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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, June 15, 2017

3 At approx. 2:59 PM.

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good afternoon and 

5      welcome to the weekly afternoon meeting of the 

6      Board of Police Commissioners.  I am your Chair, 

7      Willie Bell from District 4. 

8                I'm going to ask our very own 

9      Commissioner Rev. Dr. Edgar Vann for invocation, 

10      please.

11                COMMISSIONER VANN:  May we pray. 

12                (INVOCATION WAS GIVEN).

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

14      Commissioner Vann.  Going to have roll call at 

15      this time.  I'm going to start to my far right, 

16      please. 

17                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Commissioner 

18      Eva Garza Dewaelsche, appointed. 

19                COMMISSIONER SANDERS: Commissioner 

20      Derrick Sanders, appointed. 

21                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Conrad Mallett.

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And to my left? 

23                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Commissioner 

24      Reginald Crawford, District 3. 

25                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Commissioner Edgar 
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1      Vann, District 2. 

2                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Commissioner 

3      Richard Shelby, District 1.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

5      customers.  Mr. Hicks, do we have a quorum? 

6                SECRETARY HICKS:  Mr. Chair, yes, you 

7      have a quorum.  

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  We have 

9      an excused absence from Commissioner Elizabeth 

10      Brooks.  At this time I'm going to ask the 

11      commission to approve the agenda for this 

12      afternoon's meeting. 

13                COMMISSIONER VANN:  So moved, 

14      Mr. Chair.

15                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Second.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Properly moved and 

17      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye?

18                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:    Those opposed?  

20      Motion carried.  The next item would be approval 

21      of the minutes from June 8, 2017. 

22                COMMISSIONER VANN:  So moved. 

23                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Second.

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Properly moved and 

25      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye?
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1                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:   Those opposed?  

3      Motion carried.  Introductions.   Mr. Hick, would 

4      you introduce the Board staff, please.

5                SECRETARY HICKS:    Thank you, Mr. 

6      Chair.  Before going to our staff, I want to 

7      indicate that Sgt. Quinn is doing the taping for 

8      this evening.  Media Services to doing the 

9      audio-visual work and Dale Rose is the court 

10      reporter. 

11                Immediately to my right is Robert 

12      Brown, and then if we look on the first row here 

13      we have Ms. Blossom from media area, Ms. White 

14      for policy, Ms. Johnson for fiscal and then if we 

15      can go to Chief Drake and I do want to indicate 

16      in our audience today we have corporation counsel 

17      Butch Hollowell with us as well. 

18                Ms. Drake? 

19                CHIEF INV. DAVIS-DRAKE:  Good 

20      afternoon, everyone.  For the record, Pamela 

21      Davis-Drake, Chief Investigator.  Also with us 

22      today from the Office of the Chief Investigator 

23      is Supervising Investigator Lawrence Akbar. 

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Sitting 

25      in for Chief Craig is our deputy chief Charles 
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1      Fitzgerald sitting in for Chief Craig. 

2                Would you introduce any other DPD 

3      family?

4                DEPUTY CHIEF FITZGERALD:  Absolutely.  

5      We have Elaine Miles from Homicide sitting in the 

6      back, Capt. Mike Chambers from Professional 

7      Standards with his head down trying to hide, Lt. 

8      Javone Johnson from the Chief's office and Sgt. 

9      Joel Hewett from the Chief's office.

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, thank 

11      you.  Do you have any -- corporate counsel, Butch 

12      Hollowell is in attendance.  Good to see you this 

13      afternoon, sir.

14                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Thank you, 

15      Mr. Chairman, always a pleasure.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Do we 

17      have any elected officials or organization 

18      representatives in the audience?

19                Yes, sir.

20                MR. DAVIS:    William Davis, president 

21      of National Action Network.  

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Any 

23      others?  It's good to see all of you this 

24      afternoon attending our meeting.  It's good to be 

25      on the inside because I think it was raining on 
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1      the outside.  We're going to move forward. 

2                We have a business matter that we need 

3      to attend to, but what I'd like to do, do we have 

4      any -- moving up on the agenda if the Board would 

5      be so kind for audience participation at this 

6      time. 

7                Do we have anyone here to speak to the 

8      Board of Police Commissioners concerning public 

9      safety, you can take the mike at this time.  I 

10      want to make sure we give you the opportunity.

11                I'm sorry, read off the cards, please.

12                MR. BROWN:  Peter Rhodes. 

13                COMMISSIONER BELL: There you go, Peter 

14      Rhodes.

15                MR. RHODES: My name is Peter Rhodes, 

16      I'm a resident of Detroit.  I've been here 

17      before, it's always good to be back.  I was here 

18      back in March of 2017 and we had a discussion at 

19      that time about Detroit Police Department 

20      security at Comerica Park and the new Little 

21      Caesars Arena. 

22                One of the media articles at that time 

23      questioned whether the two sports teams were even 

24      paying any money for the Detroit Police 

25      Department security. 
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1                Well, I found out that they were paying 

2      money, but there is no written contract, there's 

3      no agreement that's written and I can't quite 

4      figure out how that's even done, but the reason 

5      that was given to me because of security concerns 

6      they don't want a written contract because they 

7      don't want a lot of accounting for this money. 

8                So I tried to come over to address the 

9      Board for two minutes and say all city contracts 

10      including Detroit Police Department have to be 

11      approved by Detroit City Council. 

12                And the income is always subject to 

13      review by the proper accounting and also the 

14      auditor general if necessary.

15                And security concerns are always 

16      concerns, but they're never an excuse for not 

17      having a proper written contract and not having a 

18      proper system of accounting.  So I'm going to 

19      suggest that a week from today Thursday, June 22, 

20      at 3 o'clock according to the Internet grants and 

21      contracts will be up on this agenda.

22                Now I would suggest that would be a 

23      good time to address this issue.  That would give 

24      the police department enough time to look into 

25      the matter, other people enough time to research 
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1      it and then you could come to a proper conclusion 

2      a week from today. 

3                However, I won't be here because I'm 

4      taking my mom out to lunch a week from today and 

5      I got a date.  If you get to be 94 years old I'll 

6      out you out to lunch.

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, I look 

8      forward to that.  Why don't we duly note his 

9      concerns and we will do the research and get back 

10      with you in a timely manner to make sure you are 

11      aware we place that item on the agenda, is that 

12      fair enough?

13                MR. RHODES:  That's very fair.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, sir. 

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Also through 

16      the Chair, also too you talked -- attorney, you 

17      talked about a contract.  I don't know if that's 

18      -- and we'll find that out -- through secondary 

19      employment via DPD, Detroit Police Department or 

20      what. 

21                I do know that Wayne County has some 

22      sort of contract now if you want to call it that.  

23      That was due to the fact that they wanted to try 

24      to get the deputies to do that and we voted that 

25      down, so it was supposed to -- and they're still 
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1      doing something in terms of that, but it's a 

2      separate piece through Wayne County Sheriff's 

3      Department, so thank you.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Mr. Rhodes, 

5      specifically you can contact our secretary, 

6      Mr. Hicks, and make sure that we're clear on what 

7      you're seeking for to us to investigate, is fat 

8      appropriate?

9                MR. RHODES:  Yes, sir.  

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I want to 

11      acknowledge Chief Craig for his attendance this 

12      afternoon.  Mr. Brown. 

13                MR. BROWN:  Yes, our next speaker is 

14      Mr. William Davis.

15                MR. DAVIS:  Good afternoon.  As 

16      previously stated I'm the president of Detroit 

17      Chapter of National Action Network and I'm also 

18      president of the Detroit Active Retired Employees 

19      Association, and through those meetings two 

20      different large groups it's comes to my attention 

21      that I'd like to pass on this information.

22                A number of our members that live along 

23      the border areas of Detroit are concerned about 

24      the fact that there seems to be more and more 

25      suburban police officers stationary inside the 
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1      Detroit border that's like, say, almost like 

2      doing a little speed traps where they might be 

3      waiting along Eight Mile at different places 

4      where they actually -- not like they're following 

5      somebody to give them a ticket, but they 

6      stationary like sitting up speed traps inside the 

7      city of Detroit and ticketing Detroit residents.

