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1 Detroit, Michigan

2 Thursday, March 17, 2016

3 About 2:59 p.m.

4                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good afternoon, 

5      I'm going to call the meeting to order.  I am the 

6      Vice-Chair Willie Bell from District 4.  Our 

7      Chair is running a little bit, but she said she 

8      would be here, but we want to be timely so I'm 

9      going to call the meeting to order once again  

10      and could we pause for a prayer. 

11                (INVOCATION WAS GIVEN).

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Attorney, 

13      would you -- Linda Bernard, would you conduct the 

14      roll call, please?

15                MS. BERNARD:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  

16      Willie E. Bell?  

17                COMMISSIONER BELL: Present.

18                MS. BERNARD:  Elizabeth Brooks?

19                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  Present.

20                MS. BERNARD:  Willie E. Burton? 

21                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Present.

22                MS. BERNARD:  Reginald Crawford?

23                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Present.

24                MS. BERNARD:  Eva Dewaelsche?

25                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Present. 
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1                MS. BERNARD:  Conrad Mallett, Jr?

2                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Here.

3                MS. BERNARD:  Ricardo R. Moore?

4                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Present.

5                MS. BERNARD:  Derrick Sanders?

6                COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Present.

7                MS. BERNARD:  Richard Shelby?

8                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Present. 

9                MS. BERNARD:  Bishop Edgar Vann, 

10      Mr. Chairman, is excused.  You have a quorum of 

11      10.  

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Madam 

13      Attorney. 

14                MS. BERNARD:  And Lisa Carter, the 

15      Chairperson, has called and indicated that she 

16      would be late.  

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am, thank 

18      you for duly noting that.  And to my extreme left 

19      with the proper attire for St. Patrick's Day 

20      Chief James Craig.

21                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank you.  Not my whole 

22      attire.  

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Good to see you, 

24      sir.

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thanks, good seeing you 
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1      too.

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Madam Attorney, 

3      would you introduce the staff, please?

4                MS. BERNARD:  Yes, Mr. Chairman.  

5      Ms. Gail Oxendine is excused, George Anthony is 

6      excused.  Pamela Davis-Drake sits to my right, 

7      she's the Chief Investigator.  Also from her 

8      office are Supervising Investigator Abdulah 

9      Nelson as well as Investigator Hanna Hiller.  

10                Mr. Robert Brown, the Administrative 

11      Assistant to the Board is present and Sgt. Alan 

12      Quinn is our recorder today hooked up together 

13      with Dale Rose from Hanson Court Reporting. 

14                That completes the introductions, 

15      Mr. Chairman.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Madam 

17      Attorney.  At this time I'm going to ask the 

18      Board to approve the agenda for the meeting today 

19      on March 17. 

20                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  So moved.

21                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Support. 

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly  

23      moved and supported.  Discussion?  Those in 

24      favor, aye? 

25                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  

2      Motion carried.  The next item of business we 

3      will approve the minutes from Thursday, March 10, 

4      2016. 

5                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Mr. Chair, I 

6      have a couple of corrections if I may.  

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Yes, ma'am.

8                COMMISSIONERS DEWAELSCHE:  On Page 3 at 

9      the bottom, the Chass Clinic is C-h-a-s-s and 

10      it's also mentioned on Page 4 at the top. 

11                And just another two corrections.  I 

12      did not -- on the second sentence, Commissioner 

13      Dewaelsche provided the computer.  I did not 

14      provide the computer, I think it was Commander or 

15      Captain Walton who helped get that, so that needs 

16      to be corrected. 

17                And then just at the very bottom under 

18      the second paragraph from the bottom it's the 

19      GDYP program instead of GTYP.  Those are the only 

20      corrections.  

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Duly noted.  Any 

22      other corrections or additions to the minutes?  

23      Those in favor, aye? 

24                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Those opposed?  
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1      Motion carried.  Thank you. 

2                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, 

3      I would thought we was going to put up the 

4      motion.  

5                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Oh, we didn't get a 

6      motion?  Okay, retroactive motion then.  Motion 

7      by Commissioner Moore. 

