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1                   Detroit, Michigan

2                   Thursday, December 8, 2016

3                   (At about 6:38 P.M.)

4                       __     __     __

5                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Good evening.  Good 

6        evening.  Once again, I'm your Chairman,       

7        Willie Bell.  I'm the Chairperson of the Board of 

8        Police Commission and also represent District 4.  

9                   We do not have a quorum at this time, but 

10        we're going to start the meeting on time.  I'm 

11        pretty sure two other commissioners will be joining 

12        us.  We've got about four absenteeism, excused 

13        absent this evening, but my understanding that the 

14        pastor's wife is here.  Reverend Sharpe is the 

15        pastor of this great church that's accommodating us 

16        this evening.  We appreciate that.  Is she going to 

17        come forward to -- for the opening prayer, please, 

18        if you don't mind, or deacon or reverend or 

19        whosoever from the church that would be.  Surely we 

20        stand in the need of prayer at the house of the 

21        Lord.  And any other remarks you may want to make in 

22        terms of welcome before or afterwards, whatever's 

23        appropriate.

24                   OFFICER SHARPE:  I'm Officer Sharpe.  I 

25        am the first lady here at St. John the Great Baptist 
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1        Church.  I thank God for each and every last one of 

2        you coming out on tonight.  I just want to welcome 

3        you in the Lord's house.  This is the church where 

4        my husband presides as the bishop of this church.  

5        Welcome, welcome, welcome.  

6                   And now Minister Franklin will open us up 

7        in prayer.

8                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, ma'am.  

9        Appreciate the welcome.  

10                   MINISTER FRANKLIN:  Let us bow our heads.  

11        Father, we just thank you, Lord God.  We just thank 

12        everybody had a safe trip here.  Lord, we just pray 

13        for peace in this building, God.  We just ask that 

14        we have a wonderful session here.  We just ask, 

15        Lord, that everybody make it home safe, and we just 

16        thank you, we just praise you, and we just bless you 

17        right now.  In Jesus' name we pray.  Amen.

18                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, appreciate 

19        it.  All right, I've never encountered a first lady 

20        being a police officer.  That's really a blessing.  

21        And I'm familiar with your church, St. John the 

22        Greater.  My younger brother was funeralized here 

23        two or three years ago.  Your son played basketball 

24        at Warren Mott with my nephew which is called T.J. 

25        Bell, Tommy Bell.  So it was really a welcome 
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1        opportunity under the circumstance.  You opened your 

2        doors for the family, so I appreciate you coming out 

3        tonight.  And I didn't know your background.  I give 

4        you your respect as a police officer and the first 

5        lady of the church and a woman of God.  Thank you.  

6                   I'm just going -- we have Elizabeth 

7        Brooks, Commissioner Elizabeth Brooks is excused.  

8        Commission Willie Burton is excused.  Eva Dewaelshe, 

9        Commissioner, is excused, and Conrad Mallett is 

10        excused.  So I'm going to start the row call to my 

11        left.

12                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I'm Reggie 

13        Crawford, Commissioner of the Third District.  

14                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Good evening.  

15        Ricardo Moore, District 7, Vice Chairman.  Thank you 

16        for coming out this evening.  It's good to see each 

17        and every one of you.

18                   COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Good evening.  Lisa 

19        Carter, District 6.

20                   COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Derrick Sanders, 

21        at large.  

22                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  That's a short row 

23        call.  That's right.  Okay.  We going to skip on 

24        down to asking Mr. Gregory Hicks now, our board 

25        secretary, to introduce the staff, please.  
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1                   .

2                   SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

3        I just want to introduce the staff and a couple 

4        other items prior to getting to the staff.  I want 

5        to indicate that Sergeant Quinn is doing the 

6        recording for us tonight.  Media Services is doing 

7        the audio recording for us tonight, audio visual 

8        recording for us, and Theresa Roberts is the court 

9        reporter who will be recording our -- I mean 

10        transcribing our proceedings for the night.  

11                   In terms of the Board of Police 

12        Commission staff, if we look to the front row here, 

13        Jonya Underwood, the administrative assistant;    

14        Ms. White, who is the executive director for -- I 

15        mean the executive manager for our policy area.   

16        Ms. Johnson, who is the executive manager for our 

17        fiscal area; Robert Brown, who is sitting up here at 

18        the table, and then Chief Drake who typically 

19        introduces other individuals who are connected with 

20        our staff.  And, Ms. Drake, if you can introduce 

21        your staff.

22                   MS. DRAKE:  I think the only one here 

23        tonight is Supervising Investigator Lawrence Akbar.  

24                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.  And, 

25        Mr. Hicks, Gregory Hicks is our Board Secretary who 
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1        I introduced perhaps by his full name now.  

2                   And to my far left, sitting in for Chief 

3        Craig, as the person -- he don't need an 

4        introduction, but he's Assistant Chief Dolunt.

5                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Good evening.

6                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you for your 

7        attendance this evening.  Do we have any -- sorry, 

8        why don't you introduce any command or any DPD staff 

9        at this time.

10                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  If you want me to I can.  

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, sir.  I wouldn't 

12        attempt to.

13                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Okay, DC Fitzgerald with 

14        the glasses on; Sroka, Captain Sroka; Captain 

15        Patterson, Amanda Leach.  Who is behind you?     

16        Tim -- Commander Sims.  Commander Barron, Commander 

17        Mounsey, I should know him.  I hope it's good.  

18                   We have Dearborn PD.  You guys want to 

19        stand up for me.  Dearborn's here.

20                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  That's Lieutenant 

21        Armstrong and Corporal Marvin Sanders, former DPD.

22                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  I got Captain Roshon 

23        Commander Wilson.  Hold on, I'll call you.  Tiffany, 

24        would you stand up first, please.  Thank you.  Then 

25        Captain Miles, okay.  Okay, Commander Mahone.  Who 
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1        is back there.  Captain Muhammad, you all should 

2        know him.  Commander Kyriacou, Captain Szilagy.  Did 

3        I miss anybody else?  Oh, Commander Bettison, is 

4        that it on the command staff?  That's it.  Oh, gosh, 

5        she's a director.  She's my boss.  Celia Washington.  

6        Extraordinaire.

7                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I looked at her too.  I 

8        didn't recognize her also.

9                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  I'm sorry, so there you 

10        go.  

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you for DPD 

12        president as always.  We appreciate you coming out 

13        to this evening's meeting.  

14                   Do we have any elected officials or 

15        anyone representing elected official this evening 

16        which you acknowledge?  If not, any community 

17        activist?  I see Detroit Citizen Patrol, Detroit 

18        Citizen Police organization, Ms. Vannel Academy.  

19        Again, good to see you this evening and your 

20        compadres.  

21                   SPEAKER:  Ms. Mackenzie is the president.  

22        She's over there.  

23                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay, where she hiding 

24        at?  Oh, that's right, that's right.  Good to see 

25        you, President Barton McFarland.
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1                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Tom Wilson. 

2                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Theo Broughton.

3                   MR. SANDERS:  Terry Sanders, President of 

4        Neighborhood Association, and Ms. Theo Broughton, 

5        she's my vice president.  

6                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I thought she might be 

7        your president.  

8                   MR. SANDERS:  No, I'm learning.  I'm in 

9        training.  

10                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Good.  Any others?  

11                   SPEAKER:  Yes, I would like to have you 

12        ask the precinct delegates to stand.  They are 

13        elected officials, first level for all of our 

14        elected officials.

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I ask any precinct 

16        delegates.  Introduce yourself, please.

17                   MR. WILSON:  Tom Wilson.  

18                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Tom Wilson, okay.

19                   SPEAKER:  Theo Broughton, Precinct 

20        Delegate. 

21                   MS. SMITH:  I'm Bernice Smith.

22                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  You a precinct delegate 

23        too.  I am too.

24                   MS. SMITH:  Mid town, 15 years.

25                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Let the record speak 
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1        for itself.  Any others that we missed?  If not, I 

2        thank all of you for coming out on this warm, warm 

3        evening here on Puritan and Schaefer which is -- 

4        I've worked -- started my second career as a 

5        sergeant over here back in the day in Second 

6        Precinct when it was an old building.  I was there 

7        when they moved the new building, so I spent like 

8        six years working the Second Precinct, so this is 

9        one of the area -- Second Precinct, yes.  The 

10        boundaries might have changed somewhat back, been a 

11        while.  

12                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  West side of 

13        Detroit.

14                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  That was my -- that's 

15        how I got familiar with the west side, east side 

16        going to the west side.  I said, wow, they do have 

17        people over here.  

18                   SPEAKER:  Got some good people over here.

19                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, I'm glad you 

20        clarified that.  

21                   We do not have a quorum at this time.  So 

22        what I'd like to do is we can follow the script and 

23        have AC Dolunt report out at this time.

24                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Okay, good evening.  So I 

25        want to start with last night.  We had a fatal 
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1        accident involving our officers, and they were going 

2        to assist officers from Highland Park who were 

3        calling for assistance.  I was out there late last 

4        night, early this morning.  They were exiting the 

5        Davison Freeway.  They had a green light and lights 

6        and siren.  Went through the intersection.  A 

7        cyclist, bicyclist was going through the same time, 

8        had headphones on and apparently didn't see them 

9        coming.  He was fatally injured.  

10                   The last thing I have is we have yet to 

11        identify him, which bothers me because there's a 

12        family out there that's missing a son right now.  At 

13        the same time I have two officers that a tragic 

14        accident and are trying to deal with that.  So I 

15        would ask for the prayers for the deceased as well 

16        as the officers to get through this.  We've had a 

17        rough couple months, and everything like this really 

18        takes its toll.  

19                   Also on yesterday, in the murder of 

20        Officer Rose, they let the individual go.  And I 

21        give credit to both the Wayne County Prosecutor and 

22        to our Homicide Section who said early today, "Some 

23        people questioned why would we do that."  Because we 

24        had the wrong person.  At least we think we do.  

25        When we arrested him, we had probable cause to 



Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Page 13

1        believe he was the individual who did it.  However, 

2        like a good investigation, questions arose, and we 

3        delved into it a little further, and there was some 

4        discrepancies.  And rather than err on the side to 

5        make us feel good, we erred -- I don't know if we 

6        erred.  We let the individual go pending further 

7        investigation.  I think that says a lot about the 

8        transparency of the department.  We didn't rush to 

9        judgment.  We took our time.  It says a lot about 

10        the leadership of our command staff to make a 

11        decision that probably wasn't very popular with the 

12        officers.  

13                   Commander Wilson down to Captain Miles to 

14        the lieutenants and the sergeants, I'm sure there 

15        was some heated discussions about who did it and who 

16        didn't.  But in the end I think we got it right, and 

17        that's what counts.  And I think that's why we've 

18        earned the trust of the community because we're not 

19        rushing to judgment.  