8                And we also have people that watch 

9      different courts and you go in a lot of suburban 

10      communities around Detroit, most of the people in  

11      those courts are black people from the city of 

12      Detroit. 

13                So I think we have a concern about the 

14      fact that there's a number of police departments 

15      that sitting up shop writing tickets in the city 

16      of Detroit for our people that I can understand 

17      if they're on the border and they see somebody 

18      doing something, but they should not be inside 

19      the city of Detroit parked stationary to catch 

20      people speeding or whatever.  That's my comments.  

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And we raised that 

22      issue a week ago or two weeks ago.  In fact, we 

23      are looking into that particular matter and if 

24      you have any specific you can contact our Board 

25      Secretary Mr. Hicks.  I think AC White, Assistant 
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1      Chief White responded that if you have any 

2      specific date and time and then we would -- they 

3      would look at it further, but we are aware of 

4      that concern in reference to Eight Mile Road and 

5      Mack Avenue, so we're duly aware of the concerns 

6      of these outside agencies --

7                MR. DAVIS:  And on Tireman. 

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And Tireman, 

9      anywhere there's a border, so we will make sure 

10      that we do due diligence to try to respond back 

11      to you and any others who raise that issue 

12      because we all are concerned about that 

13      particular matter. 

14                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  If I might, 

15      Mr. Davis, we also have discussed at this Board 

16      the inordinate amount on fees imposed, 

17      particularly on those persons who really can't 

18      afford them.  One of the chief obstacles, 

19      Mr. Chairman, for a person getting a job is owing 

20      either a municipal, state or federal government 

21      money.  It is a hinderance particularly for those 

22      persons as the Chief well knows coming out of 

23      prison.  These matters don't go away just because 

24      you did. 

25                And so it's a very very complicated 
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1      issue, financing and I think we had this 

2      discussion, but there was a bill introduced by a 

3      couple of democratic legislators who at least 

4      wanted to do an examination of the entire fee 

5      structure to determine whether or not they were 

6      equitable in the first place.

7                So it is something, Mr. Davis, we are 

8      aware of and see the issue more broadly than just 

9      the speed trap, but understand the broad impact 

10      that the entire fee structure has on the ability 

11      of citizens particularly trying to return to 

12      everyday life to figure out how to get a new 

13      start, so it's something that we're paying 

14      attention to. 

15                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

16      Chair, to further expound on that and 

17      Commissioner Mallett is absolutely correct, but, 

18      Mr. Davis, if you would as stated earlier bring, 

19      I guess, get all the locations, but also too you 

20      talked about the National Action Network 

21      monitoring the courts, find out those -- if you 

22      have sent people to the courts, traffic courts in 

23      some of those suburban communities that you're 

24      talking about, that's very effective. 

25                I did it back in the '90s with 
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1      Eastpointe and not only did I look at the 

2      population and the diversity or lack thereof of 

3      the population in Eastpointe, but also too sat on 

4      Mondays in those courts and just sat in the back 

5      and documented the number of folks, even the 

6      locations where they were ticketed at, but I will 

7      say that the fines in those suburban courts are 

8      much much higher than the 36th District Court.  

9      They were back then and I'm sure they haven't 

10      changed. 

11                So I mean for the same traffic 

12      offenses, so -- and that was a for or less a pay 

13      or you stay in jail, so thank you. 

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

15      Commissioner Mallett, Commissioner Crawford.  At 

16      this time --

17                MR. BROWN:  One more, Mr. Chair.

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  One more, I'm 

19      sorry.

20                MR. BROWN:  Clifford Williams.

21                MR. WILLIAMS:  Good afternoon.  I would 

22      like to ask a question why is it taking so long 

23      to keep these drug houses closed after they've 

24      been busted?

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, when 
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1      you say "close", you mean after they reopen?

2                MR. WILLIAMS:  They have reopened.  

3                CHIEF CRAIG:  And we're aware of some 

4      that have reopened and we go back and do an 

5      investigation again.  The process is we notify 

6      the landlord and the whole idea and intent is to 

7      actually take the house and we have Butch 

8      Hollowell here, I don't know if you want to 

9      expound any more on the process that we use. 

10                We haven't done a lot of them, but the 

11      idea is we are aware some houses are closed and 

12      they reopen.

13                MR. WILLIAMS:  Well, this house has 

14      been busted three times and they just been busted 

15      within the last month or so according to the 

16      224-dope because they know we very well, they 

17      know my voice by heart.

18                CHIEF CRAIG:  Is it on the west or east 

19      side?

20                MR. WILLIAMS:  Southwest Detroit, 

21      Delray area.

22                CHIEF CRAIG:  So Deputy Chief 

23      Fitzgerald is here.  What I'd like him to do --

24                MR. WILLIAMS:   I got three houses that 

25      -- I mean, they're just  --
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1                CHIEF CRAIG:  Right.

2                MR. WILLIAMS:  I had to throw my wife 

3      out because of the one house because it's an 

4      opiate house.  I threw my wife out in April and 

5      other houses, the one house, they sell just about 

6      everything.  The house across from me, they're 

7      selling cocaine right now, so --

8                CHIEF CRAIG:  Okay, Deputy Chief 

9      Fitzgerald who has that side of town, he'll take 

10      the information and we'll see what the status is.

11                MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm just curious 

12      because, you know, one house that I'm talking 

13      about mainly, that's been busted three times.  

14      The owner of the house is a seller and back when 

15      Mayor Duggan was prosecutor he sent out letters 

16      saying there was -- they would forfeit the house 

17      right away.  

18                CHIEF CRAIG:  We have a process in 

19      place now to do that, so I can't speak to that, I 

20      don't know which house, but Deputy Chief 

21      Fitzgerald will look into it, get back to you and 

22      if we need to go in and open up another 

23      investigation.

24                MR. WILLIAMS:  I call every week.

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  I'm glad you do.
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1                MR. WILLIAMS:  There's shootings.  I 

2      mean, it's not where we live, it's how we live 

3      and that's the main -- I mean, my grandkids -- my 

4      son won't let my grandkids come down, spend the 

5      night because of this.

6                CHIEF CRAIG: Okay.

7                MR. WILLIAMS:  And it's sickening. 

8                CHIEF CRAIG:  You may know the 

9      location, I don't want you to do it here in 

10      public, but if you talk to him in private.

11                MR. WILLIAMS:  We can go outside and 

12      talk.  Thank you very much, have a blessed day. 

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir. 

14                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Melvin Butch Hollowell, 

15      corporation counsel, through the Chair. 

16                You're quite right, after the second 

17      bust we have the ability to forfeit the house and 

18      we can buttress that by court order if necessary  

19      on a residence, and so if we do have the address 

20      we'll work with you and we will ask the chief 

21      judge for an order of closure where we get the 

22      house forfeited, padlocked and secured.

23                CHIEF CRAIG:  That I think what would 

24      help you, sir, is that we'll communicate with 

25      them in real time as to where we are with these 



Weekly Afternoon Meeting
6/15/2017

Weekly Afternoon Meeting
6/15/2017

Page 18

1      individual cases.

2                MR. WILLIAMS:  I appreciate it, it's 

3      just getting sickening.

4                CHIEF CRAIG:  Absolutely, I understand.

5                MR. WILLIAMS:  I'm too old for this any 

6      more.  

7                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you. 

8                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Thank you, sir, thank 

9      you, Mr. Chair.

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  I was 

11      going to entertain a motion to go into a closed 

12      session, but I want to make sure that the public 

13      have an opportunity to receive the update 

14      reference to the issue of dealing with marijuana, 

15      so I would like to have the Board yield to give 

16      them that opportunity before we break for the 

17      closed session.  I don't want someone to leave 

18      and not hear that update and might perhaps not 

19      stay or come back, so would that person come 

20      forward that's going to address the medical 

21      marijuana update, thank you.

22                MS. PHILSON:  Well, good afternoon, my 

23      name is Jada Philson.  I'm the zoning manager for 

24      the Building Department.