8                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

9                COMMISSIONER BELL:   And second by 

10      Commissioner Dewaelsche, let the record reflect 

11      that we satisfied with that? 

12                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  We are.

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, thank 

14      you.  I just jumped ahead of the --

15                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Not a problem, 

16      sir. 

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  Chair 

18      is not here, so on her arrival she can give a 

19      report at that time.

20                The next item of business would be 

21      Chief Craig.

22                CHIEF CRAIG:  Thank, sir.  Mr. Chair, 

23      Board, thank you.  The only thing I have to 

24      report out like I do every session is crime.  

25      Overall crime year-to-date as compared to last 
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1      year we're sitting at an 8 percent reduction in 

2      overall crime, 6 percent violent crime and 9 

3      percent property crime reduction. 

4                The only area we're challenged in 

5      specifically in violent crime we're up slightly 

6      in homicide and also up in sexual assault as 

7      compared to last year. 

8                Our numbers overall are still trending 

9      downward, it's just that's an area we're keeping 

10      a watchful eye on.  Non-fatal shootings are up 

11      slightly.  Robberies continue to be our biggest 

12      reduction for the last three years, double-digit 

13      reductions.  We're at 10 percent reduction this 

14      year. 

15                I was going to report out on the 

16      Consent Judgment.  Today was supposed to mark the 

17      day that we're totally out from under it, but I 

18      need to get confirmation on that.  That's 

19      something that should have been today, so I might 

20      report back, someone is checking now.

21                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Chief, would that 

22      be some type of notification from the Courts to 

23      which you're seeking?

24                CHIEF CRAIG:  Yeah, the Department of 

25      Justice because we got out of the structured 
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1      oversight phase, that ended as you know last year 

2      and so the extension is just kind of a -- we 

3      self-report out where we are and so preliminarily 

4      I can tell you that Department of Justice is 

5      pleased with the direction the department has 

6      been going in terms of self reporting. 

7                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other questions 

8      or concerns to the Chief?  Could you speak 

9      briefly to Operation Restore Order, I think is 

10      that the proper terminology most recently?

11                CHIEF CRAIG:  The most recent, that was 

12      out of the 2nd and 11th Precincts, it was done 

13      last weekend.  It was referred to as Operation 

14      Rush Hour led by Capt. Tim Leach.  Very 

15      successful. 

16                Unfortunately I don't have the stats, 

17      but they had seen an uptick in some activity in 

18      both the 2nd and 11th Precincts and based on this 

19      two-day operation they have now started to see a 

20      decline, so this is what many of the precincts do 

21      on a regular basis when they see activities.  

22      They will combine with another precinct to 

23      address a common crime problem.  

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, Chief.  

25      Any other comments or questions? 
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1                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, through 

2      the Chair.  Chief, I just had I guess a question 

3      or comment about this.  This is a report from 

4      Channel -- well, actually this was Channel 7 News 

5      that did this article and I consider it quite 

6      disturbing and kind of a damning piece of report.

7                CHIEF CRAIG:  Is this on the lawsuit?

8                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir, and I 

9      do realize that lawsuits, depositions, people 

10      file them, lawsuits, and people do sit down for 

11      depositions. 

12                My question is whether or not there is 

13      any criminal investigation into the allegations 

14      of timecard fraud or any in terms of 

15      investigation by the Detroit Police Department or 

16      has anything been turned over to the Wayne County 

17      Prosecutor's Office or the U.S. attorney?

18                CHIEF CRAIG:  We did conduct an 

19      internal investigation into the allegations and 

20      if it's the one I think you're referencing, there 

21      was no misconduct determined, criminal or 

22      otherwise. 

23                Certainly the commander is prepared to 

24      -- I won't talk about in the lawsuit, but there 

25      was a full investigation into that. 
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1                COMM. SIMS:  Good afternoon, Board, 

2      Deshaune Sims, Commander, Professional Standards 

3      Bureau.  Our Internal Affairs did conduct a 

4      review of the pattern of practices that were 

5      occurring and we didn't find any criminality if 

6      that's what you were wondering, there was no 

7      criminality and there were no charges brought 

8      against any members, but there was an 

9      investigation that was conducted and an audit 

10      that was conducted by Internal Affairs. 

