other activist organizations 

9      because it's so important to get this to the 

10      people in the street. 

11                MR. HICKS:  And, Commissioners, again 

12      and not to keep interrupting, but in a lot of 

13      cases -- and I'm one of those kind of like 

14      activists in terms of my background.  We didn't 

15      always have addresses, so if anybody has an 

16      address that can be added to this, particularly 

17      of some of the activist organizations that may 

18      not have a permanent address, we would appreciate 

19      it and would be adding them to the promotional 

20      effort.  

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  

22      Ms. Bernard?

23                MS. BERNARD:  MR. Chairman and 

24      Commissioners, first of all I think as we 

25      advocate for this event which I'm really excited 
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1      about, the subject of course of "less than lethal 

2      weapons", but I think people just know the word 

3      "Taser", so the conversation is really about 

4      Tasers and maybe other things, so maybe if we 

5      just refer to it that way it will not sound so 

6      formal.

7                But I came up to notify you that I just 

8      received a text from Corp. Marvin Sanders from 

9      the Dearborn Police Department. 

10                "Dear Ms. Bernard --"   he had called 

11      me a few weeks ago about the chief wanting to 

12      come to one of our meetings, Chief Haddad.

13                "Dear Ms. Bernard. 

14                The Dearborn Police Department 

15           will be present at the September 8, 3rd 

16           Precinct meeting.  The essence of our 

17           presence will be to convey our 

18           commitment to work in concert with 

19           Detroit DPD along with providing crime 

20           stats of those areas in the city of 

21           Dearborn which border the city of 

22           Detroit.  As I am awaiting confirmation 

23           as to the persons from my agency that 

24           will be attending, when is the latest 

25           that you need the information." 
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1                The Chief, Chief Haddad is coming, but 

2      he wanted you to know that in advance so Chief 

3      Levalley and to you as well. 

4                MR. HICKS:  The instructions which you 

5      gave us was to essentially strip all items off of 

6      the agenda on the 8th and to handle this 

7      particular item.  Where I obviously am not a 

8      member of the Board, I don't speak for the Board 

9      in any particular way, but you have essentially a 

10      closed agenda on the 8th and I'm sure that what 

11      we should be working to is another date in order 

12      for the individual to come to us.  

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  That would be in 

14      order, that should be the focal point and perhaps 

15      we can work those logistics out, but we can talk 

16      about it afterwards in terms of -- I think that 

17      issue with Dearborn PD, the race and ongoing with 

18      the Grosse Pointe PD and all that, that's another 

19      subject matter about Eight mile Road. 

20                We know, maybe we can focus in on these 

21      interactions and not confuse the issue, but we 

22      appreciate the dialog.

23                COMMISSIONER VANN:  A different date, 

24      another meeting, a different date.

25                MS, BERNARD:  All right, thank you. 
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any new business?  

2      Perhaps we can -- any other Commissioner might 

3      want to speak just in general if they have 

4      anything they want to share with us at this time 

5      because sometimes we wait until we have the 

6      audience participation, but any dialog, anything 

7      you might want to share, any other Commissioners, 

8      comments or anything?  You all good?  

9                Okay, old business?  Announcements, our 

10      next meeting will be Thursday, September 1 at 3 

11      PM Public Safety Headquarters right here and we 

12      already talked about the September 8 meeting, so 

13      we don't have to -- we know the location and it's 

14      going to be high profile at the Boy Scouts of 

15      America, 1776 West Warren and that's the 3rd 

16      Precinct. 

17                And let's move on to Item 15, oral 

18      communication from the audience.  You have two 

19      minutes and please identify yourself and if 

20      you're going to speak, just come forward and be 

21      ready.

22                MS. BUTLER:  Good afternoon.  My name 

23      is Celia Butler and I'm the community activist 

24      and I want to address -- I had to think about it, 

25      but Chief Craig said last week about not 
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1      identifying an officer that has been involved 

2      in a shooting or what have you, but because of 

3      their family being exposed, but what I can recall 

4      about justice, that justice is blind.  There's a 

5      scale that's equal.

6                And I'm thinking in terms of when we 

7      have a person who has committed a crime all of 

8      that person's family hasn't been involved in 

9      whatever that person out of that family 

10      committed, therefore I think that would be fair 

11      if that would keep down confusion in the 

12      community when an officer does commit a shooting 

13      that whatever it is, that it be handled so that 

14      there would be less confusion.