20                   So with that said, our Homicide -- the 

21        last two years numbers were down.  Unfortunately 

22        this year, approaching 300.  I'm not happy about 

23        that.  

24                   On the flip side of nonfatals, probably 

25        the lowest they've been in several years, so I'm 
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1        pleased with that.  Most of our major crime is down.  

2        Our homicide is up there a little bit, number 2.  

3        Let me get this right.  I don't want to screw this 

4        up.  Our homicides are down, four; is that right, 

5        Brian?  

6                   COMMANDER MOUNSEY:  Yes, sir.

7                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Our nonfatals are up 

8        unfortunately 19%.  But some of that happened before 

9        Brian got here.  It's my understanding that the 

10        leadership, according to DC Fitzgerald, has been 

11        very good.  I'm getting positive response from the 

12        officers.  Several members of the community had 

13        expressed some concern about losing Captain Roshon.  

14        But for the most part I believe that with the 

15        officers in the community, believing in Mounsey and 

16        Muhammad, which says that the chief's decision was 

17        correct.  

18                   With that being said, I think that's the 

19        end of my report.  Any questions?  

20                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioners, any 

21        questions or comments for the AC?  

22                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Chief, the 

23        investigation as it relates to Mr. Davis, Wayne 

24        State and Detroit Police, who is the lead agency in 

25        that particular case?
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1                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  We are because it's a 

2        homicide in the city of Detroit.  We handle all the 

3        homicides.

4                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Okay.  And my second 

5        question deals with the accident that occurred last 

6        night.

7                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Yes.

8                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  What led up to the 

9        officers going to Highland Park?  What was happening 

10        in Highland Park?

11                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  It's my understanding that 

12        the Highland Park officers were calling for 

13        assistance.  As you know we dispatched both police 

14        and fire to Hamtramck around the same district.  Our 

15        officers responded.  Don't care what city you are.  

16        If you're blue or whatever, we respond.  And they 

17        responded to help -- my understanding to help 

18        officers that needed assistance.  Unfortunately the 

19        accident occurred and they didn't make it.  And I 

20        don't know the disposition of the one in Highland 

21        Park quite honestly.

22                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Okay.  And just for 

23        clarification, there is a difference between an 

24        officer in trouble and an officer who needs 

25        assistance?
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1                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Yes.  And, again, I'm not 

2        doing the investigation, so I don't know -- 

3                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Right.

4                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  -- if it was an officer in 

5        trouble or officer needing assistance.  They were of 

6        the opinion that Highland Park was calling.  They 

7        normally don't call for assistance as a rule.  They 

8        were trying to get to the closest one, and they were 

9        taking the expressway.  It's not like they were on a 

10        side street.  They were on the Davison Freeway.  So, 

11        yes, they were at a high rate of speed, but it 

12        appeared to be exigent circumstances.

13                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Thank you.

14                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any other comments or 

15        questions for the assistant chief?  

16                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir, through 

17        the chair.  

18                   Yes, sir, Assistant Chief, what agency is 

19        investigating the fatal accident that occurred in 

20        Highland Park?  

21                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Actually it would have 

22        been Highland Park.  They deferred to us because 

23        they do not have the manpower.  So I called in the 

24        Fatal Squad.  The State Police ended up getting 

25        there after we did regarding going.  I said, "If you 
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1        want it, you can have it; we already started the 

2        investigation."  They said, "It's top side, you guys 

3        can have it."  We already started it, so we took it.  

4        And it's my understanding the investigator's report 

5        was submitted to the prosecutor's office this 

6        morning.

7                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, sir.  With 

8        all due respect I was remiss prior to asking that 

9        question.  I would offer my condolences to the 

10        family of the person that was killed.

11                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  And it's a good question 

12        because it came up with the chief today because it 

13        was an outside jurisdiction.  But, again, we reached 

14        out to Chief Logan, who did not have the sufficient 

15        manpower to handle the investigation, so we took it.  

16        I was out there this morning along with Captain 

17        Thornton.  And, again, the investigator's report was 

18        submitted to the prosecutor's office this morning.  

19        So we're just waiting on the denial or whatever they 

20        decide to do with it in terms of the warrant.

21                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  I want to, I 

22        guess, just state, I want to thank the department 

23        for the moving quickly on the release of -- and also 

24        the prosecutor's office in the release of 

25        Mr. Deangelo Davis.  He's been some 16 days in jail, 
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1        in the Wayne County Jail for -- that's the 

2        information that's come out for a crime that he 

3        didn't commit.  

4                   Also, too, it's important to me and also 

5        this board, I guess it was several weeks ago, 

6        Prosecutor Kym Worthy came to one of our board 

7        meetings and more or less laid out a procedure and 

8        just information or presentation on -- one might say 

9        such procedures as one might follow in investigating 

10        something of that nature, unfortunately, with the 

11        death of the Wayne State officer.  So the 

12        information was timely then, and I'm so glad that 

13        the presentation was done weeks ago.  

14                   And I do want to state, too, that I know 

15        I don't -- I didn't hear any voices of the DPOA as I 

16        did before, more or less calling out the prosecutor.  

17        I'm certainly glad that that didn't occur this time, 

18        which has something that occurred previously 

19        involving something different, which was what I call 

20        -- was really minute compared to this issue 

21        involving the death of an officer.  

22                   Thank you, sir.  

23                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any other questions or 

24        comments from the board?  

25                   Assistant Chief, thank you for reporting 
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1        out.

2                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Thank you, sir.  

3                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I guess the next item 

4        of business would be the Second Precinct, our 

5        command officers coming before the board.

6                   COMMANDER MOUNSEY:  Good evening.  

7                   COMMISSIONERS:  Good evening.

8                   COMMANDER MOUNSEY:  My name is Brian 

9        Mounsey.  I'm the commander here at the Second 

10        Precinct.  Once again, the honorable board, I'd like 

11        to welcome you into the Second Precinct community, 

12        also the community, members of the Second Precinct, 

13        welcome.  

14                   Captain Muhammad has prepared a 

15        presentation for the Second Precinct, but before we 

16        get into that, there's two things I'd like to do.  

17        Chairman, I'd like to echo your sentiments and 

18        expressing our gratitude to Bishop Victor Sharpe as 

19        well as not only his first lady, but our 

20        neighborhood police officer and fantastic 

21        neighborhood police officer, Yolanda Sharpe for 

22        their hospitality in opening their doors to us for 

23        this meeting tonight.  I thank you very much for 

24        that.  

25                   In addition, some members of my staff are 
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1        here today.  I have in the back Captain Bilal 

2        Muhammad who will do the presentation today.  We 

3        also have Sergeant Vanessa Wyatt who is our 

4        neighborhood police officer sergeant.  I've already 

5        introduced neighborhood police officer Yolanda 

6        Sharpe, and neighborhood police officer Colette 

7        Burkes Weathers; neighborhood police officer Devon 

8        Maples and neighborhood police officer and minister 

9        Errol Franklin.  With that I'll turn it over to 

10        Captain Muhammad for his presentation.

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, sir.  

12        Appreciate it.  

13                   CAPTAIN MUHAMMAD:  Greetings and 

14        salutations.  

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Good to see you.

16                   CAPTAIN MUHAMMAD:  Good to see you.  

17                   Give you a few stats about the Second 

18        Precinct.  Second Precinct located at 13530 Lesure 

19        encompasses ten and one half square miles.  The 

20        boundaries are as follows.  To the north, West 

21        McNichols; to the south, west Warren; to the west, 

22        Greenfield and the east, Livernois.  

23                   The Second Precinct borders the city of 

24        Dearborn.  The Second Precinct has four neighborhood 

25        city districts, one, two, six and seven.  According 
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1        to estimated figures for 2013 from the U.S. Census 

2        Bureau, the Second Precinct has a total of 58,792 

3        citizens.  98% are African-American, and 2% other.  

4        Within the Second Precinct there are six schools of 

5        various levels.  We have no high schools, which 

6        include Breithaupt Career and Technical Center.  

7        Some of the larger organizations and businesses 

8        within the Second Precinct consist of the Adam 

9        Butzel Recreational Center, Xfinity, Uncle Ray's 

10        Potato Chips and Dave's English Muffin.  

11                   Currently the Second Precinct has five 

12        green light locations, a Citgo Gas Station located 

13        at 13601 McNichols; another Citgo Gas Station, 15439 

14        Schoolcraft; Valero Gas Station, 15440 Schoolcraft 

15        and McDonald's Restaurant, 9815 Grand River, and the 

16        Glass Bottle Liquor Store, 9540 Greenfield.  

17                   SPEAKER:  We got two more green lights 

18        there.  

19                   CAPTAIN MUHAMMAD:  We have two more green 

20        lights, 15401 Joy Road.  That's the Benchmark Liquor 

21        Store, and we have a McDonald's right in front of 

22        the precinct, 13676 Grand River.  So we encourage 

23        everyone to utilize those facilities so the 

24        investment is well spent, and it's a safe spot now.  

25                   The Second Precinct initiative and 
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1        accomplishments:  The Second Precinct has seen 

2        tremendous reductions in crime in 2016 as compared 

3        to the previous year.  These reductions include 17% 

4        decrease in homicides compared to the same period of 

5        2015.  30% reduction in robberies, 31% reduction in 

6        carjackings, a 12% reduction in aggravated assaults 

7        and an average 18% reduction in part one violent 

8        crimes in total from the same period of 2015.  

9                   In addition nonviolent part one crimes 

10        such as burglaries, larcenies are down an average of 

11        14% percent.  These results have been accomplished 

12        by the hard work of our men and women in uniform and 

13        through forming of community relationships and 

14        partnership and the result of the following efforts.  

15                   On average the Second Precinct services 

16        approximately 82 calls per service per day and will 

17        approximately service 34,000 calls for the year.  

18        Officers of the Second Precinct have maintained the 

19        fastest citywide average travel time to priority one 

20        calls for service of approximately 7.6 minutes.  

21                   The officers of Second Precinct have 

22        taken 255 guns off the street this year.  Our crime 

23        intelligence officer has developed a Second Precinct 

24        Facebook page to inform citizens of ongoing/upcoming 

25        events within the precinct.  The page will also 
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1        allow citizen to report illegal activities within 

2        their respective neighborhoods.  

3                   I'm going to turn it over for a quick 

4        update from our community neighborhood policing 

5        sergeant, Sergeant Vanessa Wyatt.  

6                   SERGEANT WYATT:  Hello, I am Sergeant 

7        Vanessa, V-A-N-E-S-S-A, Wyatt, W-Y-A-T-T.  

8                   The Second Precinct community relation 

9        neighborhood police officers have been instrumental 

10        this year in taking on several initiatives, quite a 

11        few of them we're very proud of.  We've created a 

12        database for our senior citizens.  And the purpose 

13        of that database is for us this year we will be 

14        executing well-being checks.  We're going to provide 

15        some services for them during the wintertime.  We 

16        find that some of them are shut in.  They can't get 

17        out.  They can't get their snow shoved.  We're going 

18        to try to do some things for them.  