25                MS. MOSLIMANI:  Hello, everyone.  My 
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1      name is Megan Moslimani, I'm an attorney in the 

2      Law Department.

3                MS. PHILSON:  Currently the numbers 

4      that we have, we have alleged locations are 273 

5      within the city.  In the process right now are 

6      73, open and operating are 69.  These numbers are 

7      fluid, so they change all the time.

8                MS. MOSLIMANI:  Let me explain kind of 

9      what she said so you guys understand what's going 

10      on.  So when she says "alleged locations", that 

11      counting from the beginning when we first started 

12      serving illegal medical marijuana centers in this 

13      city, so that means after years of them not being 

14      looked at, just being able to open up on their 

15      own, not needing any zoning or anything like that 

16      or not following the law, the inspectors in BSEED 

17      did a survey -- 

18                (COMMISSIONER BURTON ARRIVES.)

19                MS. MOSLIMANI:  -- they identified 

20      around that many locations that could be seen as 

21      maybe had some signage, maybe somebody reported 

22      it, so that alleged location number sounds really 

23      big and scary, but we're not there any more. 

24                The 69 that she identified that are in 

25      the approval process and open, those ones were 
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1      already operating before the ordinance was 

2      enacted, and at that point because they were 

3      operating before the ordinance was enacted and 

4      they applied during our month that we give them 

5      to apply, then they were allowed to stay open as 

6      a privilege in the city pending the approval of a 

7      license application. 

8                We also have I think -- what are we at 

9      now -- maybe 70 or 67, so then we have about 67 

10      in the approval process, but they're not allowed 

11      to remain open because they either didn't apply 

12      during that 30-day period or they weren't open 

13      before the ordinance was enacted. 

14                So you're looking if you add those 

15      numbers together around 130 that are going 

16      through the Board of Zoning Appeals process and 

17      waiting for their turn in line to be heard. 

18                We also have five that have been 

19      licenced.

20                MS. PHILSON:  So, as she said, we do 

21      have a lot of them are being held up in the Board 

22      of Zoning Appeals process, so that's a timely 

23      process.  So far with building permit status 20 

24      have applied with our department. 

25                So far we have only issued three C of 
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1      O's, so it's taken a little longer than expected, 

2      but they're moving through the process.  So we'll 

3      eventually get these through the process and some 

4      will remain open and some will now.

5                MS. MOSLIMANI:  And then some of the 

6      reasons that some haven't been granted a 

7      certificate of occupancy or haven't been granted 

8      other certificates if they've been granted a 

9      license or vice-versa is because the building 

10      that they're in may need some work, the building 

11      might have some things that have been identified 

12      by an inspector on a correction order that we say 

13      we need to do to make this building safe for 

14      people to come in and out of.

15                So sometimes issues like that hold up 

16      whether or not they would be licensed.  I know 

17      that you guys all received this presentation when 

18      corporate counsel Mr. Hollowell give a 

19      presentation to you, so the presentation hasn't 

20      changed. 

21                We're kind of in the same since a few 

22      weeks ago when he gave that presentation.  What I 

23      will say is we're working now very actively on 

24      addressing the new laws that were passed and that 

25      will take effect in December of this year.
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1                So we have a team working on writing 

2      ordinances that will parallel the state laws that 

3      were passed and they're actively working on 

4      those.

5                We hope to eventually opt  into those 

6      laws and have ordinances for the city to be 

7      passed.  

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  

9      Commissioner Mallett? 

10                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Yeah, that was 

11      going to be my question.  So that there's a new 

12      state structure now?

13                MR. MOSLIMANI:  Right. 

14                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  And that will 

15      supercede the Detroit ordinances?

16                MS. MOSLIMANI:  I wouldn't necessarily 

17      say supercede.  There's nothing wrong with the 

18      ordinances that we have today in effect.  We were 

19      very proactive when those ordinances were written 

20      and we actually addressed things that weren't 

21      even addressed in the Medical Marijuana Act for 

22      the state of Michigan, so we were proactive.  Out 

23      city is ahead of other cities trying to do the 

24      same thing.  We had an ordinance before many 

25      other cities did.  We opted into that situation 
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1      before other cities did and we also carved out a 

2      narrow exception for medical marijuana caregiver 

3      centers which other cities did not do. 

4                So we're on the right track.  Our 

5      ordinance won't be superceded or considered null 

6      or void or even changed really.  We'll be adding 

7      to it and adding so that we parallel what's 

8      happening at the state level just so that we have 

9      our own ordinances on the books as well.

10                But I don't see it affecting what we're 

11      doing.  I don't know if you want to add anything 

12      to that.  I don't see it affecting anything that 

13      we're doing or changing the structure that we've 

14      put in place in the city. 

15                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Will the state 

16      laws inhibit the number of locations further?

17                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Through the chair, 

18      thank you, Commissioner Mallett and thank you 

19      Megan Moslimani for always doing a great job in 

20      this area.

21                So I would -- to respond to that, the 

22      Detroit ordinance is complementary to the state 

23      statute.  It clarified a couple of things that 

24      weren't clear.

25                Number 1 is a dispensary lawful or not 
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1      lawful and they said it is lawful.  Number 2, are  

2      "edibles" authorized under the act or are they 

3      not and they are authorized. 

4                With those two exceptions as well as 

5      some additional language it's fully 

6      complementary.  We found that not only other 

7      cities across Michigan, but other -- I've talked 

8      to corporation counsel in other states as well 

9      who have been mired in litigation and the 

10      protocols that we've put in place have enables us 

11      to be successful 100 percent of the time. 

12                Going to a question that was raised 

13      when I did my last presentation, Commissioner 

14      Vann, so while we're going through this process 

15      we continue the enforcement effort, very vigorous 

16      enforcement effort with a neighborhood police 

17      officer partnering with the Building Safety & 

18      Engineering official and we have been able to go 

19      and close a number of those through 

20      administrative proceedings. 

21                Ones you've gone through the Board of 

22      Zoning Appeals -- or, I'm sorry, the Building, 

23      Safety & Engineering you have an appeal as of 

24      right to the Board of Zoning Appeals.

25                So far, once -- and if you get denied 
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1      there you can appeal to the Circuit Court.  We 

2      haven't lost one of those cases in the Circuit 

3      Courts. 

4                So we're enforcing on the one end to 

5      try to shut down the illegal operations and we 

6      are processing on the other end for those who 

7      have chosen to get in line and try to follow our 

8      ordinance. 

9                And as I said to this honorable 

10      commission last time I was before it, we are 

11      aware that the "legalization" of marijuana may 

12      very well be on the ballot next year, so we're 

13      prepared for whatever happened if it passes or if 

14      it doesn't pass. 

15                The other thing is the commission I'm 

16      sure has taken note of Attorney General Jeff 

17      Sessions's comments at the Justice Department 

18      relative to potential enforcement as it relates 

19      to Schedule 1 drugs.  Now, marijuana, even though 

20      it is lawful in Michigan as for medicinal 

21      purposes under specified conditions such as for 

22      the treatment of HIV/AIDS or glaucoma or the 

23      like, it is still a Schedule 1 drug which means 

24      that, for example, for purposes of the Drug-Free 

25      Zone Act going back to Congress in 1970, that's 
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1      why we carved out that exception saying you can't 

2      have an medical marijuana facility within 1,000 

3      feet of a school because that's prescribed under 

4      federal law. 

5                We are in contact with the Justice 

6      Department as it relates to how they will enforce 

7      that or what actions, if any, they will take in 

8      Detroit, but that's all part of the evolving 

9      nature of the laws that we're confronted with and 

10      we'll continue to go on the path we're going on.

11                (COMMISSIONER CARTER ARRIVES).

12                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

13      Chair; last year when this process all started 

14      Commissioner Mallett and I had questions as to 

15      the number of dispensaries that perhaps would be 

16      in Detroit and we were asking whether there's 

17      going to be 100 or 300 so I'm glad to hear I 

18      guess there may be, I guess, 70.