11                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay, thank 

12      you.  

13                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Chief, I apologize.  

14      I didn't give you the opportunity to introduce 

15      your staff.

16                CHIEF CRAIG:  If we would go around, 

17      Asst. Chief White -- I've mentioned during my 

18      comments about the Consent Judgment.  I know we 

19      were set to be fully freed as of today. 

20                Do you have any update or --

21                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  I do, Chief.  I 

22      literally just got off the phone.  Good 

23      afternoon, Board, James White for the record.  

24                We were initially scheduled to be out 

25      of the Consent Judgment today.  We talked to the 
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1      city attorney and they would like the DOJ to come 

2      in Monday to speak with the Board and then meet 

3      with the Chief Monday afternoon. 

4                All indications are that we have met 

5      the requirements of the judgment and a date 

6      certain will be established at that point. 

7                It looks like it will be no later than 

8      March 28, but they want to do a close-out session 

9      and meet with the Board first and then meet with 

10      the Chief and we're scheduling that up actually 

11      right now. 

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  So you're 

13      indicating that this could possibly take place 

14      this coming Monday?

15                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  Yes, the DOJ 

16      literally just got off the phone, would like to 

17      fly in Monday, meet with the Chief as well as the 

18      Board and I'm somewhat reluctant to say what 

19      they're going to do when they get here, but I am 

20      confident that all indications are that we have 

21      met the requirements. 

22                CHIEF CRAIG:  Who gave us the date for 

23      today, I was just kind of curious?

24                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:   This came from the 

25      city attorney's office.
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1                CHIEF CRAIG:  U.S. Attorney?

2                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  No, our -- Jason 

3      McFarland.

4                CHIEF CRAIG:  Oh, I see, and they said 

5      today was the day?

6                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  Monday is the day 

7      they want to come in.

8                CHIEF CRAIG:  No, no, but I'm talking 

9      --

10                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  Oh, the initial 

11      date, the initial date was just in discussion 

12      that this was the targeted date to be completed.

13                CHIEF CRAIG:  Okay. 

14                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair, 

15      Assistant Chief, is that the entire Board or just 

16      the Chair or Vice-Chair?

17                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  I would like to 

18      defer that question to -- 

19                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, once we get 

20      notification of the date and time we would notify 

21      the entire Board, but we cannot have a quorum for 

22      that session so it could be less than a quorum 

23      that we normally have with six members, so it 

24      could be five, is that correct? 

25                So we would invite others to attend, so 
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1      hopefully we get proper notice of the time frame 

2      to make ourselves available on Monday morning or 

3      Monday afternoon, so I assume that's what you're 

4      indicating.

5                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  Through the Chair, 

6      and again this is literally right hot off the 

7      press, when I got the call that the Chief needed 

8      to speak with me I ended the call abruptly to 

9      find out exactly what it was. 

10                So we will have more details in the 

11      next half hour, 45 minutes.  This will not be the 

12      formal announcement to the public, this is just a 

13      discussion about the status of the judgment.  

14                COMMISSIONER BELL:  That's good, 

15      appreciate it.

16                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  And then a formal 

17      discussion would be scheduled appropriately.  

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

19      Assistant Chief.

20                CHIEF CRAIG:  I stepped out a little 

21      prematurely based on the information I was going 

22      with that this was going to be the day, but it 

23      does seem more reasonable that there would be a 

24      sit-down and a close-out because one of the 

25      things I'm sure DOJ would want to hear and 
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1      understand from the department is sustainability.  

2      That is always one of the issues when you talk 

3      about Consent Decree. 

4                Pittsburgh as you know was one of the 

5      first departments to go under Consent Judgment 

6      and also one of the first departments to kind of 

7      lapse and they were threatening to go under and 

8      so sustainability today is very critical in this 

9      process. 

10                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other questions 

11      or concerns to the Chief or Assistant Chief?