19                   We've also developed a Citizens Advisory 

20        Board.  We've done a radio patrol.  We have one new 

21        group.  We had a problem with getting them together, 

22        so we sent them over to Barton McFarland, which is 

23        our oldest and well ran radio patrol for them to 

24        help them, and so they have become a part of them in 

25        getting set up and being able to do a larger area of 
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1        the Second Precinct.  

2                   We have three new block clubs.  We began 

3        a gas station and clergy coalition.  We started to 

4        kind of build our community by -- I like to use the 

5        word layers.  We began meeting with our gas 

6        stations.  And meeting with the gas station gave 

7        them an opportunity to kind of network with each 

8        other and exchange ideas on cleanliness, hiring, the 

9        communities in which they're serving, and we began 

10        to see some significant changes in our gas stations.  

11        We've got seven green lights now, so that was 

12        something that we done.  

13                   The officers -- well, MPO Maples, here's 

14        of something that we feel is very important in our 

15        community, which is a male mentoring.  We have a 

16        dad's club at Burns Elementary School that was 

17        actually started a couple of years by MPO Mingas, 

18        who retired, and MPO Maples took that club up.  It 

19        has served as an excellent tool in that school.  We 

20        found that we didn't just have dads.  We have 

21        grandfathers, we have uncles that are participating 

22        in that program.  They've done a lot with the youth 

23        there, taking them on field trips, and we've done a 

24        lot with them at the precinct.  

25                   Also, we have youth seminars that we've 
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1        been doing.  We've been going to schools, and we've 

2        been doing Eddie Eagle, the gun safety program.  In 

3        addition to that, which is MPO Franklin has 

4        developed a program and MPO Burks-Weathers, they all 

5        do this program, and it's on cyber bullying and 

6        bullying.  And that's been going from school to 

7        school.  Burks, Weathers is going to do something 

8        over at Noble.  They want to have a mom's club, so 

9        she's going to work that, start working with that.  

10        We have MPO Sharpe who handles our clergy, and we 

11        just really, I think, doing some wonderful things in 

12        the community, and we have a lot of support from our 

13        community.  

14                   So at this time I am going to turn it 

15        over to Sergeant Washington who is going to give you 

16        some information on our special Ops Unit.

17                   COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  To the Chair, 

18        before he comes up.

19                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, sir.

20                   COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  I'd just like to 

21        remind everybody that Precinct 2 did win the 

22        softball championship.

23                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I thought he was going 

24        to say the football championship.  But softball, 

25        okay.  
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1                   SERGEANT WASHINGTON:  Good evening.  My 

2        name is Sergeant Reginald Washington.  That's 

3        R-E-G-I-N-A-L-D, Washington, W-A-S-H-I-N-G-T-O-N, 

4        and I'm one of the two sergeants that supervises the 

5        Second Precinct Special Ops Unit.  And for the 

6        citizens that know, we pretty much concentrate on 

7        your, I guess, quality of life where the patrol 

8        officers answer your runs.  You know, once they 

9        answer the runs, if you have any problem with 

10        neighbors or narcotic locations on the street, me 

11        and my unit usually comes in and try to take care of 

12        the stuff for you.  

13                   Currently have like 13 officers assigned 

14        to Special Ops, ten that work the street and two 

15        traffic officers.  And just to give you a brief idea 

16        of the type of work these officers have been doing 

17        this year, they have made -- excuse me, I don't have 

18        my glasses with me -- 675 felony arrests from guns 

19        to subjects wanted for homicide, home invasions to 

20        different, you know, warrants and stuff in the 

21        precinct.  134 misdemeanor arrests, confiscated over 

22        137 guns.  We've seized over 79 vehicles for OTE's, 

23        prosecution, narcotics things, recovered over 61 

24        stolen vehicles.  We have investigated over 7,434 

25        people.  We've issued 7082 traffic citations in the 
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1        precinct.  We've confiscated over 347 grams of 

2        cocaine, 197 grams of heroin, 51,000 grams of 

3        marijuana and to date over $103,000 in cash seized 

4        in the precinct.  

5                   Just let the citizens, if you have any 

6        problems, you know, I usually work nights.  You can 

7        call the station and give it to Commander Betterson 

8        -- I'm sorry, Commander Mounsey and Captain 

9        Muhammad, and we'll usually try to come out and 

10        usually try to take care of it.  You know, you see 

11        us out there, like I said, we'll have any type of 

12        operation going, troubled liquor store, see anything 

13        on the block or anything like that, just give us a 

14        call and we'll try to, you know, take care of the 

15        problem for you.  

16                   CAPTAIN MUHAMMAD:  In closing, Commander 

17        Mounsey and I who like to thank our Number 2 family, 

18        all of the citizens of the Second Precinct who 

19        demand safe neighborhoods and report any and all 

20        issues in their neighborhoods that impact their 

21        quality of life.  

22                   Second we want to thank the Second 

23        Precinct Community Relations Council who keep 

24        everyone together and bring the neighborhoods 

25        together and the people of the Second Precinct 
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1        together.  

2                   We would also like to thank the following 

3        men who work behind the scenes.  We want to thank 

4        Derrick Sanders who comes to the rescue whenever we 

5        call and makes things happen.  We also want to thank 

6        Ricardo Moore who is our buffer who keeps us on top 

7        of the news of the community and always encourages a 

8        good fight.  

9                   Lastly we want to thank Deputy Chief 

10        Charles Fitzgerald who is also available, who 

11        provides constant encouragement and the tools to get 

12        the job done.  That's all we have.  

13                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Outstanding.  

14        Commissioners, any more accolades you want to share, 

15        Commissioner Moore and Commissioner Sanders?

16                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  You know, I'm just 

17        always thankful for the cadre that I have assigned 

18        to me in District 7, whether it's the Second 

19        Precinct with Commander Mounsey and Captain 

20        Muhammad, or going to the Sixth Precinct whereas 

21        Commander Toskey and Captain Steward, or Tenth 

22        Precinct with Kyriacou.  I'm just very blessed and 

23        fortunate because they do give quick response when I 

24        call them.  So if any citizens have any complaints, 

25        it started off in 2014, it was a few complaints, 
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1        but, you know, 2016 is far, far less.  So I just 

2        thank everyone that's a part of that team from the 

3        Second Precinct, Sixth Precinct and Tenth Precinct.  

4        I truly appreciate you.

5                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, sir.

6                   COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Commissioner 

7        Sanders, I'm a little bias.  I love Precinct Two.

8                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Just so happen to live 

9        in that precinct.

10                   COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  I've lived there, 

11        too.  And I look forward to helping the citizens out 

12        or anything I can do for the precinct as far as 

13        being a citizen of the city of Detroit.  It's a good 

14        place to live.  It's a good place to raise your kids 

15        in.  We've got good officers and we've got people 

16        that respond.  When they're called, they come.  And 

17        I just love them.  I just love them.  I can't wait 

18        to do more.  Like I say, I'm bias.  

19                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any other comments by 

20        the commissioners?

21                   COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Shouldn't be, 

22        because I'm at large.  

23                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I just want to say I'm 

24        impressed with their youth program, the dad's club 

25        and all activity involving young people.  I think 
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1        that's crucial to, you know, hard core community 

2        action with the young people.  So I'm impressed with 

3        that.  I don't know if Commander Leach can compete 

4        with that, but he laid out an impressive program in 

5        reference to young people, and I also, you know, 

6        just like that type of involvement because I think 

7        it's sort of crucial in terms of reaching out to 

8        young people, so I'm impressed with that.  And your 

9        MPO's and the team of officers that you lead at the 

10        Second Precinct.  

11                   So any community people want to speak at 

12        this time from the Second Precinct?  Yes, sir, okay.  

13                   MR. WILSON:  Good evening.  My name is 

14        Thomas Wilson, T-H-O-M-A-S W-I-L-S-O-N.  And I just 

15        wanted to speak in terms of, as I call you all 

16        Detroit's finest.  I mean, I've heard tonight a 

17        mother's club being formed by the police officer, a 

18        dad's club being formed by the police officers.  The 

19        general public doesn't know this.  They think that 

20        police officers ride around in cars, pick up and 

21        arrest people, and sometimes shoot them, that kind 

22        of thing.  And, I mean, you know, you all go above 

23        and beyond the call of duty in terms of basically 

24        what your job description is.  Because, you know, 

25        going in the schools and forming dad's clubs, that 
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1        should be the job of the LSCO or Parent-Teacher 

2        Association.  But, I mean, I commend you all.  

3                   And let me say this.  I've said it 

4        before.  I've said it a number of times, almost 

5        sound like a broken record.  But in terms of what, 

6        as I call them, Detroit's finest do, they don't have 

7        enough money that they could pay me to do that job.  

8        And you all, I can't find the word to say it, but 

9        you're cut from a different cloth than most people.  

10        I mean, you know, you take an offer -- oath to go 

11        and protect and serve.  You leave the house and 

12        there's a chance, because of who you might run into, 

13        you might not come back the way you left or you 

14        might not come back at all.  And unlike me, I'm 

15        retired four years, I leave out my door, I go do my 

16        thing.  But because of Detroit's finest, I can 

17        operate in there relatively safe and come on back 

18        home.  But you all, my hat's off to you.  

19                   And let me say this, a very merry 

20        Christmas to you and a happy new year.  And also 

21        keep Senator Morris Hood in your thoughts and 

22        prayers.  He had a kidney transplant.  I saw that on 

23        Facebook the other day.  And Morris always comes 

24        over to the Second Precinct community relations 

25        meeting.  
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1                   But, again, my hat's off to you all.  

2        And, again, merry Christmas and a happy new year.

3                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, Mr. Wilson.  

4        Mr. Wilson is a retired educator with the Detroit 

5        public school system; is that correct?  How many 

6        years.  

7                   MR. WILSON:  13.

8                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thirteen, and he's also 

9        a community activist.  

10                   MR. WILSON:  I do a little bit.

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yeah, he's definitely 

12        engaged with several organizations I'm familiar 

13        with, and he's been also conveying to the media 

14        through letters, writing about certain issues and 

15        platform.  I appreciate your involvement. 

16                   Yes, ma'am.

17                   MS. PANNELL:  Good evening.  My name is 

18        Sharon Pannell, P-A-N-N-E-L-L.  Sharon, S-H-A-R-O-N.  

19        I'm sorry, ma'am.

20                   This is my precinct.  I love my MPO's, 

21        all my commanders and captain.  Whenever I call, 

22        they come, and I do appreciate you.  Thank you so 

23        much for watching my house for the last two weeks 

24        and everything.  But Second Precinct.