19                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Five have been approved 

20      as of today, and the city has room for 

21      approximately 50, so we have maps in our office 

22      which show a circumference of 1,000 feet and you 

23      plug those into areas that have other controlled 

24      uses or churches or parks or schools and once you 

25      do all that and you look at the map, we have room 
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1      for about 50 in the city.  It's not a hard cap, 

2      but based upon the mapping, that's probably what 

3      would be allowed. 

4                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  And I still 

5      think that we will be the capital in the state of 

6      Michigan of marijuana dispensaries, the city of 

7      Detroit would be.  I don't think there will be 

8      any other city in the state with 50 or more.

9                MR. HOLLOWELL:  I can't speak to that.  

10      I can say that they have -- they have a number in 

11      Grand Rapids, a number in other cities, 

12      Ypsilanti, Traverse City, and so we talk, that is 

13      the lawyers for those cities and I, we talk about 

14      the numbers that are there.  We keep a close eye 

15      on it, we work cooperatively with DPD and BSEED 

16      and Buildings Department on that and so we'll 

17      just keep enforcing. 

18                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir and I 

19      will call you if I find -- do a little research 

20      and find there's a city with 50 or more in the 

21      state of Michigan.

22                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Yes, sir.

23                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair, I don't 

24      mean to be redundant, but I'd just -- I think 

25      it's important that the ordinance, the 2008 
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1      ordinance, right, specifically is designed for 

2      persons suffering from glaucoma, cancer and AIDS, 

3      is that correct?

4                MR. HOLLOWELL:  That's correct. 

5                COMMISSIONER VANN:  So you can't tell 

6      me that people in Detroit are the only ones that 

7      got glaucoma, AIDS and cancer.  Why the 

8      proliferation of these dispensaries in Detroit? 

9                I mean, I remember many years ago as we 

10      all recall we talked about the proliferation of 

11      liquor stores in Detroit as opposed to suburban 

12      locations.  It's just doesn't add up at all and 

13      if we say that 50 is the goal and yet we're still 

14      approving them, I don't know how realistic that 

15      goal is.

16                And I'm not blaming the Law Department 

17      because you have the legal piece of this which is 

18      -- but there is a much deeper piece of this that 

19      goes beyond legal for me. 

20                In my district and my neighborhood 

21      these establishments are proliferating and I 

22      don't know if they're licensed or not because 

23      they're allowed to proliferate without licensing  

24      with pending licences. 

25                I don't know any other enterprise that 
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1      is regulated that's allowed to do so.  So I guess 

2      I'm just having some -- I think it causes 

3      confusion as well for the continued inconsistency 

4      in the law, whether it's federal, state, local.

5                As has said, it's still a Schedule 1 

6      drug, there's got to be clarity there.  I mean, 

7      our young people are confused.  Many of them are 

8      using marijuana and wondering why they can't get 

9      a job when there's a dispensary on every corner. 

10                It's a confusing thing, it's mixed 

11      signals that we're giving to people in Detroit 

12      where I don't see those mixed signals being given 

13      in suburban areas.

14                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Through the Chair, 

15      articulate as always, Commissioner Vann, our 

16      obligation is to do what -- is to enforce the 

17      laws on both the state level and well as the city 

18      level although we're very involved in how to 

19      shape those laws and how to enforce those laws. 

20                You're right, you're right, there are 

21      conflicting messages if it's okay for medicinal 

22      purposes, then why is it that it costs me my job 

23      when they do a drug test. 

24                As we know, the 2008 citizen initiative 

25      which passed statewide which originally 
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1      authorized medical marijuana did it for the 

2      purposes of, again, the treatment of certain 

3      kinds of illnesses.  There are consequences to 

4      that.  They're supposed to -- that is the users 

5      are supposed to get a card from the State, from 

6      the State Department of Licensing and Regulation 

7      indicating that they are a patient in need of 

8      that specifically -- those illnesses that are 

9      treated under the act. 

10                And I don't think the -- I don't think 

11      that some individuals have anticipated what those 

12      consequences would be.  For my purposes, I think 

13      the City Council did a great job and we worked 

14      closely with them in terms of putting together an 

15      ordinance that is enforceable and it's not got us 

16      mired down in the muck like other cities have. 

17                As I said, we're up to five that have 

18      been approved.  It's a very very rigorous process 

19      and we'll continue to enforce, but what you've 

20      said is always very spot on.  Thank you, Mr. 

21      Chair.

22                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair, I 

23      have one quick question.  On your PowerPoint and 

24      the block that you call due process, it's 

25      indicated that you're looking at the balance 
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1      between the oversaturation and patients' rights. 

2                I guess I would like maybe further 

3      clarification on that.  Let me just ask this 

4      question. 

5                Is there something about patients' 

6      rights that say we have to have so many medical 

7      marijuana facilities in order to provide them 

8      their right to access?  That would be Number 1. 

9                And then Number 2 is -- well, if you 

10      could -- is there a point where we're not meeting 

11      their rights because we don't have enough 

12      facilities?  Couldn't 10 be meeting patents' 

13      rights and wouldn't that be a balance because I 

14      agree with Commissioner -- both commissioners 

15      that indicated that we have too many facilities.  

16      50 would still be a lot in my opinion.  I'm just 

17      asking is there a point?

18                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Sure.  I mean, the 

19      analogy is, I guess, if we had that many 

20      pediatrician offices, is it apples versus apples 

21      that way?  That really isn't our inquiry.  Our 

22      inquiry goes more towards the property rights 

23      that attach to the ordinance and whether or not 

24      the procedures that we've laid forth are fair to 

25      those entities that we've allowed to apply for 
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1      the license.  That's the key thing. 

2                There's a provision under the State and 

3      Federal Constitutions called the due process 

4      clause and the procedural due process is the 

5      thing that we have to be most concerned about.  

6      It doesn't really pivot on the patients' rights 

7      so much as it pivots on property rights and the 

8      process that the City has laid out and is it 

9      fair. 

10                So our inquiry stops there.  We don't 

11      make a judgment one way or another about is it a 

12      good thing or is it a bad thing.  Our job is to 

13      decide whether or not the process works and it's 

14      fair to all parties. 

15                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  And then just 

16      real quick, another point.  Do we know how many 

17      patients these 160 something facilities are 

18      serving?  Do we evaluate that number?

19                MR. HOLLOWELL:  We don't. 

20                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Because that 

21      could be an argument.  If we're only talking 

22      about a few thousand, but we have hundreds of 

23      facilities, then we don't need all of these 

24      facilities.

25                MR. HOLLOWELL:  So to me that would 
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1      call for two things.  One is if I had that data, 

2      which I don't, if I had that data that would go 

3      towards asking a legislative body such as the 

4      City Council or the State Legislature to say 

5      well, shouldn't there be some provision in the 

6      law that says that based on the number of 

7      patients that you have there should be some kind 

8      of a ratio of the number of facilities to the 

9      actual number of patients. 

10                There isn't anything in the law as it 

11      relates to that today, so that's not something 

12      that we could make up.  That's -- but that's a 

13      relevant question for a legislative body. 

14                The other thing is that there isn't a 

15      line that is drawn around the boundary of the 

16      city, so it very well could be that you have 

17      individuals that live in a different community 

18      that would come to a dispensary in Detroit for 

19      treatment, and so those numbers wouldn't 

20      necessarily be predicated upon the physical 

21      boundaries of the city of Detroit, and 

22      vice-versa.  You could have an individual that is 

23      a resident within the city of Detroit that goes 

24      to a dispensary in Ferndale which has a number of 

25      those. 
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1                So those are questions for a 

2      legislative body.  In the executive branch as it 

3      relates to the Office of the Corporation Counsel 

4      we administer those laws.  We certainly can weigh 

5      in on what kind of standards would likely survive 

6      a court challenge in the event that that got 

7      raised and I would certainly weigh in on that 

8      respect.

9                But that it's a question for the 

10      legislative body.  I'm going to work with the law  

11      that we've got to make sure that it's 

12      administered fairly and enforced properly. 

13                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Thank you so 

14      much.  

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner 

16      Shelby?

17                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Through the 

18      Chair, Mr. Hollowell, could you provide us a list 

19      of the locations that have been approved?

20                MR. HOLLOWELL:  We can. 

21                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Could you give 

22      that to this Board?