15                I feel if the officer is identified the 

16      same as if a person does the same thing.  I know 

17      the Chief isn't here to answer for that, but I 

18      wanted to think about it before I addressed that 

19      at the time that he was talking about that.  

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, ma'am.

21                MS. MOORE:  My name is Helen Moore.  

22                COMMISSIONER BELL: How do you do, 

23      Ms. Moore?

24                MS. MOORE:  I know the Lord knows I got 

25      enough on my plate with the school system, but 



8/25/20168/25/2016

Page 50

1      I'm here today because it deals with one of our 

2      youth.  I am the youth director at my church, and 

3      I did not know that this had happened to one of 

4      our children because I hear you all the time 

5      talking about we need police people and we need 

6      all this going on and this is a great person to 

7      be a police.

8                He's always wanted to be a police, his 

9      father just retired as a police, and I just found 

10      out the other day that he was turned down because 

11      of something that happened when he was 15 years 

12      old.  It was supposed to be erased from the 

13      record, expunged and all that, and now we have a 

14      young, that's all he ever wanted to be, that's 

15      all he talked to me about as the young person.  

16      I've known him all his life.  I thought he had 

17      been hired. 

18                He joined the Army Reserves, he 

19      graduated from Cass, brilliant student and I was 

20      his choir director, beautiful voice, but that's 

21      beyond what we're talking about. 

22                I want to know why a 15-year-old child 

23      who wants to be a police who lives in this city 

24      of Detroit has been turned down after he took all 

25      your exams and everything and then up jumps the 
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1      Devil saying oh, you did something when you were 

2      15 years old, you can't be a police, it's a 

3      felony, but it was supposed to be expunged. 

4                So when I heard them talking, I decided 

5      I'm going to take this battle to you because all 

6      of us in here want to save our children just like 

7      I do and this child, I guarantee you, put my 

8      reputation on the line, he's done everything 

9      right except when he was bullied at 15 and did 

10      something he regrets to this day. 

11                So can you all help me find out how I 

12      can save this child, how I can make him join the 

13      police department and make us proud?  Can you 

14      just tell me what to do?  

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.  I 

16      think HR director Gail Oxendine is going to speak 

17      to you, if you give her the mic she's going to 

18      respond to you now.

19                MS. OXENDINE:  Yes.  With respect to 

20      this applicant -- Gail Oxendine, Human Resources 

21      director for the record. 

22                What I can do is I can take his name.  

23      I would not be able to share any information with 

24      you because that information is confidential with 

25      the applicant. 
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1                We can pull his record, we can 

2      determine why he was disqualified and have the 

3      lieutenant over the Recruiting Division have a 

4      conversation with him about that, okay?

5                MS. MOORE: Okay, that sounds good.  

6      You'll love him, he's a great person.

7                MS. OXENDINE:  We'll check him out.

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, 

9      Queen Mother Helen Moore, I'm so glad to see you, 

10      it's been years and  --

11                MS. MOORE: All of you, I guess I know 

12      everybody here.  We've all worked together in the 

13      past, thank you. 

14                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I just want to 

15      go on record I received this letter from Queen 

16      Mother Helen Moore prior to this meeting, I've 

17      read it seated here at the table.  I will give 

18      this information to our Personnel director.  Yes, 

19      ma'am, I have a letter. 

20                Also to Attorney Linda Bernard a copy, 

21      if someone could make copies and the Board 

22      Secretary, Mr. Hicks.  I'm so glad, I mean, 

23      you've advocated for our children for years.

24                MS. MOORE:  Yes and he's the only one 

25      that ever wanted to be a police officer and I 
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1      think that's great. 

2                All the other children I deal with are 

3      actors and lawyers and engineers.  I don't lose 

4      any, I cannot believe that he is not with the 

5      police department. 

6                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I can assume 

7      you the Director Oxendine is going to look into 

8      it.  Also, there is an appeals process too and 

9      we'll get you that information, Attorney Bernard 

10      will get you that information in terms of an 

11      appeal, but Director Oxendine is probably first 

12      going to look into this, but I'm thankful that 

13      you came down.

14                We go back years and in protests, keep 

15      the vote, no takeover against the board of 

16      education, that takeover back then, emergency 

17      manager, long before this one came to the city.

18                MS. MOORE:  We just filed another 

19      lawsuit too.  We're not stopping. 

20                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I been keeping 

21      up with it, but thank you and we'll be in touch.