25                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Ms. Pannell, can you 
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1        talk about the movie night that takes place?  

2                   MS. PANNELL:  Oh, yeah, we have movie 

3        night every third Thursday.  We come out and watch a 

4        different movie.  Sometimes it's religious and 

5        sometimes it's not.  And we really appreciate them 

6        because sometimes they serve us a whole meal.  We 

7        got to start eating salads too.  But thank you.  

8                   MS. THOMAS:  Good evening everyone.  

9                   EVERYONE:  Good evening.

10                   MS. THOMAS:  My name is Ollie Thomas, 

11        O-L-L-I-E, Thomas, T-H-O-M-A-S, and I live in this 

12        neighborhood.  I live on this block.  When this 

13        church came here, I believe it was about ten years 

14        ago, it truly was a mess.  

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  The block?  

16                   MS. THOMAS:  The block was, it truly was.  

17        And I think all of the police officers, Six and 

18        Eight and the Second know me.  Because when I have a 

19        problem, I call them, and they usual come to my 

20        rescue.  

21                   There's a lot of the neighbors that is 

22        afraid, is to step out and make complaints and give 

23        it to the police officers, but I am not.  But I am 

24        one of the people that I had a brick thrown through 

25        my picture window.  But it did not -- it upset me, 
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1        yes, but it did not stop me from doing my report.  

2                   I report to Sharpe, White, Burks, 

3        Franklin, Maple, who all -- the -- the ones that I 

4        didn't call, you know who I'm speaking of.  

5                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, ma'am, we 

6        understand.

7                   MS. THOMAS:  So, please, you a police 

8        officer.  Wilson just said you couldn't pay him 

9        enough money to be one.  But I really and truly 

10        appreciate you all.  I truly appreciate you and 

11        more.  I had a problem that was the first of the 

12        year, and I talked to him.  And he says I will take 

13        care of the problem, and he did, and thank you so 

14        very much -- 

15                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  You're welcome, 

16        ma'am.

17                   MS. THOMAS:  -- for doing that.  

18                   I want the police department know, all of 

19        you, that we truly, I do really appreciate your 

20        service.  I truly appreciate you, and all of your 

21        commanders.  Thank you.  

22                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Ma'am, can we    

23        somewhat --

24                   MS. THOMAS:  And you, sir --

25                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Ma'am, can we wrap it 
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1        up, please?  

2                   MS. THOMAS:  Yes, sir.

3                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  We want to move on.

4                   MS. THOMAS:  Okay, one more thing.

5                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, ma'am.  

6                   MS. THOMAS:  I want to get in touch with 

7        you, sir, after the meeting, okay.  Thank you so 

8        much.

9                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you for your kind 

10        comments, ma'am, and your involvement.  We going to 

11        -- Second Precinct?  

12                   SPEAKER:  Yes.

13                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  We've got a little time 

14        here.  If you can make it brief, that will be great.  

15        We're going to move on even though we don't have a 

16        set -- we have a set agenda, but we don't have a 

17        quorum.  But we also want to move the program too.  

18                   MS. BROUGHTON:  Happy Thursday everybody.  

19        Thank you.  My name is Theo Broughton.  First name 

20        is spelled T-H-E-O.  Last name B-R-O-U-G-H-T-O-N.

21                   I am the co-founder of Good Research, 

22        which is a community based organization, and we meet 

23        at the DABO Center.  You mentioned the center that 

24        you have on Lyndon off of Wyoming.  The DABO Center 

25        is on Grand River and Wyoming, and they are given to 
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1        the community as well.  Good Research will be 

2        meeting there this coming Saturday at 2 P.M., and 

3        Judge Deborah Thomas is going to be in attendance.  

4        And she did a fine effort running for the Supreme 

5        Court, and we hope that she will run again.  

6                   The issue that I want to talk about has 

7        to do with the crime, the car crash at the 

8        intersection you spoke about earlier, and I think 

9        there was a statement that there was a bicycler 

10        there.  I had a meeting with Chief Haddad in 

11        Dearborn, and his officers patrol Tireman, the 

12        boarder between Detroit and Dearborn.  He talked 

13        about some of the stops, et cetera, and I asked him 

14        do you stop people who have their volume of this 

15        vulgar rap music and any other music blasting so you 

16        can hear it all the way to Six Mile.  Anyway, he 

17        said they do.  And I said to him that it would be 

18        appreciated if he would have them stopped, stopped 

19        because of the health issue.  

20                   When our young people are in cars with 

21        drivers and they blast the music, they don't seem to 

22        have sense enough to know that they are causing the 

23        children to go deaf and babies in particular who 

24        have very delicate eardrums.  It is possible that 

25        the bicycler who was involved in that accident 
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1        didn't even hear the police coming.  He, I guess it 

2        was a he, may be partly deaf.  He's deceased now.  I 

3        don't know what kind of investigation can be done on 

4        the level of his hearing at this point, but it 

5        definitely has an impact when it comes to traffic 

6        accidents, and that is something that you might want 

7        to take into consideration when telling folks to 

8        turn that crap down.  When they leave out of 

9        Detroit, they seem to do it automatically, at least 

10        that's what we keep hearing.  It needs to be down in 

11        the city of Detroit because we don't need our young 

12        people going deaf.  

13                   The question that I have lastly, where 

14        are we with the body cameras and the cameras that 

15        are supposed to be in the automobiles?  

16                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  2017 it's a good 

17        possibility they could materialize.  So they have 

18        the pilot program to be reporting out at some point 

19        in time.  You'll probably see prior to when they 

20        report out to the board on that issue.

21                   MS. BROUGHTON:  Is this a second pilot 

22        program?  Because the first one was supposed to have 

23        been successful.  

24                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, ma'am, this is 

25        like the third one I think, but second one.  But 
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1        basically that's what's happening, was not satisfied 

2        with the equipment, et cetera.  But basically we 

3        hope to hear something maybe in the first quarter; 

4        if not, prior to July.  

5                   MS. BROUGHTON:  Okay.

6                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, ma'am.

7                   MS. BROUGHTON:  July, that's over half --

8                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I said prior to, 

9        hopefully.  There's no time frame that have been 

10        reported to us on that issue, but they are working 

11        due diligence on that issue.  

12                   MS. BROUGHTON:  Well, I want to thank our 

13        Commissioners Crawford and Moore for the kind of 

14        research that they've been doing on this.  And I 

15        hope that the whole commission will press it to have 

16        them get it in service ASAP or before.  Thank you.

17                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, ma'am.

18                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

19        Chair, Ms. Broughton, on the body cams, as the chair 

20        just stated, Commissioner Bell, it is second pilot 

21        program.  But also, too, it's an upgrade in 

22        technology and a meshing or an integration of some 

23        technology pertaining to the actual body cam and the 

24        car cam.  So once, I guess, that was discovered and 

25        some technical issues in trying to get that all to 
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1        mesh, it took a little bit longer.  And as 

2        Commissioner Bell stated, hopefully 2017.  

3                   SPEAKER:  We're on day 54 of the 

4        communication.  So the next few days, another 60 

5        days.

6                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  

7                   MS BROUGHTON:  Thank you.

8                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, ma'am.  

9                   The next point of business, we're going 

10        to hear from Deputy Chief Washington, our legal 

11        advisor to Chief Craig.  

12                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Good evening, 

13        Board.  Through the Chair, Celia Washington, Legal 

14        Advisor for the department.  

15                   Just wanted to share with the public, 

16        take an opportunity to share a new program that the 

17        mayor's office has launched, an initiative that was 

18        launched actually yesterday.  Some of you may have 

19        seen some reports on the news, but we try really 

20        hard to get ahead of these things so that certainly 

21        this honorable board hears about it before you hear 

22        about it on the news.  This all happened very 

23        quickly in terms of the police department's 

24        involvement.  

25                   But the short version, again it's the 
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1        mayor's initiative.  The City is going to start to 

2        issue municipal ID cards.  And the purpose of these 

3        cards, there's a number of purposes.  For those 

4        individuals who may have some difficulty obtaining 

5        or securing a Michigan ID card or a driver's 

6        license, this is only a form of identification.  

7        This card is not intended to replace a driver's 

8        license, nor is it intended to replace a Michigan 

9        ID.  

10                   There are a number of -- I'm starting 

11        with undocumented, but it's not targeted for 

12        undocumented, but there's a number of undocumented 

13        individuals, homeless individuals, returning 

14        citizens, seniors, and other transgender.  There's a 

15        number of groups that have a hard time getting the 

16        ID.  So the -- there was a presentation, the mayor 

17        was present this morning because the buy-in of the 

18        police department was critical, and the chief has 

19        agreed to -- that the department will accept this ID 

20        as a form of ID.  It serves two purposes:  To offer 

21        identification and to prove residency.  

22                   There are three primary ways that you can 

23        get the ID; all of them involve going to visit what 

24        they call intake centers.  So in terms of, I think 

25        our biggest push back, if you will, or concern, 
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1        we'll say, is the risk of identity fraud.  So an 

2        individual will go to one of these intake centers, 

3        one at the Samaritan Center and one at Patton 

4        Recreation Center Mondays and Wednesdays and 

5        Fridays, and they have to take a number of documents 

6        to support or to earn 300 points.  And, again, it's 

7        for people who don't have traditional papers, if you 

8        will.  As I understand it is difficult sometimes for 

9        returning citizens to get ID because they don't have 

10        a social security number.  

11                   On the back of the handout it shows how 

12        an individual can earn the 300 points.  The process 

13        has been described to us as being very thorough in 

14        terms of the betting.  So that a Mr. Moore and a 

15        Mr. Crawford could not come in and represent 

16        themselves to be the other person.  There's a number 

17        of safeguards.

18                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  They get us confused 

19        all the time.

20                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Well, that's 

21        why I picked you two, sir.

22                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  One's older, 

23        one's younger.  

24                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  But, again, 

25        facial recognition and a lot of other protections 



Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Page 42

1        and safeguards are in place.  So there -- so far 

2        there's only one credit union in the city that has 

3        agreed to accept this ID to open an account.  There 

4        are a number of city buildings that you cannot go 

5        into with an ID.  This ID will be accepted for that.  

6        Again, when you interact with the police, it is not 

7        suggested that one would pull out this ID card in 

8        replacement for a driver's license because it will 

9        not have a particularly good outcome.  

10                   You could also use this ID card to open 

11        DTE services.  The water department has agreed to 

12        accept it as well.  There's discounts and there's 

13        other things that are available to individuals who 

14        have the card.  And, again, there are minors 14 

15        through 18 who may have a school ID, may not have a 

16        school ID.  But we're encouraging -- the City is 

17        encouraging everyone to at least apply for one, 

18        minors 14 through 18.  