12                ASST. CHIEF WHITE:  And, Chief, if I 

13      may, I told you that date, that's the day that I 

14      gave you because -- I appreciate that, boss, but 

15      I gave you the date and the date -- that's the 

16      information that I had at the time, so thank you. 

17                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Still good news.  

18      Anything else, Chief?

19                CHIEF CRAIG:  No, sir.  Thank you.

20                COMMISSIONER BELL:   Board, any 

21      questions or concerns in reference to this 

22      matter?  

23                If not, we can move to Item 11 and 

24      standing subcommittee, but I guess most pressing 

25      matter we have is the disciplinary appeal of 
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1      Officer Lauren Synder and I will ask our attorney 

2      to the Board Linda Bernard to come forward. 

3                I would hope that we can be on point to 

4      keep this -- we have a written report and we can 

5      always insert in terms of minutes so we don't -- 

6      I'm just trying to make sure that we're on point.

7                MS. BERNARD:  Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

8      This is the disciplinary appeal in the matter of 

9      Police Officer Lauren Synder, Badge No. 3054. 

10                The review of the disciplinary charge 

11      is as follows.  On August 26, 2014 a Police Trial 

12      Board was convened to hear testimony and accept 

13      evidence on the charges and specifications filed 

14      against Petitioner Police Officer Lauren Synder, 

15      Badge No. 3054 representing violations of the 

16      Detroit Police Manual.

17                1.  Wilful disobedience of rules or 

18      orders. 

19                Specification 1.  That she, Police 

20      Officer Lauren Synder, Badge No. 3054, currently 

21      assigned to the 9th Precinct while on duty did on 

22      January 26, 2014 at 11187 Gratiot, the 9th 

23      Precinct, willfully disobey a direct order given 

24      to her by Sgt. Sharon Hall, Badge S-449 by 

25      failing to report immediately to the lieutenants 
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1      and sergeants office as directed for 

2      reinstruction, this being in violation of the 

3      Detroit Police Department Manual Series 100, 

4      Directive 102.3-7-9, conduct unprofessional 

5      Command 8. 

6                Specification 2, that she, Police 

7      Officer Lauren Synder, Badge No. 3054, currently 

8      assigned to the 9th Precinct while on duty did on 

9      January 26, 2014 at 11187 Gratiot, 9th Precinct, 

10      wilfully disobey a direct order to her by Sgt. 

11      Sharon Hall, Badge S-449 by leaving the 

12      lieutenants and sergeants office after she was 

13      directed verbally several times not to walk out, 

14      this being in violation of the Detroit Police 

15      Department Manual Series 100, Directive 

16      102.3-7-9, conduct unprofessional Command 8. 

17                2.  Exhibit insubordination, 

18      disrespect, gestures or language of a course, 

19      profane or insolent manner to any ranking 

20      officer. 

21                Specification 3.  That she, Police 

22      Officer Lauren Synder, Badge No. 3054 currently 

23      assigned to the 9th Precinct while on duty did on 

24      January 26, 2014 at 11187 Gratiot, the 9th 

25      Precinct, in the lieutenants and sergeants office 
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1      exhibit insubordination, disrespect and language 

2      of a course and insolent nature towards Sgt. 

3      Sharon Hall when she used her body to physically 

4      push past her, Sgt. Hall, to exit the office, 

5      this being in violation of the Detroit Police 

6      Department Manual Series 100, Directive 102.   

7      3-7-9, conduct unprofessional Command 5. 

8                Specification 4, that she, Police 

9      Officer Lauren Synder, Badge No. 3054, currently 

10      assigned to the 9th Precinct while on duty did on 

11      January 26, 2014 at 11187 Gratiot, the 9th 

12      Precinct, in a lieutenants and sergeants office 

13      exhibit insubordination, disrespect and language 

14      of a course and insolent nature towards Sgt. 

15      Sharon Hall when she stated to her, "Are you 

16      serious?  Is this what you called me in for?"  

17      after Sgt. Hall questioned her regarding not 

18      making all the changes to her CHRISNET report as 

19      directed, this being in violation of the Detroit 

20      Police Department Manual Series 100, Directive 

21      102.3-7-9, conduct unprofessional, Command 5. 