23                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Of course, through the 

24      Chair, of course we can.

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 
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1      Mr. Hollowell.  I want to acknowledge 

2      Commissioner Burton joined us about 10 minutes 

3      ago and Commissioner Lisa Carter has joined us.

4                 So I just want to lift up a couple of 

5      items in terms of the Chair reporting out today's 

6      meeting before we take a brief recess. 

7                As a board we want to show our 

8      considered support and concern for the two 

9      Detroit police officers recently shot, Officer 

10      Johnson of the 2nd Precinct and Officer Bentley 

11      of the 7th Precinct. 

12                Officer Johnson was transferred to 

13      rehab and I'm pretty sure the chief is going to 

14      give us an update in terms of rehab.  And also 

15      Officer Bentley is now discharged and he's at 

16      home recovering.

17                CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.  

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  And we're thankful 

19      for that as we continue to lift them up each and 

20      every day in terms of complete recovery.

21                And per a request of Commissioner 

22      Richard Shelby, the staff has researched and 

23      drafted a resolution on House Bill 4416 through 

24      4419 and general house bill 4416 and 4419 

25      eliminates most if not all of the restrictions to 
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1      carry a dangerous weapon in Michigan, laid an 

2      agenda under resolution Ms. Melody White has said 

3      the policy would be at the pleasure of the Board 

4      to summarize those two bills, so we're looking 

5      forward to that type of dialog. 

6                I would seek a formal approval of the 

7      draft resolution at this time to address that.  I 

8      guess we're doing to do that at a later time in 

9      the meeting. 

10                And commissioners, we need your 

11      cooperation for the 2017 annual conference of the 

12      National Association of Civilian Oversight in Law 

13      Enforcement, NACO.  The dates are September 10 

14      through September 14, 2017.

15                The conference will take place in 

16      Spokane, Washington and you have communication on 

17      that and you need to contact Mr. Brown in terms 

18      if you plan on attempting, we need to make 

19      arrangements where no one will be left out in 

20      terms of hotel arrangements and flight 

21      arrangements.  We don't want to do this at the 

22      last minute, so make sure you check your calendar 

23      this week and let Mr. Brown know as soon as 

24      tomorrow if at all possible. 

25                And I just want to acknowledge about 
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1      our election of youth chair and vice chair.  

2      There was an article in the Michigan Chronicle 

3      highlighting our very own Chair Elect Lisa Carter 

4      and our Vice-Chair Eva Dewaelsche.  I'm happy to 

5      see that type of exposure in the Michigan 

6      Chronicle and hopefully other newspaper or media 

7      in terms of our election of our yearly officers 

8      will take effect in July 1 per the Charter. 

9                And Mr. Evan Stokes -- is Mr. Stokes 

10      here?  Okay, Mr. Stokes is president of the 10th 

11      Precinct Community Relations Committee has called 

12      to our attention that the community meeting 

13      scheduled for July 10 in the 10th Precinct is not 

14      physically in the 10th Precinct.  He's already 

15      located a suitable alternative meeting space. 

16                Therefore, what I'm suggesting to the 

17      Board, with the will of the Board we can move our 

18      meeting to the Boys & Girls Club at 4242 

19      Collingwood. 

20                So unless the board is in opposition to 

21      it, I think by comment consent I see that you 

22      receive that. 

23                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Is that on the 

24      west side, Mr. Chairman? 

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, that is on the 
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1      west side.

2                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Maybe that's why 

3      we couldn't find it.  

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  That is correct, 

5      Commissioner Mallett.  I got lost on the west 

6      side last week.  The 10th Precinct has always 

7      accommodated us in terms of that location, I mean 

8      hosting a meeting, and we need to make sure that 

9      we contact each community relations board in that 

10      precinct before we set a date with the commanding 

11      officer and making sure we're on the same page 

12      because they really represent the community. 

13                They meet once a month and I know if 

14      throughout the year, but they are engaging and he 

15      raises concerns and I indicated we would address 

16      that at this meeting, so you have that location, 

17      sir, and the date will stay the same. 

18                So one other matter, but I'm going to 

19      hold that in abeyance.  The Chair would entertain 

20      a motion to go into closed session, no more than 

21      15 minutes to address a legal issue with the 

22      corporation counsel. 

23                COMMISSIONER MALLETT: So moved.

24                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly 
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1      moved and supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor 

2      aye? 

3                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye. 

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?   

5      Motion carries.  So we'll be in that time frame.  

6      I'm going to ask the staff and DPD to come back 

7      when we reconvene, we appreciate your attendance 

8      and your presence because we haven't gotten into 

9      the meat of the meeting, so we want to have you 

10      come back when we reconvene. 

11                SECRETARY HICKS:  Excuse me, Mr. Chair.  

12      We're going to utilize the room immediately in 

13      the back so we don't have to go across the hall.

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, thank you.

15                (CLOSED SESSION HELD OFF THE RECORD.)

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  The Chair would 

17      entertain a motion to reconvene. 

18                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved.

19                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Support.

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Properly moved and 

21      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor aye? 

22                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

24      Motion carried, we are back in session.  Is that 

25      resolution for Lt. Torey, is that still -- okay, 
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1      I'm looking would someone just read the whereas 

2      and before be it resolved. 

3                COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Resolution 

4      honoring retiring Lt. David A. Torey. 

5                WHEREAS, David A. Torey was appointed 

6      to the Detroit Police Department on October 1, 

7      1993.  Upon graduating from the Detroit 

8      Metropolitan Police Academy Officer Torey began 

9      his career at the 8th Precinct and

10                NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the 

11      Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on 

12      behalf of the citizens of the city of Detroit and 

13      the Detroit Police Department award this 

14      resolution in recognition of the Lt. David 

15      Torey's 24 years of dedicated and diligent public 

16      service. 

17                His professionalism, integrity and 

18      standard of commitment to the city of Detroit and 

19      its citizens merits our highest regards and best 

20      wishes for continued success. 

21                We salute and congratulate you, Lt. 

22      David Torey. 

23                Move for adoption. 

24                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.  

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Been properly moved 
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1      and supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye?

2                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.  

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Opposed?  Motion 

4      carried. 

5                Next item would be Item B resolution to 

6      reject House Bill 4416 through 4419. 

7                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  So moved.

8                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Support.

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly 

10      moved and supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor 

11      aye. 

12                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye. 

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Opposed? Motion 

14      carries.  We have a resolution to cancel the 

15      meeting on September 14, 2017 as we -- the 

16      council meeting in the same time frame of last 

17      year for the NACO conference and not to meet on 

18      that particular date. 

19                The Chair will entertain a motion to 

20      that effect. 

21                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  So moved.

22                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Second.  

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Been properly moved 

24      and supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye?

25                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

2      Motion carries,  thank you. 

3                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Mr. Chairman, 

4      could I ask on that, for those board members who 

5      are attending that a report be given back to 

6      those of us who are not going so that the public 

7      and the commissioners who were unable to attend 

8      because I do think it's a presentation,

9      Mr. Chairman, that I think -- 

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, definite, 

11      definite.  And I have one concern about -- we 

12      normally -- and that is community meeting night, 

13      right? 

14                SECRETARY HICKS:  On the 14th?  That 

15      sounds like that's the second.  

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  My recommendation 

17      was that we reschedule that community meeting to 

18      the next week in September and that would be 

19      within that precinct because I don't know if that 

20      was a case last year.  I think we rescheduled 

21      because we don't want to miss the opportunity to 

22      have our community meeting which is the most 

23      well-attended meeting and give people an 

24      opportunity.  I can't think of what precinct 

25      that, but would you make that adjustment and that 
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1      we would meet, our community meeting would be in 

2      that time frame and that particular date  and 

3      we'll notify all concerned parties. 

4                Next item would be Chief Craig's 

5      report.

6                CHIEF CRAIG:  Good afternoon.  I'm 

7      going to start, Mr. Chair and Board, thanking all 

8      of you for your concern, your prayers and 

9      thoughts on our two officers.