19                   And if you look at the card, there is a 

20        unique identifying number at the top.  The mayor's 

21        signature is embedded.  It's almost impossible to 

22        duplicate the card, but of course we all know that 

23        you can duplicate anything.  If a member suspects, 

24        however, that the card that's being presented to 

25        them, it is counterfeit or it has somehow been 
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1        altered, it's very likely that that member will 

2        confiscate that card and return it to the Health 

3        Department who is the entity who is managing the 

4        program.  

5                   On the back side of it, it's got a 

6        magnetic strip that contains all of your 

7        information.  You can also have an emergency contact 

8        I believe on the back.  It indicates a veteran if 

9        you are one and your willingness to become -- or to 

10        be a donor.  And, again, I draw your attention to 

11        the fact that it does not include gender, 

12        particularly those people that are in the 

13        transgender community are uncomfortable identifying, 

14        and that does not require that they do so.

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.  Questions 

16        or comments?  Before that, I want to acknowledge 

17        Bishop Edgar Vann joining us, represent District 2, 

18        joining now.  We have a full quorum.  

19                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Thank you, sir.  

20                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Okay.  Yes, sir, go 

21        ahead.

22                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the Chair.

23                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, sir, go ahead.

24                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I'm just glad, Madam 

25        Attorney, you clarified that it was Mayor Duggan's 
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1        initiative because I always thought it came from 

2        southwest Detroit District 6 council person,   

3        Raquel Castaneda-Lopez, so I'm glad you clarified 

4        that.  

5                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  She did work 

6        very closely with the major.  And as you probably 

7        heard her interview, she was very concerned.  It's 

8        been a lot of talk about our status and sanctuary 

9        city and how we handle that kind of stuff, and we 

10        are not a sanctuary city.  But, yeah, there are a 

11        number of people who are in southwest who are afraid 

12        to report crimes because they don't have 

13        identification, and hopefully this will discourage 

14        them.  

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.  Another 

16        question?  Yes, sir.

17                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am, 

18        Attorney Washington, on the technical issue, the 

19        magnetic strip, is that the same as -- on this 

20        function, is the same as the driver's license 

21        magnetic strip or the strip readers will be able to 

22        do the same?  

23                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Well, we have 

24        some questions about the capability for an officer 

25        to necessarily swipe that card in the squad car.  At 
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1        this point, because there's another -- I don't have 

2        the back side of the card.  There's another not that 

3        tech savvy, but there is a hologram, if you will, 

4        that also contains your information.  But at this 

5        point two things, there's no blue light in the scout 

6        car because, as I understand it, if you had a blue 

7        light and you reflect the blue light on the card, 

8        you can see the hologram.  So we're talking with 

9        Fayrouz Saad, she's the Director of Immigrant 

10        Services.  She's the director of this program, and 

11        we're working to make sure that we can minimize some 

12        of those risks, if you will -- 

13                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.

14                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  -- to make sure 

15        that our officers have what they need.

16                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay, and one 

17        other question.  The credit union, what credit 

18        union?  

19                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  I think it's 

20        Detroit Credit Union One or One Detroit.  It's One 

21        Detroit Credit Union.  That's what it's called.

22                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Okay, is the City 

23        talking or the mayor's talking to the other banks in 

24        the city?  

25                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir, they 
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1        are.  There's also conversations with the State of 

2        Michigan.  There is not a firm commitment that they 

3        will -- they're willing to accept this card as ID to 

4        apply for other things with the state.  

5                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.

6                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  You know, 

7        there's not a firm commitment, but there's talk that 

8        they will.

9                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes, ma'am.  Do 

10        we have any more of these?  I'd like to give them to 

11        the Dearborn officers, the sergeant and -- I'm 

12        sorry, the lieutenant and the corporal.

13                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  We can make copies for 

14        you.

15                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Absolutely, 

16        absolutely.

17                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Through the chair, 

18        can you read into the record for our listening 

19        audience some contact information -- 

20                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Absolutely, 

21        sir.  

22                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  -- just in case a 

23        citizen wanted to get this?

24                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.  

25        Again, it started yesterday, December 7th.  I 



Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Page 47

1        believe it was the 7th.  To apply, citizens can 

2        visit DetroitMI.gov or call (800) 408-1500 or 211 to 

3        make an appointment.  

4                   The appointments are at two locations at 

5        this time, Patton Recreation Center, at 2301 

6        Woodmere Street and the other on the east side, 

7        Samaritan Center, 5555 Connor Street, Suite 2210.  

8        The hours, Monday and Wednesday, 1 P.M. to 7 P.M. 

9        and Saturday from 10 A.M. to 6 P.M.  As I 

10        understand, it just opened yesterday, and they're 

11        booked through January.  So I'm sure that they're 

12        going to have to already change those hours.

13                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  And one final 

14        question, who makes the card?  I mean --

15                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  There's an 

16        outside vendor.  Two things.  There's an outside 

17        vendor that makes the card, and those intake 

18        specialists that I mentioned are also, I don't think 

19        they're city employees.  I need to double-check 

20        that.  But I know that the agency who was actually 

21        doing the check, and I know that the intake 

22        specialists are trained by outside vendors, but I 

23        can tell you specifically the name of the company 

24        that's going to do the background check.

25                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  How much?  
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1                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Twenty-five 

2        dollars for 18 and up.  For young people younger 

3        than 18 and for seniors, I believe it's $10.  And 

4        there are some special circumstances where I believe 

5        they can either waive the fee or significantly 

6        reduce the fee for seniors and for people that 

7        can't, that can't afford it.  

8                   It was an amazing number of senior 

9        citizens who do not have photo ID.  I didn't know 

10        that.  So hopefully, again, it's not targeted at any 

11        particular group.  Everyone is encouraged.  

12                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioners, is there 

13        any other questions or comments?  Yes, sir.

14                   SECRETARY HICKS:  Excuse me, Mr. Chair, 

15        and just stepping away.  As secretary to the board, 

16        I really wanted to ask a personal question in 

17        connection with this.  And the personal question is 

18        do we have an agreement, or what is the agreement 

19        relative to collecting this information and if 

20        therefore not being sold to -- commercially in order 

21        for marketing purposes and things like that?  

22                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Absolutely, 

23        that was raised as a concern.  And if you would, 

24        Mr. Chair, through to the secretary, I can share 

25        with you the Law Department's opinion on it, and it 
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1        speaks to the retention of that information.  That 

2        there is no list.  Obviously that's a concern.  

3        There's no list that are produced from this detail.  

4        Is it FOIAble?  Yes, it is.  But as I understand it, 

5        the information that is provided does not provide 

6        the individual's address.  It gives a name and it 

7        gives a zip code.  But in terms of other detail, 

8        I'll be happy to provide that because there are 

9        safeguards to make sure that that does not happen, 

10        even with that third-party vendor.

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I have one brief 

12        question.  

13                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.

14                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Would this impact 

15        voter's ID?  

16                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Actually AC 

17        Dolunt mentioned that this afternoon, that there was 

18        going to be a move toward --

19                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Well, it's already 

20        there.  As you well, know there's a bill to really 

21        push this.

22                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Absolutely.

23                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Under control of 

24        certain individuals in Lansing, and that's voter ID, 

25        you know, something.  So that's --
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1                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Actually I can 

2        get you some more information on that.

3                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I know it's just 

4        getting off the ground.

5                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Absolutely, 

6        absolutely, but we'll stay ahead of it.

7                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Right, okay, thank you.  

8        There's no other comment.  I think this is great, 

9        this is fantastic.  

10                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  And, again, 

11        obviously, if anybody has question, I think 

12        everybody knows how to reach me.  And if I don't 

13        know the answer, I'll get it from the Law Department 

14        and from the mayor's office.

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Appreciate the update.  

16                   And joining us is Commissioner Richard 

17        Shelby from District 1, so we're above quorum now.  

18                   And the next item of business would be 

19        asking the board for approval of the agenda for 

20        tonight's meeting.

21                   BOARD MEMBER:  So moved.

22                   BOARD MEMBER:  Second.

23                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been properly 

24        moved and second.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye.

25                   BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.
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1                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?  Motion 

2        carried.  And minutes, approval of minutes from 

3        December 1, 2016.  

4                   BOARD MEMBER:  So moved.

5                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Supported.

6                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Properly moved and 

7        supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye.

8                   BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

9                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?  Motion 

10        carried.  

11                   I'm still going to reserve my report out 

12        at this time.  I was going to make reference to a 

13        couple bills that's passed that was defeated in 

14        Lansing.  That would be Proposed House Bill  

15        607460086 and deals with the local union of the 

16        Government Retirement Act.  As you well know, first 

17        defenders, police, fire, EMS and also teachers would 

18        impact.  They was able to convince the people there 

19        not to proceed to take away and modify retirement, 

20        et cetera.  But I would have -- had prepared 

21        remarks, but I'm not ready at this time in terms of 

22        not having my prepared copy here.  

23                   The other item was dealing with an issue 

24        that came up last week, and I think I reserved -- 

25        that's speaking to the resolution.  And we have a 



Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Page 52

1        process responding to, but I think the commissioner 

2        that raised that issue need to be at that meeting 

3        before we address that issue.  I think that would be 

4        more appropriate at this time.  But the commissioner 

5        should have a copy in their packets, right?  

6                   SPEAKER:  Yes.

7                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  And so, therefore, I 

8        will speak to that at the next meeting we have.  

9        Hopefully the commissioner that raised the issue, 

10        but you review it.  If you have any questions, you 

11        can see me or see the board secretary.  It's 

12        something that we passed quite sometime ago under  

13        Chair Alecia Carter when she was chairing the board.  

14        So, therefore, it's there.  But I think it's more or 

15        less like an in-house.  

16                   But I just want to speak to resolution.  

17        We are not as broad as the council and other's 

18        entity.  Our focus is on criminal justice, impacting 

19        the criminal justice system.  So if that's basically 

20        something that we want to address and making sure 

21        that issue came up.  But we don't do just resolution 

22        in general like the council and others.  From all 

23        walks of life, we somewhat restricted, but I would 

24        have remarks on that at the next meeting, and 

25        hopefully, if not, we will go forward whether he's 
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1        there or not.  But he got copies of it.  

2                   The next item would be do we have any 

3        standing or ad hoc committee reports at this time?  

4                   Old business?  New business?  

5                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair, please 

6        forgive me for being late.  I had to go to another 

7        event.

8                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I understand.

9                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Got here late.  I'm 

10        very sorry.  

11                   I just wanted to ask, and I don't know 

12        maybe Assistant Chief Dolunt can address this.  I 

13        heard about a -- in news reports about an 

14        unfortunate accident with a bicyclist. 

15                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  We did it already.

16                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  You've already 

17        addressed that?  

18                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  We talked about that.