22                Specification 5, that she, Police 

23      Officer Lauren Synder, Badge No. 3054 currently 

24      assigned to the 9th Precinct while on duty did on 

25      January 26, 2014 at 11187 Gratiot, the 9th 
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1      Precinct, in the lieutenants and sergeants office 

2      exhibit insubordination, disrespect and language 

3      of a course and insolent manner towards Sgt. 

4      Sharon Hall when she stated to her, "Are you 

5      f---ing serious?  Is this what you called me in 

6      for?" after Sgt. Hall explained to her why she 

7      was called into the precinct, this being in 

8      violation --

9                Oh, I guess we can probably proceed, 

10      Mr. Chairman.  Mr. Goldpaugh has indicated that 

11      the department and he on behalf of Officer Snyder 

12      have accepted the recommendation that I made to 

13      the Board of a one-day suspension. 

14                The members of the Trial Board are 

15      pointed out here in the memo along with the 

16      issues.  If that is acceptable then to the Board, 

17      I would simply recommend, again my 

18      recommendation, of a one-day suspension and both 

19      parties have agreed to that.  If the Board 

20      concurs with that, then this matter can be 

21      closed. 

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Pause one second.

23                MS. BERNARD:  Also, Mr. Chairman and 

24      members of the Commission she was charged with 

25      all five of those specifications.  The Trial 
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1      Board found her responsible only for one of them 

2      and so she was found not responsible, not guilty 

3      if you will of the other four. 

4                My recommendation is for a one-day 

5      suspension.  Sgt. Cheryl Hall is present from the 

6      department Disciplinary Section and she can 

7      concur in the one-day suspension.

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Okay, we have your 

9      recommendation.  Could we hear also from Sgt. 

10      Hall from the department recommendation.

11                SGT. O'NEILL:  Sgt. Cheryl McCoy O'Neil 

12      from Disciplinary.  We provided a response to 

13      counsel -- and I can go in detail if you would 

14      like.

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Just on your 

16      recommendation.

17                SGT. O'NEIL:  Briefly, yes, she was 

18      guilty and she was charged initially with all of 

19      those violations, but she was only found guilty 

20      of the wilful disobedience of a direct order. 

21                The situation was very clouded, there 

22      was fault on the lieutenant and the sergeant and 

23      her and I believe that the one day would be 

24      justified, so I agreed.

25                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you.  
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1      Commissioners, any questions or comments to 

2      attorney to the Board and also Sgt. McNeil at 

3      this time?  Any other comments? 

4                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Move to 

5      approve the recommendations by Attorney Bernard.

6                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Support. 

7                COMMISSIONER BURTON: Second.

8                COMMISSIONER BELL:  It's been properly 

9      moved and seconded that we accept the 

10      recommendation of attorney to the Board Linda 

11      Bernard with the concurrence of the department. 

12                Discussion?  Those in favor aye? 

13                COMMISSIONERS (except Mallett and 

14      Brooks):

15                Aye.

16                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Opposed?

17                COMMISSIONERS MALLETT & BROOKS:  No. 

18                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Do we need a roll 

19      call?  I think there was just two opposed, so the 

20      motion carries.  Are we satisfied with that then, 

21      the motion carries today.

22                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Who was the 

23      other opposed, I have Mr. Mallett?  

24                COMMISSIONER BROOKS:  I opposed.

25                COMMISSIONER DEWAELSCHE:  Oh, 
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1      Commissioner Brooks, okay. 

2                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

3      department. 

4                MR. GOLDPAUGH:  John Goldpaugh on 

5      behalf of the officer, thank you very much. 

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, sir.  

7      Any other committee recommendation reports -- 

8      committee reports I should say.  Any new 

9      business?  Old business? 