10                As you've already reported out, Officer 

11      Bentley was discharged.  I had a chance on last 

12      Friday to meet with him.  He was in good spirits.  

13      I thought he was going to be released then, but 

14      they held him a while longer because he wasn't 

15      able to consume liquids or food at that point, so 

16      we're hoping for a speedy recovery. 

17                I did also go and visit on the same day 

18      Officer Johnson who as you pointed out was moved 

19      to a rehab location. 

20                And he is making very little in the way 

21      of improvement, although when I met with him I 

22      think -- at least I want to believe that when he 

23      heard my voice and I touched her hand he did 

24      respond.  His eye is now starting to track with  

25      certain sounds, so again I think he has a long 
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1      road, but we appreciate your prayers on that. 

2                Also wanted to make note that tomorrow 

3      marks my 40th anniversary.  I entered into the 

4      Detroit Police Academy June 16, 1977.  I know 

5      many of you -- 

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  What year?

7                CHIEF CRAIG:  1977.  

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  You were only 18, I 

9      recognize that.  

10                CHIEF CRAIG:  I was 19 years old. 

11                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  It was '77, but 

12      I'm a little bit older than you.

13                CHIEF CRAIG:  Just a little bit.

14                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD: '77 was a good 

15      year.

16                CHIEF CRAIG:  It was a good year. 

17                And lastly crime is still trending in 

18      the right direction.  Our violent crime as of 

19      today is down -- overall violent crime is down 7 

20      percent.  Property is down 7 as well as overall 

21      Part 1 crime is down 7 percent. 

22                Homicide which for the first time we're 

23      down 8 percent which is good news, non-fatal 

24      shootings are still down, so everything is still 

25      trending downward, but we're now in the second 
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1      quarter and that's a good indication of quarter 3 

2      and 4. 

3                We just have to kind to continue this 

4      work.  I'll open it up for any questions that any 

5      of the Board might have.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioners?    

7      Well, Chief, I just want to commend you 

8      congratulate you on your 40th year of continuous 

9      service to law enforcement.  That is a milestone 

10      and if we would have known that, I would have 

11      bakes a cake. 

12                CHIEF CRAIG:  Well, you know, 

13      technically it's tomorrow, so if you're coming to 

14      the graduation tomorrow you can bring the cake 

15      with you.  

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  Very good, 

17      Chief.

18                CHIEF CRAIG:  Eva, I think you and I 

19      started at the same time.

20                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  '78, I was -- 

21      just a brief period -- I've been a commissioner 

22      longer, eight years.  

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  But that is a 

24      milestone on a serious note.  We looking forward 

25      to your continuation of service to especially 
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1      Detroit PD.

2                CHIEF CRAIG:   Thank you, absolutely.

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  As we celebrate 

4      tomorrow graduation two classes tomorrow, two 

5      classes tomorrow.

6                CHIEF CRAIG: 52 graduates.  

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  52 graduates, that 

8      is outstanding because the issue always comes up 

9      we don't have enough police officers as you as 

10      well know, so that's really a special occasion. 

11                I would hope that the commissioners 

12      that can make it will attend Second Ebenezer 

13      Church tomorrow at 10:30 AM. 

14                Bishop Vann is hosting, so if you can 

15      make that a ceremony, that would be outstanding. 

16                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.  

17                COMMISSIONER BELL: So as we move on to 

18      the next item would be -- we were able to hear on 

19      medical marijuana.  Any outstanding ad hoc 

20      committee reports at this time? 

21                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Through the 

22      Chair, I just wanted to say I went on a 

23      ride-along in Precinct 9 and it was pretty good.  

24      We still need to get new cars which we're getting 

25      them, but it was pretty good. 
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1                The officers were great.  Learned a 

2      lot.  They took good care of me, very good care 

3      of me and I really appreciate these ride-alongs 

4      as I'll go along because I learn a lot from the 

5      officers and what they do out there instead of 

6      sitting behind this desk right there and not 

7      knowing exactly how they are always on the 

8      borderline of trouble.

9                And they conduct themselves very well 

10      in Precinct 9 and I've been doing this for like 

11      four weeks now and my next one is going to be 

12      Precinct 4.  I want to keep going until I get all 

13      of them.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Well, that's great, 

15      that's great interaction, so we appreciate you 

16      interacting with the officers, especially in the 

17      scout car and you rode through the 9th Precinct?

18                COMMISSIONER SANDERS: Yes.

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  A week ago you were 

20      in the 5th Precinct, so he's covered the east 

21      side.  Thank you. 

22                Mr. Hicks. 

23                SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

24      I would just call your attention to the agenda, 

25      there's five items that are listed and, again, I 
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1      would just point out that these are items that 

2      are incoming to the organization and therefore 

3      they're listed for your information and not on 

4      the agenda for any particular action tonight.

5                And you can look at those items and 

6      they range from simply notification that we 

7      received at FOIA request, a Green Light update, 

8      and in this particular case we received two draft 

9      directives rom the Chief's office and so forth.

10                So you can see those items in there.  

11      Beyond that, Mr. Chair, that covers everything I 

12      wanted to cover tonight.  

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Mr. 

14      Hicks.  Any --

15                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair, I wanted 

16      to commend the Chief for the initiative for Green 

17      Light.  To see it continue to grow throughout the 

18      city is a really really positive development. 

19                And for the recognition that people now 

20      have of the Green Light in the community.  I 

21      don't know exactly what kind of outreach you're 

22      doing so that they know what that Green Light 

23      means, but there are enough Green Lights out 

24      there now for people to start talking, start 

25      asking. 
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1                And I've been able to tell a whole lot 

2      of people what they mean because they didn't know 

3      and they're excited and I think that as it 

4      spreads now just to gas stations, but to other 

5      places of business as well I think we're going to  

6      really have a much better way from a grass roots 

7      level of keeping those places safe.

8                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, 

9      Commissioner Vann, I want to thank you for 

10      acknowledgment on that. 

11                That was a very small idea that -- 

12      looking back to see where it is today I would 

13      have never imagined.  It has had a tremendous 

14      impact, not only on crime, but in neighborhoods. 

15                I want to give you a couple of -- just 

16      two brief examples that recently happened. 

17                Since the Green Light started come out, 

18      right now as of today we have 170 Green Light 

19      locations and we have roughly 65 to 70 in what we 

20      call the pipeline.  

21                So people are interested, they're 

22      intrigued.  You know, business districts, the 

23      Corktown Business District is going online.  So 

24      business districts are signing up and so before 

25      you know it there will be Green Lights 
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1      everywhere.

2                But recently we had a carjacking 

3      incident at a Green Light gas station.  

4      Apparently the suspect didn't realize that it was 

5      a Green Light and we had not had an incident like 

6      that for almost the beginning because once word 

7      got out, the suspects made different decisions. 

8                But in the instance there was a 

9      carjacking incident.  Within four hours of that 

10      incident after we became aware of it suspect was 

11      taken into custody, wanted on several 

12      carjackings, so that's some good news.

13                We had an unfortunate tragedy a couple 

14      of days ago where an individual, a woman who was 

15      in a car, was having an argument with a 

16      pedestrian, turned out to be her boyfriend.  The 

17      argument continued and it went a block or so.  At 

18      some point she made the wrong decision to hit him 

19      with her vehicle which ended in a fatality. 

20                Our officers who responded out quickly 

21      recognizing they were in a Green Light area, they 

22      called into our real time crime center and said 

23      pull up the video from the locations, two of the 

24      locations where this argument started and where 

25      it ended. 
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1                They did that -- this is the patrol 

2      officers -- they could see the argument very 

3      clearly there was something going on.  And at the 

4      second Green Light location -- again this is on 

5      the street, to show the power of these 

6      high-definition cameras, at the second Green 

7      Light location you could actually see her 

8      striking this man with her car. 

9                She was arrested.  She left a location 

10      and she was arrested within hours of that 

11      incident.  So the Green Light is very effective.  

12      A lot of cities are looking at what we're doing 

13      here and once we get our new real time crime 

14      center online that's when I think we'll really 

15      see a change. 