19                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Right.  I guess what 

20        my concern is, is that with the establishment of so 

21        many bike lanes in the city, maybe you've already 

22        discussed this, I think I brought it to the table 

23        before.  You know, there needs to be some sort of 

24        driver education initiative of some sort that really 

25        helps other drivers in the city that is not really 
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1        used to bicycle transportation.  You know, just some 

2        of the easements and some of the rights of 

3        bicyclists, et cetera, and some of the protocols 

4        that need to be used by drivers.  

5                   I witnessed a very serious accident of a 

6        person who parked legally on a street, and yet there 

7        was a bike lane next to them, and the person was 

8        coming down the thing, and they happened to open 

9        their door at the very same type that they were 

10        coming, and it was pretty serious.  

11                   And I think that there are a lot of 

12        drivers who are a little bit uncomfortable in 

13        Detroit right now with all of the bike lanes not 

14        really used to bike lanes being in places where they 

15        have not been before and where traffic has been, you 

16        know, altered.  And so I just thought that that 

17        might be something that we would want to follow up 

18        along with the department in terms of try to make it 

19        safe for everybody.  

20                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  That's a good point, 

21        Commissioner Vann.  I would ask Mr. Hicks to address 

22        bike safety and have the DPD department come before 

23        this board at some point in the spring next year.  

24        Would that be appropriate, something that we 

25        address?  When you mentioned, I guess, Commander 
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1        Bettison will speak to it.  

2                   COMMANDER BETTISON:  I can give a little 

3        bit of information.

4                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Make sure you give your 

5        -- 

6                   COMMANDER BETTISON:  For the record, 

7        T-O-D-D B-E-T-T-I-S-O-N.  The mayor's office has 

8        established a committee, and they're researching it 

9        and trying to figure out ways to educate the public 

10        on the bike lanes, and they going to have public 

11        service announcements coming on it.  And a police 

12        officer from my office, Officer Derrick Knotts, also 

13        formerly worked Traffic Enforcement Unit, has been 

14        sitting on this committee giving insight.  So I will 

15        ensure that I get you all information about the 

16        committee and that they invite anyone from your 

17        group who wants to sit on it as well so that this 

18        commission have can have input too.

19                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, sir.

20                   Commissioner Crawford.

21                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

22        chair, yes, sir, Commander Bettison.  Also to what 

23        I'm finding is at night, as -- what I observed 

24        tonight coming over here driving down Van Dyke, 

25        there was an individual in the right-hand lane with 
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1        all dark clothing on a bike, and he was in front of 

2        my car before I knew it, and I was in the right 

3        lane, there was someone to my left.  

4                   There needs -- getting back to that 

5        public education piece, people who ride bikes at 

6        night need to wear something, clothing that is 

7        reflective, definitely.  There are so many 

8        individuals riding bikes, I mean, at night.  

9                   COMMANDER BETTISON:  And that's going to 

10        be part of it as well, for education for the 

11        bicyclist -- 

12                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Yes.

13                   COMMANDER BETTISON:  -- and also for the 

14        drivers.  Thank you.

15                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I guess my general 

16        concern, through the chair, is just what comes 

17        first, the chicken or the egg?  The lanes are out 

18        there, and now people are just caught off guard like 

19        the bishop was saying.  Some people are really 

20        caught off guard with these bike lanes.  So the 

21        education piece should have taken place awhile back.  

22        But, I mean, just like those islands in the middle 

23        of Livernois.  Don't get me started.

24                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  We don't want to go 

25        there.  Bishop Vann, you brought an important topic 
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1        up.  I'm glad the commander enlightened us.  We're 

2        looking forward to more dialogue.  But keep in mind, 

3        some of the people that ride the bikes don't want to 

4        be seen.  They have some bad guys who get around the 

5        city on those bikes.  They don't want to be visible.  

6        But, you know, the sincere bicyclist wants to be 

7        visible to all concerned party.  And bike, you 

8        supposed to ride just like you in a car.  But, you 

9        know, bikers and motorcyclists is somewhat at risk.  

10        People don't respect them.  But hopefully we can 

11        educate more on that.  Thank you.  

12                   I think I sort of -- I skipped over -- 

13        Mr. Hicks, Board Secretary.  

14                   .

15                   SECRETARY HICKS:  Thank you, thank you, 

16        Mr. Chair.  

17                   The only thing that I wanted to bring to 

18        the attention of the commission on today is that 

19        commission staff is aggressively examining the 

20        budget of the department.  We're about 70% through 

21        the work in which we anticipated we're doing.  We 

22        received some updated information on several 

23        questions that we had put to the department.  That 

24        information -- the last of that information was 

25        given to us yesterday.  As typically as we go 
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1        through the information, it may or may not raise 

2        other questions, but we're seeing the end of the 

3        tunnel hoping that we can make the December 15th 

4        date and which we would have a resolution.  In fact, 

5        we have already started drafting.  We have a first 

6        draft of a resolution which we bring to the 

7        commission.  

8                   We would also hope that as we bring that 

9        resolution to the commission, that we have an 

10        opportunity probably to convene a study session in 

11        connection with the resolution.  And typically what 

12        we're trying to do with a study session is it's an 

13        opportunity for us to give real detailed 

14        information.  It is, so to be clear in terms of the 

15        public, it is not an opportunity for us to -- or for 

16        you, in the case of the commission, to vote.  

17        Because if you voted on such a thing in a situation 

18        like that, you would be going up against the Open 

19        Meetings Act.  

20                   So -- but we do think in the case of the 

21        details that are associated with this -- with a 

22        fairly large budget, one of the largest budgets in 

23        which the City of Detroit departmental level has, 

24        that it would require some more detailed explanation 

25        of the type of findings and or process -- procedural 
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1        issues in which we want to highlight and bring to 

2        the attention of this commission.  

3                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any question or 

4        comments for Mr. Hicks from the Board?  

5                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Through the 

6        chair, Mr. Hicks, are we going to be within that 

7        time frame?  Because we only have, again, one 

8        meeting this year, another meeting next week, and 

9        after that we're on a two-week break so to speak.  

10                   .

11                   SECRETARY HICKS:  Yes, our expectation, 

12        through the chair, our expectation is to bring this 

13        home at your meeting on the 15th.  You have a number 

14        of things that are scheduled for that meeting on the 

15        15th inasmuch as it is the last regularly scheduled 

16        meeting of the year.  So what we are in part 

17        concerned with the time management for that meeting.  

18        That's why we're suggesting a study session in 

19        advance of that meeting.  

20                   But we should, assuming that there is no 

21        additional -- I mean any great surprises or 

22        information that we just simply do not have, we 

23        anticipate that the 15th would be the day in which 

24        we would bring it in front of the commission, the 

25        resolution.  What you then decide to do with that 
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1        resolution on the 15th is another question.  You may 

2        pass it.  You have the option, of course, to pass 

3        it.  You have an option to amend it.  You have an 

4        option to delay it to a future meeting and so forth 

5        so the schedule would then wholly be contained by 

6        your particular wishes and concerns.

7                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  As a follow up, 

8        have we received all the information, budget 

9        information from the department to date?  

10                   SECRETARY HICKS:  Through the Chair, let 

11        me say it this way:  The department and the agency 

12        financial officer, I believe, have been very 

13        cooperative with us in the process.  They can't 

14        always anticipate our questions, and we oftentimes 

15        may not know what our questions might become until 

16        we receive information.  So it's kind of like a 

17        rolling story on the one hand.  

18                   We're also mindful that as a result of 

19        events in the city of Detroit for the last few 

20        years, we've come through an emergency manager, 

21        we've come through a bankruptcy.  And during that 

22        period of time, a lot of the traditional processes 

23        that are associated with the city and its operation 

24        were suspended.  So where we would look, for 

25        example, to years gone by, audit reports and things 
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1        like that, those things may or may not be there that 

2        would help us in this particular situation.  

3                   I would finally add that as we sit here, 

4        we're in fiscal, and I hope I get this correct, 

5        we're in fiscal 1617.  The books for the previous 

6        fiscal year, however, has not been closed, and this 

7        does hamper our investigation because we were not 

8        able to establish an initial financial baseline for 

9        the year.  And it will further complicate any 

10        multi-year analysis that we were attempting to 

11        perform that talked about what trends did we have in 

12        the department, relative increase or decreases in 

13        funds, what may be carried over from year to year 

14        and so forth, because we simply don't have the kind 

15        of information to do that.  You only get that 

16        information once.  The books have been closed, for 

17        example, and last year, which we have not, and a 

18        third party auditor would have performed a 

19        comprehensive annual financial report.  The last one 

20        that we have that we can use is -- ends with the 

21        2015, the close of fiscal year in 2015.  So we are 

22        several months from getting or having the ability to 

23        give you that kind of finite picture.  But our 

24        obligation is to, within the information that we 

25        have or can gain access to is to give you as best 
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1        picture as we can as to what the department's 

2        financial situation is or budgeted activity will 

3        look like as we move forward.  And that's what we're 

4        committed to do, Mr. Chair.  

5                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.

6                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Thanks, 

7        Mr. Hicks, for making it plain.

8                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  I do have a 

9        question, Mr. Chair.  Is the department on board, 

10        Secretary Hicks, with this December 15th date?  

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I can answer that 

12        question.

13                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Yes or no will work, 

14        yes or no.

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  The department is 

16        working due diligently trying to resolve the issue 

17        bringing before the budget.  So we're working -- we 

18        get emails back and forth, so they are working with 

19        us in trying to get this time line completed, so 

20        yes.

21                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  So worse case 

22        scenario, if it's not done by December 15th?  

23                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Well, we will deal with 

24        that time.  But we are working due diligent trying 

25        to get all the questions answered.  
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1                   Just to enlighten the public, the board 

2        has to approve the 2017-18 budget for Detroit Police 

3        Department before it's presented to the mayor, and 

4        that's why we're weighing in on this issue.  We're 

5        in a better position and, as we have in the past, 

6        because we have the proper staff to address those 

7        concerns.  So it's a little bit more detailed versus 

8        just glossing over it.  As you know, we're talking 

9        about the biggest budget in the City of Detroit.  So 

10        that's the process that we're trying to address in 

11        that timely manner before it goes to the mayor.  And 

12        the department want to complete it, and we want to 

13        complete it.  So we don't want to rush it and then 

14        we have incomplete information.  So we not prepared 

15        to approve it.  So once it get here, then we can 

16        approve it.  I think we can meet that time frame 

17        because we on course.  

18                   I had one can request of DC Washington.  

19        We have scheduled a -- the department has scheduled 

20        graduation on December -- promotion ceremony 

21        December 16th at Tabernacle Missionary Baptist 

22        Church.  We were scheduled to be there tomorrow to 

23        present to promotion class.  However, I'm traveling 

24        the next two or three days.  I would like you to 

25        make it happen for Tuesday, at the latest Wednesday.  
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1        I don't know when they close out. If you could -- we 

2        haven't received any feedback.  If they can 

3        accommodate us.  So I'm asking can you accommodate 

4        us Tuesday morning or Tuesday afternoon or Wednesday 

5        at the latest.  We want to speak to the class.  We 

6        want to have that interaction.  