10                Announcements.  The next meeting would 

11      be on Thursday, March 24, 2016 at 3 PM at the 

12      Detroit Public Safety Headquarters right here, 

13      Michigan Room. 

14                Our next community meeting is going to 

15      be held in the 11th Precinct at Second Ebenezer 

16      Church and you know the location, it's Bishop 

17      Vann's church, so that's going to be at 6:30 AM.   

18      The time is not on there, but traditionally we 

19      meet at 6:30 PM, okay.

20                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  Requesting an 

21      excused absence for next Thursday, I'll be 

22      leaving to go out of town.

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let the record note 

24      that Commissioner Mallett is traveling again.  We 

25      pray for safe travel, it's all good. 
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1                Oral communication from the audience.  

2      Please come forward, you have two minutes and 

3      hopefully you can be respectful and we respect 

4      you also in terms of the process.

5                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Prior to the 

6      audience approaching, Mr. Chair, I just got an 

7      announcement. 

8                Today is March 17 and this represents a 

9      one-year anniversary of a homicide in the city of 

10      Detroit.  As a matter of fact, the family has 

11      been before us several times. 

12                Ditwan Morgan was murdered on Tuesday, 

13      March 17, 2015 at 9:27, she was shot and killed 

14      as she entered her door of her home.  The 

15      incident took place on the east side of Detroit, 

16      the 10000 block of Bonita near Outer Drive and 

17      Hayes. 

18                Ms. Morgan was 41 years old and this   

19      1-800-SPEAK UP Crime Stoppers -- and I'm saying 

20      this for anybody who may have any information 

21      about this, to notify 1-800 -- there is still a 

22      reward of up to $2,500 and the reason like I say 

23      this is a significant date is because it's a 

24      one-year anniversary and the family has been here 

25      several times and hope if there's someone out 
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1      there somewhere in the city of Detroit that can 

2      help solve this homicide as with many others than 

3      have occurred in the city also, so -- and as I 

4      always say, black lives matter, black lives 

5      matter.  

6                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Thank you, 

7      Commissioner Crawford.  Yes, sir.

8                MR. WELBORN:  Bill Welborn.  I don't 

9      have much to say.  Saw the Chief on TV this 

10      morning and I'm going to suggest he get a license 

11      to be a standup comic, he was pretty good this 

12      morning.  He was nice and loose, I never seen him 

13      this loose.  I mean, he was joking with people, 

14      it was pretty good. 

15                But I just wanted to ask the Chief one 

16      question.  They're bringing back the tug-of-war 

17      teams.  Are they going to put out a schedule for 

18      those guys because last time I saw them was up in 

19      Toronto and it was quite a few years ago. 

20                I walked in the room and all these guys 

21      6 foot 20 standing there 500 pounds, so you all 

22      going to put out a schedule so we can come see 

23      these guys?

24                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the chair, yes, 

25      we'll make sure you're aware of it.  We're 
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1      excited about the tug-of-war team because it 

2      really promotes esprit de corps and it also -- in 

3      terms of fitness. 

4                We probably have one of the top 

5      tug-of-war teams in the country I would estimate.

6                MR. WELBORN:  That's what the guy was 

7      saying this morning, the tops in the country.

8                CHIEF CRAIG:  One of the top in the 

9      country.  In fact, during last year's Field Day 

10      we competed against the Wayne County sheriffs and 

11      so we're going to do that at this year's Field 

12      Day as well, so we'll definitely get that out, 

13      looking forward to another great year.

14                MR. WELBORN:   Okay, thank you. 

15                CHIEF CRAIG:  Oh, by the way, on the 

16      comic piece, I privately have always wanted to be 

17      a comic.  Unfortunately the role that I play as 

18      Detroit's Police Chief I don't often times have 

19      an opportunity to tell a joke.

20                MR. WELBORN:  You had a good time this 

21      morning.

22                CHIEF CRAIG:  I did have a good time. 

23                COMMISSIONER BELL:  What show was this, 

24      Chief?

25                CHIEF CRAIG:  This was a morning show, 
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1      in fact it was the -- talking about our fitness 

2      program.  This had to do with the close-out of 

3      our 90-day challenge and now going into the next 

4      phase which is Fit University -- Fit for Duty 

5      University, very excited about that.  Certainly 

6      very appreciative of Dr. Edy and Detroit Medical 

7      Center and their involvement, so we think this 

8      next phase is going to be much bigger because 

9      it's going to be involving education and 

10      certainly officers involved in fitness.  