22                MS. MOORE:  All right, thank you.

23                MS. PANNELL:  Good afternoon, Board.  

24      Sharon Pannell.  First, if you need something 

25      blasted out, if you e-mail me I'll blast it out.  
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  We'll share the 

2      information with you.

3                MS. PANNELL:  You know, I'll handle -- 

4      you know, I wanted to let you know that people 

5      that watch this on the next day, they cannot hear 

6      you.  People -- I have lunch at St. Pat's 

7      every day and the seniors, they told me they 

8      cannot hear the program.  

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So we need to speak 

10      more direct  --

11                MS. PANNELL:  No, it's the volume 

12      system somewhere.  I don't know what it is, so I 

13      just wanted to let you know.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, thank you for 

15      the information.  I know that's a work in 

16      progress, they're trying to resolve those issues.

17                MS. SMITH:  Good afternoon, Bernice 

18      Smith.  AC, good to see you.  Commissioners, good 

19      afternoon again.  I'm so glad that my cousin came 

20      here, you think I'm a fighter -- she's a fighter 

21      right there.  I'm glad that you got a chance to 

22      meet her in person because she don't bite her 

23      tongue about anything.  She loves her children 

24      that she deals with and the board of education 

25      loves her, even though some things that they wish 
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1      she wouldn't say. 

2                But anyway, what I come to tell you 

3      again on Livernois and Puritan there a drug 

4      outlet there.  Young man went through the 

5      drive-in to purchase the goods and he didn't have 

6      the legal card and he got his -- the goods and 

7      then when he pulled out and he went about two 

8      blocks and he was stopped by the police.

9                And when they questioned him, they 

10      confiscated the goods plus the fact he didn't 

11      have a driver's license and he was -- the car was 

12      totaled -- not totaled, I'm sorry, confiscated. 

13                So in the meantime I was told there was 

14      seven arrests in a matter of time during that 

15      evening of cars.  Now, I would like to know if 

16      this place is legal, can you investigate to find 

17      out why the police is constantly stopping the 

18      cars when they come out at a certain two or three 

19      blocks down the street, that's Number 1. 

20                The main thing I want -- and I forget 

21      last week -- my church, Tabernacle Baptist Church 

22      located there on West Grand Boulevard and -- 

23      Grand River and the Boulevard right there on the 

24      corner, several weeks they have been annoyed with 

25      racetrack going up and down the street there, 
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1      they are drag racing as they call it.  They stop 

2      at Buchanan and they start at the Boulevard. 

3                And when church is beginning in the 

4      morning, the maintenance people have to go out 

5      there and clean up the garbage and the beer cans 

6      and so forth, whatever is out there before church 

7      starts at 8 o'clock. 

8                I've been told that this has been going 

9      on for the last three or four weeks.  The police 

10      do come, but what they do, they're smart enough 

11      to see the cars which is blue and white and you 

12      can see it and then they scatter. 

13                So therefore I have a suggestion.  

14      Maybe we can have the task force with their black 

15      cars come and if it's possible and be at the end 

16      of the street at the corner and when they come 

17      that way they can come right on out and get them.

18                Now, that was my suggestion.  I don't 

19      know if it's feasible are not, but the fact is we 

20      have to stop this drag racing in front of the 

21      church because it's terrible.  The people when 

22      they come to church early, they see the remains 

23      of what happened at night. 

24                So that's what I want to tell you and I 

25      don't know what else I can tell you today, that's 



8/25/20168/25/2016

Page 57

1      all mine.  I thank you for listening to me.

2                Oh, one more thing.  The young lady -- 

3      I mean, I know it's a police matter and I realize 

4      that certain things you cannot tell the public, I 

5      know that, and I realize that parents and 

6      families are worried about what happened to their 

7      children and so forth when they're being killed, 

8      but we can't continue to come each week and blame 

9      the police department for not letting, you know, 

10      certain information that we cannot have.  It is a 

11      matter for the police department and the -- 

12      what's her name up there -- I can't think of 

13      everybody, but that's what I wanted to say.  We 

14      have to stop. 

15                Let the police take care of the agenda 

16      and they're going to do a good job, I have faith 

17      on them.  I don't have no problem with them 

18      taking care of things.  When I do a complaint, 

19      they take care of what I do, but the fact is we 

20      as the public, we have to let the police do their 

21      job and not continue to go over the same thing 

22      over again.