7                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Tuesday or --

8                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Wednesday.  Ms. Drake, 

9        Tuesday, Wednesday is good?

10                   MS. DRAKE:  Yeah.

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Either one.  So you 

12        have two days to work it in before they leave.  We 

13        don't want them to leave without that interaction 

14        with the Board of Police Commissioners.  

15                   MS. WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.

16                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  So if you can give us a 

17        response as soon as possible, we'd appreciate it.  

18                   On a new business, we have resolution, 

19        Commissioner Sanders.  

20                   COMMISSIONER SANDERS:  Resolution, 

21        Mr. Jeremaine Tilmon.  Now, therefore, be resolution 

22        that the Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speak 

23        for the citizens of the city of Detroit and the 

24        Detroit Police Department acknowledge the generosity 

25        and spirit of Mr. Jeremaine Tilmon, his unselfish 
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1        and his dedication to improve the quality of life 

2        for all citizens and this community throughout the 

3        city of Detroit, our highest regards.

4                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Move for adoption, 

5        Mr. Chair.

6                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Supported.

7                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Properly moved and 

8        supported.  Discussion?  Those in favor, aye.

9                   BOARD MEMBERS:  Aye.

10                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?  Motion 

11        carried.

12                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr.  Chair -- 

13                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I'm sorry.

14                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Mr. Chair.

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes.

16                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  May I just ask a 

17        question in terms of the order of our business?  I 

18        have always wondered why the resolutions now appear 

19        at the end of the meeting rather than during the 

20        time of the chair's prerogative.  I know that we 

21        used to have them up a little bit higher in the 

22        meeting.  I'm only saying that because oftentimes 

23        there are guests with us, and through our 

24        deliberations they have to wait a long time before 

25        they're acknowledged and just might be good for us 
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1        to consider the placement on our order of those 

2        resolutions just for the safety and the comfort and 

3        the palatability of our guest.

4                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Commissioner Vann, we 

5        can entertain that.

6                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Just an observation.

7                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, sir, no problem, 

8        no problem.  

9                   Commissioner Moore.

10                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Is Mr. Bazzi in the 

11        house?  Can you step up, please?  

12                   Resolution honoring Mr. Fred Bazzi.  

13        Whereas Mr. Fred Bazzi is the owner and chief 

14        operating officer of multiple Citgo Gas Stations, 

15        one which is located at 15439 Schoolcraft, Detroit 

16        Michigan 48227, and whereas Mr. Bazzi serves as an 

17        asset to the community, particularly in his hiring 

18        process.  He makes it a point to hire individuals 

19        who reside in the area of his business.  Out of the 

20        concern for his employees, he also ensures that he 

21        has more than one employee working at any given 

22        time.  

23                   During times of economic challenges when 

24        gas prices soared, you often found lower prices at 

25        his stations.  Whereas Mr. Bazzi was the first to 
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1        join the green light initiative in the Second 

2        Precinct with his station.  He prides himself in 

3        assuring that every gas station is clean and safe.  

4        Throughout the years people who were in trouble 

5        found his business location a safe place to wait for 

6        police assistance.  

7                   As a business leader, he encouraged 

8        others to join the green light initiative, making 

9        safety for customers a top priority.  These 

10        practices are more than just actions.  Mr. Bazzi has 

11        made them a philosophy and a part of his business 

12        motto.  And whereas a member of the Second Precinct 

13        business community, Mr. Bazzi has developed many 

14        relationships with the Detroit Police Department and 

15        always finds time to participate when asked.  

16                   He has been a member of BUOY, which is 

17        Businesses United with Officers and Youth, BUOY 2, 

18        the Second Precinct Citizens Advisory Board and 

19        attends all Second precinct comp stats and gas 

20        station meetings.  He donates refreshments 

21        generously for meeting, picnics, community events 

22        and to the officers at the Second Precinct just 

23        because he thought of them.  His relationship and 

24        support of the Second Precinct spans over 15 years.  

25                   And whereas Mr. Bazzi took a leadership 
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1        role at the Second Precinct, began building a 

2        collaborative coalition of gas station owners for 

3        the purposes of exchanging ideas on safety, 

4        cleanliness and hours of operation.  His leadership 

5        has improved the appearance of many other gas 

6        stations, and his advice on hiring has been taken by 

7        others.  It is evident that he is well respected 

8        among his peers, other business owners, the 

9        community and the police department.  

10                   Now, therefore, be it resolved that the 

11        Detroit Board of Police Commissioners speaking on 

12        behalf of the citizens of the great city of Detroit 

13        and the Detroit Police Department acknowledge the 

14        entrepreneur spirit, charitable contributions and 

15        vision of Mr. Fred Bazzi.  His generous spirit and 

16        dedication to improving the quality of life for all 

17        citizens in his community and throughout the city of 

18        Detroit merits our highest regards.  

19                   Move for adoption, Mr. Chairman.

20                   MEMBER:  Second.

21                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Move and second.  Those 

22        in favor, aye.

23                   MEMBERS:  Aye.

24                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Opposed?  Motion 

25        carried.  
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1                   Would Commissioner Vann and Commissioner 

2        Sanders join for the photo op, please?  And 

3        Commissioner Carter.  

4                   (Photo taken)  

5                   (Clapping)

6                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Thank you for what you do.  

7        People like you make it safe.  

8                   COMMANDER MOUNSEY:  You know I just want 

9        to say on the record through the chair for 

10        Mr. Bazzi, he's part of our Citizens Advisory Board.  

11        We were having a meeting not too long ago in regards 

12        to the green light initiative, and one of the 

13        persons, another business member was talking about 

14        possible loss of business because maybe some people 

15        wouldn't want to come into the gas station because 

16        of the police presence there.  And when we asked 

17        Mr. Bazzi what his thoughts were on that, he says 

18        really irrelevant because that's not part of our 

19        business motto.  So I just want to point that out 

20        that that's the type of businessman that we have in 

21        our community that his concern is not about the 

22        bottom line.  It's about his service to the 

23        community, so I just wanted to point that out.    

24                   This is the Spirit of Detroit award.  

25        It's presented herewith as an expression of 
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1        gratitude and esteem of the citizens of Detroit to 

2        Mr. Fred Bazzi in recognition of exceptional 

3        achievement of outstanding leadership and dedication 

4        to improving the quality of life.  And this is 

5        signed by the City Council of Detroit, Michigan.  

6        It's dated December 8, 2016.  

7                   ASSISTANT CHIEF DOLUNT:  One more for 

8        you.  Okay, and this is from the Detroit Police 

9        Department from the chief, certificate of 

10        recognition, Mr. Fred Bazzi.  Resident of the city 

11        of Detroit in appreciation for the following 

12        outstanding service and cooperation for your 

13        involvement in the community and services to the 

14        city of Detroit demonstrate a spirit and commitment 

15        is worthy of recognition.  Sincerely, thank you. 

16                   (Photo taken) 

17                   MR. BAZZI:  Thank you.  I'm a man with a 

18        few words.  I won't talk much.  It's out of my 

19        hands.  

20                   I just want to say thank you all.  Thank 

21        you for all the men and women in the police 

22        department.  I want to thank all the citizens, all 

23        the great citizens that have supported us all the 

24        years, since 2000, going on 16 years in the city of 

25        Detroit.  We started with one station on Greenfield 
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1        and Schoolcraft in 2001, and we have 13, and 

2        hopefully we'll be at 20 in the next couple of 

3        years.  

4                   I enjoy doing business in the city of 

5        Detroit.  My heart is in the city.  I enjoy 

6        everybody.  I have a lot of friends here.  I want to 

7        say special thanks to Commander Bettison and the one 

8        that's hiding back there, Captain Miles.  Thank you 

9        all.  And we'll be here for many years to come.  

10        Thank you.  

11                   (Clapping)

12                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, sir.  

13                   Next order of business would be 

14        announcement.  The next meeting will be -- the final 

15        meeting of the year will be next Thursday,    

16        December 15, 2016 at 3 P M at Detroit Public Safety 

17        Headquarters.  And we kick off our community meeting 

18        on January 12, 2017 at 6:30 P M in the 12th precinct 

19        at Detroit Unity Temple, 17505 Second Avenue in 

20        Detroit.  That would be the next two meetings.  

21                   And I just -- we mentioned -- I just want 

22        to highlight again on Friday, December 16, the 

23        Detroit Police Department promotion ceremony will 

24        take place at Tabernacle Missionary Baptist Church, 

25        2080 West Grand Boulevard at 10:30 a.m.  The public 
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1        is invited to attend.  So that will be promotion 

2        ceremony for sergeant, lieutenants and perhaps 

3        others.  

4                   .

5                   SECRETARY HICKS:  Excuse me, Mr. Chair.

6                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, sir.

7                   SECRETARY HICKS:  Unless my memory is 

8        failing me, and that happens, I believe we need to 

9        vote on the resolution for Mr. Bazzi.

10                   COMMISSIONER CARTER:  Move adoption.

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  It's been properly 

12        moved and second.

13                   COMMISSIONER CRAWFORD:  Support.

14                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those in favor, aye.  

15                   MEMBERS:  Aye.

16                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Those opposed?  Motion 

17        carried.  Thank you, sir.

18                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Just a point of 

19        clarification, Mr. Secretary.  I think when I was 

20        standing up here, I said move for adoption, and 

21        Crawford seconded it.  

22                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  We got clarity anyway, 

23        that's good.  

24                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  We did it twice.

25                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  We going to have oral 
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1        communication from the audience.  But if you have 

2        already spoken, your time is already in.  But we 

3        going to open the mike up to others.  Just please 

4        give your name and spell it for the court reporter 

5        and any other remarks.  You have two minutes.  

6                   Before you come to the mike, I'd like to 

7        have the staff reintroduce themselves to the 

8        audience and to the video audience.  Could you 

9        stand?  Just please give your name and title, 

10        please?  

11                   MS. UNDERWOOD:  Jonya Underwood.  

12                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I'm sorry, just take 

13        the mike.  No, you want to face the camera.  It's a 

14        mike right here.  I'm sorry.  I want to make sure 

15        that you on board.  There you go.

16                   MS. UNDERWOOD:  Jonya Underwood, 

17        Administrative Assistant.  J-O-N-Y-A 

18        U-N-D-E-R-W-O-O-D.

19                   MS. WHITE:  Good evening, Melanie White.  

20        M-E-L-A-N-I-E, White, W-H-I-T-E, Executive Manager 

21        of Policy and Planning.  