11                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Outstanding and I 

12      just want to -- can I make a recommendation for 

13      the tug-of-war team?

14                CHIEF CRAIG:  Absolutely.

15                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I would recommend 

16      that you entertain Commissioner Willie Burton, 

17      one of the youngest commissioners in the country.  

18      Condition, commissioners, I know, he echo his age 

19      all the time and he's physically fit, so if you 

20      can't put him on the team, could you make him an 

21      honorary member of the team?

22                CHIEF CRAIG:  Consider it done.  With 

23      the next workout, Commissioner Burton, I trust 

24      you'll be ready to go. 

25                COMMISSIONER BURTON:  Thank you, Chief. 
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  If he doesn't 

2      measure up, have him see Deputy Chief Washington.   

3      I just want to make sure the record reflects 

4      that. 

5                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

6      Chair to the Chief, the last year, DPD defeated 

7      the Wayne County Sheriff's team?

8                CHIEF CRAIG:  Absolutely, as I recall 

9      there were -- the women and the men --

10                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  That's what I was 

11      going to bring out, we have a women's tug-of-war 

12      team.

13                CHIEF CRAIG:  And the women's is one of 

14      the best in the country, so we have women and men 

15      and so do you have other information that I might 

16      not be aware of?

17                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Oh, no, I'm 

18      just inquiring because I work for the Sheriff's 

19      Department so I'll talk to Sheriff Napoleon about 

20      that.

21                CHIEF CRAIG:  He might want to come out 

22      and support him team.  It may not do much good, 

23      but -- 

24                COMMISSIONER BELL:  I thought he was 

25      with us on go blue, now he's switching up to 
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1      Sheriff's Department. 

2                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  No, no.  

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Let the record 

4      reflect --

5                COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Just a moment. 

6      As I told some of the retirees that -- the former 

7      DPD that work for the Sheriff's Department, it's 

8      okay to be down with the brown, but you should 

9      always remain true to the blue. 

10                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  One of my district 

11      members is waiting at the microphone.  

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Sorry, yes, ma'am.

13                MS. PANNELL:  Good afternoon, my name 

14      is Sharon Pannell.  I heard Commander Rochon is 

15      leaving April 1.  Can you tell me if we're going 

16      to have a commander in 2nd Precinct, please?

17                CHIEF CRAIG:  Through the Chair, he has 

18      decided to retire on April 8th.  We talked about 

19      the new structure involving the Detroit Police 

20      Department, the precincts going back to what we 

21      call an ideal neighborhood precinct model. 

22                There will be a commander and a 

23      captain.  We don't have any decisions on those 

24      positions or who's going to sit in.  There's an 

25      interim commanding officer Gary Seroche who's 
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1      interim only.

2                MS. PANNELL:  Thank you. 

3                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Any other comments 

4      from the audience?  Any other comments from the 

5      Board? 

6                COMMISSIONER SHELBY:  Yeah, through the 

7      Chair.  I briefly looked in my package today and 

8      I saw the report from the Office of the Chief 

9      Investigator.  Very nicely done, very concise, 

10      very to the point.  I want to thank Ms. Drake for 

11      her efforts in putting this together. 

12                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Duly noted, thank 

13      you.  I assume that you're going to report out 

14      maybe at the next meeting on the report. 

15                If there's no other business before 

16      this body and the Chair obviously was detained.  

17      I assume she'll report out at the next meeting 

18      when we reconvene, so the Chair would entertain a 

19      motion for adjournment. 

20                COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So moved.

21                COMMISSIONER MALLETT:  So moved. 

22                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Been properly moved 

23      and second.  Any discussion?  All those in favor, 

24      aye?

25                COMMISSIONERS:  Aye.
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1                COMMISSIONER BELL:  Motion carries, 

2      thank you.

3                          (Proceedings concluded at 

4      3:31 p.m.)
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