23                Yes, we are worried, we want it to 

24      stop, but we have to remember one thing.  You're 

25      not shooting us in the back and that's what I 
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1      love about this police department. 

2                I do take time to realize and use 

3      judgment in killing people if you do it 

4      necessarily, but we must let the people know 

5      we're doing a good job.  Reggie, quit laughing at 

6      me. 

7                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I'm not 

8      laughing at you, I'm just laughing at the 

9      statement.

10                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Get the drag 

11      racing location.

12                MS. SMITH:  Livernois and Puritan by 

13      the gas station. 

14                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  We do have a drag 

15      racing detail. 

16                MS. SMITH:  No, drag racing is on Grand 

17      River and the Boulevard by my church. 

18                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Grand River and 

19      the Boulevard on the drag racing. 

20                MS. SMITH:  The drive-through is where 

21      the drugs are being sold.  Supposed to be an 

22      outlet or something, I don't know, with the green 

23      lights and everything. 

24                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Thank you.

25                DEP. CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Ms. Bernice 
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1      mentioned the medical marijuana caregiver 

2      centers.  I just wanted to report out and I asked 

3      the Law Department to come, with your permission 

4      I'll work that out with Mr. Hicks. 

5                So we had a meeting 11 -- so there's 

6      been 11 lawsuits against medical marijuana 

7      caregiver centers that were operating illegally 

8      and in drug-free zones. 

9                Those 11 were taken to court and court 

10      orders were issued for them to cease and desist,  

11      so this past weak the VC investigators together 

12      with DPD went out -- I appreciate Comm. Bettison 

13      providing the NPOs, every one of those locations 

14      were closed already before we got there. 

15                And when I say "closed", I asked was it 

16      just dark or were they gone, and so apparently 

17      they had packed up and left. 

18                The next phase is what I've asked the 

19      Law Department to come and talk to this Board 

20      about because I know Bishop Vann had mentioned 

21      some concern about what appeared to be a kinder, 

22      gentler approach to this topic. 

23                So the next round within the next week 

24      or so there's 14 other locations that have been 

25      identified that are up and running and it 
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1      reminded me when Ms. Bernice mentioned Puritan, 

2      I'm not saying they're in a drug-free zone, but I 

3      know there are some in that area that are not 

4      supposed to be there.

5                So I've asked them if it's okay to come 

6      and report out to you in terms of what the status 

7      is for the enforcement. 

8                COMMISSIONER VANN:  And, Mr. Chair, if 

9      you don't mind if you could kindly bring back to 

10      us, you know, the current number of facilities as 

11      opposed to the number that was first reported so 

12      that we can see just exactly the effect of your 

13      enforcement efforts?

14                DEP. CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Absolutely, and 

15      what we can do -- because we meet every Monday 

16      and they've got it broken down -- because not 

17      everybody is operating in a drug-free zone.  They 

18      can break it down to the numbers who have applied 

19      in locations where they can be legitimately and 

20      those who have been denied and appeal, so we can 

21      have VC with your permission and the Law 

22      Department make a presentation as to the status.

23                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Through the Chair 

24      if I may.  I just want to comment that aside from 

25      what's taken place with the Law Department in an 
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1      attempt to shut down the dispensaries that are in 

2      drug free zones, the police department continues 

3      to investigate complaints of dispensaries where 

4      we receive information or tips that they're 

5      selling to people without medical marijuana 

6      cards.  Last work we raided three locations and 

7      shut those down and charged the operators, 

8      confiscated all of the marijuana and the proceeds 

9      that were on the premises.

10                So that may be the instance at 

11      Livernois and Puritan.  Without checking, I don't 

12      know, but a lot of times they will receive tips, 

13      they will set up on the location, make 

14      observations of purchases and then investigate to 

15      see if they have a card and if they have enough 

16      of those instances, then that gives them the 

17      probable cause for a search warrant. 

18                So we continue to do that while this 

19      process is going on at the Law Department.

20                COMMISSIONER VANN:  And, Mr. Chair, 

21      just from a regulatory standpoint, you know, we 

22      want to make sure that those facilities that have 

23      been in violation of the law are not allowed to 

24      go find another location that is not in the 

25      drug-free zone and operate as well, so from a 



8/25/20168/25/2016

Page 62

1      regulatory standpoint who's watching that?

2                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  Well, that's why

3      the prosecution piece of it would be important to 

4      charge the operators so they have a criminal 

5      record of distributing illegally and then when 

6      they make their application, their background is 

7      checked as to whether or not they have a history 

8      of illegal distribution before they're granted a 

9      license. 