22                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Ms. White is an 

23        in-house former senior investigator with the Office 

24        of the Chief Investigator.  We are pleased to 

25        promote her to that position.  
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1                   MS. JOHNSON:  Faye Johnson, F-A-Y-E 

2        J-O-H-N-S-O-N.  I'm the executive manager for 

3        Fiscal.  

4                   MR. AKBAR:  Lawrence Akbar, 

5        L-A-W-R-E-N-C-E, Akbar, A-K-B-A-R, common spelling  

6        from Saudi Arabia.  I'm the supervisor investigator 

7        of the Office of Chief Investigator.  

8                   MS. DAVIS-DRAKE:  And I guess last but 

9        not least, Pamela Davis-Drake.  I'm the Chief 

10        Investigator, P-A-M-E-L-A D-A-V-I-S dash D-R-A-K-E.  

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Chief investigator.  

12                   And finally our newly -- it's been six 

13        months now or less.  Mr. Gregory Hicks, our Board 

14        Secretary.  

15                   SECRETARY HICKS:  Yes, Gregory Hicks, 

16        spelled normally, Gregory.  Last name, H-I-C-K-S, 

17        Secretary to the Board.  And of course not to leave 

18        out I think one of the more valuable members of our 

19        staff, of course, would be Robert Brown.  

20                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Take him for granted. 

21                   (Clapping).

22                   MR. BROWN:  Robert Brown, Administrative 

23        Assistant to the Board of Police Commissioners.

24                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you.  I just want 

25        to make sure the public acknowledge staff, just not 
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1        the board, but we have a great team that's working 

2        on our behalf.

3                   I'd like to also give the lieutenant from 

4        Dearborn Police Department, Chief Haddad made a 

5        commitment two or three months ago that he would 

6        work closely with DPD especially in that particular 

7        area, and you can seem the lieutenant and corporal 

8        attending.  You want to share any --

9                   SPEAKER:  They gone.

10                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  They gone, okay.  Well, 

11        let them know that they gone.  Okay, okay, I got my 

12        cue wrong, okay.  I thought they was still sitting 

13        back there.  I understand.  Appreciate their coming.  

14        We recognized them earlier.  Okay.

15                   Any audience participation?  

16                   MS. SMITH:  You ready?  

17                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Yes, ma'am, we ready.  

18        Thank you.  

19                   MS. SMITH:  Good evening, Chief, to the 

20        commissioners, Bernice Smith, B-E-R-N-I-C-E 

21        S-M-I-T-H.  

22                   I would like to -- first of all I would 

23        ask the Board's Commission could you possibly next 

24        year set your schedule where it won't coincide -- 

25        I'm supposed to be with the mayor and the chief 
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1        tonight at southwest Detroit.  They have their 

2        meeting the same -- the night that you have yours 

3        tonight because it was a question that we had to 

4        discuss.  So I hope next year you won't have it 

5        coincide with District 6, and that's what it is.

6                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  We don't have that 

7        luxury.  We just finalize our schedule just been 

8        going to print now.  We don't have that luxury.  The 

9        charter mandate we meet weekly.

10                   MS. SMITH:  No, I mean for your evening 

11        service.

12                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Evening meeting in the 

13        same time, we meet on the second Thursday.  

14                   MS. SMITH:  Okay.  

15                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  As you well know, we're 

16        not privileged to the mayor's schedule or the 

17        council's schedule.

18                   MS. SMITH:  Well, we'll see if we can get 

19        that --

20                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Go ahead.

21                   MS. SMITH:  Let me finish now since we 

22        discussed that.  There was a gentleman that 

23        approached me a couple weeks ago in regards to being 

24        on the police department.  He took the test, he 

25        passed the test, but seemingly the oral examination 
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1        didn't let him pass.  So I'm wondering if it's 

2        feasible for him to come back and speak with our 

3        director, she's not here tonight, and see if he can 

4        take the test over again or the oral examination 

5        over again.  He's very, very, intelligent young man.  

6        He worked on a campaign this election, and he's 

7        working as a plumber now.  He has a job as a 

8        plumber, but he was very good in the district 

9        seeking votes and so forth with the public.  So I 

10        was just wondering would it be all right if he can 

11        take the test again or come and see someone.

12                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  I think if you contact 

13        DC Washington at the end of the meeting, she'll put 

14        you in contact --

15                   MS. SMITH:  I did.

16                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  -- with Lieutenant 

17        Gardner.

18                   MS. SMITH:  I did.  I think he was 

19        getting ready to say something.  The chief was 

20        getting ready to say something.

21                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Each candidate that is 

22        rejected is allowed an opportunity to submit a 

23        letter to the chief and appeal it.  There are 

24        several people who have gotten to the oral exam, and 

25        for whatever reason their answers weren't 
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1        acceptable.  So they are allowed to field to the 

2        chief, and then they make a determination.  So, yes.  

3                   MS. SMITH:  All right, thank you very 

4        much.

5                   CHIEF DOLUNT:  Yes, ma'am.

6                   MS. SMITH:  I'll leave the other question 

7        later on.  I'll talk to you about it.

8                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you CAC Dolunt 

9        for that response.  

10                   Thank you, Ms. Smith to bring that to our 

11        attention.

12                   MS. SMITH:  Thank you.

13                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Any other audience 

14        participation?  You've got to be real quick.

15                   MR. WILSON:  This is for community.  At 

16        6-8 they're having their Christmas affair over at 

17        the Westminster Presbyterian Church, and I think 

18        that's going to be from 6 until 9.  

19                   Also, this Saturday, two events:  The 

20        14th Congressional District is having their 

21        Christmas affair down at Fishbones from 11 until 1.  

22        And also that same evening the 13th Congressional 

23        District is having their affair at the AFSCME 

24        building at 600 West Lafayette.

25                   COMMISSIONER MOORE:  Is that 11 a.m. to 



Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Detroit Board of Police Commissioners Meeting
12/8/2016

Page 79

1        P.M.?

2                   MR. WILSON:  Yeah, 11 a.m. to 1 P M.  The 

3        13th is from 6 o'clock in the evening, 6 P.M. to 10 

4        P.M.

5                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, sir.  

6                   DC Washington.  

7                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  So the Police 

8        Commission is scheduled to speak to the new 

9        promotees on Wednesday from 1 until 2:30 at the 

10        academy on Linwood.  

11                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  1 to --

12                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  2:30.

13                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  Thank you, ma'am.  You 

14        on the case.  That's Wednesday.  

15                   DEPUTY CHIEF WASHINGTON:  Yes, sir.  

16                   THE CHAIRPERSON:  If there's no other 

17        audience participation, we're going to close that 

18        portion out of it.  This is our end of the year 

19        community meeting.  I just want to thank you 

20        throughout the year for your attendance and your 

21        involvement.  I just want to wish you a safe and 

22        blessed, merry Christmas and happy New Year.  If I 

23        don't see you next week or I don't see you in all 

24        these community activities, I will see and we will 

25        see.  
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1                   But this has been also a difficult year.  

2        We lost three outstanding young officers this year.  

3        And as you well know what is happening across this 

4        country, notwithstanding all the victims of crime 

5        who have lost.  As you look at the TV, there are 

6        victims -- I mean families of victims on TV pleading 

7        for people to come forward, and we pray for all.  

8                   So I would like to ask the board for 

9        adjournment, but I'd like to close out on a good 

10        spiritual note because surely we need a blessing, 

11        and we are in the house of the Lord.  If Bishop 

12        Vann, Commissioner Vann would be so kind.  If we 

13        could stand at this particular moment and think 

14        about those who are in need of prayer, need of 

15        support, and surely we want to be involved in some 

16        form, and maybe a little bit better next year that 

17        we have a better Detroit, a better nation next year.  

18                   I would take a motion for adjournment.

19                   MEMBER:  So moved.

20                   MEMBER:  Support.

21                   THE CHAIRMAN:  Properly moved and 

22        supported.  Those in favor, aye.

23                   MEMBERS:  Aye.

24                   THE CHAIRMAN:  Motion carried. 

25                   COMMISSIONER VANN:  Gracious God, our 
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1        Father, as we come to the end of another year, we 

2        thank you for the strength that you've given to us.  

3        We thank you, Oh, God, for the mind set that you've 

4        given to us to attend to the City's business and to 

5        the business of this Commission throughout this 

6        entire year of 2016.  We are thankful for the 

7        relationship that we have with the department.  

8        We're thankful for the department's relationship 

9        with the community.  

10                   We're thankful that as there have been 

11        uprest -- unrest and upheaval throughout the land, 

12        throughout the nation, you've seen fit for Detroit 

13        to continue to be as safe as it is.  So we thank you 

14        for that.  We thank you, Oh, God, that there are 

15        dedicated men and women who give their lives 

16        everyday for the upbuilding of this city and for the 

17        safety of this city.  

18                   We thank you that we have a community 

19        that is so concerned, so engaged, so involved that 

20        they too are a great component of why our city is 

21        kept as safe as it is.  

22                   I thank you for this Commission in our 

23        own walks of life who have come to this table in a 

24        common way, in a common fashion to lend our talents, 

25        our abilities, our wisdom and our intelligence 
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1        toward this work.  

2                   As we come to the end of the year, we are 

3        yet mindful that there is violence around us, there 

4        are problems around us, and there is inequity around 

5        us.  There are places of disenfranchisement around 

6        us, and we also are coming in memorial to those who 

7        have paid the last measure of devotion, who have 

8        laid their lives on the line for the last time for 

9        the safety of this city.  

10                   I ask that you bless every family, every 

11        child connected to those officers, and I pray, Oh, 

12        God, as we enter into a new year that you would keep 

13        us in perfect peace and keep our minds stayed on 

14        you.  In Jesus' name, Amen.

15                   (Proceedings concluded about 8:20 P.M.)

16                       __     __     __

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25
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1        CERTIFICATE OF NOTARY PUBLIC - COURT REPORTER

2                     

3                   I do certify that the attached 

4        proceedings were taken before me in the 

5        above-entitled matter; that the proceedings 

6        contained herein was by me reduced to writing by 

7        means of stenography, and afterwards transcribed 

8        upon a computer.  The attached pages are a true and 

9        complete transcript of the proceedings.

10                     I do further certify that I am not 

11        connected by blood or marriage with any of the 

12        parties, their attorneys or agents, and that I am 

13        not an employee of either of them, nor interested, 

14        directly or indirectly, in the matter of 

15        controversy.

16                    IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set 

17        my hand and affixed my notarial seal at West 

18        Bloomfield, Michigan, County of Oakland, this 21st 

19        day of December 2016.

20

21                                                   
                    ____________________________________

22                     Theresa L. Roberts, CSR

23                     Certified Shorthand Reporter - CSR-4870

24                     Notary Public - Oakland County, MI

25                     My commission expires 10-4-2020
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