16                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  I would like 

17      to add, I was at the press conference when you 

18      introduced the Green Light program.  I think it 

19      would be very beneficial to have another press 

20      conference because I don't think the community -- 

21      because back then we only had a handful -- 

22                CHIEF CRAIG:  Yes.

23                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  The number is 

24      tremendous.

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  I think it's important to 
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1      get out not only the number, but the success 

2      stories because I would tell you what we're 

3      starting to see now is that not a lot is 

4      occurring in and around Green Light locations  

5      and while even though we're showing a slight 

6      uptick in carjackings, a lot of them are 

7      occurring on residential streets, sometimes at 

8      intersections. 

9                And so there was a time when most of 

10      them, the majority were occurring in an around 

11      gas stations.  So it's had an impact on the 

12      non-Green Light gas stations  because it's not 

13      like the suspects go out and do the site survey 

14      before committing a crime. 

15                They look for opportunity and then 

16      thigh hit, but they're staying away from gas 

17      stations and party stores and that's what we 

18      want.

19                And every time we make an arrest, 

20      especially within a 24-hour period, it sends a 

21      message.  In fact, I will also tell you that 

22      there was what we call a reverse call-in of young 

23      men who were prone to engage in violent behavior 

24      and during this little mini call-in I wasn't at 

25      that call-in, but I was told that one of the 
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1      young men who admitted being involved in criminal 

2      activity said, "I don't know what we're going to 

3      do right now.  These Green Lights everywhere, 

4      where we do what we do?" 

5                I mean, he actually said it.  I wish I 

6      had been there is actually hear it, but -- which 

7      is good.  And certainly to our neighbors out in 

8      Oakland County, we're not trying to push crime, 

9      but not in Detroit, it shouldn't happen here in 

10      Detroit. 

11                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  You said 

12      there were plans to have a press conference, 

13      another one?

14                CHIEF CRAIG:  Yeah, we've talked about 

15      it.  In fact, the Mayor and I have had a 

16      conversation because these success stories, we 

17      don't want to see any crime, but when this 

18      tragedy involving the hit and run, it was a 

19      fatal, and how we use the Green Light technology. 

20                You probably remember that fatal 

21      accident involving a child on Alter -- you might 

22      remember, it was Alter and Jefferson probably a 

23      year ago where a cab struck a child.

24                And it was in the early hours of the 

25      morning and it happened across from a Green Light 
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1      location.  Because of that Green Light we were 

2      able to track back, it was a cab, we got the cab 

3      number and that suspect was taken into custody. 

4                So I mean it's -- I've not seen 

5      anything like it and this is only the beginning.  

6      There's other technologies that we're embedding, 

7      we're talking about facial recognition, we used 

8      some of that. 

9                We even see a suspect and literally use 

10      facial recognition technology to identify who 

11      that suspect is.  So we are finally entering into 

12      where you should be in terms of our crime 

13      fighting efforts.

14                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Great, thank 

15      you.  

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Commissioner 

17      Mallett?

18                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Mr. Chairman, 

19      when he was the president of Sinai-Grace 

20      Hospital, chief, we tried to support the efforts 

21      of some neighborhood block clubs who wanted to 

22      take computer technology and to put a small 

23      camera on the abandoned homes and then have those 

24      homes monitored by the president of the block 

25      club. 
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1                So that -- because at that time with 

2      the number that was coming up so quickly houses 

3      were being stripped, so on and so forth.

4                It's less of an issue now because most 

5      of the houses are in too sorry a state for 

6      criminals to be particularly interested in, but 

7      one of the more vulnerable spots out there 

8      remains the parks and recreation facilities some 

9      of which remain -- we've not been able to open 

10      yet, so there are -- it would seem to me there 

11      would be some city-owned property that would be 

12      advantaged by, Number 1, making sure they were 

13      secure and then, Number 2, obviously providing 

14      information about the particular location.

15                So I would just success to you and to 

16      the corporate counsel that the technology on a 

17      smaller scale with lesser equipment engaging 

18      perhaps some of our neighborhood CB patrols and 

19      that kind of thing, Chief, I just think there's a 

20      way for you to extend this technology out 

21      further, involve the neighborhood groups. 

22                Sinai-Grace couldn't afford to supply 

23      the technology to the block clubs then because 

24      that was five or six years ago, the technology, 

25      Mr. Chairman, was expensive.  It's much much 
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1      cheaper now and I just -- maybe that's a way to 

2      also bring our CB patrol into the 21st century.

3                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, 

4      Commissioner Mallett, you're absolutely correct.  

5      We are having discussions about the expansion of 

6      Green Light.  There is lots of interest in 

7      certain neighborhoods now.  I could see a 

8      scenario where Sinai-Grace might say well, we're 

9      going to invest in the neighboring community and 

10      become part of it and so now that we're starting 

11      to look at business districts like we're wiring 

12      up or in conversations with Corktown, Avenue of 

13      Fashion is another area where they're talking 

14      about wiring.  I know in Southwest Detroit early 

15      when we started to really roll out, that business 

16      district -- I can't -- I think it's Vernor, is it 

17      Vernor,  where a lot of the -- they're very 

18      interested. 

19                And then certainly Palmer Woods is 

20      interested in having maybe one of the first Green 

21      Light neighborhoods.  So endless possibilities.  

22      I can see a time coming -- and, see, what's good 

23      about Green Light because of the high definition 

24      cameras, you know, when we can used Green Light 

25      -- and maybe the crime didn't occur right on the 
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1      property, but it was on a public street adjacent 

2      to a Green Light, we can use that and we can 

3      track back.

4                And certainly we have analysts that 

5      work in there that are doing phenomenal work and 

6      the police officers believe in it, so it's 

7      nothing like it. 

8                When ComStat came online, when Bill 

9      Bratt introduced it in New York that was the big 

10      thing in law enforcement.  I believe that Green 

11      Light is becoming the big thing right now.

12                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Congratulations.

13                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

14      Chair.  Yes, sir, you somewhat, Chief, answered 

15      my question in terms of other cities calling  

16      Detroit to talk about something that's really 

17      innovative, so are we getting a bunch of phone 

18      calls because I notice, well, historically 

19      Detroit, Detroit Police Department, has been 

20      innovative in certain areas.  This is most 

21      certainly one of them now today.

22                So if you've not, I'm sure in the 

23      future you're going to get many more calls from 

24      other cities. 

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  Absolutely.
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Other 

2      municipalities and police departments.  Also too 

3      in terms of Green Light -- and I realize in the 

4      public domain there is this expectation of -- 

5      what isn't expectation of privacy in the public 

6      domain.  Has there been any perhaps discussion 

7      about the mobility of Green Light, certain areas 

8      that it can just be moved into the city. 

9                Say if it's a particular spot where 

10      there's what one might describe it as a hot spot 

11      for crime or something like that that occurs?

12                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, we are 

13      looking at some separate camera technologies to 

14      deal with illegal dumping in the city of Detroit.  

15      We will be talking about that in the form of a 

16      press conference. 

17                I know the Mayor is committed to that, 

18      and, you know, certainly it's no secret that 

19      illegal dumping has been a problem here and some 

20      of our neighbors from other cities decide Detroit 

21      is a good place to dump. 

22                So the message will be you dump in 

23      Detroit, we're going to find you and when we do, 

24      we're going to take your car and you're going to 

25      have a hefty fine.  And so dumb legally or don't 
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1      dump at all.  That's going to be the message. 

2                In terms of the portability, the Green 

3      Light, there's different technologies.  I kind of 

4      know where you're going with it.  You touched 

5      briefly on privacy.  I know that the ACLU has 

6      raised some issues. 

7                There's no expectation of privacy in a 

8      public domain.  I mean, we're on a public street.  

9      This is about creating a safe city, so are we 

10      more concerned about those committing acts of 

11      violence or should we be concerned about creating 

12      a safe city, and I'm concerned about creating a 

13      safe city and doing it legally and ethically.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  

15      Commissioner Shelby? 

16                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  A question for 

17      the Chief.  One of the complaints we hear in the 

18      neighborhoods a lot of times is they don't see 

19      police officers in the neighborhoods. 

20                Has any thought been given to the 

21      handheld drones to assist the officers in patrol 

22      operations?