10                COMMISSIONERS DEWAELSCHE:  So, Mr. 

11      Chair, I just have a comment.  So that would 

12      explain -- and I know Bishop Vann is kind of -- 

13      has mentioned it.  There are some that appear to 

14      be opening and closing and so if you're raiding 

15      them, are they suspended, are their operations 

16      suspended temporarily and then are they able to 

17      open again in some cases, because it appears in 

18      the Seven Mile Woodward area there are three on 

19      one block it almost appears and sometimes they 

20      look they're closed and I'm thinking okay, they 

21      finally closed them down, and then a few weeks 

22      later they're open again, so I was just wondering 

23      what --

24                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  When we raid the 

25      location or execute search warrants and we shut 
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1      them down, they may open back up, but they're not 

2      doing it legally, but we have to get back to the 

3      location again, but they're definitely closed 

4      once we execute the search warrant and make 

5      confiscations.

6                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:   So, 

7      Mr. Chair, I would like to receive a report on -- 

8      like an update report maybe on a quarterly basis 

9      on what is happening in terms of openings and 

10      closings, permanent closings.  That would be 

11      helpful.

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Write a note and 

13      work it out with DC Washington and we're hear in 

14      terms of next months in terns of that reporting 

15      out.  

16                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

17      Chair, Deputy Chief and also 3rd Deputy Chief 

18      Attorney, Washington I want to think you for the 

19      information, the transparency in empowering 

20      myself and this Commission with the information 

21      so when I'm out and about in the city along with

22      the other Commissioners and people ask us what's 

23      going on with the medical marijuana, we know and 

24      also too, a couple of days ago there will not the 

25      legalization of marijuana on the ballot in 
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1      November, the State has moved to not put that on 

2      the ballot, so those who want to participate in 

3      the presidential election don't look for that 

4      issue of legalization of marijuana on the ballot, 

5      it's not there.  Thank you.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I just have one 

7      other request, that as we face the school year 

8      with the young people returning to school if the 

9      Deputy Chief Levalley would make a note, I know 

10      the board of education have their own police 

11      department, you know, but I think to and from if 

12      we can some point in time get a reporting out in 

13      terms of steps that DPD might be engaging in to 

14      ensure the safety -- I know it's ongoing, but the 

15      school year is after Labor Day, if you could 

16      report out and have a responsible party give us 

17      an update in terms of those issues, that I think 

18      would be timely.

19                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  We absolutely 

20      will and we do still every year activate the Safe 

21      Route to Schools Programs.  It's been around for 

22      a long time and every available member of the 

23      department patrol certain routes during key times 

24      of the day when children are walking to and from 

25      schools.
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1                So we take all the administrative 

2      personnel from inside and put them out from 6 to 

3      8 AM or whatever that time frame is, but yes, 

4      we'll get that to you.

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Are we going to 

6      have safety patrols?  There was some rumor they 

7      might be bringing them back.

8                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I don't.  Tod 

9      Bettison, he's probably the person to answer.

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  There was some 

11      dialog that you're going to bring back safety 

12      patrol. 

13                Are you saying yes?  Oh, okay.

14                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I'm just not up 

15      to speed on it, sorry.  

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  You don't know what 

17      I'm talking about, do you?

18                DEP. CHIEF LEVALLEY:  I try to keep as 

19      much as I can, but in the Detective Bureau I have 

20      my hands full there.  

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner 

22      Crawford know what I'm talking about.  I used to 

23      be a --

24                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yeah, the 

25      safety patrol, as a matter of fact I was a 
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1      lieutenant in the safety patrol.  We're not going 

2      to talk about what year that was.  But Deputy 

3      Chief, I can assure you if there's any issues with 

4      the school Queen Mother Moore were definitely 

5      come back, journey back down here in front of the 

6      podium to ask questions of what's going on with 

7      our children, make sure they get to and from 

8      school safely. 

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Is there any other 

10      business before this body?  If not, the Chair 

11      would entertain a motion for adjournment. 

12                COMMISSIONER VANN:  So moved, 

13      Mr. Chair. 

14                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Support.

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Properly moved and 

16      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye?

17                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

19      Motion carried.  We'll see you next week, thank 

20      you for your attendance.

21                          (Proceedings concluded at 

22      4:18 p.m.)

23

24

25
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