23                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, 

24      there's been some conversations and when I hear 

25      people say they don't see officers in the 
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1      neighborhoods, the first question I always have 

2      is do you know your commander, do you know your 

3      captain, do you know your NPO. 

4                The NPOs have flexibility.  The whole 

5      idea behind the NPO program is that they would 

6      have a visible police officer that can be on the 

7      ground doing the work.  And so I always encourage 

8      residents if you don't know your NPO, that's part 

9      of the problem, and we have -- we just hired 15 

10      new NPOs.  We had an NPO meeting on Monday, very 

11      encouraging meeting. 

12                One of the things that I left them with 

13      is the necessity to not just be locked into a day 

14      watch or daylight hours, that things go on off 

15      hours.  We've been getting some recent 

16      complaints, some of the commissioners may have 

17      heard, about some activity along Atwater.  We 

18      have a plan for it. 

19                You know, they've opened up some new 

20      residences there, so the new residents are 

21      complaining of in that area near Chene Park, you 

22      got people that are now trying to use that 

23      roadway as a new Belle Isle.  They're drag 

24      racing, smoking marijuana, and so we're in the 

25      process of putting a zero tolerance in that area 
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1      so that that does not become Belle Isle.

2                And so the idea is when we work with 

3      our neighborhoods, Neighborhood Watch.  Somebody 

4      mentioned our radio patrol, that's necessary. 

5                But the idea is, if that person is 

6      complaining, ask them if they're going to the 

7      police station or do they know their commander.  

8      And if they don't, they should.

9                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Through the 

10      Chair, one of the things that I find to be very 

11      useful and I've been sharing with my constituents 

12      is what happened to the DPD Connect, that app, 

13      and that's a great resource that many of my 

14      constituents find to be very helpful and very 

15      useful because they can contact their 

16      neighborhood police precinct as well at NPO and 

17      also leave anonymous tips.

18                So I've been pushing that to my 

19      constituents, also the non-emergency number which 

20      I think a lot of my seniors kind to be very 

21      useful which is 267-4600.

22                So I just find a lot of different 

23      things that DPD has created for us as elected 

24      officials to push to our constituents to be very 

25      careful, so I've just been using those resources 
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1      to share with my constituents.  

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Moving 

3      on, I had mentioned earlier that I had one more 

4      matter, but for the sake of time I'm not going to 

5      -- I'm just going to casually mention that 

6      Commissioner Mallett raised the issue with our 

7      Chief Investigator last meeting that he had been 

8      reading some of the cases of the high profile 

9      officers. 

10                So I received communication from a 

11      retired lieutenant and I had him go down to 

12      Office of the Chief Investigator.  He filed a 

13      complaint, but there was involving an active 

14      lieutenant and it's going through the retired 

15      officers in terms of his demeanor and how could 

16      this person function as a lieutenant, you know, 

17      and the bottom line is, Chief Investigator pulled 

18      his file and it's quite extensive since 2003, 

19      about 80 cases. 

20                But basically it's quite involved and 

21      you can see -- so I would trying to nip this in 

22      the bud with the retired officers community, as 

23      you well know is quite extensive, and this person 

24      live in Detroit, been in -- well-rounded since 

25      1972. 
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1                So I would like to have some dialog as 

2      to how do we respond to officers like this who 

3      has extensive background and now he's in the rank 

4      of lieutenant and working a one-man car and so 

5      I'd like to have the Chief, Mr. Hicks and seek 

6      out can we have some further dialog and I won't 

7      take any more time on it, but it really disturbed 

8      me when I look at this type of profile, his 

9      career, and I something -- and he's leading other 

10      folks, but it was really -- it wasn't the 

11      procedure, the demeanor, but we are concerned how 

12      we respond to anyone in the community in terms of 

13      a traffic stop. 

14                It was not a felony stop, it was just a 

15      traffic stop, the debate about procedure, the 

16      traffic signs and all that, but it led into, 

17      "Well, I'm going to give you a ticket for no 

18      registration.  You know what to do with it." 

19                So he filed a complaint and from there 

20      we would review that.  That's neither hear nor 

21      there, that's -- but we're just concerned about 

22      this officer's extensive record and he's now in 

23      the rank of lieutenant, so I will share that with 

24      you in terms of after the meeting as far as what 

25      precinct and the name, etc that we can --
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1                CHIEF CRAIG:  Yeah.  I was looking for 

2      my new professional standards commander.  I hope 

3      that you had a chance to sit down with him and 

4      have a conversation, but that needs to happen.

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay.  Thank you.  

6      We can get to the bottom of it and I can share 

7      that, but you raised that concern and I said 

8      let's look at his record because he had already 

9      checked and it was true what he indicated, that 

10      this has some background because he started 

11      making telephone calls as you well know to see 

12      what the profile was, so we confirmed it so I can 

13      move on to the next item. 

14                Old business?  New business?  

15      Announcements, we meet next week on Thursday June 

16      27 at 3 PM, the Public Safety Headquarters right 

17      here at Third.  Our next community meeting will 

18      be on July 13 -- correction of the location, 

19      we're going to have it at the Boys & Girls Club 

20      at 4242 Collingwood in Detroit and that's what we 

21      approved at this meeting here.  Make your 

22      preparation. 

23                SECRETARY HICKS:  Mr. Chair, there is 

24      an item corporation counsel has which you can 

25      take up either under old or new business, there 
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1      is one item.  

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  That would be the 

3      next business because we don't have any oral 

4      communication or we have already fulfilled that.  

5      I'm going to ask Mr. Butch Hollowell, corporation 

6      counsel to speak now.

7                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Thank you, 

8      Mr. Chairman, thank you, Mr. Hicks.  I have for 

9      the Board's consideration two resolutions and 

10      based upon your guidance, what I would suggest is 

11      that I would ask for a vote on each of the two 

12      resolutions. 

13                The first one is based upon the 

14      recommendation of corporate counsel the Board of 

15      Police Commissioners hereby rescinds the towing 

16      permits of Gasper Fiore and Boulevard & Trumbull 

17      and its corporate affiliates. 

18                COMMISSIONER VANN:  So moved, 

19      Mr. Chair. 

20                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  I was just going 

21      to say for the record we identify ourselves. So, 

22      Mr. Chairman, Conrad Mallett moves adoption.

23                COMMISSIONER VANN:  Supported.

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:   It's been properly 

25      moved and supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor 
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1      aye?

2                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Opposed?  Motion 

4      carries.

5                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Thank you, Mr. 

6      Chairman.  The second resolution that I would 

7      recommend is the following:  Based on the 

8      recommendation of corporation counsel the Board 

9      of Police Commissioners hereby supports the view 

10      that the process for awarding towing permits 

11      should be transferred to the City's Office of the 

12      Chief Procurement Officer. 

13                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Mr. Chairman, 

14      Conrad Mallett supports the resolution. 

15                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Second.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Been properly moved 

17      and supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye?

18                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Opposed?  Motion 

20      carries.

21                MR. HOLLOWELL:  Thank you, Mr. Chair, 

22      thank you, Board. 

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Is there any other 

24      business before this body at this time?  The 

25      Chair would entertain a motion --



Weekly Afternoon Meeting
6/15/2017

Weekly Afternoon Meeting
6/15/2017

Page 67

1                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Move 

2      adjournment. 

3                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Second.

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Properly moved and 

5      supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye?

6                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Opposed?  Motion 

8      carried and thank you for your attendance at this 

9      afternoon's meeting. 

10                          (Proceedings concluded at 

11      4:36 p.m.)
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1                      CERTIFICATE OF REPORTER

2      

3      

4      STATE OF MICHIGAN   )

5                          ) SS

6      COUNTY OF WAYNE     )

7      

8                     I HEREBY CERTIFY that I reported 

9      stenographically the foregoing proceedings and 

10      testimony under oath at the time and place 

11      hereinbefore set forth; that thereafter the same 

12      was reduced to computer transcription and that 

13      this is a full, true, complete and correct 

14      transcription of said proceedings. 

15      

16      

17               ______________________________

18                     DALE E. ROSE,

19                     CSR-0087
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